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GSC Reps Meeting Minutes:
Thurs. December 4, 2025 at 2pm on Zoom
Members present: Raj, Bailey, Marisa, Craig, Melanie, Alia, Julian, Colleen, Alex L., Lydie

Raj begins with a Land Acknowledgement. 
1. Approval of the Agenda
· Raj asks for a motion of approval of agenda, Collin does so, and Julian and Alex second it.
2. Approval of the Minutes of last Reps Meeting (Oct 17, 2025)
· Marisa is taking the minutes. Eric, Maxx, and Julie have sent their regrets for today’s meeting. Motion for approval of the minutes is done by Alex, and seconded by Bailey and Colin.
3. Matters arising from the Minutes
· Raj asks if any clarification is needed from the last minutes. No one has any requests for clarity. 
· Points six to nine of last meeting’s agenda were not covered. Raj will email us point 6 (roles of reps) later. Regarding the conference, the newsletter The Angle came out recently, and we are waiting for the conference papers to be read. The GSC events will be covered in today's meeting along with info from the ACCUTE board meeting that will also be added to the president’s report.
4. Tour de Table (if required)
· Quick round of introductions in regard to new faces at the meeting:
· Raj is the president and a PhD student at western and has been active in ACCUTE for 6-7 years. He has past experience as rep. Alex was the former GES president at Western, and with her support, Raj stayed on as a rep for 4 years. Then Melanie became a rep, and now Alex has taken over the position. Raj notes the importance of GSC roles.
· Melanie is the VP of GSC and has been involved with ACCUTE since 2016-7. She then was a rep, and this year has become vice-president. She expresses enthusiasm for Alex’s involvement as rep!
· Craig is the GSC grad advisor, with a year or two in the role.
· Marisa is the secretary (PhD student at Western) and has just started her role and has had recent involvement with ACCUTE for last year’s conference.
· Bailey is the social media coordinator and a PhD student at University of Alberta.
· Colleen is a second year PhD student at Waterloo and has been a rep since last dec. She is the first rep at Waterloo in the last 7 years!
· Julian is the rep for UBC Vancouver and a first year PhD student. This is Julian’s first year of involvement with ACCUTE.
· Lydie is a second year MA and a rep at University of Saskatchewan. 
· Alia is a PhD student from Brock University in interdisciplinary humanities and the chair of the ACCUTE BIPOC Caucus. Those who are interested in BIPOC mentoring and specialization courses are encouraged to reach out to Alia. Raj and Melanie will specifically reach out for the distribution of information.
· Alex is a rep from Western who took over from Melanie. She has experience with ACCUTE and was previously the GES co-chair at Western. She also works for the Western senate. She is hosting a panel for the second year in a row at ACCUTE.
· Raj notes that two years ago there was only one rep, and now there has been an increase, which is great.
5. Project/progress reports
a. Vice President’s report (phase 2 of 3)
· Melanie notes that she has been trying to get representation from the list of universities across the country. She has made some headway (such as McGill and McMaster) and has reached out to many depts. She hasn’t heard back from some of them, and some don't have organizations. It is notable how humanities departments are reorganizing, with those with robust unions vs. smaller ones. She asks if anyone here has contacts from these universities. Alia asks how she reached out, and Melanie states that she emailed grad associates or English grad associates, or English coordinator, or grad chair coordinators. 
· Raj adds that 3-4 yrs ago, English departments were the main focus but now we are moving away from strictly English to related departments like Comp Lit and Interdisciplinary Studies. 
· In terms of this project, Melanie is reaching out to English departments first, then we will eventually figure out the other associated departments, then go through the list once we have our bases covered.
· Here is the list of universities for which we lack contacts: Concordia (Raj will do so before the next meeting), Dalhousie (Melanie and Raj might know someone), Memorial University of Newfoundland and Labrador (Colleen will try to reach out), Toronto Metropolitan University, Université de Montréal (Raj volunteers to try this one), University of British Columba Okanagan (Craig can try this one), Guelph (Alex will take a look), Lethbridge, Manitoba (Raj will try), Windsor (Marisa will reach out), Wilfred-Laurier, York*. 
· Update Melanie by next month. 
· Alia asks about emailing ACCUTE, and Melanie states that ACCUTE sent them the first round of confirmation and we are expanding upon the gaps in their list. 
· Raj stresses that networking is key. He wants the concrete numbers and contacts. Craig and he began the project 2 years ago and they had at the time reached out to a grad student who was no longer a grad student and was in fact a retired professor. These contact lists were out of date, and they have been working hard with Melanie at the helm for this project. Much has been accomplished, especially thanks to Melanie’s leadership!
b. Social Media Lead’s report (plus brief discussion)
· Bailey thanks all contributors of ideas for the social media accounts. There has been a lot of discussion about the best steps forward. We are trying to resuscitate social media presence that has not been active for a few years now. 
· She encourages everyone to follow ACCUTE accounts on social media. Great way to stay connected and up to date on the GSC. We expect more engagement closer to the events.
· Raj encourages all to reach out to Bailey if you have ideas! Social media needs to be a more dominant platform for grads. You will get a reply if you reach out to her as she is very prompt!
c. Secretary’s report
· Marisa and Bailey have received the 6 papers submitted to our GSC panel, and we will provide updates once decisions are made!
· Raj notes it is a grad student only panel. It is titled Beyond Interdisciplinarity.
d. Advisor’s report
· Craig states that the representation and data on the survey has been completed and sent Raj’s way and has been approved by Raj with satisfaction. It is still not available on the website.
· Raj explains that the Angle issue has had some issues. He will email the issue to the group. There is a new president coming in: for 3 years ACCUTE was based at Concordia, and now it will move to York after next year’s conference. The website has not been updated with the busyness of the search for president and the tumultuous time of year. Insta and twitter are underlined but there are no links in the Angle. 
· Look at previous minutes for a summary of the survey. By March, the survey report will be submitted. Fewer faculty are interested in May, so it will be done earlier. Surveys are sent to both faculty and grad students separately. 
· Let them know what else we want to know about! Melanie offered some questions last year that were incorporated into the survey.
e. President’s report, Board updates, Misc. information/discussion
· Alex notes she has not received the Angle, and neither has Marisa. The website has a dropdown menu that also has the Angle issues. Raj will bring it up at the Board meeting.
· Raj notes two events coming up that will comprise his report. The first is on Jan. 29th (Webinar: Contract Lecture Positions with Megan Arnott) and the other is on March 19th. The Jan. 29th Webinar will be on Zoom, likely through ACCUTE, with no registration required. He highly recommends joining and spreading the news. Both are grad student events.
6. Conference 2026 
· The GSC panel has received the submissions, and there will be more engagement on social media closer to this time! 
7. GSC Events 2026 – virtual + in-person
· Alex clarifies whether we can send it widely to grad students and that they don't need to be registered as ACCUTE members. This is a GSC-ACCUTE event, but you do not need to be a member to attend! All grad students can attend.
· Report: Raj notes that last year’s focus was communication. Now that communication is more stable, Raj is moving toward collaboration: how can we collaborate and what can we do? 
· Both events are collaborative. The Webinar involves a collaboration with the Contract Faculty Caucus. Their president is at Lakehead and has agreed and accepted the proposal to do a guest lecture about the upsides and downsides of contract/sessional faculty. Graduate departments discuss academic jobs and tenure track jobs and alt ac, but Raj wants to focus on how tenure track is not the end all be all (how can we prep, CV writing, resumes, lack of job security in academia).
· Mostly, this Webinar is applicable to upper year phd students, but it will be helpful for MAs as well. 
· Melanie has brought up the question of graduate stress. Departments discuss wellness, stress management, and resources. But who is unpacking what stress is? This will be the focus of the March 19 roundtable. It will hopefully be a series of events. Raj is soliciting speakers for the first event. If we have enough attendance there could be an in-person workshop during ACCUTE in Montreal as well, with guest speakers included and potential for funding. Raj notes that levels of stress aren't talked about in the graduate departments beyond resources. The first one will already have speakers, and at ACCUTE, it would be opened up for panel discussion.
· Alex asks if the Webinar link will be shared for Zoom. Raj notes ACCUTE will send out the link to the reps, and they will distribute to not only students but everyone, including profs. This email will be the primary point of contact: info.accute@gmail.com 
8. Annual Survey – how You can contribute 
· See the Advisor’s report by Craig earlier! Please inform him of any ideas for questions you may have: this is a great way to address student concerns in the future!
9. Other Businesses
· All our emails are open! Reach out to anyone on the team with questions. Everyone is a part of this team! 
· Next meeting is likely in Feb. The Webinar on Thurs. Jan. 29th will come sooner. More emails to come on this point.
Adjournment
Alex passes the motion for adjournment, then Bailey and Raj second it.
