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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: FAREWELL FROM BROCK
These have been two tumultuous years but, judging by the engagement I
witnessed in Montreal and, indeed, throughout the challenge of these years,
I do believe that ACCUTE has emerged on solid footing with a rejuvenated
sense of purpose. It has been especially wonderful to see the positive
outcomes from our work on equity, diversity, inclusion, and decolonization,
as well as the emergence of the creative writing contingent through the
CWC. These are wonderful directions for the future with lots of work yet to
be done; lots of important conversations still to have.

GREGORY BETTS,
ACCUTE PRESIDENT
2020-2022

The Angle is a member-driven quarterly newsletter published by ACCUTE.
The minutes of the 2022 ACCUTE AGM are included at the end of this issue.
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The ACCUTE Conference was, by all accounts, a great success. With over 270
participants and 300 presentations, it was a dynamic, diverse, and robust gathering over
three days at the ALT Hotel in Montreal. There were many highlights and innovations,
including an ACCUTE daycare for the first time, a music listening room, online DJs, online
and in-person BIPOC-only meeting rooms, and a return of the ACCUTE banquet,
amongst others. The conference broke some serious ground by creating an immersive
hybrid environment, with most panels streamed and featuring online participants,
interacting audience members, and what we came to call inpersonators.
With ongoing help and patience from our very generous community, it worked, and a
new model of conferencing has started to emerge. It is hard to imagine going back to
the old normal. And while I am very excited to return to Congress next year, there was a
special pleasure in holding our own space for the conference. Conversations carried on
after panels, never seeming to pause from morning until after the special programming
every evening. Exhausting but enthralling.
You might sense a note of finality in the tone of this message. That tone is there because
this is my final message as part of the ACCUTE Executive, after which I will assume my
new role as Past President. The ACCUTE Office will be moving from Brock to Lakehead
University under the brilliant leadership of Douglas Ivison and Cheryl Lousley. I am
excited about the next phase of ACCUTE and look forward to their term very much,
especially as we gear up for Congress 2023 at York University (note the Call for Panel
Proposals in this issue).
In this parting moment, though, I do want to take a moment to say what a pleasure it
has been working with the ACCUTE membership and Board. What a genuine, generous,
and generative community this is: thank you one and all. Despite all the challenges we
faced, it has truly been one of the pleasures of my professional life to work so closely
with Ronald Cummings, Neta Gordon, and especially Erin Knight. Breaking ACCUTE
precedent one last time (rogue planet, and all), Erin will be staying on and becoming part
of the new Executive at Lakehead. She brings an incredible wealth of institutional
knowledge and invaluable experience.
I wish the new team all success and
will happily resume my place in the
ACCUTE community under their
guidance. I look forward to seeing
you all at the next or some other
Congress, in the ongoing webinar
series, or merely around and about.
My very best,
Gregory Betts.
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CALL FOR PANELS
DEADLINE: 1 SEPTEMBER 2022
ACCUTE calls for Panel Proposals for our 2023 Conference. We are circulating three
categories of Calls for Panels at this time: Member-Organized Panels, Creative Writing
Panels, and Joint Sponsored Panels. In the Fall, we will circulate our General Pool
Conference CFP.

1) MEMBER-ORGANIZED PANELS
Member-Organized Panels are proposed by an ACCUTE member for the annual ACCUTE
conference. Member-Organized Panels are not invitational: the organizer describes the
topic but does not pre-select the participants. As with general submissions to the
ACCUTE conference, paper proposals and submitted papers are peer reviewed, with the
panel organizer acting as the first vettor. The organizing member is expected to attend
the ACCUTE conference to act as Panel Chair. Note: Member-organizers do not typically
present on the panels they organize and are ineligible for ACCUTE travel funding unless
they are submitting a paper for another panel.
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2) CREATIVE WRITING PANELS
Creative Writing Panels are also member-organized panels, but they are organized by
the Creative Writing Collective (CWC) and will focus on creative writing and/or creative
writing pedagogy. They may also take the form of literary readings. The CWC may offer
suggestions for a range of topics, such as decolonization and creative writing; creative
writing mentorship and pedagogy; building anti-racist writing workshops; craft and
process. The submission process is the same as for Member-Organized panels.

3) JOINT-SPONSORED PANELS
Joint-sponsored panels are held at the ACCUTE conference but are co-sponsored by
another association. They are initiated by an ACCUTE member who is also a member of
the organization that jointly sponsors the panel. Joint-sponsored panels are intended to
foster links between ACCUTE and other scholarly associations, whether those
associations regularly attend Congress or not. Of special interest to ACCUTE are those
organizations that address fields that have traditionally been under-represented at our
conference. While ACCUTE welcomes panels that correspond with the annual Congress
theme, any topic that reflects ACCUTE’s mandates or the interests of its members will be
considered.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD CFP?
Some CFPs attract many submissions; some, few or none. A successful CFP is neither
too general (Munro’s fiction, problems in poetry) nor too specific (Jungian approaches to
The Great Gatsby, use of the first person in experimental fiction). It identifies an
interesting or timely topic or critical problem, or an under-represented area, and reflects
current scholarship in that field. Think of the eventual audience as well as the potential
submitters: try to pick a topic that is not overly specialized and that has a general or
cross-field appeal. Craft the CFP carefully, without issuing too many directives, and let
your submitters show what they can do with it. Finally, be sure to spend some time
publicizing the CFP to the kinds of scholars who would be an asset to the event.
We encourage anyone planning a panel to consult ACCUTE’s Equity Statement and to
consider how their panel fulfills the ambitions and values it seeks to uphold.
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PANEL FORMATS
A panel may follow the conventional three- or four-paper format, but we also encourage
proposers to consider alternative formats such as:
Round Table: Participants present and have a discussion on a designated topic.
Pecha Kucha or 7-14-28 or Ignite: Participants offer rapid-fire showcases with limited
time/number of slides, followed by discussion.
Workshop: Participants work collaboratively and with attendees on a practical
problem (eg., a crux in interpretation, developing course syllabus, constructing an
effective grant proposal).
Demonstrations: Participants present on teaching or technological innovations, with
explanations and discussion.
Interview session: Participants give a brief presentation and are then interviewed by
the next panelist, who then presents their work.
Storytelling panel: Discussion based on participants’ narrative presentations: a
“stories of….” approach.
Collaborative presentations: Participants present as a group or team (rather than
individually).
Closed-Door Meetings or Discussions: Participants meet privately in the context of
ACCUTE. Such a meeting space can be made available to those who request it,
especially for priority and equity-deserving groups.

HOW TO SUBMIT A PANEL PROPOSAL
To submit a panel proposal, please email ACCUTE (info.accute@gmail.com) with the
following information:
The proposed panel title and format, including type of proposal (Member-Organized,
Creative Writing, or Joint-Sponsored; if Joint Sponsored indicate the co-sponsored
organization)
Your name, institution, and email address
The text of the CFP to a maximum of 200 words
If accepted, your CFP will be circulated in September with a deadline for submissions of
mid-November. Submissions will come through the Online Proposal Submission Form
on the ACCUTE website, and then be forwarded to panel organizer(s) for first vetting.
Submissions not selected for the panel will go into the General Pool for consideration.
Please contact Erin Knight at info.accute@gmail.com with any questions. For questions
specific to Creative Writing panels, please contact Shazia Hafiz Ramji at
shaziahafizramji@gmail.com.
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Congratulations to Maral Moradipour (University of Toronto
Scarborough), winner of the 2022 F. E. L. Priestley Prize for her article
“Celestial and Terrestrial Constellations: Relationality and Migration in
Rebecca Belmore’s Biinjiya’iing Onji (From Inside),” published in English
Studies in Canada 45.3. The F.E.L. Priestley Prize recognizes and
acknowledges the best essay published in English Studies in Canada over
the past year.
The jury extends an enthusiastic Honourable Mention to Lynn Ly
(University of Toronto) for her article, “Bad Blood: Refuge in the Queer
Diaspora,” also published in English Studies in Canada 45.3.

The jury for the 2022 F.E.L. Priestley
Prize Committee was comprised of
Lorraine York (McMaster University),
Andrea Beverly (Mount Allison
University), Katja Thieme (University
of British Columbia), Anna Veprinska
(University
of
Toronto),
and
committee chair Sarah Banting
(Mount Royal University). We thank
the jury for their careful attention to
this task. Congratulations once again
to Maral Moradipour and Lynn Ly for
their exemplary work.
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RESULTS OF THE 2022
GRADUATE STUDENT CAUCUS SURVEY
The ACCUTE Graduate Student Caucus is proud to share the results of their annual
survey, available now at accute.ca. The GSC Survey collects both qualitative and
quantitative data about English graduate programs in institutions across Canada. This
survey can be used for personal use to learn more about the various programs offered
across Canada (including tuition costs, TA wages, program requirements, and more) and
about the GSC. It can also be used by graduate students and/or graduate student
societies to advocate for change in their departments.
For more information, please email gsc.accute@gmail.com.

WHAT IS THE ACCUTE GSC?
The Graduate Student Caucus (GSC) of ACCUTE exists to represent the needs and varied
interests of graduate students of English in Canada. Comprised of student
representatives from English departments across Canada, the GSC elects an executive
body at its annual meeting during Congress.

GRADUATE REPRESENTATIVES
Each year, the GSC Executive members need graduate student liaisons at English
departments across Canada, especially as we conduct the GSC Survey. These
representatives’ responsibilities are chiefly as follows:
Filling out the qualitative questions of the GSC Survey
Soliciting numbers from departmental chairs or graduate assistants for the
quantitative portion of the survey
Passing on survey data to graduate student colleagues or respective graduate
student societies in order to advocate for specific reforms in home departments
Raising awareness of the ACCUTE GSC, the GSC Survey, and GSC events during
Congress
Ideally, attending meetings of the annual ACCUTE Conference.

MEET YOUR 2022 PRESIDENT
Krista Collier-Jarvis is a PhD Candidate in the
Department of English at Dalhousie University. Her PhD
dissertation seeks to apply Indigenous approaches to
knowledge to a variety of zombie narratives with the
explicit goal of expanding our understanding of contagion.
She is currently working with an international group of
researchers on a project called Thinking through the
Museum, which has taken her to Poland and will eventually
lead her to Washington, D.C. to work with curators and
researchers responding to issues of social justice.
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The/La Collaborative
Spring Update
The/La Collaborative continues to invite members of ACCUTE to act as academic experts
for our Inquiry Learning program by participating in classroom collaborations with K-12
teachers and students. Many experts have joined our Inquiry Platform and we hope to
continue to grow the number of experts available to support K-12 teachers and
students across Canada. We are also excited to announce that the platform is now
bilingual!
The/La Collaborative’s Connection Brokers (trained SSH graduate students) will identify a
good ﬁt for a collaboration that a teacher has requested, and send you an email to invite
you to spend 30-90 min engaging with students of a K-12 classroom following a simple
protocol that requires little to no preparation. The idea is to create an opportunity for
you as a humanities and social science expert to extend your “oﬃce hours” to the
community, directly beneﬁting K-12 teachers and students.
By participating as an expert on the platform, you will have the opportunity to mobilize
disciplinary knowledge meaningfully and demonstrate the importance of your ﬁeld of
study to future citizens (and potentially also future English undergraduate students!).
If you have any questions or would like further details, please feel free to contact Phil at
philip.rich@yourcollaborative.org.
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ACCUTE is pleased to announce the publication of
Field Notes on Listening (Wolsak & Wynn), by our
own Kit Dobson (University of Calgary). When Kit
Dobson’s daughter looked at the field of stars on
the screen at the beginning of a new Star Wars
movie in the theatre and remarked to her father,
“Yeah, right. There’s not that many stars,” Dobson
suddenly realized his daughter had never truly
seen the night sky. From then on Dobson began
to think seriously about how little we, as humans,
interact with the natural world and how that has
changed our place within it. Field Notes on Listening
is a response to our lack of connection to the land
we call home, the difficult history of how many of
us came to be here and what we could discover if
we listened deeply to the world around us.
Written in brief, elegant sections, Field Notes on
Listening starts at Dobson’s kitchen table, a family
heirloom, and wends through time and space,
looking at his family’s lost farm, the slow violence
of climate change, loss of habitat, the tensions of
living in late-stage capitalism and through careful
listening strives to find a way through it all,
returning, in the end, to home and the same table.

F o r more informa t i o n a b o u t F i e l d
N o t e s on Listeni n g , p l e ase visit the
W o ls ak & Wynn w e b site.

Advance praise for Field Notes on Listening:
“In a world reshaped before our eyes by climate change and by the pandemic, Field Notes on
Listening suggests a way forward through a radical sort of listening. It is a kind of deep
attending to place that many of us have forgotten how to practise; it is also a kind of listening
to the changed world that is new and vitally present. When the path back to the lands we
stand on and to those around us has been obscured almost to the vanishing point, Kit
Dobson advocates for listening as an essential sort of navigation that re-grounds us. It is
listening as though our lives depend on it . . . because they do.”
– Jenna Butler, author of Revery: A Year of Bees.
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Hot off the press this June 14th, Tanis
Macdonald's (Wilfrid Laurier University) latest
collection, Straggle: Adventures in Walking
While Female, has just been published with
Wolsak & Wynn.
In this wide-ranging collection of essays Tanis
MacDonald walks the reader down many paths,
pointing out the sights, exclaiming over birds,
sharing stories and asking questions about just
who gets to walk freely through our cities, parks
and wilderness. Deer move mysteriously through
these essays, knowing just when they vanish from
sight, as do predators, both human and animal.
She walks to begin to understand the place she
now calls home in Southern Ontario, catalogues
the fauna around her in FaunaWatch and
continues walking through illness. From a child
spotting a snowy owl on her way to school in
Winnipeg, to a young woman watching her own
distinctive walk be imitated in an acting class, to a
worried daughter helping her mother relearn how
to walk after a bad fall on a busy road, MacDonald
shares how walking has shaped her life and the
lives of many others. Wry, smart, political and
lyrical, these essays share the joy of walking as
well its danger and uncovers the promise it offers
– of healing, companionship, and understanding.

F o r more informa t i o n a b o u t S t r a ggle:
A d v e ntures in Wa l k i n g W h i l e F em a l e,
p l e a se visit the W o la sk & Wynn
w e b site.

""Tanis MacDonald walks her world as 'the ever-shifting all' of her, curious, wise, witty,
thoughtful and engaging. Meander with this fine writer in the real and the imaginary;
prepare to be provoked, inspired, gutted and joyful. Straggle is a marvel of a book: follow
its fascinating trails."
– Lorri Neilsen Glenn, author of Following the River: Traces of Red River Women
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ACCUTE congratulates Nduka Otiono (Carleton
University) for the publication of his selected
poems, DisPlace (Wilfrid Laurier University Press).
Edited by Peter Midgley, DisPlace: The Poetry of
Nduka Otiono engages actively with a diasporic
world: Otiono is equally at home critiquing
petroculture in Nigeria and in Canada. His work
straddles multiple poetic traditions and places
African intellectual history at the forefront of an
engagement with Western poetics.
The poems in this selection are drawn from
Otiono's two published collections, Voices in the
Rainbow, and Love in a Time of Nightmares. Displace
also includes previously unpublished new poems.
Peter Midgley’s introduction contextualizes
Otiono’s work within the frame of physical and
spiritual mobility, diaspora, and newer critical
frames like Afropolitanism, attending to form as
well as his political engagement. The volume
concludes with an interview of the poet by Chris
Dunton that touches on the nature of poetry,
language loss, and diasporic identities.

F o r more informa t i o n a b o u t D i s P lace:
T h e Poetry of Nd u k a O t i o n o, pl e ase
v i s i t the W i l f rid Laurier U n i v e r s i t y
P r e s s w e b site.

"The most personal of Otiono’s poems are mostly elegiac, with death pawing at the door,
and the language swaying with a new, lithe spring to it and the strength one associates
with fine, high-tensile wire. The poet’s imagistic reflections on life are at once sonorous,
contemplative, bold, and defiant."
— Chris Dunton, Professor of Literature in English and former Dean of The Faculty of
Humanities at The National University of Lesotho, Roma
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Newly appointed CWC Secretary and University of
Toronto Professor Robert McGill has just released
a new novel, A Suitable Companion for the End of
Your Life, published by Coach House Books.
A Suitable Companion for the End of Your Life is
described as a bold and absurd new take on the
dystopian plague novel, where people are treated
like IKEA furniture.
Distraught and hopeless, an eighteen-year-old
distance runner, Regan, decides to end her life. And
she’ll do it through an unusual new method
available only on the dark web. Enter Ülle, a woman
with amnesia, who will, inadvertently, make Regan’s
wish come true.
Soon Ülle begins to remember her past and the
outrageous steps her government took to combat
a deadly pandemic of parasitic infections, which
have brought her to this new country and to
Regan’s house. Meanwhile, Regan might be
changing her mind, and she finds herself more and
more concerned about keeping both Ülle and
herself alive. But the shadowy organization that
brought them together wants to keep them both
quiet – permanently.

For more details about A Suitable
Companion for the End of Your Life, please
visit The Coach House Books website.

A Suitable Companion for the End of Your Life is a
darkly comic dystopian tale that probes our
anxieties around boundaries, whether territorial or
bodily, and our fraught desire not to die alone.

"Gripping from the first page, Robert McGill’s A Suitable Companion for the End of Your Life is a dark,
speculative novel with echoes of The Handmaid’s Tale, set against the backdrop of a plague. Some
of us would do anything to survive, down to flatpacking ourselves like IKEA furniture, while others
would do anything to make our miserable lives end. This is timely, provocative, ethically challenging
fiction that asks whether the drive to survive is stronger than the inevitability of death."
–Ian Williams, author of Reproduction
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ACCUTE is pleased to announce the publication of
The Fabulous Op, a collaboration "of vocative
anarchic beauty, with no mild intent" by outgoing
ACCUTE President Gregory Betts (Brock
University) and award-winning author and
frequent Writer-in-Resident Gary Barwin.
This collaborative poem, whose title, according to
the authors, has nothing whatsoever to do with its
anagrams, (about hopefuls, hub of foetal soup, uh,
upbeat fools, push taboo fuel, afoul pub ethos),
began with the authors asking their social media
contacts to post lines of poetry they have forever
memorized. The Fabulous Op is published by Beir
Bua Press in Ireland.
For more information about The Fabulous Op,
please visit the Beir Bua Press website.

Gregory Betts was recently awarded the 2022
Gabrielle-Roy Prize and the 2022 Basil StuartStubbs Book Prize for his scholarly publication,
Finding Nothing: The Vangardes,1959-1975, published
by University of Toronto Press.
Congratulations, Gregory, and thank you for
devoting such energy to ACCUTE during your
presidency.
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ACCUTE's mission is to promote the interests of those teaching and
researching in the various fields of English Studies in Canadian colleges and
universities. Your membership is more important today than ever.
Visit accute.ca to renew.

THE ACCUTE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
(in effect 1 July 2022)

Douglas Ivison, President
Cheryl Lousley, Vice-President
Erin Knight, Office Coordinator
Carellin Brooks, Contract Academic Faculty Caucus Rep
Krista Collier-Jarvis, President: Graduate Student Caucus
Kit Dobson, Member-at-Large: Professional Concerns
Mark Kaethler, Member-at-Large: Colleges
Sarah Banting, Member-at-Large: Priestley Prize
Shazia Hafiz Ramji, Lead Coordinator for the CWC
Gregory Betts, Past President
Allan Pero, Editor of English Studies in Canada (ex-officio)
Susie O'Brien, CACE President (ex-officio)
The Angle is produced by Erin Knight

The Angle is a forum to make your voice heard. If you wish to contribute to this newsletter
or submit Letters to the Editor, please contact info.accute@gmail.com.

