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The ACCUTE Newsletter prints
news items that will be of interest to
the English studies community,
such as members’ recent book
publications. Please send
announcements to the Office
Coordinator, Vicky Simpson
info.accute@gmail.com. The
deadline for the next ACCUTE
Newsletter is 15 March 2020.
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ACCUTE wants you!
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: Nominations are now being accepted for two Board
positions, to serve from June 2020-22. One will serve as the Contract Academic
Faculty Representative, and the other as Member-at-Large (Colleges). Contact:
info.accute@gmail.com Deadline: May 1, 2020, to be elected at the Annual

General Meeting on June 1, 2020.
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President’s Message
Jennifer Andrews
ACCUTE has a long history of advocacy on behalf of its membership, and much of that work is done
behind the scenes. My intention in this column is to highlight one example of ACCUTE’s recent
advocacy work. The reality is that pressing questions and issues in our profession often arise at
points of crisis and lead to unexpected and meaningful outcomes as I hope has been the case over
the past eighteen months. ACCUTE needs to continue to use its voice to demonstrate the
importance of English studies in Canada to institutions, governments, and the public, but it also
needs to offer education and resources relevant to the profession that may not be readily accessed
elsewhere.
A primary focus of my work as ACCUTE president has been on educating members about
defamation law, a subject that was not front of mind when I began this role. To put it simply,
defamation is the communication of a false statement about someone, to a person other than the
one being defamed, that has a negative impact on that defamed individual’s reputation. I owe a debt
of thanks to the ACCUTE members who drew my attention to the complexity of how defamation is
defined in Canadian law and what being charged with defamation can mean. As I learned more
about the contradictory ways in which defamation law may be used to both provoke and silence, I
reached out to the Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences, a not-for-profit organization
that consists of over 160 universities, colleges, and scholarly associations across Canada and has
over 91,000 members. The mission of the FHSS is to “promote dialogue on ideas and issues that are
critical to the public and research communities” (FHSS). Fortunately, FHSS President Gabriel Miller
understood the relevance of providing education on defamation law to folks working across the social
sciences and humanities, and so generously committed to hiring a legal expert Stéphane ÉmardChabot, the former Assistant Dean of Law at the University of Ottawa and a practicing lawyer, to
create two resources for all members of the FHSS, which includes ACCUTE.
Over the late summer and fall of 2019, Stéphane drafted a written document, “Introduction to
Defamation Law: A Resource for Canadian Scholar,” for the FHSS website. This resource was done
in consultation with the ACCUTE Board and CACE (Canadian Association of Chairs of English) in an
effort to ensure that the document answered the questions and concerns of members in clear and
accessible language. With the completion of that document in October 2019, Stéphane and I
partnered to create a one-hour webinar hosted by the FHSS that would make it easy for members to
learn about defamation law through multiple mediums. The webinar added a more lively, interactive
element to the education process by including questions posed by those who signed up to take the
webinar in November 2019 (an opportunity that ACCUTE publicized to members). The webinar
consists of slides that act as visual prompts for a conversation between myself and Stéphane about
how to define defamation law, what the two stages to prove defamation involve, what the relationship
is between defamation law and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and how to deal with a lawsuit
—either as the accused or as someone who believes they have been defamed. Notably, both
documents have been produced in English and French. I owe a debt of thanks to my colleague in
the Department of French at UNB, Chantal Richard, who took my place in the taping of the French
webinar; Chantal’s interest and willingness to participate also reflects the reality that defamation law
is a topic that resonates across disciplinary boundaries and fields of study.
The webinars and handout will be posted to the FHSS website in early 2020. ACCUTE will circulate
an email to provide links to these resources, and we hope that they will offer members a useful tool-
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kit on defamation law and a starting point for understanding what is a complex web of legal
discourse. While I pride myself on being an adept and skilled reader, understanding defamation law
is not easy. Nonetheless, Stéphane brings clarity and a touch of wry humour to the topic! What
surprised me was the breadth of the meaning of the word “publication” when it comes to defamation
law. Most academics think (as I do) that publication is confined to the pages of a scholarly journal, a
book chapter or manuscript, or other printed materials, like an open-access journal or newspaper
editorial. But in the context of defamation law, printed material is anything that is conveyed either
orally or in writing to a person other than the individual being defamed, so that could include
tweeting, posting or reposting on the internet, lecturing, and emailing, along with the traditional acts
of publishing. Moreover, as Stéphane explains in the webinar, defamation law involves a two-step
process. Firstly, intention is determined and is done so based on a combination of factors: the
context of publication and the perspective of an average person in society, rather than the specific
intent of the individual who produced the publication. Secondly, if the remarks appear defamatory, the
defendant has multiple avenues of defense as long as the remarks can be justified because they are
objectively true, express an opinion based on facts, or operate as “responsible communication on
matters of public interest.” Footnotes and hyperlinks can and do sit in the grey zone of uncertainty,
but Stéphane points out in the webinar that if an individual clearly endorses a particular point of view
through these footnotes or links, then defamation is much more readily proven. Simply sharing
information is likely not enough to allow a defamation suit to go forward. Finally, while the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms may seem to protect academics, in fact, it is designed to protect individuals
from the State but not from each other.
The webinar also touches on what to do if you are faced with a defamation suit (either as the person
filing it or the person being charged), outlining the basic steps to take and who to reach out to for
assistance, a question that directly relates to the concerns expressed by members of ACCUTE. The
advice given is pragmatic and recognizes that not everyone will have easy access to a lawyer
through their institution; alternatives may include legal clinics and consulting with professional
organizations in your field of study to seek other forms of non-legal support (like ACCUTE). Doing
this kind of work for ACCUTE is both rewarding and frustrating. What became clear during this
process to me is that defamation law is complicated and definitely case-specific. There are no easy
answers. While I am incredibly grateful to the Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences,
Stéphane Émard-Chabot, and my colleague Chantal Richard, as well as the ACCUTE Executive and
Board for their support with this endeavor, I also recognize the increasing vulnerability of those who
speak out and may find themselves facing legal action. There is always more to do and ACCUTE will
continue to be a strong advocate for its members.

The next MLA is in Toronto!
The 2021 Modern Language Association conference is being held in Toronto January 7-10, 2021. Early
panels with calls for papers are already beginning to appear. New panels are being added daily, most
with submission deadlines of early to mid-March. You can find the growing list of panels and their CFP’s
here:
https://mla.confex.com/mla/2021/webprogrampreliminary/programs.html
Interested in proposing a panel? Panels can be proposed as “working groups” or by individual MLA
members as “special panels.” The deadline to propose panels is February 28, 2020. You can find
details on how to propose sessions here: https://www.mla.org/Convention/Planning-a-ConventionSession/Calls-for-Papers
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Vice-President’s Message
Elizabeth Effinger
With the start of 2020, we look ahead to another
exciting year for ACCUTE but also wonder what the next decade will look like for our association.
We have lots to be excited about!
We received an impressive number of submissions for this year’s conference. Acceptances have
gone out and the work of programming now begins! We’re grateful to all our Board Members and
panel organizers for completing the vetting so promptly. To give you a sneak peek as the executive
begins the work of programming, I can share that we’ll have some exciting new formats this year,
including more roundtables and “micro-paper” sessions. Attendees can look forward to more panels
dedicated to pedagogy, a lunchtime film screening, and a special poetry reading. Our two keynote
speakers this year are Anthony Stewart (Bucknell) and Emma Donoghue. You can read more
about their talks in the next section of this newsletter.
We’re delighted that our Local Area Coordinator, Manina Jones (Western) has been working hard
on our behalf to secure us some fabulous rooms and special event spaces. We’re lucky to have her
as our eyes and ears on the ground.
We encourage everyone who will be attending our conference to familiarize themselves with two
important documents included in this newsletter: the helpful ACCUTE Guide for Attending
Congress, and the ACCUTE Membership Drive flyer, which outlines why belonging to ACCUTE
benefits both you and our profession of English studies.
Now that you’ve received your acceptance email, you’ll want to book accommodations and pay
your registration fees early. On campus rooms are an aﬀordable option, and for those who would
prefer to stay oﬀ campus, the Federation has secured special Congress rates at a number of
downtown hotels. You can find the list of on- and oﬀ-campus accommodations and rates here:
https://www.congress2020.ca/plan-your-trip/accommodations. You’ll take advantage of Congress
early bird rates if you register before March 31: https://www.congress2020.ca/register.

ACCUTE GRADUATE STUDENT CONFERENCE PAPER PRIZE
Graduate students: here is some incentive to finish your conference paper with time to spare! Submit
your conference paper to the first annual ACCUTE Graduate Student Conference Paper Prize.
Deadline: May 1, 2020
Submissions will be accepted from current graduate student members of ACCUTE. Submitted papers
must have been accepted to deliver at the ACCUTE meetings at Congress. Max length: 4000 words
(delivery as 20-minute conference paper)
Adjudication: Essays will be judged by the three faculty members selected by the ACCUTE Board
Criteria for award: Selection of winners will be based on the originality and overall excellence of
scholarship, the quality of writing (style, clarity, persuasiveness of argument), the paper’s
professionalism and suitability for conference presentation.
Prizes: First Prize $300, Second Prize $200
Winners will be announced at the ACCUTE Annual Celebration of Research. The names of winners and
titles of papers will be featured on the ACCUTE website, in the ACCUTE newsletter and on social media.
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ACCUTE 2020 Plenary Speakers
ANTHONY STEWART (BUCKNELL UNIVERSITY)
Anthony Stewart is John P. Crozer Chair of English
Literature at Bucknell University. He is the author
of George Orwell, Doubleness, and the Value of
Decency (Routledge, 2003), You Must Be a Basketball
Player: Rethinking Integration in the
University (Fernwood, 2009), and Visitor: My Life in
Canada (Fernwood, 2014). His latest
book, Approximate Gestures: The Meaning of the
Between in the Fiction of Percival Everett is due out in
Spring 2020, with Louisiana State University Press. In
2018, he co-edited (with Joe Weixlmann) a special
issue of African American Review, on the work of
Percival Everett. He thinks his latest project may be a
critical reflection on notions of home, as represented
in the work of several African-descended writers who
are not American but who write about ideas of home,
whether that be United States or elsewhere.

“Changing Scripts and the Rejection of Double Consciousness
in the Fiction of Paul Beatty”
Paul Beatty, in his way, is declaring in his fiction his outright rejection of the notion of double
consciousness, specifically the rejection of its explanatory function. He is saying that, for him, and
by extension, for African Americans, the time has passed for explanations and concessions to the
viewpoint of the other (the “other” here being members of the ostensible mainstream, who are other
to—and have othered for centuries—African Americans), and that one avenue to express this
passage of time is through art. He does not presume to “speak” as the “voice of African
Americans,” since such a presumption would undermine this rejection of DuBois’s explanatory
formulation, at least tacitly lending credence to the impulse toward some totalizing explanation of
African American life, experience, ontology, really. Instead his work suggests something more
anarchic, more free, perhaps even more utopian.
What we get instead from Beatty is representations of what the African American selfconsciousness that DuBois posits as unattainable when he’s writing might look like when rendered
artistically in the twenty-first century. This is a self-consciousness that Beatty asserts forcibly and
without concern for his work being measured by any tape other than that of his own choosing.
Those who “get” Beatty’s work get it not because of any explanatory concessions it makes, for it
makes very few, if any. They get it because of their willingness to accept the challenge that his work
lays down, on its own terms. In other words, the onus is on his reader at least as much as it is on
him as artist.
And by “challenge” I mean something quite specific. I mean that word in the way that Brian
Massumi uses it in his “Translator’s Foreword” to A Thousand Plateaus, where he describes that
book this way:
ACCUTE Newsletter
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The best way of all to approach the book is to read it as a challenge: to pry open the vacant
spaces that would enable you to build your life and those of the people around you into a
plateau of intensity that would leave afterimages of its dynamism that could be reinjected into
still other lives, creating a fabric of heightened states between which any number, the greatest
number, of connecting routes would exist. Some might call that promiscuous. Deleuze and
Guattari call it revolution. (xv)
The roiling sense of dynamism, and infinitude, that Massumi invokes here conjures notions of the
unpredictable and revolutionary, as well as suggesting how such revolutions of thought can
potentially aﬀect all corners of our lives. To start, though, one needs to be able to imagine oneself
on one’s own terms, rather than through the eyes of others.

EMMA DONOGHUE
Born in Dublin in 1969, Emma Donoghue is a
novelist, screenwriter and playwright who lives
in Canada. Her novel Room won the Rogers
Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize and the
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize (Canada/
Caribbean) and was shortlisted for the Man
Booker and Orange Prizes, selling more than
two million copies. Donoghue scripted the
Canadian-Irish film of Room which was
nominated for four Academy Awards, including
Best Picture. Her fiction (short and long) ranges
from the contemporary (Stirfry, Hood, Landing, Touchy Subjects) to
the historical (Slammerkin, The Sealed
Letter, Astray, Frog Music). Donoghue’s books for young readers are The Lotterys Plus One and The
Lotterys More Or Less. Her last novel for adults, The Wonder, was shortlisted for the Scotiabank
Giller Prize.

“Generation Gaps”
The women and men who people Emma Donoghue’s fiction come from a wide range of eras
(medieval to near-future) and countries (France to California). What’s less often discussed is that
they also cover a wide age span, from five-year-old Jack in ROOM to eighty-year-old Noah in her
most recent novel, AKIN, about a retired professor on a quest to uncover his mother’s World-War-II
experiences. Three of Donoghue’s books explore close relationships between children and
grandparent or pseudograndparent figures (two generations apart): ROOM, AKIN, and her book for
younger readers, THE LOTTERYS PLUS ONE. In this talk (with short readings), Donoghue will
discuss challenges - technical, psychological, political and even ethical - raised by writing youth
and age. She will oﬀer insight into the struggle to get the language right, make the bodily sensations
and rhythms real and unstereotyped, the behaviour and manners convincing, and the cultural
references meaningful to readers of a wide range of ages. If writing a child demands a sort of deep
excavation of one’s own memory of having been that young, creating a character who is ‘other’ by
virtue of being considerably older than oneself calls for a diﬀerent kind of work: a sort of empathetic
extrapolation. A separate but inextricable issue is how to capture the flavour of each historical
generation, formed by their distinct experiences, as well as how diﬀerent generations do or don’t
talk to each other.
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A Beginner’s Guide to Attending ACCUTE at
Congress
Authored by Manina Jones
Congress can be overwhelming, especially if it’s your first time attending. We’ve put together some
advice on getting the most out of the ACCUTE Congress experience. For details on all the events
mentioned, read through the program.
BEFORE YOU GO…
Connect with your fellow attendees beforehand. ACCUTE member Jessica MacDonald points out
that you can connect “on Twitter or elsewhere, using conference hashtags if they're available
(#Congressh, #accute), by contacting folks you already know who are also going. That way you have
some support and connections to draw from once you get there. On the opposite end, for those who
have been to Congress before, talk to the newbies in your association and welcome them warmly.
That always helps.”
Plan your conference, but be flexible: Even before you leave home, you can look over the
ACCUTE program Congress web site and schedule out the sessions and events you most want to
attend. Sometimes you discover unexpected pleasures, so be open to that too.
If you’re presenting a paper, or chairing a session, consult the ACCUTE Best Practices for
Presenters and Chairs guides for practical advice that will help you prepare, and minimize the
unknown factors for the formal part of the conference.
WHEN YOU ARRIVE…
Don’t be shy. Introduce yourself. Connect with people whose work you admire. Ask questions.
Exchange email addresses. As ACCUTE member Lucia Lorenzi says, “Remember that your fellow
panelists, your panel chair, and your audience members are there to support your work, and that part
of the great thing about conferences is getting feedback on works in progress: it's okay to still be
working things through. Remember that for all of the ungenerous scholars out there, there are
dozens more who are dedicated to nurturing a nourishing and inviting community of inquiry.”
Plan on “downtime” and look after yourself: There’s a lot going on. You can’t do it all. Take some
time out of the social hub-bub for quiet reflection.
Your first stop should be to pick up your Registration package or register if you haven’t already done
so. Your package will include a nametag. Wear it: you want people to know your name and affiliation,
and it will also allow you entry to sessions.
Look out for the Congress Expo, with publishers’ displays, career presentations, workshops, book
launches, organization booths (often with Congress swag!). Set some time aside to browse the Expo.
It’s a great way to take a break from sessions.
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Check in at the ACCUTE Welcome Table. There will be someone at the table to answer questions,
and you can pick up a paper copy of the ACCUTE program there. Each day, there will also be
morning coffee available close by.
Attend the ACCUTE plenaries. During these talks, there are no other ACCUTE sessions scheduled,
so members of ACCUTE and our collaborating associations come together en masse to participate.
The ACCUTE Annual General Meeting welcomes all members, and it can be an illuminating and
fun occasion. There are presentations from SSHRC and the Federation of the Social Sciences and
Humanities, a business meeting, and discussion about ACCUTE’s mandate and activities.
If you’re a student, you can meet up with others with common interests at the Graduate Student
Caucus luncheon meeting, where issues of concern to this constituency are identified and
discussed over sandwiches.
If you are a Contract Academic Faculty member, there’s a lunch meeting to talk about issues
important to you as well.
SOCIALIZING
There are lots of opportunities to meet, network, commiserate, and even dance with other attendees.
Here are some of the best places ACCUTE members gather to socialize.
Morning Coffee and Breaks: The breaks between sessions are half an hour. This provides a great
opportunity to chat with friends, follow up on sessions you’ve attended, and do some networking.
Morning coffee is offered daily.
The President’s Reception: This is your opportunity to socialize with members from a wide range of
associations gathered for Congress, along with Congress and University brass. It’s the host
university’s opportunity to impress Congress attendees, so the location is usually agreeable, and the
(free) food is typically good.
The ESC Bash: This annual event takes place on Saturday, the first night of Congress, so it’s a good
way to start off your conference. It’s hosted by ACCUTE’s journal, English Studies in Canada, at a
local pub. It’s open to all ACCUTE members and always features lively company, tasty snacks, and a
well-deserved fêting of ESC’s accomplishments over the past year.
The ACCUTE Annual Celebration of Research is just what its name suggests: a get-together. Over
drinks and snacks you can peruse book and journal displays from our sponsors, check out a rotating
slide show featuring graduate student research, and toast the winners of ACCUTE’s Priestley Prize
and Graduate Student Essay Award.
The Legendary ACCUTE Dance Party: Not-to-be-missed. A Congress tradition, this event usually
starts at 8:30 pm. DJ’ed by ACCUTE’s executive member Mark McCutcheon, it is the place where
you can move rhythmically to music in an energetic way.
Keep in mind that all members are expected to comport themselves appropriately and respectfully at
all times. See Congress’ Code of Conduct.
Last, a note for established scholars: consider buying lunch for a grad student or under-funded
attendee. It's a small gesture, but a collegial one, and for people on a tight budget, it makes a
difference.
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The ACCUTE Board of Directors
Jennifer Andrews (President)
Elizabeth Effinger (Vice-President)
Ann Gagné (CAF Caucus Rep)
Nahmi Lee (President, Graduate Student Caucus
Rep)
Kit Dobson (Member-at-Larger, Prof. Concerns)
Laura K. Davis (Member-at-Large, Colleges)
Hannah McGregor (Member-at-Large, Priestley
Prize)
Gregory Betts (President-Elect)
Alan Pero (Editor, English Studies in Canada)
(ex-officio)
Jacqueline Jenkins (CACE President) (ex-officio)

With thanks…
The ACCUTE office runs only with the help of
the ACCUTE board and past offices, as well as
the support of the University of New
Brunswick’s Department of English and the
Faculty of Arts.
We especially want to thank ACCUTE’s
members for your support. Please remember to
renew your membership. It’s quick and easy,
and you can do it online!

The ACCUTE Office
Vicky Simpson (ACCUTE Office Coordinator)
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