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President’s Message
Jennifer Andrews
The ACCUTE Newsletter prints
news items that will be of interest to
the English studies community,
such as members’ recent book
publications and calls for papers.
Please send announcements to the
Office Coordinator, Vicky Simpson
info.accute@gmail.com. The
deadline for the next ACCUTE
Newsletter is 15 June 2019.
ACCUTE Newsletter

ACCUTE 2019 will take
place on UBC’s Point Grey
campus in Vancouver.

I can hardly believe that it was a year ago when the ACCUTE 2018
program was posted, prior to our meeting in Regina, and that the
2019 ACCUTE conference on the UBC campus in Vancouver is just a
month away. Here in Fredericton we are still contending with large
piles of snow, flooding riverbanks, and rain; the sun occasionally
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peeks out with the promise of spring. However, in Vancouver, flowers are blooming and
temperatures are getting downright balmy, making me eager to fly west!
Before I encourage you to take a closer look at the 2019 ACCUTE program and the delights it
features, I want to take a moment to express my deep gratitude to the Executive team at UNB who
continue to amaze me: Liz Eﬃnger, ACCUTE’s Vice-President, and Vicky Simpson, ACCUTE’s Oﬃce
Coordinator. These two have shown incredible creativity and thoughtfulness in planning for
Congress 2019, starting with Liz’s brilliant online programming system which took us from post-its
to spreadsheets, and Vicky’s knack for creating diverse and exciting programming from a sea of
proposals. Without the contributions of these two fabulous women, I would have been lost!
This year’s program is drawn from over 300 peer-reviewed, blind vetted submissions, that were
evaluated thanks to the quick work of the ACCUTE Board before and during the Christmas season:
Laura Davis, Peter Sinnema, Mark MacCutcheon, Ann Gagné, Lee Easton, Manina Jones, Allan
Pero, and Liz. Thank you also to all of those members who proposed sessions and undertook the
process of carefully blind vetting proposals to produce the panels that appear in the ACCUTE
schedule, and to our Local Area Coordinator, Katja Thieme, who has been helpful at ironing out
logistics at UBC.
ACCUTE regularly continues to partner with a number of other associations, groups, and journals,
including this year: NASSR (North American Society for the Study of Romanticism), CACE
(Canadian Chairs of English), English Studies in Canada, CLSG (Christianity and Literature Study
Group), CACLALS (Canadian Association for Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies),
CAAS (Canadian Association of American Studies), CASDW (Canadian Association for Discourse
and Writing), CCLA (Canadian Comparative Literature Association), ILSA (Indigenous Literary
Studies Association), CSDH (Canadian Society for Digital Humanities), NAVSA (North American
Victorian Studies Association), Canadian Literature (celebrating the journal’s 60th birthday!), and
VSAO (Victorian Studies Association of Ontario). As former ACCUTE President, Jason Haslam,
recently reminded me, 2019 marks the twentieth anniversary of ACCUTE’s tradition of collaborating
with other associations on joint panels. The first joint panel, undertaken with NASSR in 1999, was
prompted by previous ACCUTE President Marjorie Stone’s ingenuity so we owe Marjorie an
enormous thank you for initiating this wonderful approach to programming.
Our program begins on Saturday, June 1st on the UBC Campus in the Buchanan Building, our home
for the duration of Congress 2019; our first session starts at the civilized hour of 10:30am and runs
until Tuesday, June 4th, with our last session scheduled from 10:30 to 12 noon. Beyond the
fabulous mix of panels, Day One includes two book launches at the lunch hour, and the amazing
Plenary lecture by Jasbir Puar from 3:30-5pm. Day Two promises to be equally busy, with sessions
starting at 8:30am, including a session revisiting the excellent #MeToo discussion from last year, our
Campus Reps and Grad Caucus meetings at lunch time, and David Chariandy’s plenary talk from
3:30-5pm. Monday marks another set of amazing panels, two more book launches, and the
ACCUTE Annual General Meeting (from 4-5:30pm), followed by the ACCUTE Celebration of
Research (5:30-6:30) and the famous ACCUTE Dance Party at the Nest from 8:00 pm onward, a
stellar venue thanks to Laura Moss! The last day of the conference is jam-packed with sessions
from 8:30am to noon, just in time to allow us all to head home and collapse at the end of what
promises to be the best-ever ACCUTE conference.
A couple of critical reminders to those attending ACCUTE 2019 can be found by clicking here:
https://accute.ca/accute-conference. Make sure to book your accommodations and flights as soon
as possible and be sure to register for both Congress and ACCUTE to be sure that you are set when
you arrive at UBC: https://www.congress2019.ca. Frequently asked questions, including the
Congress conduct policy, and information regarding accessibility and child care are addressed here:
https://www.congress2019.ca/register/faqs#2-1. Do remember that you can register on-site if you
forget to do so beforehand.
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If you do have a last minute change of plans and cannot make your paper, please let us know at
ACCUTE by email as far in advance as you can so that we can improvise accordingly. If you are
uncertain as to what other steps you can take to prepare for ACCUTE, do check out our updated
conference guides at https://accute.ca/accute-conference/best-practices-for-presenters-andchairs/.
For graduate students, as well as those who are under waged and/or contract academic faculty,
ACCUTE is unique in providing reimbursement of up to 50% of travel expenses for those who are
presenting a paper at the 2019 conference at UBC. Please keep original boarding passes and
tickets for submission to ACCUTE. Details about how to apply for this funding are available here:
https://accute.ca/accute-conference/presenter-travel-claim-form/. Don’t forget that ACCUTE also
funds the Graduate Student Conference Paper Prize which has a cash prize ($300 for first place and
$200 for second place), along with promotion of the winner at the Celebration of Research, on the
ACCUTE website, and on ACCUTE social media. The deadline to submit a paper is Friday, May 4th
(https://accute.ca/gradstudentprize). The three judges for this blind-vetted prize are Lorraine York
(McMaster), Edie Snook (UNB), and yours truly.
Safe travels and see you at UBC on June 1st! ✍

Vice-President’s Message
Elizabeth Effinger
The countdown is oﬃcially on here at the ACCUTE Oﬃce. With less than a month now until the
conference, we’re busy putting the finishing touches on we anticipate will be an exciting Congress.
A few words on what we’ve been up to recently.
We’ve made some changes in hopes of generating additional money to help support
important initiatives like the “Help Fund a Membership for an Underwaged Colleague”
and the more recent Graduate Student Essay Prize. Now it’s even easier to donate
to the Essay Prize by clicking the PayPal link on our website. Thanks to our many
generous members who have already contributed! Any size donation is appreciated!
To say thanks, we’ll be posting the names of our donors (without dollar amounts) in
alphabetic order in our conference program.
We’ve also introduced a three-tiered sponsorship system for organizations:
Gold, Silver, and Bronze. Each tier aﬀords our sponsors diﬀerent means of
connecting with the ACCUTE membership, and features promotion at the
ACCUTE conference and beyond. Monies raised from sponsorship go toward
travel reimbursements for ACCUTE members. To check out our current sponsors,
please see the “Sponsors” section in this newsletter, and visit the ACCUTE 2019
Sponsors page on our website: https://accute.ca/accute-conference/accute-2019sponsors/ A big thank you for your enthusiastic responses! If your department or
organization would like to learn more about becoming a sponsor, please contact
the ACCUTE Oﬃce Coordinator, Vicky Simpson: info.accute@gmail.com
Finally, a reminder that graduate students — attending or not — should submit a slide for the
Celebration of Research slideshow by May 15th. It’s a great way to get your research ideas and
your name out there! Send your elevator-pitch to info.accute@gmail.com to be included in this
year’s slideshow!
Look forward to seeing you all soon! ✍
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Contract Academic Faculty Report
Ann Gagné
NeMLA’s 50th Anniversary Conference: Focus on Precarity and
Access
The 50th annual Northeast Modern Languages Association
conference was held March 21-March 24 in Gaylord Hotel in National
Harbour, Maryland. Across the Potomac River from the White House,
the venue of the conference was at times glamorous and
overwhelming, supported by an overpriced $5CDN cup of coﬀee
(with no free caﬀeine in sight). Though this venue was a bit more
pricey than usual NeMLA spots, I do like NeMLA because they
always put a focus on contract academic issues and have very
strong caucuses like the CAITY caucus (Contigent/Adjunct/
Independent Scholar/Two-Year) and the Women and Gender Studies
Ann Gagné (Durham
caucus (WGS). The WGS has a mentorship program for graduate
College) is ACCUTE’s
students which is wonderful and the conference also had many
Contract Academic
pedagogy and professional workshops. At this NeMLA, workshops
Faculty Caucus
included: how to build a learning community, how to apply for grants,
how to convert your C.V. to a résumé for Alt-Ac searches, and exploring Representative
(2018-2020)
Alt-Ac options. I will return to the many Alt-Ac discussions shortly.
NeMLA also had free professional headshots available throughout the
conference for those looking to have a “better than selfie” version to put
on a website, and a social media coach available for consultation. With Homi Bhabha as one of the
keynote speakers, this conference was filled with many opportunities to discuss issues of
importance to CAF and early career researchers.
Composition and Curriculum for Sessionals
I focused my attendance on panels that would be of interest and importance to contract academic
faculty so I started with a few panels that discussed composition courses and introductory English
which contract faculty often teach at the college level. At a roundtable discussion on experiential
learning, Kathleen Vandenberg from Boston University raised important and necessary points about
the socio-political aspects of experiential learning being added to composition courses, such as
study abroad opportunities. She questioned who could travel for these opportunities with an astute
class analysis. Vandenberg highlighted that there is little discourse around carbon footprint in
relation to these travel opportunities for undergraduates, and pointed to a great documentary called
Urbanized (which is available through Kanopy if your institution has a subscription to that service)
that speaks to the language of the city and how each city’s design is influenced by user experience.
As institutions push for more experiential learning as a way to tie-in authentic assessment in
foundational courses, these kinds of opportunities are frequently not available nor economically
viable for contract academic instructors. Moreover, low-cost virtual options that could meet the
same learning outcomes while being more inclusive and accessible are being forgotten.
Many of the composition panels had discussions centered on Standard American English (SAE) and
what this concept of a “standard” way of speaking does for attempts at inclusion and access,
especially in community colleges and lower-income institutions. Christian Aguiar from Georgetown
University gave an inspiring talk about how we conceptualize scaﬀolding within curriculum and how
scaﬀolds can actually suggest a sense of insecurity and obstacles (the same kind of insecurity felt
by contract academic faculty). Of note in Aguiar’s paper was a reference to Genesea M. Carter and
William H. Thelin’s edited collection Class in the Composition Classroom: Pedagogy and the
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Working Class (2017) which addresses the need for inclusion in our pedagogical and curricular
praxis.
The Job Market: Disability and Precarity
NeMLA was strong this year with panels addressing disability and the academic job market. Chris
McGunnigle, previously at the University of Louisana Lafayette, is editing a collection on disability in
the job market and in his paper he cited that only 1.5% of faculty in the US have disclosed a
disability whereas people with a disability constitute approximately 33% of the population of the
US. This panel included a great discussion about disclosure and what happens when you do or do
not disclose a disability when applying for TT positions. On that same panel, Steven Singer of the
College of New Jersey, gave an insightful approach to the overt, covert, adverse, and laissez-faire
types of ableism found in academe.
The Gender and Contingency Panel was very insightful and raised issues central to contract
academic faculty. Rachelann Copland presented statistics that 42% of adjuncts would recommend
their line of work to others which Copland emphasizes suggests an optimism about the work that
we do even though that outlook may not always be framed as optimistic. Copland highlighted the
anxiety that working as an adjunct (sessional instructor) creates and that the lack of mental health
supports and oftentimes lack of benefits (depending on the type of position you have) take physical
and emotional toll on instructors. She argued that adjuncts focus on CV building in an attempt to
build human capital within academic structures but asks us to question where all this human capital
leads. On the same panel Margie Burns started with the MLA’s 1992 Statement on the Use of Parttime Faculty. Burns emphasizes that, at the time, this statement was seen as progressive because it
highlights the need to avoid excessive use of part-time faculty and the need to improve employment
conditions for those teaching part time. Even 27 years ago, the statement also emphasizes how
part-time teaching is a threat to educational systems and education as we understand it. Burns coauthored The Female Precariat: Gender and Contingency in the Professional Work Force (Universitas
Press) along with Copland and Tamara Hammond. The Female Precariat provides statistical data
and personal experience on the gendered divisions of academic labour, and shows how even within
the same social science and humanities faculty, a gender analysis shows that those teaching in
history and philosophy (with more part-time faculty gendered male) are paid higher than those
teaching English (with more part-time faculty gendered female). Burns concluded her paper with a
list of “to dos” for those in precarious academic positions:
•
Keep things in writing
•
Support the need for shared governance systems in educational institutions
•
Organize
•
Create (both as a community and with individual ideas)
What We Shouldn’t Call Alt-Ac
I had the pleasure of being part of an Alt-Ac roundtable that was sponsored by the NeMLA
Graduate Students Caucus. It was a very rewarding experience where I shared my background in
instructional design and curriculum development as a way to explore other options both within and
outside academe. I have an issue with the term “alt-ac” and there was good discussion at the
roundtable about its use as noun, verb, and adjective. I believe that positioning the TT as the only
favourable deliverable from a doctoral program is problematic and there were good questions about
how to talk to English and communication departments about how they can better support graduate
students and career pathways that are not entrenched in academic institutions. Guy Risko who is at
Bard High School Early College was also on the roundtable and spoke to the importance of
decoupling the identity category from the praxis when we think of what we do. We need to actively
reframe what we care about, he suggested, and think of the ethics of our knowledge production. A
great tool that was brought up by one of the participants in the audience was Imagine PhD which is
an online career tool that helps those in the social sciences and humanities plan a career outside of
academia based on the skills and experience they already have. The roundtable ended with a note
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of positivity which is nice to see when often discussions of contract and precarious academic work
are usually negative because of socio-political policies.
On the Sunday I participated in an Alt-Ac workshop run by Meghan K. Riley who is at the University
of Waterloo. The workshop highlighted categories of academic adjacent work that could be useful
for early career researchers looking for a diﬀerent pathways or graduate students looking to
augment income such as employment as academic advisers and educational developers, as well as
work at writing centres and campus career services. I ended my conference experience by
presenting a paper on UDL strategies in the composition classroom and my fellow panelists gave
excellent talks on reading and crip epistemologies (Johnathan Smilges, Penn State) and importance
of UDL in Open Educational Resources (OERs) (Vicki Pallo and Ryan Calles, Virginia Commonwealth
University). The key takeaway from this panel was that access does not mean accessibility and that
we need to reinforce concepts of class in access discourse especially as part-time or contract
faculty with limited access to resources. One of my fellow panelists directed me to an article about
access and accessibility by Casey Boyle and Nathaniel A.Rivers which I cite below.
Next Year: Boston
NeMLA is in Boston next year and it promises more discussion on precarious work, access to
academic labour, and the need for academic inclusion. Panel CFPs are due on April 29th if you are
interested. Also look out for an exciting CFP focused on CAF members coming soon (details
shortly). I welcome any questions or discussion about the topics mentioned above. What would you
like to see explored further? What can we take up as a point of discussion at our CAF meeting in
June?
Suggested References from Conference
Boyle, Casey and Nathaniel A. Rivers. “A Version of Access,” Technical Communication Quarterly
vol.25, no.1, 2016, pp. 29-47.
Carter, Genesea M and William H. Thelin, editors. Class in the Composition Classroom: Pedagogy
and the Working Class, Utah State UP, 2017.
Standing, Guy. The Precariat: The New Dangerous Class, Bloomsbury, 2011. ✍
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Keynotes @ ACCUTE 2019

We are thrilled to announce that we have secured two fabulous plenary speakers for the Vancouver
conference, thanks to partnerships with CACLALS. Their bios and abstracts appear below.

David Chariandy
Our Canadian keynote is David Chariandy, a Professor in the
Department of English at Simon Fraser University and a well-known
scholar in the fields of Black, Canadian, and Caribbean literatures.
Chariandy teaches contemporary literature, especially Black, Canadian,
and Caribbean prose forms. He also teaches creative writing and cultural
studies. His scholarly criticism has been published in journals such
as Callaloo, Transition Magazine, The Journal of West Indian
Literature, Postcolonial Text, The Global South, and Topia, as well as in
academic books such as the Oxford Handbook of Canadian
Literature, The Routledge Companion to Caribbean Literature,
and Narratives of Citizenship. He has co-edited three special issues of
journals, most recently Transition Magazine 124: “Writing Black
Canadas.”
His first novel entitled Soucouyant was nominated for eleven literary
awards and prizes. It was longlisted for the 2007 Scotiabank Giller Prize, and the 2008 International
IMPAC Dublin Literary Award, and was shortlisted for the 2007 Governor General’s Award for
English-language fiction, the 2008 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best First Book of Canada and
the Caribbean, the 2008 Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize, the 2008 City of Toronto Book Award, the 2008
ReLit Award for fiction, and the 2007 Books in Canada First Novel Award. His second novel
entitled Brother was longlisted for Canada Reads and the Scotiabank Giller Prize, named on eight
year-end Canadian ‘Best Books’ lists, and won the 2017 Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize. His
latest work of creative non-fiction is entitled I’ve Been Meaning To Tell You: A Letter To My Daughter.
Chariandy’s books have been published internationally and have been translated (or are currently
being translated) into French, German, Spanish, Swedish, Catalan, Albanian, and Simplified
Chinese. He is the recipient of the 2019 Windham-Campbell Prize for Fiction.
Originally from Scarborough, Ontario, Chariandy was trained at Carleton University (BA and MA) and
York University (PhD).

Theory[1]

by David Chariandy
In Dionne Brand’s recent novel Theory, the unidentified speaker attempts to complete a wildly
ambitious thesis, confronting not only the distracting forces of three consecutive lovers, but also the
question of ‘Theory’ itself, and the contradictions between the ideal of freely revolutionary research
and writing, and the strictures of institutionally sanctioned language, methods, and references. One
decidedly minor character appearing in a footnote near the end of the novel is ‘Chariandy,’ whose
enthusiastic commentary on the writings of the brilliant ‘Xavier Simon’ serves, perhaps, as but a
further cautionary illustration of the tension between authorized academic criticism and the sublime
energies of Black art.
In the proposed work of auto-fiction, we will attempt to excavate the story of the mysterious
‘Chariandy,’ exploring his own complicated romance with ‘Theory’ in an academic moment and
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setting defined by post-structural melancholia, gloomy utilitarian architecture, an increasingly vocal
racialized student body, and the neo-liberal assault upon an ostensibly ‘radical’ university. In
particular, we will explore ‘Chariandy’s’ eﬀorts to complete an original thesis on Black Canadian
literature while secretly pursuing what he assumes is Theory’s wholly discredited notion of ‘creative
writing.’
[1] a footnote.

Jasbir K. Puar
Our International keynote is Jasbir
K. Puar, Professor and Graduate
Director of Women’s and Gender
Studies at Rutgers University,
where she has been a faculty
member since 2000. Her most
recent book is The Right to Maim:
Debility, Capacity, Disability (2017),
published with Duke University
Press in the series ANIMA: Critical
Race Studies Otherwise that she
co-edits with Mel Chen. Puar is the
author of award-winning Terrorist
Assemblages: Homonationalism in
Queer Times (2007), which has
been re-issued in an expanded
version for its 10th anniversary
(December 2017).
Puar’s edited volumes include a special issue of GLQ (“Queer Tourism: Geographies of
Globalization”) and co-edited volumes of Society and Space (“Sexuality and Space”), Social
Text (“Interspecies”), and Women’s Studies Quarterly (“Viral”). She also writes for The
Guardian, Huﬃngton Post, Art India, The Feminist Review, Bully Bloggers, Jadaliyya, and Oh!
Industry. Her writings have been translated into Polish, French, German, Croatian, Swedish,
Norwegian, Portuguese, Japanese, Korean, Spanish, and Danish.
Puar’s major awards include a 2018 Fellowship from the Palestinian American Research Council, the
2013-14 Society for the Humanities Fellowship at Cornell University, the Edward Said Chair of
American Studies 2012-13 at the American University of Beirut, a Rockefeller Fellowship at the
Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies at the CUNY Graduate Center (1999-2000) and a Ford
Foundation grant for archival and ethnographic documentation work (2002-2003). She received the
2013 Modern Languages Association Gay Lesbian/Queer Caucus Michael Lynch Award for her
years of scholar-activist work. In January 2013 she was honored with the Robert Sutherland
Visitorship at Queens University, awarded to “a notable individual with expertise in race relations.”
She has also received two awards for her graduate teaching, in 2011 from the Graduate School of
Rutgers University and in 2012 from the Northeastern Association of Graduate Schools. In 2017
Puar’s article “Bodies with New Organs: Becoming Trans, Becoming Disabled” (Social Text #124)
was awarded the Modern Language Association’s Gay Lesbian/Queer Caucus’s Crompton-Noll
Prize for Best LGBTQ Studies Article.
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Distinguished lectureships include the Butrill Endowed Fund for Ethics Lecture at Texas A&M
University (2017); the Hull Lecture on Women and Justice at University of California Santa Barbara
(2015); the Lionel Cantu Memorial lecture at University of California Santa Cruz (2014); Henry
Jackson Endowed Lectureship in International Relations at Whitman College (2014); the Peg Zeglin
Brand Lecturer at Indiana University (2013); Whidden Lecturer at McMaster University (2013);
Distinguished Visiting Professor at the American University of Cairo (2012); the Institute of Women’s
Studies’ Shirley Greenberg Lecture at the University of Ottawa (2012).

Spatial Debilities: Slow Life and Carceral Capitalism in Palestine
by Jasbir K. Puar

There has been much written on the forms of control enacted in the splintering occupation of
Palestine, in particular regarding mobility, identity, and spatiality, yet this vast scholarship has
presumed the prominence of the abled-body that is hindered through the infrastructures of
occupation. In this lecture I examine the splintering occupation in relation to disability and the
spatial distribution of debilitation, highlighting the logistics of border crossings and movement in the
West Bank in relation to disability rights frameworks. I argue two things: one, that the creation of
what Celeste Langan terms “mobility disabilities” through both corporeal assault and infrastructural
and bureaucratic means are not only central to the calculus of the occupation, but importantly,
linked logics of debilitation; and two, that these calibrations of various types of movement are forms
of carceral containment and enclosure that render specific stretchings of space and time, what we
could call slow life.

Members’ News
JULIET McMASTER, retired Distinguished Professor of English at the
University of Alberta and founder of the Juvenilia Press, is the co-editor with
Leslie Robertson and others of the Press's latest book, The Journals and
Poems of Marjory Fleming. Fleming, though she died at eight years old,
nevertheless makes it into the DNB, and her verse and journal entries are
both funny and moving. Three of the students who participated in the editing
gave a panel at the conference of the Victorian Studies Association of
Western Canada last summer. The Juvenilia Press, besides recovering the
writings of youthful writers, is a pedagogic project that gives students the
opportunity to learn editing skills as they work alongside experienced
scholars.

BENJAMIN LEFEBVRE (Laurier/Ryerson) is pleased to announce the
launch of The L.M. Montgomery Library, a set of volumes published by
University of Toronto Press that collects Montgomery's extensive
periodical work for her worldwide readership in the twenty-first century.
Each volume is supplemented by a preface, an afterword, and annotations
that provide context for all readers. The first two volumes – A Name for
Herself: Selected Writings, 1891–1917 and A World of Songs: Selected
Poems, 1894–1921 – are available now, and they will be followed by
volumes of her collected stories and collected poems, organized
chronologically.
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NORA FOSTER STOVEL is pleased to announce the publication of her
edited volume, The Creation of iGiselle: Classical Ballet Meets
Contemporary Video Games (U of Alberta P, 2019). The unusual marriage
of Romantic ballet and artificial intelligence is an intriguing idea that led a
team of interdisciplinary researchers to design iGiselle, a video game
prototype. Scholars in the fields of literature, physical education, music,
design, and computer science collaborated to revise the tragic narrative
of the nineteenth-century ballet Giselle, allowing players to empower the
heroine for possible ”feminine endings.” The eight interrelated chapters
chronicle the origin, development, and fruition of the project. Dancers,
gamers, and computer specialists will all find something original that will
stimulate their respective interests. Contributors: Vadim Bulitko, Wayne
DeFehr, Christina Gier, Pirkko Markula, Mark Morris, Sergio Poo
Hernandez, Emilie St. Hilaire, Nora Foster Stovel, Laura Sydora

KATHLEEN VENEMA (Winnipeg) is pleased to announce the publication
of Bird-Bent Grass: A Memoir, in Pieces (Wilfrid Laurier UP 2018). BirdBent Grass chronicles an extraordinary mother-daughter relationship that
spans distance, time, and, eventually, debilitating illness. In 1986,
Kathleen accepted a three-year teaching assignment in Uganda after a
devastating civil war, and her mother Geeske promised to be her most
faithful correspondent. Exceptionally close, the two women exchanged
more than 200 long letters that reflected their lively interest in literature,
theology, and politics, and explored ideas about identity, belonging, and
home in the context of cross-cultural challenges. Two decades later,
when Geeske was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease, Kathleen
returned to the letters as part of a strategy to keep her beloved mother
engaged as the reader and thinker she’d known all her life. Woven of
excerpts from the two women's correspondence, conversations, journal
entries, and email updates, this critical memoir explores memory, illness,
and immigration; friendship, conflict, resilience, and forgiveness; crosscultural communication, the ethics of international development, and letter-writing as a technology
of intimacy.
AMELIA DEFALCO (Leeds) and LORRAINE YORK (McMaster) are
pleased to announce their edited collection, Ethics and Aﬀects in the
Fiction of Alice Munro (Palgrave, 2019). It explores the representation of
embodied ethics and aﬀects in Alice Munro’s writing. The collection
illustrates how Munro’s short stories powerfully intersect with important
theoretical trends in literary studies, including aﬀect studies, ethical
criticism, age studies, disability studies, animal studies, and
posthumanism. These essays oﬀer us an Alice Munro who is not the
kindly Canadian icon reinforcing small-town verities who was celebrated
and perpetuated in acts of national pedagogy with her Nobel Prize win;
they ponder, instead, an edgier, messier Munro whose fictions of
aﬀective and ethical perplexities disturb rather than comfort. In Munro’s
fiction, unruly embodiments and aﬀects interfere with normative identity
and humanist conventions of the human based on reason and rationality,
destabilizing prevailing gender and sexual politics, ethical
responsibilities, and aﬀective economies. As these essays make clear,
ACCUTE Newsletter
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Munro’s fiction reminds us of the consequences of everyday aﬀects and the extraordinary
ordinariness of the ethical encounters we engage again and again.

MOLLY BLYTH (Trent) and MICHAEL PETERMAN (Trent) are pleased to
announce their edited book, Mary Prince and Ashton Warner: Two Slave
Narratives Transcribed by Susanna Moodie: A Critical Edition. (Tecumseh,
2018). In 1830-31, Susanna Strickland transcribed and helped to edit two
West Indian slave narratives at the London home of her friend Thomas
Pringle, Secretary of the Anti-Slavery Society. Published by Pringle as
pamphlets in 1831, the narratives of Mary Prince and of Ashton Warner
were used in the struggle to abolish slavery in the British Empire. The two
narratives were also crucial to the evolution of Strickland's creative life
after her marriage to John Moodie later that spring and their emigration to
Canada in 1832. Susanna Moodie became the author of Roughing It in the
Bush (1852), a seminal autobiographical work about settling in Upper
Canada that would establish her as one of Canada´s most important early
writers. This critical edition brings the two slave narratives together for the
first time, complete with introductions and notes, as well as accounts of
their initial reception and critical history. Included are key letters of Pringle
to Moodie, and some of their respective 'slavery poetry', as well as
material relating to the lawsuits that followed the publication of The History of Mary Prince. The
inclusion of The Narrative of Ashton Warner, never before republished, enables important new
insights into slavery in Saint Vincent and on the genesis of Mary Prince as well as into their role in
Moodie´s own development as a writer.
TODD PETTIGREW (Cape Breton U), STEPHANIE PETTIGREW (UNB),
and JACQUES BAILLY (Vermont) are pleased to announce their critical
edition of The Major Works of John Cotta: The Short Discovery and The
Trial of Witchcraft (Brill, 2018). This volume presents, for the first time, a
critical edition of the works of the early modern English physician John
Cotta. No mere country doctor, Cotta spoke out eloquently and
courageously against what he saw as abuses in medicine and injustices
in the prosecution of witchcraft. Read by important thinkers such as
Robert Burton in England, and by colonial administrators in New
England, Cotta helped shape two of the most important debates of his
time. Included are the full texts of Cotta’s Short Discovery and The Trial
of Witchcraft, both books painstakingly edited and annotated. Also
included is a detailed introduction dealing with Cotta’s medical and
religious contexts, his extensive learning and much more.
✍

New book? Tell us!
Email info.accute@gmail.com
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A Chair’s Guide to Best Practices
at ACCUTE
BEFORE THE SESSION
Contact your speakers as a group in advance, either before the conference or at the conference,
so you can check in case their biographical information, aﬃliation, or paper title has changed; to
refresh them on time limits and a/v requirements; and to find out about name pronunciations. As
one ACCUTE member says, this contact “shows interest, [and] can, funnily enough, give them a
sense of coherence as a group, and can also avoid those last-minute updates/changes to your
introductions that you’re (i.e., I’m) more likely to screw up.” Another member notes that getting
together for a coﬀee in advance “builds rapport among the panelists, allows them to think of links
between papers for a more fulsome discussion, and helps grad students make connections with
more senior scholars.”
PHYSICAL AND A/V SET-UP
As one of our members put it, “Chairs should focus not only on managing the people but also the
space and the tools within it. The best chairs I have seen have taken the time to familiarize
themselves with the room and its technology: they arrive early enough to quickly arrange chairs for
presenter visibility, help presenters by pre-loading materials, and problem-solve if things go wrong,
all the while trying to keep the ‘show going.’ Some attention to the room reduces the anxiety of
presenters, and maximizes the audience’s experience.”
All rooms are provided with standard audio-visual decks. Please ask your presenters to make sure
they have test-run their a/v component in advance of the session and that they have set up and
connected any laptops, flash-drives, or other equipment so it is ready to go before the session
begins. Tech support is available on site. Mac users should bring their own mac adaptor/dongle.
INTRODUCTIONS
Be sure to have the appropriate information about each presenter in hand in advance of the session.
Introducing each speaker just before they speak (rather than all at once at the beginning)
allows a minute or so for transitioning a/v and taking a position at the podium. Keep your
introductions brief: usually the presenter’s name, position, aﬃliation and the title of their paper will
suﬃce. Don’t forget to introduce yourself when you welcome the attendees, and to announce the
session topic. Remind attendees and panellists that while live Tweeting is permitted (#congressh,
#accute), they should remember to silence all personal devices.
Please let the person at the ACCUTE desk know if there are any presenter no-shows. It would also
be helpful for the organizers if you made a note of approximately how many people attended the
session.
TIMING OF PAPERS
Bring a watch or timer so you can keep track of presentation lengths. Let your presenters know
ahead of time what the time limits are (15 minutes for four-paper panels, 20 minutes for three
paper panels) and how you will be regulating time. Session chairs may use the handy-dandy
printable signs provided at the end of this document or a (G-rated) hand gesture to signal when time
is running down, and intervene verbally (“I’m sorry, that’s time; I’m afraid we’ll have to move on to
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the next presenter” or “I’m afraid we’ll have to pursue this during the question period, so we can
hear all the papers”) when the presentation has gone significantly overtime.
QUESTIONS AND WRAPPING UP
Panel chairs moderate the question period and try to make sure that all panelists are engaged in the
conversation. We recommend holding questions until after all papers have been delivered. It’s
conventional for the Chair to call on questioners, and to ask them to identify themselves. Have an
icebreaker topic or question prepared to get the ball rolling in case there are no initial questions.
When the session time is up, remember to thank the speakers and audience.
TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Basic acknowledgement for session chairs: Welcome to the University of British Columbia. The
UBC campuses and operations are located on the traditional, ancestral and unceded territories of
the Musqueam people (Point Grey campus), the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh peoples
(Downtown Vancouver campus), and the Syilx Okanagan people (Okanagan campus).
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ACCUTE 2019 Sponsors
ACCUTE gratefully acknowledges the support of the following sponsors.
GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS
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The ACCUTE Board of Directors

With thanks…

Jennifer Andrews (President)
Elizabeth Effinger (Vice-President)
Ann Gagné (CAF Caucus Rep)
Nevena Martinović (President, Graduate Student
Caucus Rep)
Lee Easton (Member-at-Larger, Prof. Concerns)
Laura K. Davis (Member-at-Large, Colleges)
Mark McCutcheon (Member-at-Large, Priestley
Prize)
Manina Jones (Past President)
Alan Pero (Editor, English Studies in Canada)
(ex-officio)
Peter Sinnema (CACE President) (ex-officio)

The ACCUTE office runs only with the help of
the ACCUTE board and past offices, as well as
the support of the University of New
Brunswick’s Department of English and the
Faculty of Arts.
We especially want to thank ACCUTE’s
members for your support. Please remember to
renew your membership. It’s quick and easy,
and you can do it online!

The ACCUTE Office
Vicky Simpson (ACCUTE Office Coordinator)
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