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President’s Message 
Jennifer Andrews 
I am delighted to announce that ACCUTE 
has officially made the transition to the Department of English at the 
University of New Brunswick (Fredericton campus), the new home of 
the executive for the next two years!  I want to begin by expressing 
my deep gratitude to the outgoing ACCUTE team, who set such a 
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marvellous example for us—Manina Jones, 
Madeline Bassnett, Stephanie Oliver, and 
Alicia Robinet.  They, along with former 
ACCUTE President Jason Haslam, continue to 
be an ongoing source of guidance, support, and 
knowledge as we find our feet, along with the 
amazing members of the ACCUTE Board, past 
and present.   


I am especially pleased to introduce my 
colleagues: Elizabeth Effinger who joined UNB 
in 2016 and is serving as the ACCUTE Vice-
President and Twitter whiz, and Vicky Simpson, 
an award-winning contract academic instructor 
who has taught at UNB, Mount Allison, and 
Dalhousie over the past ten years; she is our 
incoming Office Co-ordinator.  Vicky has already 
whipped our new office space into shape and 
we are gearing up to plan next spring’s 
conference!  


As those of you who were at the fantastic 2018 
ACCUTE conference in Regina may have 
witnessed, the wooden ceremonial gavel made 
by former President Jan de Bruyn and given to 
James Gray when he assumed office as President of ACCUTE in 1982, has 
now been passed on from outgoing President Manina Jones to our office, 
where it proudly sits as a reminder of the long history of ACCUTE and a 
dangerously addictive prop for all kinds of antics.      


While I am not as old as the gavel (I was a bandana-wearing, bleached jeans clad eleven- year old 
in 1982), I have been a member of ACCUTE since my first year as a graduate student in English, 
when I presented a paper at the 1994 ACCUTE conference in Calgary, grateful that ACCUTE would 
cover my airfare and both terrified and elated to be part of this prestigious association.  I ended up 
applying to and attending ACCUTE because of Linda Hutcheon, a longstanding and incredibly 
active member of ACCUTE, who incorporated a conference-paper writing and presentation exercise 
into all of her graduate syllabi, something I have adopted throughout my own teaching career.  Linda 

recognized the importance of students finding a professional community and 
support network early on in their careers; I was one of many beneficiaries of 
her generosity and so began a now twenty-four-year relationship with 
ACCUTE. 


Thanks to the careful work of recent ACCUTE Presidents I was able to go 
back and look at the program for that 1994 conference through the ACCUTE 

website which has developed an impressive archive of previous newsletters and 
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conference programs back to 1989 and includes a copy of the 
first ACCUTE conference program from 1958 (recently shared on 
the ACCUTE Facebook page)!  That 1994 program brings back a 
flood of memories.  I remember the kindness of fellow graduate 
students and ACCUTE members Laura Moss, Shannon Smyrl, 
and Susie O’Brien who kindly scooped me up and showed me 
the conference ropes.  At that same conference I first met my 
fellow panelist and now UNB Department colleague, Ross 
Leckie, who patiently waited for audience members to arrive 
and calmed my nerves; we had three audience members, which 
made me realize it isn’t the number of people at a panel that 
matters but rather the quality of the conversation.  Other 
highlights included the wonders of attending an ACCUTE 
graduate student meeting with free food, the chance to see the 
latest and most exciting academic work both nationally and 
internationally thanks to the ACCUTE Plenary sessions (Diana 

Fuss and Marc Angenot), and the opportunity to be a part of a larger 
community of people who care deeply about English studies in Canada and 
beyond.  

 

I subsequently served as the graduate representative on the ACCUTE 
executive in 1998, while I was living in London, Ontario with my spouse, and 
became an adopted member of the Western English department thanks to 
the generosity of ACCUTE members Elizabeth Harvey and yes, ACCUTE’s 
outgoing President Manina Jones, who invited me to Department events and 
always had a door open to talk as I contended with isolation, indecision about 
my future, and the roulette wheel known as the academic job market.  My 
engagement with ACCUTE has waxed and waned as I’ve struggled to have 
and raise children, been overwhelmed with administrative and research 

commitments, and faced rejection by anonymous SSHRC appraisers and journal vetters.  Yet I 
continued to renew my ACCUTE membership and to give my time as I could with the knowledge 
that ACCUTE is and will continue to be deeply engaged with every aspect of the profession and at 
all stages of career.  Though I certainly recall many of the panels I have attended at ACCUTE 
conferences over the years, the value ACCUTE has brought to my professional career and life as an 
academic and a person has been far richer.  From forging friendships in a lunch line, on a patio after 
a plenary session, or while grooving at the famous ACCUTE dance party, ACCUTE has provided a 
place to garner support, talk through challenging professional and personal issues, and to find a 
sense of community.


That sense of community, of course, is most tangibly enacted at our annual conference.  Congress 
2019 will be held at the University of British Columbia 
which sits on unceded  xʷməθkʷəyə̓m (Musqueam) 
territory and houses the Indian Residential School 
History and Dialogue Centre.  The theme for this year’s 
Congress is “Circles of Conversation,” and the 
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Conference Convenor is none other than longstanding ACCUTE member, 
Laura Moss!  Our conference dates are Saturday, June 1 to Tuesday, 
June 4, 2019, so slightly later than our regular gathering.  This year’s 
Congress is intended to be especially family-friendly and conducive to 
those who might want to bring family members or friends to explore 
Vancouver before, during, and after Congress; more details about this to 
follow.  Vancouver is a large urban city and quite expensive.  As well, 
there are other conferences happening at the same time as Congress, so 
we encourage you to book accommodation early and to ensure that you 
have relatively easy access to the UBC campus, which is located at a 
distance from the downtown core.  There will be a wide variety of on-
campus accommodation available, including units for families and/or 
larger groups—watch for details from the Federation and the Congress 2019 
website.


Our CFPs for Congress 2019 include some very exciting Member-Organized 
and Jointly-Sponsored Sessions, which we hope will prompt many of you to 
submit proposals targeted to these specific topics.  As always, we encourage 
members to participate in the ACCUTE conference by submitting a proposal to 
the General Pool on a subject-matter of your choice.  We welcome contributions on the full range of 
professional, pedagogical and research issues that form the diverse activities of our discipline.  You 
may follow the traditional 15-20 minute paper format or non-conventional presentation modes, 
which we are eager to include (e.g. position papers, pecha kuchas, interviews, demonstrations of 
resources, or combination of several approaches).  The deadline for submissions is November 15th!  

Please share this information 
through your networks.  We will 
be regularly posting reminders of 
the deadline and steps for 
submission on the website, 
Facebook page, and via Twitter!   


Please remember that ACCUTE and English Studies in Canada regularly provide support for the 
transportation costs of those attending Congress and presenting a paper who are currently 
graduate students, Contract Academic Faculty and under-waged scholars.  In addition, ACCUTE 
will continue its annual Graduate Student Prize for papers delivered at Congress, which began in 
2018, with the awarding of the $300 prize to now Dr. L. Camille van der Marel (University of 
Alberta).  The deadline for this year is May 1st, and we’ll be accepting papers from current graduate 
student members of ACCUTE who will be presenting at Congress.  The maximum length is 4,000 
words (a 20-minute conference paper), and the submissions will be blind-vetted by three faculty 
members designated by ACCUTE based on the following criteria, which is posted on the ACCUTE 
website:


Originality and scholarly excellence of scholarship: generality of interest or applicability of 
argument (since ACCUTE is a generalist conference); original or provocative interpretation 
of a literary or cultural subject (whether text, author, movement, pedagogy, current issue, or 
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theory); Timeliness, in relation to the state of the discipline and/or current events; Quality of 
writing (style, clarity, persuasiveness); and Professionalism and suitability: appropriateness 
for conference presentation (i.e. length of no more than 4,000 words, i.e. 5 single-spaced or 
10 double-spaced pages).  


The winners will be announced at the ACCUTE Annual Celebration of Research and the names of 
the winners and titles of papers will be featured on the ACCUTE website, in the ACCUTE newsletter 
and on social media. The prize is $300.


We are thrilled to announce that we have secured 
two fabulous plenary speakers for the Vancouver 
conference, thanks to partnerships with CACLALS.  
Our Canadian keynote is David Chariandy, who is a 
Professor in the Department of English at Simon 
Fraser University and a well-known scholar in the 
fields of Black, Canadian, and Caribbean literatures.  
Chariandy teaches contemporary literature, 
especially Black, Canadian, and Caribbean prose 
forms. He also teaches creative writing and cultural 
studies. His scholarly criticism has been published 
in journals such as Callaloo, Transition Magazine, 
The Journal of West Indian Literature, Postcolonial 
Text, The Global South, and Topia, as well as in 
academic books such as the Oxford Handbook of 
Canadian Literature, The Routledge Companion to 
Caribbean Literature, and Narratives of Citizenship. 
He has co-edited three special issues of journals, 
most recently Transition Magazine 124: “Writing 
Black Canadas.” 


His first novel entitled Soucouyant was nominated 
for eleven literary awards and prizes.  It was 
longlisted for the 2007 Scotiabank Giller Prize, and 
the 2008 International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award, and was shortlisted for the 2007 Governor 
General's Award for English-language fiction, the 2008 Commonwealth Writers' Prize for Best First 
Book of Canada and the Caribbean, the 2008 Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize, the 2008 City of Toronto 
Book Award, the 2008 ReLit Award for fiction, and the 2007 Books in Canada First Novel Award  His 
second novel entitled Brother was longlisted for Canada Reads and the Scotiabank Giller Prize, 
named on eight year-end Canadian ‘Best Books’ lists, and won the 2017 Rogers Writers’ Trust 
Fiction Prize. His latest work of creative non-fiction is entitled I’ve Been Meaning To Tell You: A 
Letter To My Daughter. Chariandy’s books have been published internationally and have been 
translated (or are currently being translated) into French, German, Spanish, Swedish, Catalan, 
Albanian, and Simplified Chinese.  
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Originally from Scarborough, Ontario, he was trained at Carleton University (BA and MA) and York 
University (PhD).  His writing is nothing less than remarkable; I have had the pleasure of teaching his 
critical and creative work in my classes and I am eagerly anticipating his plenary talk in his adopted 
hometown of Vancouver.  




Our International Keynote is Jasbir K. Puar who is Professor and Graduate Director of Women’s 
and Gender Studies at Rutgers University, where she has been a faculty member since 2000. Her 
most recent book is The Right to Maim: Debility, Capacity, Disability (2017) published with Duke 
University Press in the series ANIMA: Critical Race Studies Otherwise that she co-edits with Mel 
Chen.  Puar is the author of award-winning Terrorist Assemblages: Homonationalism in Queer Times 
(2007), which has been translated into Spanish and French and re-issued in an expanded version for 
its 10th anniversary (December 2017).


Puar’s edited volumes include a special issue of GLQ (“Queer Tourism: Geographies of 
Globalization”) and co-edited volumes of Society and Space (“Sexuality and Space”), Social Text 
(“Interspecies”), and Women’s Studies Quarterly (“Viral”).  She also writes for The Guardian, 
Huffington Post, Art India, The Feminist Review, Bully Bloggers, Jadaliyya, and Oh! Industry. Her 
writings have been translated into Polish, French, German, Croatian, Swedish, Norwegian, 
Portuguese, Japanese, Korean, Spanish, and Danish. 
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Puar’s major awards include a 2018 Fellowship from the Palestinian American Research Council, the 
2013-14 Society for the Humanities Fellowship at Cornell University, the Edward Said Chair of 
American Studies 2012-13 at the American University of Beirut, a Rockefeller Fellowship at the 
Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies at the CUNY Graduate Center (1999-2000) and a Ford 
Foundation grant for archival and ethnographic documentation work (2002-2003). She received the 
2013 Modern Languages Association Gay Lesbian/Queer Caucus Michael Lynch Award for her 
years of scholar-activist work. In January 2013 she was honored with the Robert Sutherland 
Visitorship at Queens University, awarded to “a notable individual with expertise in race relations.” 
She has also received two awards for her graduate teaching, in 2011 from the Graduate School of 
Rutgers University and in 2012 from the Northeastern Association of Graduate Schools. In 2017 
Puar’s article “Bodies with New Organs: Becoming Trans, Becoming Disabled” (Social Text #124) 
was awarded the Modern Language Association’s Gay Lesbian/Queer Caucus’s Crompton-Noll 
Prize for Best LGBTQ Studies Article. 


Distinguished lectureships include the Butrill Endowed Fund for Ethics Lecture at Texas A&M 
University (2017); the Hull Lecture on Women and Justice at University of California Santa Barbara 
(2015); the Lionel Cantu Memorial lecture at University of California Santa Cruz (2014); Henry 
Jackson Endowed Lectureship in International Relations at Whitman College (2014); the Peg Zeglin 
Brand Lecturer at Indiana University (2013); Whidden Lecturer at McMaster University (2013); 
Distinguished Visiting Professor at the American University of Cairo (2012); the Institute of Women’s 
Studies’ Shirley Greenberg Lecture at the University of Ottawa (2012). 


I am grateful to CACLALS President Mariam Pirbhai for her unwavering efforts to secure these two 
fantastic keynotes—I hope you will join us in Vancouver! ✍


Vice-President’s Message 
Elizabeth Effinger 

Here we go! The UNB ACCUTE office is all set up and conference 
planning is well underway. We’re grateful for all the help from the 
Western team (Manina Jones, Madeline Bassnett, and Alicia 
Robinet) for making this transition so smooth and for leaving us with 
such a well-oiled machine. We look forward to continuing many of the 
Western office’s initiatives, such as the Celebration of Research, 
Graduate Student Essay Prize, and the wildly popular ACCUTE 
conference app (which the Federation itself is interested in using as 
inspiration for their own). Kudos Western office for all that you’ve done! 


We’re excited for next year’s conference in Vancouver. Having already received excellent CFPs and 
proposals for our joint association- and member-organized panels (included in this issue), we are 
confident that this will be a stimulating and rewarding conference. This year our Local Area 
Coordinator is Kevin McNeilly (UBC), who will be attending the Congress 2019 Planning Meeting 
on our behalf and making sure we get all the best rooms. Thanks, Kevin.
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In this newsletter, we also welcome new members of the ACCUTE Board of Directors: Ann Gagné 
(Durham College) as our Contract Academic Faculty Caucus Representative (2018-2020); Nevena 
Martinović (Queen’s) as President of the Graduate Student Caucus (2018-2019); Laura K. Davis 
(Red Deer) as Colleges-Representative Member-at-Large (2018-2020); and Peter Sinnema 
(Alberta), Ex-Officio, President of Canadian Association of Chairs of English (2018-2019). The 
inimitable Manina Jones (Western) returns as Past President (2018-2019).


We hope you’ll submit to one of our panel proposals or to our open call for papers. Remember the 
deadline for all submissions is November 15th, although we’ll happily accept them sooner!


Finally, a note of thanks to those who have already renewed their annual ACCUTE memberships, 
and a friendly reminder for those who haven’t yet to please do so here: accute.ca/membership-
renewal/ ✍ 

Office Coordinator’s Message 
Vicky Simpson 

At this time of year on campus, there’s a chill in the air and a spring in 
the step, as academics draft ambitious syllabi, to-do lists, and research 
projects for the year ahead.  That energy and excitement—the sheer 
scope of what’s possible—was also reflected in the scores of innovative 
panel proposals that ACCUTE received for Congress 2019 in Vancouver.  
Thank you to all who submitted!  


In surveying the range of proposals, I was taken back about a dozen 
years, to when I was a PhD student at UNB and co-president of our 
graduate student society with Brenna Clarke Gray (long-time ACCUTE 
member).  Together, we wondered, “why can’t UNB host an English grad 
conference?” and we set about planning such an event.  Even at that 

early point in our respective careers, we had been to enough conferences 
to know what we wanted for our own (coffee breaks with actual coffee! Free pens and notepads! 
Guidance on professionalization! A collegial atmosphere!)  Our little-conference-that-could became 
a little-conference-that-did.  That’s not to say that everything went according to plan—it didn’t—but 
we were pleasantly surprised to find that we weren’t the only ones who attended.  Grad students 
came from all across the country to share their thoughtful research papers, and units on campus 
were happy to donate funds and swag to our event.  The plenary speaker for our grad conference 
(and invaluable behind-the-scenes faculty mentor) was none other than current ACCUTE president, 
Jennifer Andrews.  


It seems fitting that now, years later and back again at UNB, Jen, Liz, and I are pouring over the 
CFPs and daydreaming about another conference—albeit a much, much larger one.  We are deeply 
indebted to the ACCUTE executives that came before us, and specifically to Manina Jones, 
Madeline Bassnett, Stephanie Oliver, and Alicia Robinet of the Western office, who have already 
uncovered what many members want at this conference (coffee breaks with actual coffee!  A mobile 
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app!  Not too many concurrent sessions!  A collegial atmosphere!  A dance party!).  We invite you, 
ACCUTE members, to share further feedback with us over the next few months, as we dive into 
planning ACCUTE 2019, which is shaping up to be nothing short of amazing.  We hope to see you 
in Vancouver in the spring! ✍


Future ACCUTE Conferences 
ACCUTE conferences are now planned through to 
2020. The next ACCUTE conference will take place June 1-7, 2019, during the annual Congress of 
the Humanities and Social Sciences, held at the University of British Columbia. For information 
about past and future conferences, please click here.


Congress 2020 will take place May 30-June 5, 2020 at Western University.


The bid process for Congress 2021 is currently underway. Please see the Congress website for 
more information. ✍


Member-at-Large, Colleges Representative's Message 
Laura K. Davis 

Welcome to a new academic year! The ACCUTE Board of Directors 
has already been hard at work organizing and looking ahead to the 
conference at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver in June 
2019. 


As the college representative on ACCUTE’s board of directors, I invite 
you to reach out to me about any concerns, issues, or thoughts you 
have with regard to college matters and teaching English at the 
college level. 


In recent years, ACCUTE has increased the number of panels and 
papers on pedagogy, workload, institutional change, and the teaching 
of writing—all topics of interest to college English instructors.  
Colleges are undergoing great change presently, through new federal 
funding models, and, as is the case at Red Deer College, where I 

teach, recent or upcoming transitions to university status. Issues specific to college instructors are 
relevant topics and the ACCUTE conference can be a good venue for such discussions. 


We look forward to receiving your conference proposals and putting together a great program for 
the Spring. We hope to see you there. All the best for a fantastic year. See you in June in Vancouver. 
✍
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Graduate Student Caucus President’s Report 
Nevena Martinović 

The work of the Graduate Student Caucus is always ongoing. 
Building off the momentum of our incredible roundtable at this 
year’s conference, the GSC executive has been hard at work 
planning next year’s panel. At the University of Regina, we had an 
exceptional roundtable on the theme “Successful Sessionals.”  We 
want to thank our captivating speakers: Mark Kaethler, 
Ramanpreet Kaur, Marc Mazur, Cameron Riddell, Alicia 
Robinet, Diana Samu-Visser, Laura Schechter, and Jeff 
Weingarten. We owe an additional thank you to Dr. Weingarten for 
allowing us to publish his talk “Tell Yourself a Different Story: An 
Essay on Surviving the Job Market,” on the ACCUTE blog. This 
topic of 2019’s roundtable is "Encouraging Collaboration and 
Solidarity Amongst Grads." We are interested in perspectives from 
graduate students, as well as adjuncts, postdocs and faculty. The 

call for papers is in this newsletter, as well as on the ACCUTE website. Please share it widely. 


Our AGM and lunch also had a fair attendance and we brainstormed ways to increase our event 
attendance for next year’s conference. We remain open to feedback from the graduate community 
on this issue, as well as all others that concern the GSC. Get in touch with us by following us on 
Twitter @ accute_gsc, e-mailling us at gsc.accute@gmail.com, and finding our public group on 
facebook: “ACCUTE Graduate Student Caucus.” At our AGM, we also elected the following new 
executive positions: Tim McNeil (University of Calgary) as our Secretary, Lin Young (Queen’s 
University) as our Vice-President and Nahmi Lee (Western University) as our President Elect. Thank 
you to our outgoing executive members, Courtney Church (Western University) and Kala Hirtle 
(Dalhousie University). 


As we compile last year’s survey results and move forward with this year’s iteration, we want to 
make sure that our list of Graduate Student Representatives is up to date. If you are your 
university’s graduate student representative, please e-mail me at gsc.accute@gmail.com. If your 
university does not have an ACCUTE representative, please bring it up to your student society and 
consider running for the position. ✍
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Members’ News 
ACCUTE’s official journal, English Studies 
in Canada, is pleased to announce its 
new URL as it undergoes a website 
redesign: http://www.escjournal.com 


As the nation's leading generalist journal 
in the discipline of English Studies, ESC 

publishes quarterly in print and digital formats to a global audience. Through digital aggregation, an 
article from ESC is downloaded every five minutes by a reader in one of 
eighty countries around the globe. 


Follow ESC on Twitter @ESCJourn and on Facebook 
@EnglishStudiesinCanada


KATE SCARTH (UPEI) and EMILY WOSTER (L.M. Montgomery Institute) on behalf of the L.M. 
Montgomery Institute are delighted to announce the launch of the Journal of L.M. Montgomery 
Studies, the first journal dedicated to Montgomery. The Journal of L.M. Montgomery Studies will be 
a refereed, open access digital space. It will publish intriguing, highly original, rigorously researched 
scholarship on all aspects of L.M. Montgomery’s life, influences, creative work, and legacy. We 
welcome interdisciplinary and international authors and readers, including Montgomery scholars 
and the broad community of Montgomery enthusiasts. 


Selected papers based on “L.M. Montgomery and Reading” 2018 conference presentations will be 
the first to appear in this new journal. The first round of conference-inspired papers will be accepted 
starting from September 1, 2018. After this date, the journal will have a continuous publication 
schedule and will be accepting submissions year-round. While we will be encouraging traditional 
peer-reviewed article submissions, we’ll also be accepting peer-reviewed audio/visual art and 
creative writing, as well as non-peer-reviewed scholarship including interviews, presentations, 
notes, and notices. We’ll be open to other possibilities too and the editors look forward to seeing 
the creativity and ingenuity of the Montgomery community. 
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For more information, see the journal’s scope statement. Questions about publications types and 
the submissions/review process can be directed to the journal editor, Dr. Kate Scarth, and co-editor, 
Dr. Emily Woster at montgomeryjournal@upei.ca 


JAMES GIFFORD (Fairleigh Dickinson-Vancouver) is pleased to announce the 
publication of his book A Modernist Fantasy: Modernism, Anarchism and the 
Radical Fantastic (ELS, 2018).  Is it possible for the elite criticism of the new 
modernist studies to engage with devotees of popular culture and fantasy 
fiction? Can the faeries and dragons of the bestseller lists talk shop with the 
coteries and little magazines of high modernism? What if their conversation was 
about anarchism? What surprising fellowship would that trilogy make? Such a 
dialogue would question root assumptions in all three areas and unearth a 
legacy of politically radical and formally experimental modernist fantasy fiction, 
a red thread running from the 1890s to the 1970s.


The recuperation of that lost tradition is as important as revising the critical traditions that excluded 
it from the start. The exclusion of fantasy fiction written by modernists like Hope Mirrlees and John 
Cowper Powys challenges how we understand modernism itself. The endless definitions of genre 
and rhetorics in fantasy and science fiction are also transformed here by modernist studies, as a 
catalyst. In both stances, anarchist critical and artistic praxis conjures a pathway to flexible new 
links between fields and ideas. Scholars and students of literary modernism, popular culture, critical 
& cultural theory, and anarchism will find a provocative challenge in A Modernist Fantasy. 

JULIET MCMASTER 
(Alberta), FRSC and past 
President of ACCUTE (or 
ACUTE as it was then) is 
pleased to announce the 
publication of Jane Austen, 
Young Author (Routledge, 
2015) and y, an adventure 
novel for young adults. She 
is also competing in 

Women’s Foil and Women’s 
Team Foil at the World Veterans Fencing 
Tournament in Livorno, Italy, in October 2018. 


In 2018, CHERYL LOUSLEY 
(Lakehead--Orillia) held a 
Fulbright Canada Research 
Chair in the English Department 
at the University of California, 
Santa Barbara, and an 
Environmental Humanities 
Fellowship at the Institute for 
Advanced Studies in the 
Humanities at the University of 
Edinburgh. ✍ 




New book?  
Advertise it here. 
Email info.accute@gmail.com
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ACCUTE 2019 Call for Papers 
ACCUTE is excited to announce a general call for papers for our 2019 conference, which will take 
place  June 1-7, 2019, during the annual Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences, held at 
the University of British Columbia. For more information about the conference, travel funding, and 
other FAQs, please visit accute.ca. 


Below you will find:

• General Pool Submissions for ACCUTE (where most proposals will be sent)

• Joint-sponsored Panels (panels held at ACCUTE sponsored by other associations)

• Member-organized Panels 
• Board-sponsored Panels 

All submissions for ACCUTE 2019 should be 
made online through the ACCUTE Proposal 
Submission Form.  This includes 
submissions for the General Call, Joint-
Sponsored Panels, Member-Organized 
Panels, and Board-Sponsored Panels. To be 
complete, a submission requires contact 
information, a proposal (300-500 words with 
no identifying marks), an abstract (100 words 
max.), and a biographical note (50 words 
max.).  We will send out acknowledgements 
for submissions in the days following the 
November 15th deadline.  If you submit a 
proposal but don’t hear back from us by 
November 30th, please email us. ✍


Joint-Sponsored Panel CFPs 
Deadline for proposals: 15 November 2018

The following CFPs are for panels held at the ACCUTE conference that are jointly sponsored by ACCUTE and 
another organization.  


Note: You must be a member in good standing, either of ACCUTE or of the co-sponsoring organization, to 
present on a Joint Panel.  However, only ACCUTE members are eligible for travel funds from ACCUTE.  The 
joint organizer may forward any rejected proposals that are not ideally suited to the panel for inclusion in the 
General Pool.  If the proposal is strong enough, ACCUTE may still consider it for other programming during 
the conference, if space and time allow,  but at that point you will need to be an ACCUTE member. 
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in all fields of English studies. 
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General Pool Submission instructions: 
Please submit all general pool proposals 
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Bibliographical Society of Canada (BSC) 

Oil and the Arts: Circles of Conversation around David Suzuki’s Controversial Honorary Degree 

Organizer(s): Linda Quirk (University of Alberta) and Kristine Smitka (University of Alberta)


We invite “flash-papers” (approximately six-minutes long) for a roundtable on the controversy surrounding the 
University of Alberta’s decision to award an honorary degree to David Suzuki (June 2018). According to the U 
of A, “honorary degree recipients embody the university’s vision to inspire the human spirit through 
outstanding achievements” (“Honorary”). However, the academic and public opposition to Suzuki’s honorary 
degree highlights the terrain of debate surrounding what kinds of intellectual engagements serve the public 
good. Fraser Forbes, Dean of Engineering at the U of A, argued that the honorary degree proves the university 
has become “too disconnected from the people that we are meant to serve” (“U of A”) and Joseph Doucet, 
Dean of the School of Business, wrote that “this honorary degree has caused significant distress and anger to 
many Albertans... [who] are justifiably proud of the many… valuable contributions the energy and resource 
industries have made to this province” (“Message”). Many arguments were made in defence of the decision 
and this public controversy became a lightening-rod for a great deal of passionate rhetoric about academic 
freedom. 


This roundtable seeks to address many of the obvious and less obvious topics that arose in this wide- ranging 
debate, such as: 

• donor relations to universities, including libraries and humanities departments

• public-private partnerships in Arts programs

• reverberations of this controversy in fields that do not obviously intersect with the energy sector


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Canadian Association for American Studies (CAAS) 1 

The Ghostly Presence in American Literature 
Organizer(s): Rita Bode (Trent University)


Critical commentary on ghost stories positions themes of haunting as more concerned with this world than 
the next. Cassy’s famous haunting of her degenerate “master” in Uncle Tom’s Cabin provides a telling 
paradigm of how (dis)embodiments in fiction explore individual psychologies and challenge social ills, 
sometimes severally, often simultaneously. This panel seeks new and insightful approaches to the handling of 
hauntings in American literature. Topics may include but are not limited to such considerations as: what 
constitutes a ghost? who qualifies? how does the familiar, the domestic and the material play into the power 
of hauntings? do representations of self-haunting, as we see, for example in Dickinson’s poetry, constitute a 
viable tradition in American letters? To what extent, as some critical theory suggests, does societal 
marginalization – based on race, ethnicity, gender, socio-economic and other factors – create a population of 
ghosts? Do ghosts and hauntings speak of moral corruption? These broad questions reflect a long-standing 
literary preoccupation in American letters that deserves renewed consideration in an era of denials. The panel 
is particularly interested in American literature of the nineteenth and early decades of the twentieth centuries, 
but later examples that show a continuity with these periods are also welcome. 
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Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


CAAS 2 

Contemporary Criminalities and Neo-Noir Cultures 
Organizer(s): Art Redding (York University)


How is crime imagined and depicted in the twenty-first century?  This panel invites submissions on any 
aspect of contemporary noir culture.  Critic Woody Haut has argued that, “pulp culture fiction . . . could not 
contend with the confrontational politics of the 1960s,” and as James Ellroy has remarked, “the noir subgenre 
officially died in 1960.”  Nonetheless, it has proved remarkably resilient in its afterlife, subject to periodic 
revivals, revisionary critiques, and parodies, ranging from The Sopranos to Sin City. American noir films and 
pulp novels provide a remarkably durable set of cultural templates; a late twentieth century renaissance has 
grown, in the twenty-first century, global, to encompass bestselling crime fictions by European (Stieg Larsson; 
Philip Kerr), Asian (Wang Shuo; Vikram Chandra) and other writers from around the world. The popular noir 
series published by Akashic books will soon include over 100 titles: Baghdad Noir, Zagreb Noir, Rio Noir, Haiti 
Noir (two volumes), and more. There is even a Toronto Noir, and Anvil Press published the collection 
Vancouver Noir. What explains the remarkable global resurgence of noir in the 21st century? And what cultural 
purpose is noir serving today?  


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Canadian Comparative Literature Association (CCLA) 1 

Beyond Good: Reading a Toronto of the Urban Imaginary  
Organizer(s): Lee Frew (Glendon College, York University) and Kathryn Franklin (University of Toronto, 
Scarborough)


For the last few decades, there has been a steady rise in scholarship devoted to Canadian urban fiction (see 
Edwards and Ivison, 2005; Hill, 2012; Fraile-Marcos, 2014). While tropes of the Canadian landscape and 
wilderness have long dominated literary discourse, Canadian urban literature has had a powerful, albeit often 
invisible, history, articulating a counter-narrative to myths of the land such as Northrop Frye’s notion of the 
garrison mentality. Toronto, to be sure, has featured prominently in a number of canonical texts that reflect 
upon “Toronto the Good,” which critics tend to cite before moving their attention to more contemporary works 
that signal Toronto’s emergence as a cosmopolitan global city (see Harris, 2010; Rosenthal, 2011). Such 
critical work on the diversity of voices—even dissenting ones—in the contemporary imagining of Toronto has 
certainly been necessitated by the city’s dramatic demographic and cultural changes since the 1970s. But, as 
Caroline Rosenthal observes, another part of the current process of Toronto becoming “an imaginative city” 
includes what has thus far been only a preliminary discussion of earlier Toronto fiction “as a significant corpus 
of literature,” and one that can serve “as a way of symbolically building the city.” Indeed, Amy Lavender 
Harris’s Imagining Toronto Library, her magisterial online bibliography of “literary works engaging with 
Toronto,” attests to the size of this largely overlooked body of writing. What can non-canonical texts add to 
the ways Toronto is imagined in its fiction and poetry? What are the hidden gems and lost treasures of 
Torontonian fiction? What are Toronto’s important non-anglophone works? What do Toronto’s marginalized 
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voices from the past have to say? With its eye on Toronto’s imaginative future, this panel seeks to redress 
some of the cultural amnesia that has been inherent to this city’s dynamic history. 


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


CCLA 2  

Poetics, Ideas, Structures: Situating the Poetic Object 
Organizer(s): Julia Polyck-O’Neill (Brock University)


In her 1988 essay “On Conceptual Art,” Adrian Piper explains that she turned to language as a primary 
medium within her artistic practice because she wanted to explore, among other things, “objects that both 
refer to abstract ideas that situate those very objects in new conceptual and spatiotemporal matrices, and 
also draw attention to the spatiotemporal matrices in which they’re embedded” (424). This panel invites 
participants to consider the different ways language can be considered a medium for the creative, often 
transfigurative exploration of material realities and histories. Proposals might, along other possibilities, 
compare historic poetic narratives with contemporary revisionist correctives, analyze experimental and/or 
political poetic projects in literature and/or visual or performing arts, that explore underlying structures, or call 
attention to alternate readings of poetics, creative histories, or the geographies in which these are each 
embedded. This panel particularly invites decolonial approaches to language and space as it relates to these 
topics.


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Christianity and Literature Study Group (CLSG) 

The Inklings’ Circles of Conversation 
Organizer(s): Monika Hilder and Stephen Dunning (Inkings Institute of Canada)


The Inklings Institute of Canada, members of CLSG (Christianity and Literature Study Group) affiliated with 
ACCUTE, is having a session on the foremost Oxford Inklings, C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, Charles Williams, 
and Owen Barfield, as well as their mentors George MacDonald, G.K. Chesterton, and friend Dorothy L. 
Sayers. In the tradition of the Inklings members’ own circle of conversation, which had a transformative 
impact on contemporary culture, and in celebration of the continuing circles of conversation and literary art 
that their legacy inspires today, we invite a wide range of topics, including philosophy, aesthetics, science, 
theology, psychology, social justice, gender studies, ecology, and education. Alternate formats, including 
multimedia genres and creative writing, are particularly welcome. 


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Indigenous Literary Studies Association (ILSA) 
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Community Formations, Intersectional Interventions, Trans-poetics, and Cultural Activisms in British 
Columbia and Quebec 
Organizer(s): Mathieu Aubin (UBC Okanagan Campus) and Lianne Moyes (Université de Montréal)


This panel invites scholars, writers, and knowledge-keepers to draw connections among artists, literary 
communities and collectives, small presses, and cultural events in British Columbia and Quebec, and thereby 
explore affinities and dissonances between (and within) these regions. In this way, it aims to bring into 
conversation the cutting-edge work being carried out in different geographical spaces, forms, and languages. 
In contributing to debates about trans-poetics and social justice across national, language, racial, and cultural 
divides, this panel opens a space to address intersectional interventions that are feminist, Indigenous, and/or 
LGBTQI2S, amongst others. 


Focusing on the second half of the twentieth century to the present, explorations may include, but are not 
limited to:

• how earlier cultural activist efforts in British Columbia and Quebec interrupted whiteness, monolingualism, 

heteronormativity, and capitalism

• the conditions of possibility for these sites and cultural events, such as visible and invisible forms of labour, 

modes of financial and institutional support, as well as collective dynamics

• the limitations (and possibilities) of affinity within and among cultural sites and practices 

• instances of cooperation between small presses; role of special issues

• the role that technology (digital or analogue) has played in valorizing, preserving, and recirculating 

collectives’ cultural politics to larger audiences


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


International Gothic Association (IGA) 

Gothic Exchanges and Economies 
Organizer(s): Karen Macfarlane (Mount Saint Vincent University)


This joint session seeks proposals for papers relating to the concept of Gothic economies and/or exchanges, 
widely defined. Papers may focus on any elements of monetary exchange, economic status, economic 
downturns and trends, economies or exchanges of knowledge, exchanges between states of being, between 
bodies, between groups and any other definitions or interpretations of the term as they can be applied to 
Gothic texts.  Papers may focus on literature, film, television, popular culture or any other medium. 


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Margaret Atwood Society (MAS) 

Margaret Atwood in Collaboration  
Organizer(s): Karen Macfarlane (Mount Saint Vincent University)
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Margaret Atwood is generally recognized for her single-authored works. But recently public attention has 
turned to her collaborations with artists such as Johnnie Christmas and Ken Steacy in forthcoming graphic 
novels and comics such as Angel Catbird and War Bears. These may be Atwood’s most recent collaborations 
but they are far from her only ones. This joint session seeks proposals that address works that Atwood has 
produced in collaboration with other authors, artists, composers, critics, and others. Papers may, for example, 
address her early collaboration with artists like Charles Pachter, Maryann and Aryann Kovalski, with 
composers like Tobin Stokes, and authors like Naomi Alderman. Papers may also address the issue of failed 
collaborations. 


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


North American Society for the Study of Romanticism (NASSR) 1 and 2 

England in 1819 in 2019: Romantic Historicity 20 Years On 
And

England in 1819 in 2019: Historical Romanticism 200 Years On 
Organizer(s): Miranda Burgess (University of British Columbia) and Alexander Dick (University of British 
Columbia)


Few books have shaped Romantic literary studies during the last two decades more than James Chandler’s 
England in 1819: The Politics of Literary Culture and the Case of Romantic Historicism. Published in 1999, 
English in 1819 extended the critique of Romantic ideology that inaugurated the historical turn of the 1980s. 
But it also made a case for reading Romanticism as peculiarly conscious of itself as a “moment” in history—
what Hazlitt called the “spirit of the times”—that established the preconditions for the modern idea of history. 
These two panels invite reflections on our current moment in literary-historical studies by engaging Chandler’s 
theses from new perspectives that have emerged since its publication. We are especially interested in work 
that widens Chandler’s frame beyond its European setting, including work on comparative imperialisms, 
Indigenous exchanges, the global south, and archipelagic/maritime perspectives. The first panel is designed 
to examine directly Chandler’s theoretical premises; the second will re-consider literary texts from or around 
1819 (not exclusively those featured in England in 1819) in light of recent developments in the Romantic 
historicist studies that Chandler’s book delineated. Although we regard the panels as offering opportunities for 
distinct modes of engagement (“theoretical” and “applied”), overlap is unavoidable and encouraged. We invite 
speakers to identify on which of the panels they would prefer to participate, keeping in mind that they will be 
speaking to both. 


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


North American Victorian Studies Association (NAVSA) 1 

Victorian Impacts 
Organizer(s): Margaret Linley (Simon Fraser University)


In a social media context, impact can be a measure of success. In an environmental setting, impact is often 
measured by adverse effects of human development. Impact can be violent, as in a sharp blow or collision 
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between things, or it can be positive, as in a lasting influence. How might we define the concept of impact in a 
Victorian context? What impacts did Victorians have on their world? What things and events made an impact 
on them? What are the effects of such impacts, and which Victorian impacts are still with us today? What are 
the literary forms of impact?


Possible topics include:

• Impact Zones

• Sudden impacts, collisions, catastrophes

• Planetary, anthropogenic, and other environmental impacts

• Influence and aftermath

• Impact as effect, as in first impressions and lasting impressions

• Impact and affect - euphoria, rapture, transport

• Impact as a mark, material trace, or footprint

• Impacts of material print culture, including impressions, engravings, stamps, typeface, embossing, print 

runs

• Impact’s others: boredom, loss, failure, avoidance, delay, stillness 

• Post-impact: consequences, ends, remains, results


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


NAVSA 2 

Victorian Wild Things 
Organizer(s): Margaret Linley (Simon Fraser University)


Wildness, weirdness, strange people, places, things, and events have always captured the imagination and 
shaped the way we interact with and produce our world.  This panel invites papers that explore the 
significance of “wild things” in Victorian literature. How did Victorians use literature to express, confront, and 
even tame strangeness? How do wild things generate, infiltrate, or determine literary forms? 


Topics may include but are not limited to:

• Madness, intensity, unconventionality, opposition

• Animals

• Wild spaces, including wilderness, its objects and inhabitants

• Representations of indigenity, nativeness, and nativity

• Outcasts, misfits, and criminals

• Riots, uprisings, and spontaneous social happenings

• Exotica

• Erotica

• Wild acts, gestures, (mis)behaviours 

• Wild thoughts, ideas, feelings, and affects

• Empire and wild things

• At home with wild things

• Massive natural phenomena, including wild weather and natural disasters
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Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Victorian Studies Association of Ontario (VSAO) 

Victorian Fun, Amusement, and Delight 
Organizer(s): Emily Rothwell (Carleton) and Lindsay Young (Queen’s)


From Edward Lear’s nonsensical limericks, the Queen’s laughable rage in Wonderland, to illustrations by Phiz 
and the Punch artists, the Victorian era was no stranger to merry-making. In one sense, the Victorian era was 
a bastion of prudish puritanical “no nonsense,” of earnest rationalism, but in another, it saw the flowering of 
imaginative merriment through the emergence of leisure time for all classes. The result was a rich and 
complex tapestry of paradoxical fun: fashionable séances, pulp novels, picnicking in garden cemeteries, 
vaudeville and mannered drawing room revels. This panel invites papers that examine the ways in which fun 
was imagined and represented in this era. In addition, papers might inquire as to how the imagined and lived 
amusements of Victorians could be seen as cultural representations of the following: their hidden anxieties, 
their emotional histories, their desires for escapist revelry (and, for some, a fleeting chance to seek moments 
of agency or of carnivalesque fun). 


Possible themes might include but are not limited to: 

• print culture and humour writing, editorials and illustration

• theme parks, circuses, concert halls, cartographies of fun and amusing voyages

• literary representations of fun, leisure, laughter, play, silly joy, wordplay, nonsense, absurdity, puns, or the 

amusingly bizarre

• imperial amusements 

• erotica, celebrity, pulp, children’s fiction, detective, romance, and speculative fiction 

• interior design, design print culture and spaces of fun in domestic and childhood culture


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Member-Organized Panel CFPs 
Deadline for proposals: 15 November 2018

The following CFPs are for panels organized by members of ACCUTE.  


Note: You must be an ACCUTE member in good standing to present on a Member-Organized panel.  The 
member organizer will forward any rejected proposals that are not ideally suited to the panel for inclusion in 
the General Pool. 


Accessibility in the English Classroom 
Organizer(s): Ann Gagné (Durham College)


This panel will highlight best practices for maintaining accessibility in English literature, English composition, 
or English language learner classes. Papers or presentations can discuss apps that help support access or 
classroom policies and procedures that ensure access in terms of curriculum or the classroom environment 
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(classroom architecture). How do we incorporate Universal Design for Learning in our classes to promote 
multiple modes of representation of material? This panel also welcomes discussion of assessment strategies 
used in English classrooms that are accessible and encourage Indigenous ways of knowing, racial equity, and 
expression of gender, or sexual orientation.  Discussion can centre on specific uses of learning management 
systems for accessibility, digital humanities and access, fonts, presentations, open educational resources and 
economic access, or any other aspect of accessibility. 


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Bad Deleuze! Bad Lacan! 
Organizer(s): Ryan Fitzpatrick (University of Toronto, Scarborough) and Deanna Fong (Simon Fraser University)


This panel asks presenters to interrogate their approaches to theory in literary study. How do we negotiate the 
relation (or non-relation) between these two seemingly separate fields? Rather than propose a vulgar 
metaphor where the theoretical text becomes a methodological appliqué, can we pose theory as a stance 
instead of a structuring framework? What are the limits of an orthodox theoretical approach and what does it 
mean to be, in Roxane Gay’s sense, a “bad” adherent to a theoretical discourse—doubling back upon one’s 
convictions, probing inconsistency, refusing to resolve contradiction? Finally, we ask: what does it mean to 
organize thought through the framework of theory, particularly continental theory, in the face of resurgent 
critiques of citational politics from feminist and BIPOC scholars that challenge the notion of a unified 
theoretical canon?


Possible topics include:

• Theoretical fidelity and infidelity

• Theoretical counterpoints (Lacan vs Deleuze, etc.)

• The social history of theory

• Theory’s fraught relationship to race and Indigeneity

• The refusal of theory or the refusal of certain kinds of theory

• Literature as theory / theory as literature

• Application of theory vs. theory as method vs. theory as stance vs. theory as conversation


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Bullshit Academic Jobs (Round Table) 
Organizer(s): Geordie Miller (Mount Allison and Dalhousie) and Leif Schenstead-Harris (Concordia)


Let’s be frank. The job ‘market’ for English PhDs is bullshit—a chimera denying the reality of labour crisis. Our 
roundtable pursues a grievous question: are the jobs behind the teaching and research of literature also 
bullshit? We pose this question in the spirit of a popular 2013 essay by anthropologist David Graeber, “On the 
Phenomenon of Bullshit Jobs.” This essay resonates with the overworked, underemployed, and demoralized 
among us, i.e., the growing contingent of disposable teachers and researchers. Graeber’s subsequent 2018 
book Bullshit Jobs develops a general hypothesis: those who are paid more have increasingly more pointless 
jobs, and those whose jobs are recognized as useful are paid less—if their work is remunerated at all. 
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From the perspective of English studies, what visions of non-bullshit labour are possible? What can we make 
of our ongoing relationships with each other, our research, our students, our mentors, and our institutions? 
What does it mean to admit that bullshit jobs have consumed not only the work of others, but also, the work 
that we too perform?


We are seeking brief interventions, followed by discussions on topics that may include:

• auto-ethnographic reflections on “bullshit jobs”

• theorizations of the line between “bullshit jobs,” “shit jobs,” and meaningful work

• representations of pointless labour and their relationship to the labour market and economic crisis

• discussions of the relative pointlessness and value of temporary or tenured labour

• commentaries on the merits and challenges of the traditional academic researcher role 


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Call and Responsibility: Black Art and the Politics of Relation 
Organizer(s): Winfried Siemerling (University of Waterloo) and Karina Vernon (University of Toronto)


In Poetics of Relation, Édouard Glissant elaborates the political possibilities of black art: it opens up 
opportunities for connection, relation and exchange that can potentially transform colonial and capitalist 
modes of rendering humans into nonhumans and land into property. In thinking about processes of reading, 
teaching, and responding to black art on Turtle Island in various institutional and non-institutional sites, 
questions arise about how this potential for relation implicates audience members. How does black art call 
upon its audiences to act, relate, identify, empathize and become responsible – to history, to relating – and to 
what effect? 


We welcome papers that focus on black art and its audiences—both historical and contemporary – including, 
literature, visual art, music and film, and which consider especially:

• Black art in pedagogy, the classroom, the book club, or Canada Reads 

• Black art and activism, including #BlackLivesMatter and #IdleNoMore

• Black-Indigenous identities, histories, relations, decolonial solidarities, affective bonds and kinship ties

• Black love, relationships and futures

• Gendered and queer relations

• Black art and anticapitalism

• Black art and the Anthropocene; land, air, and water protection; other-than human relations


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Choose Your Own Adventure: The Impact of Video Game Branching on Narrative Theory 
Organizer(s): Nora Stovel (University of Alberta)


Proposals are invited on the impact of video game branching on narrative theory in any or all the sister arts, 
including literature, drama, film, and dance. The panel will be followed by a brief demonstration of the video 
game prototype iGiselle. Inspired by the Romantic 1841 ballet Giselle, wherein the eponymous peasant 
heroine dies and is survived by her deceitful aristocratic suitor, this video game employs an artificial 
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intelligence experience manager that allows players to select alternative fates for Giselle, such as keeping her 
alive and allowing her agency, by performing ballet poses before a Microsoft Kinect sensor. 


The development of iGiselle, the first video game based on ballet, is chronicled in the book to be launched 
following the panel: The Creation of iGiselle: Classical Ballet Meets Contemporary Video Games (2019). This 
collection of essays, by members of the interdisciplinary team that created the video game prototype, explains 
the origin and development of this collaborative project.


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Consumption and the Literary Cookbook 
Organizer(s): Roxanne Harde (University of Alberta)


The literary cookbook genre includes cookbooks based on authors and/or their writing, such as The 
Bloomsbury Cookbook or Alice Eats: A Wonderland Cookbook. Widely configured, it can also include novels 
or memoirs laden with recipes, such as Like Water for Chocolate or Miriam’s Kitchen. And sometime 
seemingly straightforward cookbooks turn out to be literary epics, like the work of Lolis Eric Elie or Anthony 
Bourdain. Whatever its final form, the literary cookbook centres on consumption, and the question of what (or 
sometimes who) is consumed makes these books as interesting as they are useful. This panel will be 
comprised of 3 to 4 papers that analyse consumption in this loosely defined, but sumptuous, genre.


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


The Creative Humanities 
Organizer(s): Brandon McFarlane (Sheridan College)


The creative economy is transforming the role of post-secondary institutions in Canada. The creative 
economy describes how innovation—the design of new products and services—now fuels GDP growth in 
advance-capitalist nations. Seeking to better position Canada for prosperity, governments have revamped 
their educational and research policy; post-secondary institutions are being compelled to underwrite 
economic growth by training workers for the creative industries and reimagining research outputs. These 
shifts contextualize the latest ‘crisis of the humanities’: declining enrolment, shuttering of programs, 
challenging job markets for graduates, and increasing competition among programs for scarce resources. 
Rather than approaching these broad changes as a crisis, this panel asks, how might the humanities take 
advantage of the opportunities opened up by the creative economy? 


This CFP especially welcomes proposals from humanists—anyone with training in the humanities—who are 
interested in contributing to an ambitious project that will apply for a SSHRC Insight grant to nurture creative 
talent and produce infrastructure to build pathways for post-graduate success. If you are motivated to pursue 
experimentation and are driven to help graduates enjoy rewarding careers, please do submit a proposal. Your 
innovations will determine the long-term viability of the humanities.


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.
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New Monstrosities: New Approaches to 19th-Century Monsters 
Organizer(s): Alicia Alves (Queen’s) and Lindsay Young (Queen’s)


From Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein to Bram Stoker’s Dracula, the nineteenth century is bursting with visions of 
the monstrous. Monsters lurked in hidden spaces of cities, in art and illustration, and in the pages of fiction 
and journalism. The nineteenth century conceived of monstrosity in bodily form, but also interpreted various 
practices as monstrous in and of themselves, such as perceived moral degeneracy or non-normative 
sexualities. This panel seeks papers that offer fresh critical perspectives on monstrosities in various forms 
throughout the nineteenth century.


Possible paper topics might include:

• Queer, feminist, anti-colonialist perspectives on fear and/or monsters

• Domestic/anti-domestic monsters; places of haunting/terror

• Neo-Romantic, Neo-Gothic or Neo-Victorian monsters and fear

• Titillation and terror in pulp genres, including science fiction, fantasy, crime fiction and/or penny dreadfuls

• Representations of classic monsters such as vampires, werewolves, or ghosts, versus more pervasive 

social ‘monsters,’ such as rakes, degenerates, libertines, etc.

• Modes of the supernatural, magic, and ‘unnatural’ power

• Representations of monsters in art, advertisements, photography, or other visual mediums

• Representations of technology, industry, or innovation as consciously/unconsciously monstrous


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Presentist, Historical, and Unveiled Identities from Beowulf to the Eighteenth Century 
Organizer(s): Mark Kaethler (Medicine Hat College)


This survey panel aims to establish dialogues between experts in early literatures. The confluence of epochs 
facilitates cross-historical discussion and provides a means for thinking about ways to teach early survey 
courses in university or college classrooms.


This panel focuses on identities (racial, gendered, sexual, or mediatized, etc.). In recent years, scholars have 
labelled efforts to locate early forms of contemporary identity in early literature as presentist, an approach that 
tends to overlook differences between historical eras by prioritizing current concerns. However, are presentist 
methods actually flawed? And does any effort to trace earlier forms of current interests automatically 
constitute presentism? The panel preoccupies itself with presentism and historicism but offers a third 
category to think through a middle ground between these two approaches: unveiling. If we are only now 
comprehending a previously neglected aspect of identity politics, then does that mean that we are also only 
now recognizing its presence (rather than presentism) in earlier centuries?


Panelists are invited to explore these questions in poetry, prose, or drama from the Anglo-Saxon period to the 
eighteenth century and to integrate praxis-based experiences and/or methods of teaching these findings in 
the classroom.


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.
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Reconsidering Mentorship: A Roundtable Discussion 
Organizer(s): Brenna Clarke Gray (Douglas College)


The current post-secondary environment in English studies shows many fault lines in the discipline, not least a 
failure of understanding of the role of the mentor within our institutions. We are seeking pairs of mentors and 
mentees interested in an open-format roundtable discussion of how mentorship works, how you know you're 
getting it right, and what can happen when it goes wrong, with contributions from both sides of the mentor/ee 
relationship. Participants are asked to submit a brief statement of interest outlining the mentorship relationship 
from both perspectives. Questions for the roundtable will be circulated to participants in advance of Congress 
2019. 


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Subversive Intimacies, Unsettling Encounters 
Organizer(s): Sarah Kent (Queen’s)


“Intimacy” is an intensely ambiguous word that gestures to some kind of togetherness; it is an affinity that 
may indicate physical proximity, sexual activity, or emotional familiarity between people, place, other-than-
human kin, or in/tangible things. This panel seeks to assess the potential of unexpected intimacies to unsettle, 
exceed, or subvert hegemonic structures. Expansively defined to gather a range of perspectives and 
theoretical frameworks, intimacy may occur at the micro or macro levels. This panel asks, (how) can intimate 
encounters with ourselves or one another refigure the familiar ordering of the world? Participants may also 
trouble the idea of intimacy as a counter-politics, examine intimacies that are toxic to personal, collective, or 
environmental wellbeing, or consider how intimacy may always be mediated. 


Discussions may include, but are not limited to, the following areas of exploration:

• Queer, Critical Race, Disability, Gender and Feminist frameworks  

• Indigenous, postcolonial, or anti-colonial perspectives

• Ecocriticism and environmental studies

• Animal Studies/Animality Studies

• Affect theory and embodied knowledge

• Coalition-building and social justice movements

• Thing theory and intimacies with objects

• The transformation of intimacies over time or in various periods

• Representations of intimacy in genre fiction, including sci-fi, fantasy, romance, or horror   


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


Board-Sponsored Panel CFPs 
Deadline for proposals: 15 November 2018

The following CFPs are for panels on professional and disciplinary concerns organized by ACCUTE board 
members.  
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Note: You must be an ACCUTE member in good standing to present on a Board-Sponsored Panel.  The board 
organizer will forward any rejected proposals that are not ideally suited to the panel for inclusion in the 
General Pool. 


Contract Academic Faculty (CAF) Caucus 

Professional Development and Precarity 
Organizer(s): Ann Gagné (Durham College)


Professional development is an important part of maintaining currency with our field of study, pedagogical 
practices and the scholarship of teaching and learning. This panel will explore how Contract Academic 
Faculty (CAF) can maintain currency and what sort of professional development options are offered and 
needed going forward. We are interested in presentations that provide examples or the framework in response 
to the following:

• Individualized professional development plans that translate into successful application in English 

classrooms.

• Group professional development initiated and maintained without institutional support (self-identified PLNs)

• How have we or do we do professional development as contract faculty?

• What strategies need to be in place to document professional development?

• Do precarious times necessitate alternative models of professional development and what does that look 

like?

• Methods for enhancing and supporting contract faculty collaboration as PD 

• How do we open the circle of conversation around PD? (advocate for the need for PD)


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.


CAF 2 

Organizing Community: Contract Faculty, the Humanities, and Labour (Round Table) 
Organizer(s): Ann Gagné (Durham College)


We have just witnessed two of the longest higher education strikes in Canada (Ontario college faculty and 
York University contract faculty). Throughout these strikes, and other strikes in higher education, the idea of 
organizing and community building is always front and centre, but strategies to achieve this community are 
often missing. This roundtable is looking to bring together many allies and colleagues (contact faculty, tenured 
faculty members, union activists, grassroots community organizers) to discuss the role the humanities can 
and should play in organizing community. A recently released study by HESA states that “Part-time instructors 
made up 52% of the academic workforce” and that “part-time instructors teach 44% of all courses” (22). 
These numbers speak to why it is important, now more than ever, to think of how the humanities, our 
knowledge, and experience can strengthen community. What ethical responsibility does a humanities 
education have toward community? Participants will speak for 8-10 minutes each before discussion and 
questions.


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form.
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Graduate Student Caucus (GSC) 

Encouraging Collaboration and Solidarity Amongst Grads (Round Table) 
Organizer(s): Nevena Martinović (Queen’s)


Stereotypes of graduate programs describe fierce rivalries amongst graduate students filled with competitive 
book hoarding and theses hidden under lock and key. While grad student anxiety about research originality 
and job precarity is very real, the communities we work in do not have to amplify these fears, and can even 
work to provide professional opportunities, scholarly collaborations, and better mental health practices. The 
Graduate Student Caucus is seeking panelists for a roundtable on strategies for academic collaboration in the 
humanities, as well as the benefits that arise from its successes. We are interested in perspectives from 
graduate students, as well as adjuncts, postdocs and faculty. Panelists may discuss personal experiences or 
practical approaches. We encourage a wide range of proposals. 


Topics may include: 

• co-authored articles and conference papers

• peer/lateral mentorships

• supervisory relationships

• fostering supportive and healthy environments 

• graduate student societies within the department

• working/reading/peer review groups 

• mental/social/health/professional benefits


Please submit by 15 November 2018 through the ACCUTE Proposal Submission Form. ✍





COMING SOON… 

Stay tuned for more board-sponsored panels in future ACCUTE 
newsletters!
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The ACCUTE Board of Directors 

Jennifer Andrews (President) 
Elizabeth Effinger (Vice-President) 

Ann Gagné (CAF Caucus Rep) 
Nevena Martinović (President, Graduate Student 

Caucus Rep) 
Lee Easton (Member-at-Larger, Prof. Concerns) 

Laura K. Davis (Member-at-Large, Colleges) 
Mark McCutcheon (Member-at-Large, Priestley 

Prize) 
Manina Jones (Past President) 

Alan Pero (Editor, English Studies in Canada) 
(ex-officio) 

Peter Sinnema (CACE President) (ex-officio) 

The ACCUTE Office 

 Vicky Simpson (ACCUTE Office Coordinator) 

With thanks… 

The ACCUTE office runs only with the help of 
the ACCUTE board and past offices, as well as 

the support of the University of New 
Brunswick’s Department of English and the 

Faculty of Arts. 

We especially want to thank ACCUTE’s 
members for your support. Please remember to 

renew your membership. It’s quick and easy, 
and you can do it online!


