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Manina Jones, Western
Spring—finally--is in the air, and Congress 2018 is
nearly here. As old hands know, every Congress has
its own character and one of the pleasures of
attending ACCUTE is discovering the unique
character of the host city and the distinctive,
unpredictable “vibe” of each location. Does anybody
else recall the Charlottetown or Saskatoon or
Lennoxville Congresses? Those smaller venues were
especially warm and welcoming. We can’t wait for
our adventures in Regina to unfold.
The ACCUTE office has produced some guides to
help orient you to different aspects of the Congress
experience. First, there’s the NEW “A Beginner’s
Guide to Attending ACCUTE 2018,” a compendium
of informal advice from ACCUTE members to help
you get the most out of Congress. We also have a set
of conference guides, including “Best Practices for
Chairs” and “Best Practices for Presenters”, each of
which will give you a sense of the most effective and
rewarding ways to participate in conference
sessions. And finally, we appreciate the fact that in
response to ACCUTE’s advocacy, Congress organizers
have produced an FAQ on cyberbullying and an
official Congress code of conduct addressing
harassment issues.
Members of the Board offer up highlights of
ACCUTE programming in their columns, below. Let
me give just a taste of our collaborations in Regina.
We have an alphabet soup of joint ventures with
other groups, from ARCYP (Association for Research
on the Cultures of Young People) to VSAO (Victorian
Studies Association of Ontario). Our plenaries are cosponsored by old and valued Congress friends ACQL
(Association of Canadian and Quebec Literatures)
and
CACLALS
(Canadian
Association
for
Commonwealth Literature & Language Studies), and
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for the Zarqa Nawaz plenary we’re teaming up with
a new partner, CSSR (Canadian Society for Studies in
Religion), as well. And we have a unique
collaboration with the folks at Canadian Literature: a
roundtable on research and teaching and a launch of
their new Canlit Guides.
The final day’s program is a great example of how
cooperative sessions can stimulate productive
connections. If you’re interested in Indigenous
studies, you can plot your day among shared
sessions, beginning with CLSG’s (Christianity and
Literature Study Group) panel on “Christianity and
Reconciliation”, then ACCUTE-ILSA’s (Indigenous
Literary Studies Association) roundtable on the
innovative “The People and the Text” project, and
then attend ARCYP’s exciting interdisciplinary
session,
“Collaboration
and
Community
Engagement: the Six Seasons of the Asiniskow
Ithiniwak.” If you’re around in the evening, ILSA has
generously invited ACCUTE members to join them at
the inaugural Indigenous Voices awards at
O’Hanlon’s pub.
1

Spring 2018 NEWSLETTER

Click here for the

ACCUTE 2018 Conference Program

VICE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Madeline Bassnett, Western
As I write, it’s exactly 26 days until the beginning
of Congress, and the Western ACCUTE office is in full
pre-conference swing. We’ll look forward to
welcoming you at the ACCUTE table on May 26th, so
don’t forget to visit us when you arrive: pick up a
paper copy of the program and ask any questions
you might have. We’ll be outside Luther College 208,
conveniently nearby the morning coffee table. This
year, we’ll have coffee, tea, and juice available
starting at 10 am on Saturday, and 8 am Sunday to
Tuesday.
The program for Regina is less packed than last
year’s, but that only means you’ll miss fewer of the
excellent panels and events. Make a note to attend
our plenary sessions on Saturday and Sunday
afternoons. Co-sponsored by CACLALS, Jahan
Ramazani will inspire us to think about a global
poetics in his Saturday talk, “Gathering Linguistic
Diversities: The Poem, the World, and Translation.”
Writer, humourist, and creator of Little Mosque on
the Prairie Zarqa Narwaz (co-sponsored with
CACLALS, ACQL, and CSSR) will discuss her
groundbreaking TV series on Sunday: “How to write
a sitcom about Muslims—very carefully!”
Following Ramazani’s presentation, you can head
over to Campion College for an evening with three
acclaimed Regina writers: mystery novelist Gail
Bowen, novelist and playwright Connie Gault, and
creative non-fiction writer and naturalist Trevor
Herriot. End your evening by attending the annual
ESC bash at Memories, a local pub, or keep the
creative juices flowing at the grad student reading
and roundtable. Literary readings continue on

Sunday, with the CLSG event featuring Connie Braun
and Benjamin Hertwig.
As always, our AGM will take place on the third
day of the conference, and will be held in Luther
College 215. Afterwards, we’ll head over to the
campus pub, the Owl, for the annual Celebration of
Research, with food and drink compliments of
ACCUTE. All are welcome, and if you haven’t
attended an AGM before, come along, meet ACCUTE
board members, and find out more about the
workings of the organization. The day will end, of
course, with the dance party at the Owl, but this
year, we’re delighted to promote the perfect lead-up
to this enthusiastically anticipated event: a free
concert with Buffy Sainte-Marie, open to all
Congress attendees. Arrive early to get a seat.
We have a fantastic line-up of sessions, including
Board Sponsored panels from the TRaCE project on
“How Narrative Knowledge Can Change Graduate
Education,” an ESC roundtable on “The Public
Intellectual in the Age of Social Media,” and, to end
the conference, a panel discussion on “#MeToo and
English Studies.” Think of checking out the CanLit
Guides sessions and join them for a bite to eat at
their launch on Monday, May 28. As well, don’t
forget the annual lunches, for Campus Reps, grad
students, and Contract and Adjunct Faculty (CAF), on
Sunday and Monday.
With 187 people already registered for the
ACCUTE conference, we’re looking forward to many
stimulating discussions between May 26-29. Safe
travels, everyone, and we can’t wait to see you in
Regina.
2

Spring 2018 NEWSLETTER

If you don’t already follow ACCUTE’s blog, Twitter feed (@ACCUTEnglish), or Facebook page, now’s the
time to start. Don’t forget to Share your #ACCUTE2018 #congressh experience during Congress, and
follow along, no matter where you are!

LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS
COORDINATOR’S MESSAGE
Chris Bundock, Regina
Welcome, everyone, to the Queen City. Winter
has finally abated and the campus has, like Spock in
Star Trek III reacting to the effects of the
terraforming device called Genesis, revived. The
reference isn’t as random as it might seem: Regina
boasted temperatures in February comparable to
Mars and would, thus, seem to be transforming back
from an alien state into something like a habitable
planet.
I’d like quickly to introduce the team of local
assistants. I’m joined by Danielle Myers, Aislinn
McDougall, Chris Brown, and Oluwatomisin (Tomi)
Oyegoke. If you need help securing a taxi or a dinner
reservation, please don’t hesitate to ask one of us.
We’ll also be happy to recommend things to do and
see in the city.
Speaking of recommendations: while there will be
food and drink options on campus, please note that
there is a plaza walking distance from our meeting
spaces where you can get snacks, fast food, and good
coffee. If you have a free moment, you may also
want to take a short walk over to First Nations

University of Canada housed in a stunning building
designed by Douglas Cardinal (see photo above).
Finally, I’d like to invite anyone who is free for
lunch on Sunday, May 27 to join me and incoming
ACCUTE Vice President Elizabeth Effinger as we
launch our recentlypublished
essay
collection, William
Blake’s
Gothic
Imagination: Bodies
of
Horror
(Manchester UP).
The l(a)unch will
take place from
12:00-1:30 in the
Language Institute,
room 120. Food and
drink
will
be
provided and all are
welcome.
Safe travels to all
and see you soon.

Click here for Chris’

Guide to Taxis and Restaurants in Regina
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COORDINATOR’S MESSAGE
Alicia Robinet, Western
As the Congress dates draw near, the conference
organizing committee is getting excited to visit with
our membership and see the excellent academic
programming ACCUTE has lined up for the 2018
meeting. We want to thank our Research Assistant
Stuart Cheyne (Western) whose efficiency, courtesy,
and timeliness were truly appreciated at the end of
the planning phase. Our LAC Christopher Bundock
(Regina) has made the 2507 kilometres between
Regina and the London offices all but disappear
because of his collaboration and reliability (and
that’s not just our bias given that he’s a Western
grad).
If this is your first ACCUTE conference, now that
you’ve read our helpful guides (here it is again), you
are ready to go. Just a note that there are no
Congress shuttles from the airport, and organizers
recommend taking a taxi. Congress will have charter
buses with the sign “Congress 2018.” These buses
will pick up and drop off at the Riddell Centre on
Campus. If you are leaving campus, look for a
Congress charter bus that will take you in the
appropriate direction (i.e. “Downtown”). City buses
will transport Congress participants free of charge
with a Congress badge. If you have not picked up
your badge yet, the bus driver should let you ride for
free if you specify you are attending Congress.
When you first arrive at the University of Regina,
make sure you pick up your Congress badge (so that
you will get free bus transportation in Regina, not to
mention access to your association’s sessions and
the Congress Open Events), Congress program, and
other materials at the Registration Desk located at
the Congress Hub in the Centre for Kinesiology (CK)
from 7:30 am to 5:00 pm during the days of our
conference (and if you’re in town early, you can stop
by the Desk from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm on Friday, May
25th). Be sure you have registered for Congress and
ACCUTE (you can do so here) and that your ACCUTE
membership is in good standing to be eligible to
present at this year’s conference (sign up here).
As for your next steps on campus, please stop by
the ACCUTE Greeting Table outside of LC 208 where
you can enjoy a morning coffee and pick up your
hard copy of the conference program. The current
draft of the ACCUTE program can be found here.

Please check the ACCUTE website for updates to the
program (we still need Chairs hint hint) and
information on the ACCUTE Conference app that we
hope to release this year. If you do not find one of
our student assistants at the table (see Chris’s
column), please be sure to refer to this newsletter to
recognize the conference organizing committee
members and ask any of us for help.
In addition to the ACCUTE academic and social
programming, you might want to de-stress by
checking out some Congress Wellness activities such
as walks, runs, and yoga that will be advertised (be
sure to follow #congressh on Twitter). Although it is
difficult to fit in everything you will want to do, make
sure you look at the Open Events listing here and the
Big Thinking line-up here (Congress had a goal to
ensure that all of their Big Thinking speakers are
women).
After the conference, please make sure you
submit your ACCUTE 2018 Travel Form and your
receipts to info.accute@gmail.com or mail them to
ACCUTE (Association of Canadian College and
University Teachers of English) / c/o Department of
English and Writing Studies / Arts & Humanities
Building, Room 2G02 / Western University / 1151
Richmond Street / London, Ontario / CANADA N6A
3K7). ACCUTE covers up to 50% of travel costs
(airfare, car rental, gas, train, or bus) but does not
cover ground transportation like taxis. The ACCUTE
office limits travel reimbursements to graduate
students, contract faculty, or unwaged members.
You must be a member in good standing to receive a
travel reimbursement. The form will be available at
the ACCUTE Greeting Table, will be emailed to the
membership, and is online here. Deadline: June 21st,
2018.
Watch this space for abstracts and bios of
presenters. If you have any concerns while attending
Congress,
I
can
be
reached
at
info.accute@gmail.com. I wish everyone a safe trip
to Regina, where I look forward to seeing familiar
faces and meeting many of you in person.
#seeyouinRegina!

4

Spring 2018 NEWSLETTER

GRAD CAUCUS MESSAGE

GSC AGM & Lunch: Directly following our Successful
Sessionals panel is the GSC AGM and lunch; all
graduate students are welcome and we encourage
graduate student representatives to attend. We will
be presenting the results of our 2017-2018 Graduate
& Department survey. If you are interested in how
graduate funding and TAships (among other topics)
compare across Canadian English departments, or if
you have suggestions for next year’s survey
questions, let us know at the AGM. We will also be
electing a new President-Elect, Vice President, and
Secretary. If you have questions about these
positions,
send
us
an
email
at
gsc.accute@gmail.com, or speak to a member of our
executive.
Jobs in Writing: A Workshop for Graduate Students
(ACCUTE-CASDW): Immediately after the GSC AGM
is an informal session over coffee and cookies full of
practical professional advice and experiential
accounts of people who work at Writing jobs in
colleges and universities, including Heather
Fitzgerald (Coordinator, Writing Centre at Emily Carr
University of Art & Design), Myra Bloom
(Communications Instructor at University of
Toronto), Nadine Fladd (Writing and Multimodal
Communication
Specialist,
Writing
and
Communication Centre, University of Waterloo), and
Boba Samuels (Director, Health Sciences Writing
Centre at University of Toronto).
We are looking forward to this year’s conference!
Kala Hirtle (President)
Nevena Martinović (President-Elect)
Nahmi Lee (Vice President)
Courtney Church (Secretary)

Kala Hirtle, Dalhousie
The Graduate Student Caucus (GSC) is excited to
welcome all graduate students and graduate student
representatives to ACCUTE 2018! We would like to
let you know about some of the programming
planned for grad students at this year’s conference.
GSC Pub Night Meet & Greet: After the first day of
panels, come on out to the GSC annual Pub Night
Meet & Greet. If you are planning on attending the
ESC Bash, joining us for our Meet and Greet will be
easy as it is being held in the same location. Join us
at Memories (1717 Victoria Avenue, Regina) from
7:30-9:30PM and get to know some of the other
graduate students presenting at this year’s
conference. There will be appetizers courtesy of the
ACCUTE board.
And now for a creative perspective: A graduate
student reading and roundtable (co-sponsored by
CACLALS, ACQL, ACCUTE) Saturday, May 26th from
6:30-8:00 pm: If you want another great event to
pack into Saturday evening and you are hanging
around campus, be sure to check out the graduate
student creative writers’ reading and roundtable
happening in Campion Commons.
Board Sponsored Panel: GSC Successful Sessionals
(Chair: Kala Hirtle) Sunday May 27th, 10:30 am12:00 pm, LC 207: This session will focus on
successful sessional instructors and highlight their
teaching innovations. We have planned this session
along the lines of the Pecha Kucha or Teaching Demo
style; that is to say, each participant might give a fiveto seven-minute demonstration or explanation of a
successful lesson, strategy, or innovation.
We are excited to announce that we have a full
slate of eight presenters with sessional teaching
experiences at both the college and university levels,
on a wide-range of topics, such as mental health and
self image, second-language acquisition, community
outreach, and collaborative approaches to
innovative course design. Our panelists are: Jeff
Weingarten (Fanshawe College), Diana Samu-Visser
(Western University), Laura Schechter (U of Alberta),
Ramanpreet Kaur (Western University), Mark
Kaethler (Medicine Hat College), Cameron Riddell
(Western University), Alicia Robinet (Western
University and Huron and Brescia U Colleges at
Western), and Marc Mazur (Western University).
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(Monday at 8:30), Pedagogies of the Archive
(Monday at 8:30 & 10:30 am), Roundtable on
Pedagogy: Engaging with Pain: Suffering and Safety
in the Contemporary Classroom (Monday at noon)
Practical Pedagogy (Monday at 1:30 pm), CPC:
#MeToo and English Studies: What Next? (Tuesday
at 1:30)
Enjoy Congress, have great conversations and great
food, and please come find me (and my ever-present
ACCUTE kid) to chat about all things colleges and
teaching.

MEMBER-AT-LARGE,
COLLEGES MESSAGE
Brenna Clarke Gray, Douglas
A warm welcome to Congress to all our college and
teaching-focused attendees from your (outgoing!)
member-at-large and colleges representative. I
thought I'd highlight a few panels for you that have a
strong pedagogical focus:
Content and Trigger Warnings (Saturday at 10:30,
organized by yours truly), Surveying Canlit: a
presentation-interview panel on course syllabi

MEMBER-AT-LARGE,
COMMITTEE FOR
PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS
MESSAGE
Lee Easton, Mount Royal
Hello to all from Calgary where we have finally
emerged from a harsh winter! I am looking forward
to our annual conference in Regina where the
Committee for Professional Concerns is hosting two
sessions. One session I hope many will attend is the
panel focused on the critical questions raised by the
#Metoo movement. ACCUTE President Manina Jones
will be chairing the session which will feature Lily
Cho, Lucia Lorenzi and Heidi Tiedemann Darroch
exploring the issues and ramifications of various

forms of harassment with which women faculty in
the profession contend. I am also looking forward to
the CPC-CACE workshop discussion focused on the
updating the Adjunct Hiring Best Practices CheckList.
This will be an opportunity for us all to discuss how
to ensure this important Association document
evolves as our profession changes. Finally, I want to
express my deep thanks to the Committee members
for all their work this year. Their insights and work
are invaluable. See you in Regina!
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2018 AGM AGENDA
University of Regina
Monday, May 28, 2018
3:30-5:00 pm
Luther College 215
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Approval of Agenda
Approval of Minutes (2017 AGM)
Matters Arising
President’s Report (Manina Jones)
Vice President’s Report (Madeline Bassnett)
Financial Report (Madeline Bassnett)
a. Motion to approve financial report1
b. Motion to appoint public accountant to prepare 2017-18 financial documents and
reports2
7. Report of the Editor of ESC: English Studies in Canada (Allan Pero)
8. Report of the Committee for Professional Concerns (Lee Easton)
9. Report of the Contract Academic Faculty (CAF) Representative (Ross Bullen)
10. Report of the Graduate Student Caucus (Kayla Hirtle)
11. Report of F. E. L. Priestley Prize Committee (Mark McCutcheon)
12. Report of the President of the Canadian Association of Chairs of English (CACE) (Jacqueline
Jenkins)
13. Election/Announcement of New Members of the ACCUTE Board of Directors
14. Any Other Business
15. Motion to Adjourn

1

MOTION TO APPROVE FINANCIAL REPORT

Moved: That the Financial Report for the fiscal year ending 30 June 2017 as presented at the 2018
ACCUTE AGM be received.
2

MOTION TO APPOINT PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT TO PREPARE 2017-18 FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS AND
REPORTS
Moved: That Famme and Co. be appointed as ACCUTE’s public accountant to provide a Notice to
Reader Statement for the fiscal year ending 30 June 2018.
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ACCUTE Membership
It Benefits You; It Benefits Our Profession
ACCUTE’S MISSION
To promote the interests of those teaching and researching in the various fields of English Studies in
Canadian colleges and universities by facilitating the dissemination and exchange of research and
the exploration of professional issues, by organizing scholarly and professional meetings, by seeking
to improve working conditions, by representing and promoting the scholarly and research interests
of members before such bodies as provincial and federal granting agencies, and by supporting the
interests and aspirations of members entering the profession.

AS AN ACCUTE MEMBER, YOU GAIN:
o
o
o
o

o
o
o

Four print issues annually of cutting-edge scholarship from ESC: English Studies in Canada , the
nation's leading generalist journal in the discipline and a global force in multidisciplinary humanities
scholarship (ESC is downloaded more than 80,000 times per year in over 80 countries);
A direct political voice in one of the largest and most recognized humanities associations in Canada;
Membership in the Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences (CFHSS), which
lobbies on our behalf to SSHRC and the Federal government;
Eligibility for travel funds to present at our annual conference, where scholars from around Canada
and the world discuss research, teaching, and professional concerns, and where experts from
across all areas and methodologies of English studies can offer you new insights and areas of
inquiry;
The right to propose conference panels (all papers are anonymously peer-reviewed);
Access and the right to submit to the quarterly ACCUTE Newsletter, with articles about scholarly and
professional concerns, as well as advocacy documents and surveys and data on the profession;
Access and the right to submit to ACCUTE’s social media (Facebook and Contract Academic Faculty
Caucus Facebook, Twitter @ACCUTEnglish and @ACCUTE_CAF) and its blog English Matters, which
builds on our advocacy voice and opens space for discussion, promotes your Calls for Papers, and
provides our well-known jobs list of academic and other pertinent employment opportunities.

YOUR ACCUTE MEMBERSHIP SUPPORTS THE PROFESSION:
ACCUTE advocates for improvements to working conditions in the Canadian academy, including issues
related to Contract Academic Faculty;
o We developed a best practices document regarding contract faculty employment, which was
unanimously supported by the Canadian Association of Chairs of English and sent to English
departments across Canada;
o Working with CFHSS, we are lobbying SSHRC regarding our members’ research needs;
o ACCUTE is regularly consulted by CFHSS, SSHRC, and other agencies regarding professional and
scholarly policy matters, including, recently, open-access policies, metrics, and other issues;
o ACCUTE’s presidents and board members address universities, colleges, government,
government agencies, and national forums on pressing scholarly and professional issues.

o

Membership in ACCUTE is ... a chance to be part of conversations and initiatives that
help nourish and protect intellectual interests while promoting the public interest in a
robust and diverse Canadian academy. ... No one should miss that opportunity. – Len
Findlay, Distinguished Professor, University of Saskatchewan
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