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Neil Besner 

Iron cold from coast to coast, this could truly 
be the winter of our discontent; but we have no 
time for such idle frippery in the Peg. We are 
warmed, first, by the gathering pace of 
preparations for the conference. A few quick 
facts: last year, 116 paper proposals were 
submitted to the general call for the Halifax 
conference; this year, we received 155 for the 
Winnipeg Congress. By the time this 
Newsletter crosses your threshold, notice will 
have gone out to all proposers, earlier than last 
year's notification; we're learning. And our 
great thanks both to all proposers, and to all 
vettors for your careful work. 

As I write, we are on the eve of putting together 
the panels (see the draft program herein), and 
I am confident that the breadth and depth of 
this year's program will include at the very 
least several subjects of interest to everyone. 
You'll see Jhat we also have a plethora of 
special sessions, joint and member-organized; 
an evening of readings in honour of Carol . 
Shields; another evening of readings co-

http://accute.uwinnipeg.ca 

sponsored with ACQL; two ACCUTE plenaries, 
Bill New and James Kincaid, and a shared 
plenary, Lynn Mario T. Menezes de Souza, with 
CACLALS. And other surprises. 

Membership: we are on the rise, and almost at 
900. I won't belabour this subject, having 
taken up the whole column with it in the last 
Newsletter. Stili, it is good to see that we are 
headed in the right direction. 

During our Executive conference call in early 
February, we agreed to move ahead with a plan 
that we have been discussing for several years: 
to establish a permanent ACCUTE website. This 
will allow for secure online membership 
renewal, saving the organization postage and 
time, and saving members the same, we hope. 
As well, it will mean the end of moving the 
website about the country as the ACCUTE office 
moves, so that members will be able to find 
the website, its various discussion groups, and 
the information they need in one place for an 
extended period of time, rather than shifting 
URL's every two years. We will bring the details 

(Continued on page 9) 



Hosted 
by esc 

English Studies in Canada 

You're invited to 
the 

First Annual 
ESC Bash 

May 31, 2004 . 
at Basil's Restaurant 

in the heart of 
Winnipeg's Osborne · 

Village 

Only Minutes away from 
the University of Manitoba 

Don't miss out on the ESC haiku/limerick contest - the best entry 
will be printed in the journal's colophon! 



Congress 2004 - News 
Travel Funding 

As always, we do not yet know the 
amount of the grant that we will receive 
from SSHRC for reimbursement of 
conference travel expenses. In 
accordance with SSHRC's requirements, 
we will give precedence to students and 
the underemployed. We will then 
reimburse conference presenters 
starting with the lower-ranked faculty 
and working up the scale. Please note 
that we will try to reimburse everyone up 
to half of their travel costs, but 
depending on the size of the grant and 
the number of applicants, the 
reimbursements may be less than half of 
the cost of travel. 

Travel claims can only be made for 
travel to and from the conference, but 
not for accommodation, meals, taxis, 
conference registration and so on. 

Claim forms will be available at the 
ACCUTE desk at the Conference and 
online at the ACCUTE web site after the 
Conference. You will need to submit the 
official receipt and the unused portion of 
your ticket with your claim form. If you 
are using an electronic ticket, you will 
need to submit boarding passes for all 
portions of the trip. 

Once the conference ends, please send 
your claim forms as quickly as possible; 
forms received after June 25, 2003 will 
be too late to receive funding. 

Congress Registration and Registration 
Packages 

If you did not receive a package by 
January 31, 2004, or you have recently 
become a member of ACCUTE, you 
should register for the Congress online at 
http://www.fedcan.ca;. Please note that 
ACCUTE does not send the Congress 
registration packages. 

standing before October 23, 2003 and you 
did not receive a registration package you 
should still register online, although we ask 
that you contact the ACCUTE office and 
inform us that you did not receive a 
package so that we may look into the 
matter on your behalf. The ACCUTE office 
can be reached by email at 
accute@uwinnipeg.ca or by phone at 204-
786-9094. 

Please note that you must register for Congress 
ilD.d. the ACCUTE Conference to be held at the 
Congress. 

Congress Registration Fees 

ACCUTE strongly recommends that all 
members planning to attend the 
Conference register early. Please note 
that Congress registration fees Increase on 
April 1, 2004 for all categories of 
registrants. 

The 2004 Congress Registration Fees are 
as follows: 

$40 students, retired and unwaged 
delegates registering by 31 March 

$60 students, retired and unwaged 
delegates registering from 1 April AND 
postdoctoral students. 

$100 regular delegates registering by 
31 March. 

$150 regular delegates registering 
from 1 April. 

Registration for the ACCUTE Conference will 
be $25 for students, retired and unwaged 
delegates and $35 for regular delegates. 
Anyone planning to attend the ACCUTE 
Conference sessions need not be a 
member of ACCUTE but must register for 
the Conference. 

- More questions? Please contact Nicole the 
ACCUTE Coordinator at 204-786-9094 or 

If you were an ACCUTE member in good via email accute@uwinnipeg.ca. () 

Unsure about 

when you should 

renew your 

membership? 

Check your address 

label - the date listed 

after your name 

indicates your renewal 

date. 

Alternately, email the 

ACCUTE office at 

accute@uwinnipeg.ca 

and we'll be happy to 

check our records for 

you. 

Congress 
registration 

packages went 
out in January 

2004. 
If you did not . 

receIve a 
package, register 

online at 
www.fedcan.ca 

today! 



Submissions Call to 
Canadian Literature 

Weare planning a special issue of 
Canadian Literature devoted to South 
Asian Canadian writing. We are interested 
in articles dealing with all aspects of 
writing by South Asians in Canada; we are 
also interested in interviews and poetry. 
The deadline for submissions is July 1, 
2004. 

If you would like to find out more about 
our journal, please consult our website 
(www.canlit.ca). 

Professional Concerns 
Anne Quema 

This is a reminder of the four topics that will 
be discussed at the next Congress. In the 
spirit of ecumenism, the Professional 
Concerns Committee and the Sessional 
Committee have decided to organize panels 
and roundtables that will involve the 
participation of different key players in the 
academic world. The . call for papers is 
addressed to full-time and part-time 
instructors, undergraduate and graduate 
students, as well as administrators. Please 
send your submission to aquema@acadiau. 
ca. 

IIEW!! 

1) Education, SSHRC's Transformation 
and the Humanities 

In response to SSHRC's plan to 
transform Itself from a Granting Council 
Into a Knowledge Council, the 
Professional Concerns Committee and 
ACCUTE's Executive have decided to 
organize a forum where ACCUTE's 
members can artiCUlate their positions 
and express their concerns. We invite 
brief position papers that will Initiate a 
general discussion among members. 

2) Literacy Skills and Critical Thinking 
English Departments are 
under increasing pressure to provide 
service courses which emphasize 
composition and basic literacy skills over 
the critical examination of texts and 
contexts. Does this dichotomy exist, and 
if so, should it be resisted? 

3) Increased enrolment and academic 
hiring 
Who will be teaching English in 2010? 
How do we tackle the anticipated 
increase in enrolment in Canadian 
universities and the predicted shortage 
of applicants for university pOSitions? 
How do we solve the contradiction 
between the moral condemnation of 
part-faculty exploitation and the 
economic drive to generate revenues at 
the cost of hiring underpaid non-tenured 
faculty? 

4) National and International Ph.Os 
In his CACE/ACCUTE Hiring Survey 2002-
03, Rob Holton stated that approximately 
56.5% of successful applicants held a 
Canadian Ph.D while 43.5% held a non
Canadian Ph.D. What is the significance 
of this new trend? Does the hiring of 
applicants with non-Canadian Ph.Ds lead 
to the devaluation of Canadian degrees 
and to discrimination against national 
education and culture? () 



Report of the President of the Graduate Student Caucus News of 
Members Sara Humphreys, GSC President 

The ACCUTE conference is fast approaching, 
and with the conference comes the 
anticipation of meeting some of you. I am 
very excited to discuss how we should 
proceed with funding issues, among other 
things. For now, the · letter concerning 
departmental hiring practices is finally 
complete. I offer a copy of the letter and 
invite your responses: 

Dear [Graduate Officer] [Chair], 

Hiring practices at English departments 
across Canada concern graduate students 
greatly. The Graduate Student Caucus (GSC) 
of the Association of Canadian College and 
University Teachers of English (ACCUTE) does 
not want to protest or assent to any part of 
the debate over hiring practices, but rather to 
request an open dialogue between 
departments and students on this issue. 
Since the changes to Human Resources and 
Development Canada's Foreign Worker 
Recruitment Policy of Academics in 2000, 
anxiety has increased over the repercussions 
of the amendments. 

The changes to the HRDC rules allow 
Canadian universities to advertise for and 
consider international and domestic 
candidates simultaneously. The removal of 
the two-tier system leaves many Canadian 

. students wondering how this revision affects 
the Canadian academic job market. To be 
clear, we are not arguing for a protectionist 
policy, we are expressing legitimate concern 
over recent trends in hiring. The Canadian 
Association of Chairs of English (CACE) hiring 
survey confirms the fears of Canadian 
graduate students - to quote the survey 
directly: 

"In the Murray Report [a survey of hiring 
practices conducted from 1987-1997] the 
ratio of Canadian to non-Canadian Ph.D.s for 
successful applicants was 64% to 36%. In 
2000-2001, it was 70% to 30%. In 2001-
2002, the ratio slipped to 60% Canadian Ph. 
D.s to 40% other. This year 56.5% (37) held 
a Canadian Ph.D. and 43.5% (28.5) held a 

non-Canadian Ph.D." 

We strongly feel this trend must be 
addressed with departments not only 
involving their students in departmental 
hiring processes but also engaging 
students in open forums on the realities of 
the Canadian hiring system. We must be 
certain when we enter the market that we 
possess a firm grasp of the expectations 
and demands of the academic market. 

GSC campus representatives canvassed 
students in order to find out: 1) student 
perceptions of hiring practices, 2) how the 
system might be improved, 3) how 
Canadian graduate students can become 
more competitive. The following is an 
abridged list of responses that we hope you 
will find useful in addressing this issue: 

=> A number of graduate students 
requested more support from 
departments to attend conferences. 
Graduate students ask for 
encouragement and mentoring as well 
as financial support to attend these 
conferences. Furthermore, students 
from small to mid-size programs 
suggest sending contingents of 

(Continued on page 7) 

Eleanor Ty (Wilfrid Laurier 
University) has completed two 
books scheduled for spring 
2004. She is author of The 
Politics of the Visible In 
Asian North American 
Narratives (University of 
Toronto Press) and has co
edited, with Donald C. 
Goellnicht, a collection of 
essays, Asian North 
American Identities Beyond 
the Hyphen (Indiana 
University Press). This year, 
she is chair of the Asian 
American Literature Division 
of the Modern Languages 
Association, and is a book 
review editor for Eighteenth
Century Fiction. 

Do you have news you would 
like to share with other 
members? If so, email 
accute@uwlnnipeg.ca today! 

We can't wait to see you at 
the 2004 ACCUTE 
Conference. 
Don't wait too long to book your 
accommodations or travel plans! 
See your Congress 2004 Package for more 
information. 

See you in Winnipeg! 
The Association of Canadian 

College and University 
Teachers of English 



The New Culture 
Andrew Lesk, Sessional Representative 

A couple of things on the fly: At the 
Sessionals Caucus, we will need to elect 
a new representative to the Executive. If 
you have thought of contributing but are 
not sure and want to know more, please 
drop me a line. In my next column, 
which should be "all me" (and will 
appear after the Conference), I will recap 
the two years I've spent as Sessionals 
Rep, and will introduce your new rep. 
I came across this very interesting article 
in Peer Review, which takes a 90 degree 
turn on the issue of contract faculty and 
undergraduate teaching. The author 
argues that contract faculty, despite 
commitment to the profession and so on, 
are less qualified to teach because they 
do not enjoy the ameliorating benefits 
(professional development, feeling 
secure, and the like) tenured faculty do. 
It is, as it were, an argument from 
another angle: Benjamin is talking to 
administrators and tenured faculty. But 
the implications of Benjamin's argument 
are hard to miss, even though he alludes 
to them rhetorically: if we want better 
education for undergraduates, then 
sessional faculty must be converted into 
tenured faculty, posthaste; the cost of 
not doing so now will be greater in the 
long run, in ways that will be 
immeasurable by mere dollars. 

Excerpted with permission from Peer 
Review, [Fall 2002]. Copyright held by 
the Association of American Colleges and 
Universities. 

"How Over-Reliance on 
Contingent Appointments 
Diminishes Faculty 
Involvement in Student 
Learning" 
Ernst Benjamin 

Over-reliance on part-time and other 
"contingent" instructional staff 
diminishes faculty involvement in 
undergraduate learning. It is urgent that 
we recognize this for two reasons. First, 
such over-reliance particularly 
disadvantages the less-well-prepared 
entering and lower-division students in 
the non-elite institutions who most need 
more substantial faculty attention. 
Second, the diminished learning 
opportunities are not confined to 
extension programs, distance education, 
or other such marginal outsourcing of 
instructional responsibilities. Rather, the 
affected programs are the core 
undergraduate programs-regardless of 
whether these are defined as general 
education courses that provide basic 
college-level skills such as literacy, 
numeracy, critical thinking, and 
communication or the liberal education 
that contributes the information and 
knowledge fundamental to effective 
participation in contemporary society. 

The change in staffing of these core 
programs is so obvious and pervasive 
that the documentation that follows 
almost seems unnecessary. Yet there 
has been remarkably little study of the 
impact of this change on student 
learning, and a description of the nature 
and extent of the change in staffing is a 
precondition to exploring their effects. To 
be sure, there have been efforts to 
suggest ways to improve part-time and 
graduate assistant instruction, as well as 
the careers of full-time, non-tenure-track 

- faculty (Gappa and Leslie 1993; 
Roueche, et al. 1996; Baldwin and 

Chronister 2001). Although the 
essential, but rarely implemented, 
reforms recommended by these 
studies reflect concern for 
undergraduate staffing poliCies, none 
of these studies has directly examined 
the effects of the increasing reliance 
on contingent staff on student ' 
learning, and each has accepted the 
inevitability of increased dependence 
on contingent faculty. 

The inadequate salary and 
benefits of part-time faculty 

are cause for serious concern 
even if we focus ow attention 
solely on the consequences for 
student learning and ignore 

the implications for the quality 
of life of part-time faculty and 

the futwe of the profession. 

Indeed, in an effort to respect the 
efforts and contributions of contingent 
staff, these studies often offer merely 
anecdotal claims that contingent 
faculty are generally able and 
committed, frequently more devoted to 
teaching than full-time, tenure-track 
faculty, easily dismissed if found 
wanting, and recipients of student 
evaluations comparable to their full
time, tenure-track counterparts. These · 
comforting presuppositions have 
enabled institutions and accrediting 
bodies to rationalize and expand their 
reliance upon contingent instructional 
staff and to replace precise "input" 
standards based on faculty 
qualifications, appointment poliCies, 
and performance standards with 



The New Culture Continued .... 

vaguely defined requirements for 
institutionally developed stu-dent 
"outcomes" measures. Consequently, 
reconsideration of these presuppositions is 
long overdue. [ ... j 

The Cost of Cost-Saving to Faculty 
Qualifications and Professional 
Development 

The increasing reliance on contingent 
appointees for undergraduate instruction 
in fields like English, composition, 
languages, history, and mathematics 
obviously shapes the core undergraduate 
experience. [ ... j The principal remaining 
rationale for the increased reliance on 
contingent faculty in core undergraduate 
programs is cost-saving. Cost-saving is a 
reasonable objective but it is not the same 
as cost-effectiveness-especially if, as is the 
case, it substantially detracts from 
educational quality. This is not because 
contingent faculty lack native ability or 
classroom skills. The quality cost of 
contingent faculty derives rather from their 
relative lack of support, professional 
development opportunities, evaluation, and 
above all,involvement in student learning. 

The inadequate salary and benefits of part
time faculty are cause for serious concern 
even if we focus our attention solely on the 
consequences for student learning and 
ignore the implications for the quality of life 
of part-time faculty and the future of the 
profession. Part-time faculty teaching in 
fields such as English, languages, history, 
and mathematics are far less likely to hold 
full-time employment elsewhere than are 
those part-time faculty who teach in the 
professional and vocational areas 
(Benjamin 1998b). So the typical lack of 
institutionally provided health, life, and 
retirement benefits often means these 
benefits are lacking entirely. Their median 
earnings per course [ ... j lead many to seek 
work at multiple institutions and spend 
time commuting that might better be spent 
with their students and ' potential 

(Continued on page 8) 

Report of the President of the Graduate Student Caucus 
(Continued from page 5) 

graduate students to conferences 
in order to create a solid 
representation - and reputation -
for all levels of graduate 
departments. 

=> Along similar lines, graduate 
students ask departments to 
encourage more involvement in 
North American associations (like 
CAAS and NASSR). Many 
organizations cover travel 
expenses for students who are 
presenting papers. However, the 
main reason for involvement in 
professional organizations is for 
initial contact with other 
professionals in the field and 
contribution to the field. 

=> Hold seminars, create 
informational booklets, and/or 
involve students more directly in 
departmental hiring practices. 
Students feel mystified by the 
process and this cannot bode well 
when entering the job market. 
Student participation and 
instruction in the process will help 
to demystify the academic hiring 
system, which, in turn, will help to 
prepare students for the job 
market. 

We hope your department will consider 
implementing these suggestions. 
Thank you for your time and 
consideration, and we look forward to 
hearing from you regarding these 
issues. 

Sincerely, 
Graduate Student Caucus 
Sara Humphreys 
President 2003-2004 

The above letter was a collaborative 
effort - thank you to everyone. At the 
time of this column's submission, the 
letter was under review by members. 
Once approved, the letter will be sent 
using newly designed GSC letterhead. 

If you would like a .sample of the 
letterhead, please contact me. 

The letter on hiring practices is an 
ongoing initiative and is only the first 
step in addressing this issue. If you 
have any ideas on how we can follow 
up on this initiative, then please post 
all suggestions on the listserve or 
contact me directly. Hiring practices is 
only one concern among many that 
effect graduate students. 

Many of you have strongly suggested 
we investigate SSHRCC funding 
procedures, specifically the new CGS 
(Canada Graduate Scholarships). 
Perhaps questioning the efficacy of 
CGS funding is a little like looking a gift 
horse in the mouth, but the 
implementation of the CGS seems 
hasty and - well - odd. What was the 
funding formula that produced the 
sum of 35 000 dollars each year for 4 
years? Why is the CGS almost double 
the yearly amount of the "regular" 
award amount for doctoral students? 
Why is the MA CGS only 17 000 per 
year and the doctoral student award 
so much more? 

In order to answer the myriad of 
questions that surround the CGS, and, 
by extension, SSHRCC funding policies 
in general, I believe a committee 
needs to be formed. This inquiry will 
require a significant amount of 
research and is far too much for one 
person to handle. What do you think? 
o 



CACE Report 
Evelyn Cobley, Chair of CACE 

CACE (the Canadian Association of Chairs of English) will hold its annual meeting in 
Winnipeg on May 28th , the day before the Congress officially opens. The topics the 
Executive Committee has established for discussion at this year's meeting include: 

* "Curricular Reform: Methods and Results," an issue with a long history that needs to 
be revisited at a time when rapid transformations are taking place in our discipline. 

* "Teaching First-Year English," a perennial problem for Departments of English that is 
taking on new urgency in the face offiscal restraints and corporate models. 

* "Integration and Retention of New Faculty," a most pressing issue for English 
Departments which are losing large proportions of faculty to retirement. 

* "Professionalization of Graduate Students," always a crucial concern that is becoming 
increasingly important as we are in the process of replacing retiring faculty with a new 
generation of scholars. () 

The New Culture 

(Continued from page 7) 

colleagues. Low earnings and a lack of health benefits are handicaps likely to interfere 
with their work. Dedicated and motivated though many of these faculty may be, and most 
do report high levels of commitment and overall satisfaction, many are understandably 
dissatisfied with their compensation and opportunities to keep up with their fields 
(Benjamin 1998b). And, as I argue below, all this has a demonstrable effect on their 
involvement in student learning. [ ... J 

Contingent instructional staff, especially part-time appointees, also lack the professional 
evaluation, compensation, support and, often, collegial involvement of the full-time, 
tenure-track faculty. The latter are appointed based on a highly competitive national 
search and teaching demonstrations as well as scholarly records, recommendations, and 
peer evaluation. The former are often selected by an over-burdened chair from a local list 
at the last moment and subject to a perfunctory review of their vita and, perhaps, student 
evaluations. Full-time, tenure track faculty receive recurrent evaluation and substantial 
support: logistical, professional, and collegial. Contingent faculty are fortunate to share an 
office space or computer access and are unlikely to be eligible for professional 
development grants, research support, or even participation in collegial meetings either to 
benefit from peer evaluation or to share information about student learning and adapt 
curricula to student needs. [ ... J 

Involvement in Student Learning 

[ ... J The lack of part-time faculty time devoted to out-of-class instructional activities is, of 
cour-se, consistent with the widespread practice of paying by the class hour rather than, as 
less commonly occurs, the fraction of overall faculty responsibilities. The recently 

(Continued on page 10) 



President.s Column 
(Continued from page 1) 

of this initiative to the AGM at 
Congress. 

What took up most of our time, 
'though, was the pressing issue of 
the proposed transformation of 
SSHRC "from granting council to 
knowledge council, " as one of the 
SSHRC documents in wide 
circulation describes this planned 
change. CFHSS President Doug 
Owram notes in the Registration 
Guide for this year's Congress that . 
on June 2 - the day after ACCUTE 
closes 9ur meetings - the first 
"Research Community Day" at 
Congress will include a workshop 
on S S HR C 
transformation; and 
ACCUTE, like all 
m e m b e r 
associations, has 
been urged to 
provide its views on 
the proposed 
reshaping of SSHRC 
by responding to a 
survey which will 
likely be in your hands, or at least 
on . our website, before this 
Newsletter gets to you. You will 
find on our website an invitation 
to do just that: to respond either 
to the survey, or to your reading of 
the various documents in 
circulation, or both. The ways in 
which SSHRC funds research, and 
how these practices . might 
change - and, indeed, the ways 
in which SSHRC understands 
research, and how that 
understanding might be 
changing - are vital issues for 
ACCUTE members. We need to 
think about these proposed 
changes carefully, discuss them 
thoroughly, and respond to them. 
Some perceive a social science 
paradigm to underwrite this 
transformation; some perceive a 

stronger emphasis on 
conceptions of applied research 
to be at issue. Others see in 
this initiative a potential threat 
to traditional understandings of 
scholarship in the Humanities. 
We will need to hear from as 
many members as possible on 
this subject, both before, 
during, and after Congress. The 
time for consultation, 
unfortunately, is very short, and 
it will have become shorter still 
by the time this column is in 
your hands.- Nevertheless I 
urge you to contact us, and to 
bring your views to our AGM. 
Incoming President Keith 

Wilson, who ' has also 
recently been elected 
to the CFHSS Board, 
will be representing 
ACCUTE at a meeting 
devoted to this subject 
to be held in Ottawa on 
March 27, and I expect 
that Keith will be able 
to bring us further 
news of developments 

on this front when we meet in 
Winnipeg. Meanwhile, please 
do read the material we've 
posted on the website, and 
send us your views. This is 
important. 

Back to the conference. It does 
look exciting, and I admit that I 
feel crosscurrents of 
anticipation, anxiety, incipient 
filaments of relief, and also of 
sadness as I realize that the 
conference also means 
impossible! - the end , of 
ACCUTE's time in Winnipeg. 
This cannot be, and it is. Come 
to Winnipeg, the centre that 
understands that centres 
cannot, should not hold, in the 
heart of a country. Don't wait. 
Make plans now. See you soon. 
() 

International Anthony Burgess 
Foundation Announcement 

Announcing the creation this spring of the International Anthony 
Burgess Foundation: an independent, non-profit organisation for 
the purpose of sustaining and contributing to public and scholarly 
interest in the life and works of Anthony Burgess. The Founda
tion, based in a large Victorian house in Burgess's home city of 
Manchester, England, has an extensive collection of books and 
manuscript material, as well as furniture, musical instruments 
and scores that belonged to the writer. This collection will be 
open to the public and the library accessible for scholarly re
search. 

The Foundation will arrange and promote conferences, semi
nars, festivals, teaching and research events, including a regular 
Intemational Anthony Burgess Symposium, to facilitate the dis
cussion and exchange of ideas on all aspects of Burgess's work 
as a writer, musician, linguist and journalist. The inaugural Sym
posium is scheduled to take place in England during the summer 
of 2005. In addition, the Foundation will organise an ongoing 
Anthony Burgess Summer School and will provide scholarships 
for graduate students engaged in research on any aspect of 
Burgess's work. It will also publish an electronic newsletter, "The 
End of the World News: for its members. For more information, 
contact the Intemational Anthony Burgess Foundation by phone 
at 44 (0)1614341748 or by mail at 10 Tatton Grove, Withington, 
Manchester, United Kingdom, M20 4BP, or visit the website at 
www.anthonyburgess.org. 

Panels on: 
1. Education, SSHRC's 
Transfonnatlon and the Humanities 
2. Uteracy Skllls and Critical 
Thlnklng 
3. Increased enrolment.and 
academic hiring 
4. National and International Ph.Ds 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION SEE PAGE 
4 OFTHIS NEWSLETTER. 

Send your 
submission to 
Anne Quema at 
aquema@acadiau.ca 

Did vou 
know ... . 

that the Professional 
Concerns Panels are some 
of the most popular events 
at the 
ACCUTE 
Conference? 

You still have time to 
submit - but don't wait 
too long! 

~l!1Q 
The Association of Canadian College 
and University Teachers of English 

9 



African 
Studies 

Field 
School in 

Ghana 

May 14-
June 24, 

2004 

Mount Royal College, Calgary, Alberta, in 
collaboration with the University of Calgary, is 
organizing a six-week cultural field school to 
Ghana in the spring semester of 2004. The school 
is open to post-secondary students from Canada 
and abroad. The Credit Travel Study program will 
offer participants a cross-cultural experience. The 
program includes two travel excursions as well as 
extended stays in the Ashanti and Volta Regions. 
The first excursion will be to Northern Ghana, 
where participants will visit local villages, historic 
colonial centres, Mole National Park, and other 
sites of national and/or historic interest. A second 
excursion will be to the coast to visit historic 
castles, museums, cultural centres, and the 
Kakum National Rainforest. The extended stays 
will allow participants an opportunity to undertake 
research projects on topics of their choice. 
PartiCipants will stay in local communities that 
provide an intensive cross-cultural ethnographic 
experience. Courses that will be offered on the trip 
are Field Studies in Africa (AFST 400 - full 
course); Political History of Ghana (POll 597.34 -
half course); Women in African Literature (ENGL 
387.34/ENGL 3329.001 - half course). The 
estimated cost of the program (per participant) is 
$7,178.00 (Cdn). The cost includes airfare, 
accommodation, tuition fees, meals, etc. For more 
information about the program, please contact: 

Dr. Yaw Asante at yasante@mtroyal 
or 

Dr. Wisdom Tetteh at ucalgary.ca 

The New Culture Continued .... 

(Continued from page 8) 

accelerating increase in the employment of full-time, non-tenure-track 
faculty represents an effort to ameliorate this problem, while still 
minimizing costs and long-term obligations. Comparing those full-time 
faculty who report that teaching is their primary obligation, non-tenure
track faculty do tend to report devoting similar percentages of time to 
teaching as do full-time, tenure-track faculty. However, they report 5 to 10 
percent less time working for the institution overall and so their similar 
percentage of instructional time actually involves somewhat less absolute 
time devoted to student learning-contrary to the assumption that non
tenure-track faculty are more student-oriented (Benjamin 1998a). 

This marginal time deficiency is probably less significant, however, than 
other costs more difficult to measure. As with part-time faculty, non
tenure-track faculty are generally subject to less thorough selection and 
evaluation, are less likely to have advanced degrees, and are less 
involved in current scholarship (Benjamin 1998a). They represent a lost 
opportunity to appoint a more able faculty member even at institutions 
that routinely deny tenure to better-qualified probationary faculty. 
Perhaps even more important, faculty collegiality is fractured in 
institutions where non-tenure-track faculty constitute a "second tier" and 
"first-tier" faculty occupy better compensated tenure-track positions with 
greater professional opportunities. A faculty in which some have 
opportunities to participate in academic governance and reliable 
protection of academic freedom-or at least the prospect of achieving 
these after a reasonable period of probation-and others do not is unlikely 
to cooperate effectively in curricular development or even in sharing 
instructional experience. Faculty involvement in learning includes 
involvement with colleagues as well as students, and this involvement is 
damaged by the spread of a two-tier system. 

Staffing to Enhance Faculty Involvement in Undergraduate Learning 

The data and analysis presented here are not sufficient to prove 
definitively that the increased reliance on contingent appointments is 
substantially damaging undergraduate learning. But, I think they are 
sufficient to shift the burden of proof to those who have accepted the 
expanding reliance on contingent faculty based on anecdotal 
observations about the teaching commitment of contingent faculty or 
derisive and unsupported commE)nts about the teaching commitment of 
tenure-track faculty. 

Full-time, tenure-track faculty are, in fact, not only demonstrably better 
qualified but also devote proportionally more time to their students than 
do contingent faculty. Of course, this is not really news. For, as Astin 
(1993) has observed, it is the institutional devaluation of teaching, not 
the faculty orientation to research, that impairs student learning. We 
would not devote the time and resources we do to selecting tenure-track 
faculty, even in predominantly teact'ling institutions, if we did not b~lieve it 
made a difference. Nor could we continue to argue that graduate 
assistants should serve as teaching assistants as part of their own 
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education, if we truly believed they were already 
fully prepared. Hence, I offer three concluding 
suggestions. 

First, we do, of course, need more systematic and 
thorough research on the effects of faculty staffing 
patterns on student learning than I have offered 
here. I hope only to have shown that there is 
already significant evidence available and that it 
does point to a serious problem. 

Second, accrediting bodies need to acknowledge 
that faculty qualifications and the procedures for 
faculty selection, appOintment, and support do 
affect "involvement in learning" and, thereby, 
student outcomes. Since we lack adequate 
outcomes measures applicable to specific courses 
or even to systematically compare institutions, this 
general effect of faculty "inputs" and procedures on 
student outcomes should at least create a 
presumptive standard. That is, those institutions 
that rely substantially on contingent staff should be 
expected to show that their procedures for faculty 
selection, appOintment, evaluation, and re
appointment are consistent with assuring the 
extent of faculty involvement in learning with 
students and colleagues out of class. Further, they 
should be expected to provide opportunities for 
faculty to participate in academic governance and 
reliable protection of academic freedom. 

Finally, even in these economically difficult times, 
we need to acknowledge that excessive 
dependence on contingent appointments ' is 
detrimental to undergraduate learning-especially 
for the majority of students unable to attend the 
few selective institutions that still staff their core 
programs with full-time, fully-supported faculty. 
Those among us-whether policy-makers, faculty, 
administrators, or educational researchers-who 
have urged that tenure-track faculty devote more 
attention to undergraduate learning need to 
recognize that this requires that there are, in fact, 
tenure-track faculty assigned and committed to 
core undergraduate instruction. We need to begin 
promptly to make the resource commitments or 
reallocations necessary to assure that all 
undergraduate students benefit from involvement 
with full-time, fully qualified , fully supported, and 
fully committed faculty. () 

~I"---------------------------------------------------:~ ~ ~ 

Revisiting Nicole Brossard: 

Quebecois Feminist Subjectivity in 
the 21st Century 

In her metafictive autobiographical essay, "She Would Be the First 
Sentence of My Next Novel," Nicole Brossard establishes the temporal 
parameters of the "ecriture au f eminin" movement in Quebec as 1975-
1982. As Peggy Kelly notes, Brossard added the "au" to the French 
term /'ecriture jeminine with the effect of stressing agency in "a 
conscious assertion of feminine subjectivity." Correspondingly, in her 
work from this period, Brossard emphasizes the necessity of 
simultaneously inserting Woman into the symbolic order and women 
into urban space. It is no accident that Brossard dates the end of the 
movement in the year that saw the publication of her book Picture 
Theory, which Alice Parker has called "a tour de force that could have 
no sequel." Despite the apparent demise of the movement, the work of 
Brossard's ecriture au feminin period continues to provoke compelling 
critical debate. Submissions on the following questions are invited for 
a special feature in the online journal How2: http: //www.departments. 
bucknell.edulstadler _ center/how2 

Does the ontological project of inserting Woman into the symbolic 
order succeed or fail? Does the universalism of the construct "Woman" 
result in insensitivity to differences of race and class, and if so, can it 
be redeemed? Does subversion of literary conventions constitute 
efficacious feminist praxis? Why have Brossard's later prose works 
become more representational? What new and produCtive 
constellations can be discerned in her work among concepts such as: 
space, city, utopia, subjectivity, discourse, lesbian desire, 
representation and innovation? And, finally, does the contemporary 
generation of Quebecois women writers extend, ignore, or fail to 
understand this earlier literary movement? These guidelines offer 
suggestions only; contributors should feel welcome to submit 
groundbreaking work on Brossard that explores alternative questions. 

Submissions of 2500-5000 words should be sent electronically as 
Microsoft Word documents to the feature's co-editors by April 15, 
2004: Dr. Jodi Lundgren (jlundgren@cariboo.bc.ca) and Dr. Kelly
Anne Maddox (kmaddox@cariboo.bc.ca). 

Papers will be written in English, with quotations translated into 
English. Citations from the original French text in endnotes are 
preferred. When possible, the official translations should be used. 
Double space submissions in Times New Roman 12 point font. Include 
surname and page number in the top right hand comer of each page. 
Parenthetical citations and Works Cited should follow the MLA 
format. Please provide name, institutional affiliation and a brief 
biographical note on a separate sheet. 



Conference Highlights 
May29, 2004 

• 8:00 a.m.: Registration 

• 10:00 a.m.: Joint CACLALS/ ACCUTE Plenary Session: Lynn Mario T. Menezes de Souza 

• 7:00 p.m.: Special ACCUTE Event: Out of Order 

May30, 2004 

• 1Q:30 a.m.: ACCUTE Plenary Session: James Kincaid 

• 1:00 p.m.: Joint ACQL/ ACCUTE Reading Session 

• 5:00 p.m.: President's Reception for ACCUTE members 

• 7:30 p.m.: Joint ACCUTE/ACQL Special Reading Event: A Carol Shields Evening 

May31, 2004 

• 3:30 p.m.: ACCUTE Plenary Session: Bill New 

• Evening: ESC Bash at Basil's in Osborne Village 

June 1, 2004 

• 1:00 p.m.: Joint ACQL/ ACCUTE Reading Session 

• 3:30 p.m.: ACCUTE AGM 

• 5:30 p.m.: ACCUTE Reception 

What's on your mind? 
Have a conversation with colleagues from across 
Canada about the issues important to you. 

Join the ACCUTE Online Discussion 

Group 

To join email 
accute@uwinnipeg.ca today 

The Association of Canadian College and 
University Teachers of English 



2004 ACCUTE Draft Conference Program 
May 29, May 30, May 31, & June 1, 2004 

University of Manitoba 

May 29,2004 

8:00 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. 
Registration 
ACCUTE Table, Registration Area 

10:00 a.m. -11:15 a.m. 

Room: Robson Hall, Room 200B 
JOINT ACCUTE/CACLALS Plenary Session 
Introduction: Diana Brydon (Western Ontario) 
Closing remarks: Neil Besner (Winnipeg) 

J Lynn Mario T. Menezes de Souza (Universidade de Sao Paulo), "Indigenous Writing in Brazil: Perspec
tivism and Postoccidentalism" 

Room: 375 University College 
Graduate Student Caucus 

12:00 p.m. - 1 :45 p.m. 

Room: 376 University College 
Professional Concerns Committee 

Room: Private Dining Room, University College . 
ACCUTE Campus Reps' Lunch 

2:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 

Room: Private Dining Room, University College 
ESC Editorial Board Meeting 

Room: 375 University College 
Sessional Caucus Meeting 



Room: 235 University College 
Carol Shields . 
Chair: TBA 

Glen Nichols (Moncton), "Performing Identities in Carol Shields's Stage Plays" 
Gillian Roberts (Leeds), "'Make That Three Countries': 'North American' Identity in Larry's Party" 
Nora Stovel (Alberta), "'Because she's a Woman': Myth and Metafiction in Carol Shields's Most Feminist 
Novel, Unless" 

Room: 236 University College 
Epistolary Confluences 
Chair: Douglas Ivison (Lakehead) 

Kathleen Venema (Winnipeg), "Epistolary Confluence: Negotiating Domestic Ideology and Female Iden
tity in Letters from the Canadian Northwest" 
Louise Nichols (Moncton), "A Woman in the Captain's Cabin: Building a Life from Correspondence at 
Sea" 

Room: 384 University College 
Hardboiled Screwballs 
Chair: TBA 

Mervyn Nicholson (Cariboo), "Hard-Boiled Screwball" 
. Nancy Johnston (New Brunswick), "Retrospective Deductions: Raymond Chandler, Jonathan Lethem, and 

hard-boiled detection" 

Room: 385 University College 
Travel Narratives 
Chair: Nima Naghibi (Winnipeg) 

Rob Winger (Carleton), "The 'Real' Thailand: Quests for Authenticity in Contemporary Travel Litera
tures" 
Rahul Sapra (Queen's), "The Favourable Representations of the Mughals in English Travel Narratives" 
David Stymeist (Alberta), "Anthropological Misreadings: South-East Asian Penile Enhancements in Early 
Modern Travel Narratives" 

Room: 241 University College 
Joint VSAO/ACCUTE Session 
Victorian Crossings 
Chair: David Latham (York) 

Robert Bell (McMaster), "Dramatic Penalties: Audience Responses to Reade's It's Never Too Late to 
Mend" 
. D.M.R. Bentley (Western Ontario), "Anna Jameson on the Thames, Upper Canada" 
Claire Senior (Western Ontario), "Crossing 'The Unknown Sea': The Angel of Death in Dombey and 
Son" 



Room: 386 University College 
Interiors 1: "Safe" Spaces and Interiorized Violence 
Chair: Peter Schwenger (Mount St. Vincent) 

Vivian Zenari (Alberta), "Panic Room(s): Menacing Interiors in Henry James's The Bostonians" 
Gary Boire (Wilfred Laurier), "Inside Diasporic America: 'Interiors' in Tom Fontana's OZ" 
David Jarraway (Ottawa), "Future Interior: Subjective (A)voidance in Updike's 'Rabbit' Novels" 

Room: 385 University College 
Ondaatje 

3 :30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. 

Chair: Robert Budde (Northern British Columbia) 

Vikki Visvis (Toronto), "Shedding Skins: Michael Ondaatje's Developing Disillusionment with the 
'Talking Cure'" 
Jodi Lundgren (Cariboo), "'Colour Disrobed Itself from the Body': Marcusean Emancipation Meets the 
VertIcal Mosaic in Michael Ondaatje's In the Skin of a Lion" 
Romi Mikulinsky (Toronto), "Inexpressible Intimacy - Michael Ondaatje's Use of Photography in Run
ning in the Family" 

Room: 236 University College 
Modernist Psychic Landscapes 
Chair: Evelyn Cobley (Victoria) 

Stephen Ross (Victoria), "The Spectral in Conrad and Woolf' 
George Johnson (Cariboo), "Apparition of a Genre: the Psychical Case Study in the Modem British Short 
Story" 
Wai Ying Lee (Toronto), "The Fiction of Female Development: Abjection in Jean Rhys's Voyage in the 
Dar/C' 

Room: 384 University College 
Augusta Webster, Material Theory and the Archive 
Chair: Jo-Ann Wallace (Alberta) 

Patricia Rigg (Acadia), '''The Rescue from the Brissons Rocks': The Painted Sea in the Work of Augusta 
Webster" 
Carmen Ellison (Alberta), "Reproduction and Representation in Augusta Webster's Mother and Daughter 
Sonnets" 
Michael O'Driscoll (Alberta), "Thingl & Thing2: Material Theory and the Archive" 



.J.oom: 241 Umversity College 
I Shakespeare 

Chair: Wes Folkerth (McGill) 

Suzan Last (Victoria), "'We Three': Feste, the Text, and the Postmodem Critic; or, Deconstructing 
Twelfth Night's Deconstructing Fool" 
Reina Green (Atlantic Baptist), "Poisoned Ears in Hamlet and Its Audience" 
Gefen Bar-On (McGill), "'Judge what cause had Titus to revenge': challenging moral relativism in con
temporary responses to Shakespeare's Titus Andronicus" 

Room: 235 University College 
Joint NA VSA/ ACCUTE Session 
Victorian Novelties 
Chair: Jason Camlot (Concordia) 

Christopher Keep (Western Ontario), "These Delightful Records:" Indexicality and Identity in The Im
portance of Being Earnesf' 
Sean C. Grass (Texas Tech), "Making Progress: Forward Motion, Stultification, and Narrative Innovation 

. in Bleak House" 
Lynn Alexander (Tennessee at Martin),"The New Man: Craik's John Halifax, Gentleman" 
Miranda Campbell (Concordia), "'Awfully Commercial, Women Nowadays' : Consuming the New 
Woman in Oscar Wilde's Lady Windermere's Fan" 

Room: 395 University College 
Roundtable: Personal Implication, Professional Responsibility, and the Contemporary Humanities Scholar 
Chair: Josh Nodelman (Alberta) 

Particpants: Huw Osborne (Alberta), Maximiliaan van Woudenberg (Alberta), and Robert Merrett 
(Alberta) 

Room: 386 University College 
Professional Concerns Panel: Education, SSHRC's Transformation and the Humanities 
Chair: TBA 

Presenters: TBA 

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Room: Exhibition Gallery in the Architecture II Building behind the School of Music 
Special ACCUTE Event: Out of Order 

Out of Order is showing of arts-based work by University of Winnipeg English students in courses with 
Deborah Schnitzer. Works will include inter-arts and multi-media installations and performances. Some of 
the principles that guide this work are: imagining deep relationships with one another and with the texts; 
imagining complexity as a scholarly goal; imagining and believing in creative processes and trusting the 
parts of these processes that are unexpected and/or mysterious; creating the willingness to take risks, to step 
out into the unknown. The Gallery will be open from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm Thursday, May 29th, 2004 at the 
Exhibition Gallery in the Architecture II Building behind the School of Music. 



May 30,2004 
9:00 a.m. -10:15 a.m. 

Room: 235 University College 
Storytelling, Tricksters and Politicizing Home 
Chair: Warren Cariou (Manitoba) 

Kristina Fagan (Saskatchewan), "Violence and Cree Storytelling: Tomson Highway's Kiss of the Fur 
Queen" 
Mark Libin (Manitoba), "The Spatialized Trickster in Daniel David Moses's Coyote City" 
Paul DePasquale (Winnipeg), "Home and Native Land (Claims): Politicizing Home in Canadian Aborigi
nal Picture Books For Children" 
Rob Appleford (Alberta), "Caliban's Children: The Challenges of Perversity in AboriginallFirst Nations 
Literary Studies" 

Room: 236 University College 
Canadian Women's Writing: Generations and Genres 
Chair: Barbara Pell (Trinity Western) 

Laura Davis (Alberta), "The Essays of Margaret Laurence's Heart of a Stranger in the Context of Their 
Magazine Publications" 
Neta Gordon (Brock), "Barbara Gowdy's The White Bone, Postmodern Allegory, and the Sacred Witness" 
Lia Marie Talia (Ottawa), "Constructing a New Nation During English-Canadian Drama's Decisive Dec
ade, 1967-1977: Aviva Ravel's Domestic Dramas" 

Room: 384 University College 
Streetprint, Netiquette and the Computer-Enhanced Classroom 
Chair: Steven Bruhm (Mount Saint Vincent) 

Gary Kelly (Alberta), "Streetprint: Edmonton" 
Elizabeth Maurer (British Columbia), "Netiquette, Newbies and Complainers: Backgrounds to Language 
Prescriptivism Online" 
Kathryn J. Ready (Georgia Institute of Technology) and Ann-Barbara Graff (Nipissing), "Mad Scien
tists, Machines and Monsters: Science, Technology, and the Gothic in the Computer Enhanced Classroom" 

Room: 241 University College 
Reading and Thinking Comics 1 
Chair: Vivian Zenari (Alberta) 

Aaron Keeler (Western Ontario), "Aesthetics, Th~ Market, and History in Chester Brown's Louis Riel: A 
Cornie Strip Biography" 
Brad Jenkins (Victoria), "Golden Days: Ben Katchor and the Politics of Nostalgia" 
Sean Carney (McGill), "History in the Work of Alan Moore" 



Room: 386 University College 
The Body of Medicine and Literature 
Chair: Tanis MacDonald (Victoria) 

Andrea Stone (Toronto), '''To somehow erase them' : Instinct, Physiology and Internalized RaCism in 
Kerri Sakamoto's The Electrical Fie/ct' 
Susan C. McNeill (Alberta), "Socially Transgressive Femininity as the Etiology of 'Cancer' in Belinda" 

Room: 385 University College 
Biograp4Y/ Autobiography 
Chair: Gabriele Helms (British Columbia) 

Anthony Harding (Saskatchewan), "Biography, privacy, and writers' interior space, from Johnson to the 
Romantics" 
Craig Monk (Lethbridge), "The 'Double Edge' of Genet's Correspondence: Reading Janet Flanner's 
'Letter From Paris' as Expatriate Autobiography" 
J.E.D. LaCoste (Western Ontario), "Mark Twain's Autobiography and Editorial Responsibility" 

Room: 238 University College 
Communities: Classrooms, Challenges, and Street Kids 
Chair: Sara Humphreys (Waterloo) 

Vivienne Rundle (Calgary), "Teaching in a Time of Terror: Classroom Responses to 9111" 
Tracy Kulba (Alberta), "The 'Heritage Movement' and the Challenges of Community" 
Mavis Reimer (Winnipeg), "Operation Go Homeless: The Representation of Street Kids in Recent Cana
dian Children's Texts" 

1 0:30 a.m. - 11 :45 a.m. 

Room: Arts Bldg., Fletcher Argue, Room 200 
Plenary Session 
Chair: TBA 

,James Kincaid (Southern California), "Gothic Horror and Children's Bodies" 

12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Room: Private Dining Room, University College 
ACCUTE Executive Meeting 

Room: 395 University College 
Victorian Associations Network Meeting 



1 :00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Room: TBA 
Joint ACQLI ACCUTE Reading Session (English) 

Readers: Robert Kroetsch and Alissa York 

Room: 385 University College 
Modernist Rhetorics 
Chair: Michael O'Driscoll (Alberta) 

2:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 

David Lafferty (Ottawa), "Capturing the Lewisian Icon: 'Zoosemiosis' in Wyndham Lewis's The Apes of 
God" 
Deborah Hoffmann (McGill), "Sound Structures in the verse ofW. B. Yeats" 
Erin Whitmore (New Brunswick), "Resisting Surveillance: Stella's War Tactics in Elizabeth Bowen's The 
Heat of the Day" 

Room: 238 University College 
Interiors 2: Rooms and their Resonances 
Chair: Peter Schwenger (Mount St. Vincent) 

Jennifer Blair (McMaster), "Surface Interiorities: Representing the Convent" 
Glenn Willmott (Queen's), "Beckett's Mother's Room: 'I won't be domestic, I'll be domestic" 
Margaret Steffler (Trent), "The Interior Spaces of Childhood: Protection and Secrecy in Joy Kogawa's 
Obasan and The Rain Ascends" 

Room: 384 University College 
Myth of nature, nature of myth: uncompleted field notes on contemporary Canadian poetry 1: McKay, 
Zwicky, and Lilburn 
Chair: Deborah Bowen (Redeemer) 

Alanna Bondar (Algoma), "'Mapping their language on each tiny roof : Exploring the 'Geopsyche' in 
Don McKay's Another Gravity, Night Field, and BIRDING, or desire." 

. Jenny Kerber (York), '" Looking with care and desire seemed a political act': Environmental Concern in 
the Poetry of Tim Lilburn" 
Adam Dickinson (Alberta), "Metaphysical Ethics: the Poetry of Don McKay and Jan Zwicky" 



Room: 235 University College 
Emergency Measures: Political Crisis and and Postcolonial Identity 1 
Organizer: Mark Libin (Manitoba) 
Chair: TBA 

Guy Beauregard (National Tsing Hua), "The Postcolonial Moment: Taiwan, February 28, 1947" 
Rob Budde (Northern British Columbia), "Colonial States, Totalitarianism, and the Self: Luisa 
Valenzuela's He Who Searches and The Lizard's Tair' 
Heike Harting (Montreal), "The Quotidian of Violence and the Militarization of Communal Space and 
Identity in Sri Lankan Narratives of Ethnic Civil War" 
Cheryk Suzack (Alberta), "Crisis Poetics, Domestic Politics: Turf Wars and Literary Insurgency in 
Chrystos' Not Vanishing" 

Room: 241 University College 
Atwood and Gallant 
C,hair: Wendy Roy (British Columbia) 

Douglas Ivison (Lakehead), "Margaret Atwood, Science Fiction Writer" 
Lynn Cecil and Ben Cecil (Regina), "An Exploration of Place-Based Social Identity Using Memory in 
Margaret Atwood's The Blind Assassin and Margaret Laurence's The Stone Anger' 
Doris Wolf (Winnipeg), "Reading Gennan Women Back into Mavis Gallant's Gennan Stories: A Feminist 
Vergangenheitsbewiiltigung Approach to 'An Alien Flower' and '0 Lasting Peace'" 

Room: 236 University College 
The Colonial and the Postcolonial 
Chair: TBA 

Sarah Krotz (Western Ontario), "A Luminous Haze: Music and Postcolonial Identity in Kiss of the Fur 
Queen" 
Geraldine Balzer (Saskatchewan), "The Battle With Language: Locating Identity in the Poetry of Grace 
Nichols" 
Jessica Schagerl (Western Ontario), "'Binding Us to Our Sister Colony Across the Sea': E. Maud Gra
ham's A Canadian Girl in South A/rica, 1905" 

Room: 386 University College 
Professional Concerns Panel: Literacy Skills and Critical Thinking 
Chair: TBA 

Presenters: TBA 



3 :30 p.m. - 4: 45 p.m. 

Room: 236 University College 
Contemporary African-American Writing 
Chair: TBA 

Michelle Banks (Western Ontario), "Reading Beloved's Trauma Criticism" 
Jackie Buxton (McGill), "Paradise Lost or Paradise™? Toni Morrison's Historical Trilogy" 
Scott Bunyan (Sussex), "The Soul of Double-Consciousness: Exploring African American Cultural Tradi
tions in John Edgar Wideman's Reuben" 

Room: 385 University College 
Myth of nature, nature of myth: uncompleted field notes on contemporary Canadian poetry 2: Nature and its 
Discontents 
Chair: Deborah Bowen (Redeemer) 

Nicholas Bradley (Toronto), "'Green of the Earth and Civil Grey': Nature and the City in Dennis Lee's 
Civil Elegies" 
Jason Wiens (Calgary), "Natures of Development Landscapes in the Poetry of Jeff Derksen and Peter 
Culley" 

Room: 241 University College 
The Animal Story in English Canadian Literature 
Chairs: Janice Fiamengo (Ottawa) and Nicole Berard (Saskatchewan) . 

Brian Johnson (Alberta), "Attack of the Wolf-Men:lndigenization in the Lupine Fiction of Roberts, Seton, 
and Mowat" 
Afra Kavanagh (Cape Breton), "Contesting the AnimallHuman Divide: Marian Engel's Bear" 

Room: 384 University College 
Early Feminisms 
Chair: Cheryl Suzack (Alberta) 

Lisa Butler (Wilfrid Laurier), "Masculine Authorial Constructions and the 'Pale Form' of Female Author
ship: The Case of Mary Wollstonecraft" 
Krista Lysack (Western Ontario), "The Suffragette and the Dress Problem: Tactics of Consumption in the 
W.S.P.u.'s Votes for Women" 

Room: 238 University College 
Law, Literature and Culture 
Chair: Andrew O'Malley (Winnipeg) 

Anne Quema (Acadia), "Family Discourses in English Family Law and Contemporary British Gothic Fic-
tion" 
George C. Grinnell (McMaster), "Skeletal Outlines: Symptomatic Reading and Romantic Hypochondria" 
James Allard (Brock), "Bodies and Spaces in Joanna Baillie's Operating Theatre" 



Room: 235 University College 
Joint NA VSA/ ACCUTE Session 
Disinterestedness 
Chair: Jason Camlot (Concordia) 

Tabitha Sparks (McGill),"The 'Exemplary Individual' vs. the Social Mass: A Pragmatic Study of the So
cial Problem Novel" 
Mary Elizabeth Leighton (Victoria), "Professing Disinterestedness: Popular Literary Critics and the Late
Victorian Academic Marketplace" 
Rob Breton (British Columbia), "Working-Class Disinterestedness and the Interests of the Nonworking 
Class" 
Wai-Ying Lee (Toronto), '''But you must think of me as a saint': Feminine Disinterestedness in 'Female 
Ministry' and George Eliot's Adam Bede" 

Room: Buller Building, Room 527 
Joint COCHIACCUTE Session 
Playing With Text Analysis 
Chair: Geoffrey Rockwell (McMaster) 

Ray Siemens (Malaspina), "Playing 'Shame': One Technique for Introducing Text Analysis to the Literary 
Studies Classroom" 
David McNeil (Dalhousie), "EndNote and HIP (Hockey in Print): Establishing and Maintaining an Interac
tive, Annotated Online Bibliography" 
Stan Ruecker, Eric Homich, Steran Sinclair (Alberta), "Watching the Script of Synge's Playboy a/the 
Western World" 

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Room: Beausejour Room, 204 University College 
President's Reception for ACCUTE 

7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 

Room: 240 University College 
Joint ACCUTE/ACQL Special Reading Event: A Carol Shields Evening 

Host: Ian Ross 
Readers: Dave Williamson, Catherine Hunter, Warren Cariou, Alissa York, Miriam Toews, and David 
Amason. 

ACCUTE and ACQL thank the event sponsors who make this event possible: 

Prairie Fire Magazine, Red River College, The University of Winnipeg, 
The ~niversity of Manitoba, Turnstone Press, & 

McNally Robinson Booksellers 



May 31,2004 
9:00 a.m. -10:15 a.m. 

Room: 284 University College 
Emergency Measures: Political Crisis and and Postcolonial Identity 2 
Chair: Mark Libin (Manitoba) 

Tyler Tokaryk (Red Deer), "Emergency as Carnivalesque: Economic Discourse and Violence in Mistry's 
A Fine Balance" 
Taiwo Adetunji Osinubi (British Columbia), "What Does Literature in Tragedy's Faultlines?" 
Anna Guttman (Leeds), "At Home In India: The Politics of Emergency in Nayantara Sahgal's Rich Like 
Us" 

Room: 238 University College 
Bronte and Victorian Women's Writing 
Chair: Mavis Reimer (Winnipeg) 

Anna Lepine (Ottawa), "The Virgin Solitudes: Setting the Pantheress Loose in Bronte's Shirley" 
Sandra Hagan (Malaspina), "A 'Point' of 'Vital Import': the Case for Objectification in Charlotte 
Bronte's Villette" 
Karen Dieleman (McMaster), "Biblical Language in Aurora Leigh: Going Beyond the Model" 

Room: 241 University College 
Nineteenth-Century Canadian Writing I 
Chair: Kathleen Venema (Winnipeg) 

Janice Fiamengo (Ottawa), "Pauline Johnson's Rhetoric of Reconciliation" 
Jonathan Meakin (Alberta), '''Comfort of the Fields': Antimodem Dissent in Archibald Lampman's 
Therapeutic Landscapes" 
Gregory Betts (York), "Beneath the Form: Locating Modernism in Bertram Brooker's Think a/the Earth" 

Room: 386 University College 
Allegory and Abjection 
Chair: TBA 

Leanne Groeneveld (Carleton), "Cruel Allegory: Benjamin and the Melancholy Subject, Artaud and the 
Schizophrenic Obj ect" 
Antje M. Rauwerda (Saint Mary's), "Ania Walwicz and the Abjection of Migrancy" 



Room: 236 University College 
Dickens and the Nineteenth-Century British Novel 
Chair: TBA 

Goldie Morgentaler (Lethbridge), "Dissection and the Beautiful Corpse: A Mid-Victorian Debate" 
Charlene Peters (Manitoba), "'Child-Magnet': Esther's Narrative Surveillance of Children in Bleak 
House" 
Christine Bolus-Reichert (Toronto), "Aesthetic Distance in William Morris's Late Romances" 

Room: 235 University College 
Joint IGAIACCUTE Session 
Gothic and the Long Fin de Siecle 
Chair: Jodey Castricano (Wilfrid Laurier) 

Karen MacFarlane (Mount Saint Vincent), '''The Wand of Science': Knowledge and the Unknowable in 
Turn of the Century Imperial Gothic" 
Jason Camlot (Concordia),"The Phonograph and Gothic Nostalgia in Trilby" 
Michael Ackerman (Wilfrid Laurier), "Speculation and Identity in Stevenson's The Strange Case of Dr 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" 
Thomas Vogel (Minnesota), "The Two Sublimes in The City of Dreadful Nighf' 

Room: 385 University College 
Professional Concerns Panel: Increased Enrolment and Academic Hiring 
Chair: TBA 

Presenters: TBA 

10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

Room: 238 University College 
Creole Subjectivity, Prairie Blackness and Whylah Falls 
Chair: TBA 

j Sara Salih (Toronto), "'Identity in the field of empire': Creole subjectivity in Wonderful Adventures of 
Mrs Seacole in Many Lands (1857)" 
Karina Vernon (Victoria), "Writing a Home for Prairie Blackness: Addena Sumter-Freitag's Stay Black 
and Die and Cheryl Foggo's Pourin' Down Rain" 
John Baxter (Dalhousie), "Some Landmarks in Whylah Falls" 

Room: 235 University College 
Joint VSAWC/ACCUTE Session 
Meeting of Minds: Victorian .collaborations, Partnerships, Associations 
Chair: Arlene Young (Manitoba) 



Chris Mead (Manitoba), "'The Seal of Our Profession': Medicine, Criminality, and History in R.L. Stev
enson's 'The Body-Snatcher' and Jekyll and Hyde" 
E. David Gregory (Athabasca), "Deloney Redux: The Percy Society and the Rediscovery of Thomas De
loney" 
Corinne Bieman Davies (Huron) and Marjorie Stone (Dalhousie), '''Singing song for song': The 
Brownings 'in the poetic relation'" 

Room: 236 University College 
Food and Sexy Texts 
Chair: TBA 

Glenn Deer (British Columbia), "Eating and Reading Vancouver Wild: Food, Discourse, and Local Iden
tities in Timothy Taylor's Stanley Par~' 
Gabriele Helms (British Columbia), "Recipes as Narrative Strategy in Contemporary Canadian Writing" 
Helene Staveley (Memorial), "Orgasm and the Reading Subject: Nicole Brossard, 
Jeanette Winterson and Sexy Texts" 

Room: 386 University College 
Changes and Choices: Intertextuality and L.M. Montgomery 
Chair: Benjamin Lefebvre (McMaster) 

E. Holly Pike (Memorial), "Context and Intertext: The Experience of Reading L.M. Montgomery's Short 
Fiction" 
Laura M. Robinson (Nipissing), "After the Sexologists: L.M. Montgomery's Jane of 
Lantern Hilr' 

Room: 241 University College 
Canadian Women's Writing: Munro, Roy, and Lai 
Chair: TBA 

Sara Jamieson (Alberta), "The Fiction of Agelessness: Work, Leisure, and Aging Bodies in Alice 
Munro's 'Pictures of the Ice'" 
Josh Nodelman (Alberta), "Post-War Highway Travel Narrative and The Road Past Altamont" 
L. Chris Fox (Victoria), "Challenging the generic in Larissa Lai's When Fox Is a Thousand" 

Room: 385 University College 
Orality, Literacy, and Poetry 
Chair: Jo-Ann Episkenew (First Nations) 

Suzanne Rintoul (McMaster), "Greek Dimensions of Orality, Literacy and Textual Parentage in Thomas 
King' s Truth and Bright Water" 
Jane Thompson Brodbeck (Lutheran University of Brasil), "Experiencing the New Indianness in a Non

Culture" 



Room: 384 University College 
Joint NASSR! ACCUTE Session 
Symptoms of Romanticism 
Chair: Jan Plug (Western Ontario) 

Joel Faflak (Wilfrid Laurier), "The Symptom of a Case" 
Dino Felluga (purdue), "Making Every Body Nervous: Quacks, Hacks, and England's Tropic Body" 
Stephen Ahern (Acadia), "Diagnosing Romanticism: Cultural Dis-ease and the Body of Sensibility" 

12:00 p.m. - 1 :45 p.m. 

Room: Private Dining Room, University College 
ACCUTE Executive Meeting 

2:00 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 

Room: 235 University College 
The Maritimes, Identity and Nationality 
Chair: TEA 

Batia Boe Stolar (Memorial), "Coming Home: the Politics of Reading Newfoundland Identity as Diasporic in 
Bernice Morgan's Waitingfor Time" 
Kara Kilfoil (Calgary), "A Faceless Region: Coal Mining in the Regional Literature of Sheldon Currie, Peter 
Oliva and Roberta Rees" 
Cecily Devereux (Alberta), "Who Owns Anne of Green Gables? The Continuing Story" 
Gabrielle Zezulka-Mailloux (Alberta), "Paradoxical Places: Identity and Nationality in National Parks' Publi
cations" 

Room: 385 University College 
Early Modern Negotiations 
Chair: TEA 

j 
Brandon Christopher (Queen's),"'How was this sealed?': Hamlet and Early Modern Bureaucracy" 
Mathew Martin (Brock), "Body and Voice in Marlowe's Edward II: The Actaeon-Diana Paradigm" 
Virginia Strain (Trinity College), "Casuistic argument in John Donne's 'Satire II': hairsplitting personal 
rights and social obligation" 

Room: 238 University College 
Identities in Nineteenth-Century AmericanLiterature 
Chair: TBA 

Lynn Szabo (Trinity Western), "Landscapes of the Absent: The 'Quiet' Rebellion of Emily Dickinson" 
Pik KiLuk (Calgary), "Buddhism and Ralph Waldo Emerson: Construction of Manhood" 
Sandra Tome (British Columbia), "James Fenimore Cooper, The Deerslayer, and the Skin Trade" 



Room: 384 University College 
Reading and Thinking Comics 2 
Panel Organizer: Vivian Zenari (Alberta) 
Chair: Susan McNeill (Alberta) 

Chris Eaket (Carleton), "Language, Institutions and Vigilantism in Batman's Arkham Asylum" 
Greg Doran (Saint Mary's), "Enhanciles, Spiders and Mek: Reading the Graphic Novels of Warren Ellis as 
Social Criticism" 

Room: 241 University College 
Imitation, Parodies, and Criticism of Aesthetcism 
Chair: Michele Mendelssohn (Cambridge & Brandeis) 

Anupama Ayyalasomayajula (Victoria), "Sexual deviance and parodies of Aestheticism in Djuna Barnes' 
Ryder and Ladies Almanack" 
Daniel Hannah (Leeds), "Impressionism and Aestheticism, Privacy and Publicity: Walter Pater, Oscar 
Wilde and Henry James's The Sacred Founf' 
Gregory Mackie (Toronto), "The Conventions of Aesthetic Satire" 

Room: 236 University College 
The Politics and Poetics of Haunting in Canadian Literature: 'Historiography and Haunting' 
Chair: Marlene Goldman (Toronto) 

Joanne Saul (Wilfrid Laurier), "Materializing the Immaterial: History, Memory, and Haunting in Daphne 
Marlatt's Taken" 
Robert Stacey (York), "Better Off Dead: John Steffler's The Afterlife a/George Cartwrighf' 
Herb Wyile (Acadia), "'It Takes More Than Mortality to Make Somebody Dead': Magic Realism and 
Postcolonial History in Margaret Sweatman's When Alice Lay Down with Peter" 
Cynthia Sugars (Ottawa), "The Impossible Afterlife of George Cartwright: Ancestral 
Ghosts and Postcolonial Desire" 

3:30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. 

Room: Arts Bldg., Fletcher Argue, Room 200 
Plenary Session 
Chair: TBA 

Bill New (British Columbia), "Tops and Tales: Mountain Anecdote and Mountain Metaphor" 

Evening 
Location: Basil's Restaurant, Osborne Village 

- First Annual ESC Bash 
Don't miss out on the ESC haikullimerick contest - the best entry will be printed in the journal's colophon. 



June 1,2004 

9:00 a.m. - 10: 15 a.m. 

Room: 235 University College 
The Politics and Poetics of Haunting in Canadian Literature: 'Cultural Haunting' 
Chair: Marlene Goldman (Toronto) 

Jody Castricano (Wilfrid Laurier), "Learning to Talk with Ghosts: Canadian Gothic and the Poetics of 
Haunting in Eden Robinson's Monkey Beach" 
Warren Cariou (Manitoba), "Aboriginal Spirits and the Haunting of Prairie Settlement" 
Jody Mason (Toronto), "Searching for the Doorway: Dionne Brand's Thirsty" 

Room: 385 University College 
Shakespearean/Canadian Intertexts 
Chairs: Susan Knutson (Universite Sainte-Anne, College de l'Acadie) and Jennifer Drouin (McGill) 

Wes Folkerth (McGill), "Goodfellows: Hockey, Shakespeare and Indigenous Spirits in Tomson 
Highway's Dry Lips Oughta Move to Kapuskasing" 
R. H. McKeown (Toronto), '''A run ofibids': Quotation and Plagiarism in Goodnight Desdemona (Good 
Morning Juliet)" 
Diana Brydon (Western Ontario), "Reconceptualizing Babel: Shakespeare and Canada's Black Atlantic 
Imaginary" 

Room: Private Dining Room, University College 
Roundtable: Life of Pi: A Case Study in Teaching a College Book 
Chair: Herb Wyile (Acadia) 

Participants: Dave Buchanan (Grant MacEwan College), Jannie Edwards (Grant MacEwan College), 
Don Perkins (Grant MacEwan College), Paul Lumsden (Grant MacEwan College), and Jack Robin
son (Grant MacEwan College). 

Room: 236 University College 
Joint ECVSA/ ACCUTE Session 
Woman as Subject or Subjecting the Woman?: Representing Female Agency in Victorian Literature 
Chair: Richard Nemesvari (St. Francis Xavier) -

Katherine Miller (New Brunswick), "Gender and Desire in Shirley and The Tenant o/Wild/ell Half' 
Janice Schroeder (Carleton), "'Mistaken Prominence': Victorian Feminisms, Popular Culture, and the 
'Girl of the Period' Controversy" 
Peter Sinnema (Alberta), "Lady Audley's Adaptations" 



Room: 384 University College 
Early Modern Textuality 
Chair: TBA 

j 
Holly Schnare (Carleton), "The tripartite form of the emblem book as Edmund Spenser's methodological 
figuration of Book III of the Faerie Queene" 
Kelly Laycock (Alberta), "Traveling West: Mapping National Loss in John Taylor's Wandering; to see 

. the Wonders o/the Wesf' 
Leanne Evans (Western Ontario), "Suffering as Witness: Salem and the Legacy of Mary Rowlandson" 

Room: 241 University College 
Canadian Fiction and Poetry: Wah, MacDonald and Macpherson 
Chair: TEA 

Huai-Yang Lim (Alberta), "Labouring a Class Identity: Empowering Representations of Cafe Work in 
Fred Wah's Diamond Grilf' 
Tanis MacDonald (Victoria), "'None Shall Make A Game of Me' : Bloody-Minded Daughters in Jay Mac
pherson' s The Boatman" 
Joel Baetz (York), "Cultural Absence, Cultural Haunting: The Uncanny Plurality of Time and Space in 
Ann-Marie MacDonald's Fall on Your Knees" 

10:30 a.m. - 11 :45 a.m. 

Room: 384 University College 
More than 'A Thousand Words': Visual Rhetorics in/for the 21st Century 
Chair: Antony Adolf (VEC) 

Jeffrey Orr (Leeds), "Light Writing: Photographic Translation in Michael Ondaatje's Coming Through 
Slaughter" 
Ken Paradis (Dalhousie), "Commodified Visuality and Contemporary Models of Psychological 
Dysfunction" 

Room: 385 University College 
Joint NASSR! ACCUTE Session 
Romanticism and the Foreign 
Chair: Jan Plug (Western Ontario) 

Tilottama Rajan (Western Ontario), "Philosophy in a Foreign Language: Hegel's Histories of Spirit" 
David L. Clark (McMaster), '''The Palestinians, living among us:' Kant's Neighborhoods" 
Peter Melville (Cornell), "Hospitality, Death, and Foreignness in Mary Shelley' S The Last Man" 



Room: 386 University College 
Lynn Crosbie and Francis Herring 
Chair: TBA 

Karis Shearer (Western Ontario), "Metafiction and Life Writing: A Reading Lesson from Lynn Crosbie's 
Dorothy L 'Amour" 
Brett Josef Grubisic (British Columbia), "Victim as Case-History, as Historiography, as Text: The Re
Inscription/Fiction of Dorothy Stratten in Lynn Crosbie's Dorothy L 'Amour" 
Heather Milne (York), "Danger Zones: Frances Herring's Abject West" 

Room: 236 University College 
Richler, Cohen, and Representations of History 
Chair: TBA 

Wendy Roy (British Columbia), "From Memory Board to Barney's Version: Theorizing Language Loss in 
Fictional Canadian Alzheimer Narratives" 
Christopher Sinclair (Saskatchewan), "Somebody Said Lift That Veil: Identity, Desire, and the Real
Gender in Beautiful Losers" 
Andrea Cabajsky (British Columbia), "Literary Forms and Representations of History, 1863,2003" 

Room: 241 University College 
Nineteenth-Century Canadian Writing II 
Chair: TBA 

Dean Irvine (Dalhousie), "Problems with Authority: Pirated Editions, Scholarly Editions, and Colonial Ca
nadian Texts" 
Kate Higginson (McMaster), "Competing Captivity Narratives: Four Female Accounts of the North West 
Rebellion (1885)" 
Andrew O'Malley (Winnipeg), "Adventures in Domesticity in Catharine Parr Traill's Canadian Crusoes" 

Room: 235 University College 
Roundtable: Bob Dylan: Long Narratives, Masks and Metaphors, and the Age of Mechanical Reproduction 
Chair: TBA 

Neil Besner (Winnipeg), "Dylan's Long Narrative Songs: Dark Initiations into Polyvalent Selfhood" 
Andy Wainwright (Dalhousie), "' ... 1 been wishin' I was somebody else instead"': Masks, Metaphors, and 
Metonymies in 'Like A Rolling Stone' and 'Idiot Wind '" 
David Galbraith (Toronto), "'He examines the nightingale's code': Bob Dylan and the Lyric Poem in the 
Age of Mechanical Reproduction" 

Room: Private Dining Room, University College 
Professional Concerns Panel: National and International Ph.Ds 
Chair: TBA 

Presenters: TBA 



12:00 p.m. - 1 :45 p.m. 

Room: Private Dining Room, University College 
ACCUTE Executive Meeting 

1 :00 p.m. ~ 2:00 p.m. 

Room: TBA 
Joint ACQLI ACCUTE Reading Session (French) 

Readers TBA 

2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Room: 384 University College 
. Nineteenth-Century Canadian Writing ill 
Chair: TBA 

Daniela Janes (Toronto), "Saved By Beauty: Art and Aesthetics in Canadian Social Reform Fiction of the 
1890s" 
D.M.R. Bentley (Western Ontario), "Civic Spaces in Sara Jeannette Duncan's The Imperialist, Dennis 
Lee's Civil Elegies and Scott Symons' Place d'Armes" 
Tobi Kozakewich (Ottawa), '''Something Worse than a Waste of Time': The English-Canadian Marriage 
Romance, 1900~ 1935" 

Room: 386 University College 
Melville and James 
Chair: TBA 

j Nicola Nixon (Concordia), "James and the Vicissitudes ofthe Actual Historic Page" 
Arnd Bohm (Carleton), "Heteroglossia in Melville's 'Cock-A-Doodle-Doo'" 

Room: 385 University College 
Film Texts 
Chair: TBA 

Steven Bruhm (Mount St. Vincent), "Dance Divisions" 
Tanya Horeck (Anglia Polytechnic), "Rape on Tape? Raw Deal: A Question o/Consent" 

Room: 241 University College 
Marlatt, Memory and Metaphor 
Chair: TBA 

Amelia DeFalco (Toronto), "Collaborating BodieslBodies in Collaboration: Daphne Marlatt and Betsy 
Warland's 'Reading and Writing Between the Lines'" 
Kristen Warder (Western Ontario), "Fitting In: Lesbian Bodies, Architecture, and the City in Daphne 
Marlatt's Ana Historic" 



Heather Joyce (Calgary), "The Survivor as Subject: Memory and Metaphor in Charlotte Delbo ' s Ausch
witz and After" 

Room: 236 University College 
Joint NASSR! ACCUTE Session 
Romantic Authority 
Panel Organizer: Karen Weisman (Toronto) 
Chair: Tilottama Raj an (Western Ontario) 

Karen Weisman (Toronto), "The Authority of Elegy" 
Paul Keen (Carleton), "'The Collision of Mind with Mind: Literary Authority and the Public Sphere" 
Terry Ogden (Manitoba), "The Authority of the Reader According to Wordsworth" 

Room: 235 University College 
Kroetsch, MacLennan and the Nation's Bodies 
Chair: TBA 

Christian Riegel (Campion), "Robert Kroetsch's 'Stone Hammer Poem' and the Work of Mourning" 
Barbara Bruce (Western Ontario), "The Alibi ofthe 'Universal Museum'" 
Adam Carter (Lethbridge), "When a Body Meets a Body: Physiognomy and Sexuality in Hugh MacLen
nan's National Romance" 
Robyn Fowler (Alberta), "Cartoon Miss Canada and the Nation's Body in Crisis" 

Room: 235 University College 
ACCUTEAGM 

Room: Alumni House, University College 
ACCUTE Reception 

3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

June 2, 2004 
10:00 a.m. - 11 :30 a.m. 

Room: Private Dining Room,University College 
ACCUTE Executive Wrap-Up Meeting 



l 
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+ 2004 ACCUTE AGM AGENDA + 2004 ACCUTE AGM AGENDA + 2004 ACCUTE AGENDA + 

ACCUTE Annual General Meeting Draft Agenda 
Tuesday, June 1, 3:30-5:00 p.m., Room 235 University College 

1. Approval of agenda 

2. Approval of minutes of 2003 AGM 

3. Matters arising from the minutes 

4. President's Report (Neil Besner) 

5. Secretary-Treasurer's Report (Andrew O'Malley) 

6. Report of the Editor of English Studies in Canada (Jo-Ann Wallace) 

7. Report of the Delegate to Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences, formerly HSSFC 
(Keith Wilson) 

8 . Report of the Professional Concerns Committee Chair (Anne Quema) 

9. Report of the Sessional Representative (Andrew Lesk) 

10. Graduate Student Representative's Report (Sara Humphreys) 

11. Report of the Chair of CACE (Evelyn Cobley) 

12. Report of the results of the annual CACEI ACCUTE Hiring Survey (Rob Bidwell) 

13. Report of the F.E.L. Priestly Prize Award Committee (Ina Ferris) 

14. Election of New Members of the Executive: 
a) The executive nominates Jennifer Panek as Secretary-Treasurer. 
b) The executive nominates TBA as Member-at-Large. 
c) Graduate Student Representative: The executive invites the Graduate Student Caucus to nominate a can
didate at their meeting on May 29, 2004. 
d) Sessional Representative: The executive invites the Sessional Caucus to nominate a candidate for this po
sition at their meeting on May 29, 2004. 

15. Other Business 

16. Adjournment 



Minutes of the 2003 ACCUTE Annual General Meeting 
May 30,2003 

3:40 - 5:00 p.m. 
FYP LB, King's New Academic Building 

Present: Neil Besner, Andrew O'Malley, Noreen Golfman, Karen Selesky, Jo-Ann Wallace, Don Goellnicht, Keith Wilson, 
Anne Quema, Steven Bruhm, Andrew Lesk, Nicole C. Rosevere (recording secretary), and 55 other members of ACCUTE. 

1. Approval of Agenda (Steven BruhmlKaren Selesky: motion carried unanimously) 

2. Approval of Minutes (Judith HerzlKeith Wilson: motion carried unanimously) 

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes - none. 

4. President's Report 

Neil Besner (NB) extended a special thanks to John Baxter, ACCUTE local arrangements coordinator, whose work was un
tiring and thorough. NB also extended thanks to Secretary-Treasurer Andrew O'Malley, Coordinator Nicole C. Rosevere, 
the ACCUTE Executive, the vettors and those members in attendance at the meeting and the conference. NB noted that 
there had been some concern over what level of attendance there would be at this conference and indicated that he was 
happy to report that there were 310 registrants at the 2003 Conference; last year, in Toronto, there were 340 registrants. 

NB indicated there were three items he needed to address following up from last year's discussion of changes to ESC's 
copyright page. In 2002 the discussion was halted until the 2003 meeting. NB tabled the motion that the following sen
tence be struck from the ESC copyright page: "ESC welcomes submissions from members of ACCUTE and other associ
ates within the Canadian academic and literary community." The motion was seconded by Karen Selesky. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

NB suggested that the annual subsidy for the ESC be increased. Presently, the ESC subsidy is $2500 per year. NB reported 
that ESC is moving in a new, exciting direction and asked the AGM to approve an increased to the annual ACCUTE sub
sidy to ESC to $6500. NB tabled the motion. Motion was seconded by Michael 0' Driscoll. Motion carried unanimously. 

NB said that a request had come from a sister journal, Mosaic, that would like us to sell them our membership list for pro
motional purposes. NB requested that the ACCUTE Executive be empowered to deal with this matter and similar requests 
on a case-by-case basis; in each instance the ACCUTE Executive will make the decision in the best interest of the AC
CUTE and its membership. NB tabled the motion. Motion seconded by AO. 

Bob O'Kell noted that he did not object but that there should be an understanding that the Executive will report to the AGM 
about the actions taken in these matters. Motion carried unanimously. 

5. Secretary-Treasurer's Report 

AO noted he wanted to add a few items to his circulated report. He reported that he has been trying to coordinate figures 
that partly come from ACCUTE at Laurentian University and partly from ACCUTE's new location, the University of Win
nipeg. AO said that he would look into changing the accounting period so that the new "year" begins July 1. AO made one 
correction to his written report, noting that the first sentence under "Membership" should be amended to say that there had 
been a decline in membership going on for many years, rather than the last couple of years. AO stated that ACCUTE has 
704 members in good standing and another forty members who have either joined ACCUTE or renewed their memberships 
while at the conference. There are another 90 -100 members who currently are lapsed members and we will be working to 
get them to renew. AO said that he b~lieves that our numbers will increase, particularly with the new direction of ACCUTE 
and the new direction of ESC. He pointed out that some of the difference in the Statement of Account (in comparing be
tween 2001 and 2002) result from the different expenditure accounts that Laurentian used versus the University ofWinni-



peg (for the same or similar items). 

NB moved that the report be accepted. Motion seconded by Shannon Hengen. Motion carried unanimously. 

6. Report of the Editor of English Studies in Canada (Jo-Ann Wallace) 

Jo-Ann Wallace (JW) reported that since ESC has moved to the University of Alberta it has received fourteen submissions. 
She noted ESC's next big task is to gain more submissions. JW reported that ESC has undergone a redesign and its man
date is now to reflect the discipline back to itself. Accordingly, the covers, posters, and bookmarks the designer created all 
work on the idea of reflected light. JW noted that a four-part colour palette will rotate throughout the year's issues. JW 
said that ESC is looking into achieving a balance across the range of research that is in the discipline and also the career 
stages of academics. JW urged the members to submit their work to ESC and she hopes in time that publication in ESC 
will be a coup. JW said that ESC is planning to use the reader's forum more consistently. She indicated that she wel
comes ideas for the forum and that the U of A team had received 11 completed articles from ESC at Carleton and four of 
those would be appearing in the fIrst issue. She pointed out that the fIrst special issue has papers from the "Modernism and 

. Archive Conference" and that ESC would be making use of guest editors. ESC will also produce one special issue a year 
and will be increasing the number of articles in any given issue. JW reported that in 1975 ESC printed eight articles per 
issue and presently ESC has been publishing four articles per issue. The U of A ESC team would like to bring this number 
back up to its original level. 

7. Report of the Delegate to the Canadian Federation of Humanities and Social Sciences (CFHSS) (Noreen Golf
man) 

Noreen Golfrnan (NG) pointed out that all members should have received a postcards to Allan Rock in their tote bags. She 
noted that we know that these types of campaigns are successful, especially when they are signed and sent in en masse. 
CFHSS feels that the Government of Canada is behind regarding rethinking how SSHRC is operating and the Federation is 
hopeful but anxious to take action now before we have a new leader of the Liberal party who is not supportive of the Hu
manities. NG reported that there are two task forces currently underway, one of which NG is co-chairing. This task force 
is addressing renewal and strengthening associations. She noted that they hope to have a draft ready for the assembly in 
November and they have been looking at comparable models and have had creative ideas about how to do things. Notably, 
they will be coming out with a "best practices" manual for associations. They will also be looking at the new services asso
ciations may need and what services they would like. The other task force addresses the new generations of scholars and is 
chaired by Anne Bailey. More inforination will follow about this in the June ACCUTE Newsletter. 

8. Report of the Professional Concerns Committee Chair (Miriam Nichols) 

Miriam Nichols (MN) reported that the committee has met regarding panels for next year's conference and that they have a 
variety of ideas and directions. Generally, the panel topics will address self-contradiction inside the institution. MN noted 
that this was her last term and that she would be stepping down as chair of the Professional Concerns Committee after the 
conference. She indicated that there are a few new Professional Concerns Committee members including Devon Galway 
and Mary Kate Arnold. MN also encouraged members to speak to the committee about their professional concerns. 

9. Report of the Sessional Representative (Andrew Lesk) 

AL stated that the Sessionals Panel was not held at this year's conference. He said that they hope to have two panels next 
year. AL noted that he had been nominated for a second term and extended thanks to Anne Bailey, former Sessionals Rep
resentative. 

10. Report of the Graduate Student Representative (Karen Selesky) 

KS noted that due to scheduling issues, the Graduate Student Caucus would be meeting the next day. KS reported that the 
graduate students were pleased to see that the membership numbers of grad students had increased. KS said that after a 
good discussion on the listserv, Sara Humphreys had been selected as the next GSC President and Representative to the 



ACCUTE Executive. KS noted that in the coming year the GSC would try to liaison with other groups and develop a panel 
that would express views from multiple levels in the professional spectrum. 

11. Report of the Chair of CACE (Don Goellnicht) 

DG summarized the business of the CACE meetings and noted that Evelyn Cobley had been elected as President, Brian 
Corman had been elected Vice-President, and Rob Holton had been elected Secretary-Treasurer. DG outlined the topics 
proposed for next year's meeting, including curricular reform, fIrst-year teaching, retention of new faculty and the profes
sionalization of graduate students. DG encouraged the ACCUTE membership to contact him with any other ideas that they 
have for possible topics. 

12. Report of the results of the annual CACE/ACCUTE Hiring Survey (Rob Holton) 

RH summarized the results of his survey, although he cautioned that some of the statistics were more dependable than oth
ers. He noted that the hiring survey went online for the fIrst time and that 45 institutions responded to it. Of these, 40 
conducted job searches this year for either tenured/tenure-track positions or contractually-limited appointments (CLT As) or 
both. He pointed out that while many universities participate in the study, few colleges do. Also, because CLTA hiring 
often takes place later than tenure-track-hiring, the CLTA information is slightly less complete. The market continued to 
expand this year. In 2002-2003, 87 tenured track positions were reported as advertised. Of these, 12 were not fIlled, 4.5 
were still in process and 70.5 had been filled. 

Gender: In 2000-2001 the number of men appointed to tenure-track positions was 67% compared to 33% female, while 
last year the ratio was 50%/50% for tenure-track appointments and 48%/52% for CL TAs. These numbers were higher 
than the previous 10 years. This year the ratio of men receiving tenure-track appointment compared to women was 
35% men and 65% women; 45% males and 55% females were appointed to CLTAs. 

Citizenship: In the Murray Report, 3% of new appointees were non-Canadian hires, while in the last three years the 
number of appointees were 4%, 5% and last year 15% respectively. This year the number is slightly over 20%, which 
suggests this marked and steady increase is indeed a trend. 

Source of Ph.D.: In the Murray report, the ratio of Canadian to non-Canadian Ph.D.s for successful applicants was 64% 
versus 36%. In 2000-2001, it was 70% to 30%. In 2001-2002, the ratio slipped to 60% Canadian Ph.D.s versus 40% 
other. This year the ratio continued to slip to 56.5% Canadian and 43.5% other. 

Visible Minorities: RH noted that the information on visible minority status has not always been accurate and that 
many institutions do not indicate what proportion of their hiring pool has self-identified as visible minorities. Last 
year, there was a dramatic increase to 17% of those appointed to tenure-track positions identifying themselves as be
longing to a visible minority. This year visible minority candidates filled 7% of the tenure/tenure-track positions. The 
information on CLTA positions is not reliable enough to report at this point. 

Faculty Complement: In 2001-2002,32 indicated an overall maintenance of complement, 3 expansion, 2 contraction, 2 
maintenance (post contraction), 1 expansion ("post decimation"), 1 maintenance of tenure-track position but contrac
tion of non-tenure track positions, and 1 a contraction of tenure-track positions but maintenance of non-tenure-track 
positions. In 2002-2003, of those 35 institutions who responded to this question, three stated that there had been a de
cline in the size of the department, 17 reported that their number remained unchanged and 15 indicated expansion. 
This is a significant increase in the numbers reporting expansion, a fact that may be related at least in-part to the arrival 
of Ontario's "double cohort." 

Of those institutions reporting, the total tenured/tenure-track faculty was 63 .2% and the total CLTA was 12% and the 
total per-class sessionals was 24.8%. While these numbers are unreliable, they continue to show a great deal of teach
ing is being carried out by faculty who have reduced access to job security and benefits. 

Ph.D. Programs: 116 students were admitted to doctoral programs in the past year and 81 graduated. This compared 



to last year's 155 entering and 75 graduating - although it should be noted that some doctoral institutions did not 
complete this part of the survey. Of those who graduated, 21 obtained tenure-track positions and 13 obtained CLTAs. 
Infonnation is not available for the remaining graduates. 

NB thanked RH for conducting this research and noted that Robert Bidwell will be conducting the survey next year. 

13. Report of the F.E. L. Priestly Prize Award Committee (Steven Bruhm) 

SB tabled a motion to fonnalize how the Priestly Committee operates and the selection of its members. He moved that the 
committee be chaired by one member-at-large of the ACCUTE executive, and that the chair appoint two people to assist 
him/her in the adjudication of the essays, that the other member of the committee be chosen with an eye to the representa
tion of region and gender and that no one who has an article in that round of adjudication service of the committee. The 
motion was seconded by Karen Selesky. Shannon Hengen questioned why "area of specialization" was not one the compo
nents to be considered. NB moved to amend the motion to include "area of specialization" as a component of committee 
membership selection. The motion was acceptable to SB and KS. Judith Herz moved that the wording be amendment to 
"field of interest" rather than area of specialization. This amendment was accepted. Motion carried unanimously. 

SB thanked this year's committee members, Michael Nowlin and Isobel Findlay, and noted that they had considered a lot of 
high quality essays. There was a tie for the Winner of the F.E.L Priestly Award. The winners are: Kevin McNeilly (UBC) 
for "All Poets are Not Jews: Transgression and Satire in A.M. Klein" and Eric Savoy (U de Montreal) for "Necro-filia, or 
Hawthorne's Melancholia." SB extended his congratulations to both winners. 

14. Election of New Members of the Executive 

NB extended a special thanks to Shannon Hengen, Karen Selesky, Miriam Nichols and Steven Bruhm for their work. 

a. The executive nominated Keith Wilson as President-elect; elected unanimously. 

b. The executive nominated Anne Quema and Jo-Ann Episkenew as Members-at-Large; elected unanimously. 

c. Graduate Student Representative: Sara Humphreys unanimously elected by the GSc. 

d. Sessional Representative: Andrew Lesk unanimously elected by the Sessional Caucus. 

15. Other Business 

Adjourned. 

a. CFHSS Recruitment and Retention Task Force (Anne Bailey and Pat Demers) 

AB and PD reported on the task force's committee members, identified the task force 's three principal tasks 
and indicated that they plan to prepare a draft of best practices for presentation at the AGM of the Federation 
in November. They also hope to post material on the Federation web site including success stories and cre
ate an online a forum for scholars. AB reviewed the areas in which the. task force is looking for infonnation 
and feedback and noted that the task force has been discussing the idea of mentoring. They invited ACCUTE 
members to contact them with their comments, thoughts and success stories. 
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We are pleased to announce the publication of the second issue of our on-line journal, The 
New Compass: A Critical Review at www.thenewcornpass.ca 

The New Compass, Number 2, December 2003 

Contents: 

Editorial by Michael John DiSanto 

Letter from Oxford by Claire Squires 

Brian Crick on "Charlotte Bronte: Her Sister's Interpreter: Reading Oppositely 
or Literary Criticism as Special Pleading" 

Pat Menon on '''Beings of Different Language': Pragmatist meets Idealist in Edith Wharton's The Reef' 

Ian Robinson on "Conrad's Beliefin Victory" 

Poems by Warren Hope, David Middleton, Walter Martin, and Timothy Steele 

Fiction by Barrie Mencher 

Janet Bailey reviews Laura Thomp'son's Life in a Cold Climate: Nancy Mitford: A Portrait of a Contra
dictory Woman 

Jane Grogan reviews Bernard O'Donoghue's Outliving 

The New Compass is published on-line twice a year, in June and December, and we welcome submissions 
for future issues. We are interested in ethics and aesthetics, and in theory and practice, and we invite criti
cal essays (of2000-5000 words) on literature in English from a range of periods. We also publish'poetry, 

short fiction and drama. 

Electronic submissions are preferred, but hard copies are also accepted. Submission guidelines are posted 
at www.thenewcompass.ca. Please send a copy of your submission to each ofthe editors: 

Michael John DiSanto 
mdisanto@dal.ca 

Sarah Emsley 
sarah. emsley@rai.ox.ac.uk 
semsley@fas.harvard.edu 
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Call for Papers for a Special Issue of the University a/Toronto Quarterly, Fall 2005: 

The Politics and Poetics of Haunting in Canadian 
Literature and Visual Culture 

For many years, Canada was renowned for its supposed lack of ghosts. In 1833, Catharine Parr Traill proclaimed: 
"As to ghosts or spirits they appear totally banished from Canada. This is too matter-of-fact country for such 
supernaturals to visit." Over a hundred years later, Canadian poet and critic Earle Birney echoed her sentiments 
stating that "it's only by our lack of ghosts we're haunted." These assertions need to be revisited because Canadian 
authors, artists, and film-makers are obsessed with ghosts and haunting. A host of writers and artists, including 
Margaret Atwood, Anne Marie MacDonald, Jane Urquhart, Timothy Findley, Michael Ondaatje, Daphne Marlatt, Kerri 
Sakamoto, Joy Kogawa, Eden Robinson, Dionne Brand, David Cronenberg, Atom Egoyan, Robert Houle, Karoo 
Ashevak, Jessie Oonark, Colette Whiten, and Sandra Meigs have taken pains to map the intricacies of haunting. 

Dr. Marlene Goldman (Department of English at the University of Toronto) and Dr. Joanne Saul (Department of 
English and Film Studies at Wilfrid Laurier University), guest editors of the UTa issue on Haunting in Canadian 
Literature and Visual Culture, seek papers that address questions like the following: 

=> How does living with ghosts entail a politics of memory, of inheritance, and of mourning that continues to shape 
Canadian literature and visual culture? 

=> What is the impact of the Gothic on Canadian art and writing? 

=> How do works by First Nations authors and artists interrogate Canada's supposed ghostlessness? 

=> To what extent does an interest in ghosts signal anxieties associated with multiple or diasporic identities? 

=> Is there a distinct significance to haunting in women's textual and artistic productions? 

=> If ghosts signal the return of a secret, something repressed, then what types of secrets (ranging from personal and 
familial to national and extranational) are encrypted in the texts under consideration? 

=> What is the impact of haunting on textual and artistic production; for instance, to what extent 
is abjection (understood textually as an impulse toward decomposition, disintegration and 
the breaking-up of language) implicated in treatments of haunting? 

Submitted essays should conform to University of Toronto Quarterly house style based on 
The Chicago Manual of Style. Please send two copies of completed papers, along with a 
copy on disk (double spaced, max. 25 pages) and a brief professional bio (50 words) by 
December 1, 2004 to: 

Dr. Marlene Goldman and Dr. Joanne Saul, clo University of Toronto Quarterly, 334 
Larkin Building, 6 Hoskin Avenue, Trinity College, University of Toronto, Toronto, ON 
M5S 1H8 

Queries: (416) 978-3055 or utq@chass.utoronto.ca 
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L.M. Montgomery's Interior IExterior Landscapes 

Sixth Biennial International Conference 
24-27 June 2004 

You are invited to join scholars and enthusiasts from around the world for four days of 
fascinating discussions led by over 40 presenters on topics that include: the re-creation of a lost 
landscape; research into the imagined landscape; the domestication of Montgomery's heroines; 
the reconfiguration of women's same-sex relationships; use of personal space; the creation of false 
memories; connections between language and landscape; landscape and courtship; and even the 
use of landscape in depicting the horrors of the First World War. Landscapes may capture or 
suggest a place, a memory, a feeling, a cultural marker, or even a rhythm. We will examine why 
L.M. Montgomery has an international reputation for the (re)creation of Prince Edward Island 
and Ontario landscapes in her fiction and poetry, and also in her diaries and letters. 

Keynote presentations will discuss the power of Montgomery's descriptions and will theorize her 
creation of interior and exterior space. 

Thursday Keynote: "Transcending Time and Space - The Allure of Montgomery's Landscapes," 
Rachna Gilmore, Governor General's Award-winning author of fifteen books from Ottawa, 
Ontario. 

Friday Keynote: "Landscape as Palimpsest Pentimento, Epiphany: Lucy Maud Montgomery's 
Interiorisation of the Exterior, Exteriorisation of the Interior," Rosemary Ross Johnston, Director 
of the Centre for Research and Education in the Arts at the University of Technology, Sydney, 
Australia. 

For more information on the conference and a registration form, please visit: 
. www.lmmontgomery.ca 

Audrey Thomas Guernica Writers Series 

Guernica will be publishing a collection of essays in their Writers Series entitled Audrey Thomas: 
Essays on Her Works in 2005. This collection will combine previously published essays with new 
innovative essays that consider individual works by Thomas or essays that link several of 
Thomas' texts. A variety of theoretical perspectives, including feminism, post-colonialism, 
Marxism, postmodernism, are welcome. 

Please email a 1-2 page proposal and brief vitae (MSWord Document or RTF attachment) to 
thompson@athabascau.ca by February 2, 2004. 

The deadline for the submission of finished papers (in MLA Format) is May 3,2004. 

Dr. Veronica Thompson 
Centre for Language and Literature 

Athabasca University 
1 University Drive 

Athabasca, AB Canada T9S 3A3 

Email: thompson@athabascau.ca 
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Masculinity and Ascetic Nationalism in India 
Paper Proposals are invited for a proposed Special 

Session at the 2004 MLA 

The identity of the popular Hindu ascetic figure has emerged not from within Hindu 
tradition alone but also in dialogue with other religions such as Buddhism, Islam 
and Christianity. Although historical work on Indian asceticism reveals that the 
category of meaning shifted through time, following the colonial encounter with 
Britain the (male) Hindu ascetic acquired a certain kind of meaning and legitimacy 
in Indian society. In contemporary times Hindu ascetic nationalists have again 
gained significant visibility as reformers of Indian society and as leaders of the 
'nation,' apt for emulation by the 'community.' This re-emergence of ascetic 
practices as a means to reconfigure the public sphere in contemporary India has 
been possible because of the recurring trope of the Hindu ascetic in Indian popular 
culture and the popularity and success of socially involved ascetics, such as Gandhi 
and Vivekananda, who were engaged in politics for social liberation and socio
spiritual transformation. 

This session, therefore, aims to look at the intersections of religious and nationalist 
discourse in Indian literature. 

Papers may address any of the following questions or variations thereof: 

o How does religion determine or perpetuate certain versions of masculine 
performance? 

o How is anticolonial/nationalist masculinity represented in literature in and 
through religious modalities? 

o How does class determine ascetic nationalist practices? 

o How do discourses of colonial and anti-colonial/nationalist masculinity 
intersect? 

o How do ascetic nationalism representations complicate/resist colonial 
masculinity? 

o How do ascetic nationalist practices enable or disable women's participation in 
the nationalist struggle? 

Papers can also deal with the wntmgs of nationalist figures, like Vivekananda, 
Aurobindo, Gandhi and others? as well as the continuing prevalence of ascetic 
nationalist masculinity tropes in contemporary times. 

Please submit a 300 word proposal and one-page CV by March 20 to 
Chandrima Chakraborty at chandri@y-orku.ca 
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