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Bloodless coup topples
decadent Ottawa Regime

Shocking
Images
Inside!

York University, TO — One of the most
ruthless regimes ever to control the Association
of Canadian College and University Teachers of
English quietly surrendered power last May. Not
a single shot was fired.
“We knew that their days had come to an end,” said Steven
Bruhm, successor to the tyrannical Keith Wilson, President and
Junta Commando of ACCUTE since the early spring of 1994. “The
people had had enough! All that centralized power, all those perks,
the flagrant attending of meetings at the Federation, the grotesque
indulgence with the gavel—never had the association seen such
basking in privilege. Upper Canada had to go. It was time for
someone from the TRUE east, someone from the people,” Bruhm
Wilson, Panek, and Kozakewich in their daily riots at ACCUTE office
exclaimed, choking back tears.
“Sure, the treasury was in great shape,” observed Karen
Macfarlane, replacing deposed Jennifer Panek as Citizen in Charge
of Finances for the renewed state. “Sure, the association is healthier
than it’s ever been, but what were their plans for that money? What
were they going to do with it in the end?” Nor was Macfarlane
alone in her speculations. Rumours of a new pleasure palace to be
constructed on Ottawa’s tony Sussex drive cannot be confirmed, but
more than one eye-witness reports having seen Tobi Kozakewich,
former ACCUTE coordinator, wandering wistfully through chichi
downtown shops, decorating emporia, and upscale bridal salons, a
stack of sweaty colour swatches clutched in her hands.
“From here on, you’ll see
accute
a leaner, more Spartan
ACCUTE,” declared Coordinator Johanne Jell. Jell,
does
famous for abstemious selfdenial, is already making
plans to replace the traditional ACCUTE wine and
cheese with water and wheat
--details inside!
crackers made from local -- and wears revealing bikini to her
Saskatchewan products. She coronation!
will be contacting graduate
students and asking them to
bring their millstones to
Congress.

ESC makes contact
with

POD PEOPLE!

Judith Herz named

DISCO
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ACCUTE’S MANDATE
To promote the interests of
those teaching and studying
English language and
literatures in Canadian
colleges and universities by
facilitating the dissemination
and exchange of research
and the exploration of
professional issues, by

organizing scholarly and
professional meetings, by
seeking to improve work
conditions, by
representing the interests
of members before
provincial and federal
decision-making bodies,
and by supporting the
interests and aspirations
of members entering the
profession.

A warm welcome to all of you
from the new ACCUTE office here in
Halifax.
As of July 2, 2006, the
association has moved its operations to
Mount St. Vincent University for a twoyear period, and we are gradually
getting things up and running. Thanks
to all of you who have needed to contact
us during the period of transition but
who have been put on hold while we
iron things out. Each day, things run a
little more smoothly.
Assuming the presidency of
ACCUTE should have been an overwhelming experience for me, and it
would have been were it not for the
excellent management that ACCUTE
has enjoyed under Keith Wilson,
Jennifer Panek, Tobi Kozakewich, and
the rest of the University of Ottawa
team. The membership is now over
1000 strong, the bank account is in
terrific shape (more on this anon), and
the website has become a seamless
space for communication among
members and to other people interested
in our association. All members of
ACCUTE owe the University of Ottawa
team a warm vote of thanks for their
work, both over the two-year period
when ACCUTE was housed there and
as it has moved to the east coast. Now,
I can hear the modest Keith Wilson
saying “Ah shucks, we couldn’t have
done it without the excellent advice of
the ACCUTE Executive,” and I entirely
concur. Thanks go out to the Executive,
past and present, for their sagacity,
patience and commitment.

Mount Saint Vincent University

Because Ottawa has left us in
such great shape, the Halifax office
(with me as president, Karen
Macfarlane as Secretary Treasurer,
Johanne Jell as ACCUTE Co-ordinator,
and, we hope, a yet-to-be-appointed
student assistant) can focus its energies
on projects that Ottawa began but did
not have time to complete. The first of
these is to try to make your membership
renewal less cumbersome by opening
up electronic renewal. As many of you
already know, on-line membership
subscription and renewal has in the past
proved prohibitively expensive, in that
credit card companies want a big slice
of each transaction. The way to lessen
the impact of this charge is for ACCUTE
to become a registered charity (which,
legally speaking, we can do), but
becoming a registered charity means
submitting an income tax return, which
can only be done if ACCUTE’s finances
are managed outside of its home
university’s accounting system. This
presents its own problems, in that the
banks also want a slice of the pie, and
an official audit will be required each
year. While the Executive and ACCUTE
members continue to endorse the idea
of charitable status and independent
finances, we need to move carefully on
this so as not to damage the
Association’s coffers. We will pass on
information to you as we receive it. In
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President’s Message, continued
the meantime, we’re stuck with
snail-mail registration and the
inability to process credit cards.

Himself

Everything old
is new again:
email us with
your News of
Members
(refereed
publications
or employment only,
please) and
we’ll publicize
it in the next
newsletter.

The second aspect of our
mandate is to use our modes of
electronic communication to
strengthen our ties to E n g l i s h
Studies in Canada as the journal
itself furthers its electronic
capabilities.
Given that your
membership in ACCUTE and your
subscription to ESC are linked, we
want to ensure that you receive as
much from ESC as you can, and
that Jo-Ann Wallace and the
editorial team at the University of
Alberta receive as much from you
as they need. To that end, check
page 5 of this newsletter for a note
from Brad Bucknell, ESC’s Web
Editor, on an upcoming Pod-cast
this fall. This Pod-cast marks an
exciting new phase in ESC and for
members of the association.
Another change to watch
for is more of a return to the past.
A number of people have asked
me if we might resurrect a News of
Members that can help all of us to
stay on top of what our colleagues
are doing across the country.
When the ACCUTE Newsletter
was being printed in hard copy and
mailed around the world, it
became impractical and expensive
to list all the activities that
members were reporting. Now,
when only electrons are dying as a
result of our self-promotion, there
is no reason not to return to
publishing a News of Members
both on the website and in the
Newsletter.

For the sake of concision, we want to
limit this news to the announcement of
refereed publications and the
accepting of employment (and if this
seems elitist to some, we plead
guilty), but would encourage all of you
to send us your news. Just email us
at a c c u t e @ m s v u . c a with the full
information of a recent publication (no
older than one year, please), or with
the dates of your move to a new
institution (along with a new email
address, if you have it). We’ll get it
publicized in the next newsletter.
Finally, there is the conference. Most of this Newsletter is
taken up with calls for papers for
Member-Organized and Joint
Sessions, along with a reminder that
the deadline for submissions to the
general call is 15 November 2006.
We hope you’ll read the calls carefully
and consider sending us a proposal or
completed paper. As in previous
years, we are issuing a special
welcome to people working in the
areas of Medieval, SeventeenthCentury Non-Dramatic, Eighteenth
Century, American, and Theory, areas
that are often under-represented at
ACCUTE. Please note as well the
calls for the Professional Concerns,
Sessional, and Graduate Student
Caucus panels. We often forget that
the Congress is also our annual
general meeting, the place where we
address labour-related and administrative issues as well as literary and
theoretical ones.
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I won’t trot out the old adage that the
conference can only be as strong as the papers it
receives; I only ask that you seriously consider
joining us in Saskatoon for what is going to be a
great time. Paul Bidwell from the University of
Sask-atchewan is one of the co-conveners of
Congress, and wanting to mount an Alice in
Wonderland Croquet Game on the lawn; and
yours truly, exposing his other life, will bring out
the retro tunes as we transform the usually
stately ACCUTE reception into a higher-energy
dance party.
USask’s Susan Gingell has
graciously agreed to act as our local
arrangements coordinator, and she is already
moving on booking the most propitious venues
for our sessions.
ACCUTE meetings at
Congress often provide us with a much-needed
inspiration for doing the kind of work we do, and
this year, we’re planning these little extras … so
get out your pink flamingoes and brush off your
platform shoes.

A Note from the Secretary Treasurer
Karen Macfarlane
Like Steven, I would like to thank
the outgoing executive for leaving things
in such excellent fiscal shape and for their
continued help with the transition.
I’d also like to thank new and
renewing members for their patience
during the move from Ottawa: I know that
some memberships took a bit of time to
process. We’ve worked out the kinks and
are up to date with the membership
information.
On that note, I’d like to let
members know that in order to make the
process of renewing your memberships a
bit faster and (we hope!) more efficient,
we will be sending membership letters
and signed official receipts (as PDFs)
electronically. This will save ACCUTE
significant amounts of money in postage,
will ensure that you get your receipts as
soon as your membership fees are
processed, and will allow us to keep full
electronic copies of all of our transactions.
We will, of course, be happy to provide
hard copies of the official receipts and/ or
letters. All you have to do is ask!
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ESC Announcement:
Web Radio
“Our first
broadcast
will include
an interview
with Linda
Hutcheon.”

As part of our ongoing efforts to
renovate, recalibrate, rehabilitate,
and rejuvenate both print and web
versions of E S C, we wish to
announce that English Studies in
Canada will "broadcast" from our
web site the first "ESC Web-Radio"
podcast. As far as we are aware,
this is new to the world of academic
journal web sites. Our first broadcast
will include an interview with Linda
Hutcheon. As well, Heather Murray
will read from her Priestly Prize
winning "An Essay on Theory," and
George Elliott Clarke will read a
passage from his piece on
"Literature." Both pieces may be
found in their entirety in ESC 30.4,
our 30th Anniversary issue.

In future, we hope to add other
illustrious names to our list of
interviewees and readers, and, with
some cooperation from poets
around the country, we would also
like to bring you a special feature
called "Poets by Phone."
We are in the early stages of
planning, and we hope to make the
broadcasts dovetail with current
issues in ESC. Your host will be
noted gadabout Clive C. Lively.
Listen for us late this fall!

are updated on the ACCUTE
website as they come into
our offices.
Check
http://www.ACCUTE.ca/Job
List.htm
for the most up-to-date
job postings!
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Congress 2007
Saskatoon May 26 - May 29
University of Saskatchewan

Open Call for Papers and Proposals
Related to your Current Research
Congress Theme:
Bridging Communities: Making public knowledge – Making
knowledge public
While Congress has an overall
theme, ACCUTE is always
interested in strong proposals on
any aspect of English studies, so
please consider submitting
something in response to this
general call. Individual papers
emerging from members’ work in
diverse fields always dominate the
Congress program.
You may
submit only one proposal and, to
have your proposal considered for
possible inclusion in the ACCUTE
program, you must be a current
member in ACCUTE.

Member Organized Sessions
Please see the call for papers for
member-organized and joint sessions in
this newsletter and on the website at
www.ACCUTE.ca/Conference.htm.
Because organizers act as the first
vettor, they are not eligible to give papers
on the panels that they have themselves
proposed. Please note that organizers
should not advise panelists that they are
presenting until the ACCUTE second
reader has made her or his assessment,
and ACCUTE has contacted the organizer.

All proposals that receive two
positive readers’ reports are
automatically included in the
ACCUTE program. Our challenge
is then to match the accepted
papers with each other with a view
to shaping coherent and engaging
panels. ACCUTE is not a specialist
society; we are aiming to create a
cohesive program that takes into
account the breadth of our
members’ interests and activities.
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Congress 2007 continued
Procedures for Submitting Proposals and Papers
If you are responding to our general call for papers, please send one hard copy and an electronic copy of
your paper or proposal to the ACCUTE office at Mount St. Vincent University, along with the other
required documents below, by 15 November 2006.
If you are responding to the organizer of a proposed special session, please send an electronic
attachment and three hard copies of your paper or proposal, along with the other required documents,
directly to the organizer by the same date. The organizer will forward copies of the proposals or papers
(both electronic and paper) received to the ACCUTE office by 5 December 2006 together with
assessments of each submission.
Unless otherwise indicated by the organizer of a special session, proposals should be approximately 500
words in length.
If you are submitting a completed paper, it should be no longer than 10 to 12 double-spaced pages (no
more than 20 minutes speaking time). While an email electronic submission is strongly preferred over
disk submissions, the latter will be accepted. If you are submitting a disk, please label it clearly, indicating
your name, the title of the paper, and the computer program you used. (We strongly prefer MS Word or
RTF.)
Other Required Documents:
Whether you are submitting a paper or proposal, in response to our general call or to a memberorganized or joint session, your submission should be accompanied by a cover page containing the
following information:
• your name (in the form LAST, FIRST)
• your full mailing address
• your email, phone, and fax numbers
• the title of your paper
• a 50-word bio-bibliographical note
• a description of any audio-visual support you may require
Also include, on a separate page, a 100-word abstract of your paper and its title. Abstracts and bios
exceeding these limits will have to be cut for inclusion in the conference program. Please include
electronic copies of your bio and abstract in your submission. Lastly, in order to permit blind reviewing by
assessors, the papers and proposals should not include the author’s name, position, or institutional
affiliation.

Persons submitting to a Joint Sessions should send their submissions directly to the
session organizer according to his or her stated deadlines. As per ACCUTE policy,
proposals not selected for the joint session will NOT be considered for inclusion in the
general call. Please note that anyone presenting a paper in a joint session and who is
not a member of ACCUTE must be a member of the partner organization.
7
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Congress 2007 continued
Vetting of Papers and Proposals
With the exception of presentations in executiveorganized sessions, all submissions for the
ACCUTE conference program are vetted by at
least two specialists in the field and read by the
ACCUTE president.

3. Length: papers at the conference must
be effectively presentable in 20 minutes
or less. Papers written without consideration of this time constraint (i.e., papers
over 2500 words) will clearly need
significant re-writing. When the scholarly
significance of the paper might justify
such re-writing, vettors may make the
case for it, but this remains a matter for
their professional judgment, so the submission of an overlong paper potentially
reduces its chances of acceptance.

In the case of member-organized sessions, the
organizer acts as the first vettor; the submissions to
the proposed session are then sent out to a second
vettor, with the names of the submitters withheld,
as in the case of submissions received in response to the general call for papers.
In the case of joint sessions with other societies,
ACCUTE is prepared to respect the other society’s
procedures for selection. But wherever possible,
we also seek the opinion of a specialist reader who
is a member of our own Association as well.
The ACCUTE office will do everything within its
power to ensure that papers or proposals submitted
in response to the general call for papers and those
submitted to the organizers of special sessions
have an equal chance of being included in the
conference program. Assessors are asked to
judge each paper or proposal according to the
following criteria.
A. Guidelines for the Assessment of Papers

B. Guidelines for the Assessment of Proposals
1.

A good proposal should have a clear
thesis. It should present some indication
of the evidence that will be put forward to
support it. It should take into account
published scholarship relevant to the
topic being investigated. In short, it
should read like the abstract of an
argument written by someone
knowledgeable in the field concerned.

2.

As well, a good proposal should give a
strong indication that it will result in a
paper meeting the criteria in ACCUTE’s
guidelines for papers, above.

1. Significance: the paper should make an
original contribution to scholarship, to
theoretical understanding, or to current
debates on matters of common interest to
ACCUTE members.
2. Accessibility: if focusing on a single and
little-known text, the paper should address
issues that would be of interest to
members unfamiliar with it, and indicate
these issues in its title. A good paper
should invite the interests of nonspecialists.
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Criteria for Selection
In their assessments, vettors are asked to rank proposals as outstanding, acceptable, or unacceptable.
When making final decisions about the program, the conference organizers place most emphasis on the reports
of the vettors. Any submission receiving two assessments of “Outstanding” by our vettors is automatically
included in the conference program. In the small number of cases where a paper or proposal is assessed as
outstanding by one vettor and poor by another, the organizers try, wherever possible, to obtain the opinion of a
third specialist vettor.
The organizers also consider the necessity of including a range of period, national, theoretical, and critical
interests on the program, and the ways in which the papers can be intelligently grouped into coherent sessions.
Other factors taken into account in deciding between equally ranked submissions include the scholarly
achievement reflected in the bio-bibliographical note (particularly in the case of proposals as opposed to
completed papers); regional representation; and whether the submitter presented at the preceding year’s
ACCUTE conference. As always, you will receive notification of the decision concerning your submission in late
February. A draft version of the program will appear in the March 2007 issue of the ACCUTE Newsletter.

Travel Funding
Presenters can apply to ACCUTE for partial
reimbursement of their travel expenses to the
conference.
Travel claim forms will be available at the ACCUTE
desk at the conference. Be sure to get your form in
before the late-June deadline (the exact date will be
printed on the form).
We Need You!
As always, we will require a good deal of help
in vetting and so may very well call upon you
to assist us in the process. We’ll try to keep
the labour to a minimum, and we thank you in
advance for agreeing to help us out.
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The ACCUTE Professional Concerns Panels

The Professional Concerns committee of ACCUTE will organize three sessions at the annual
conference next year in Saskatoon. We welcome proposals from ACCUTE members on any topic
related to the profession. We also invite proposals related to the following topics. Papers delivered in
sessions sponsored by the Professional Concerns committee are usually about 15 minutes long, and
can draw from experience and express a personal point-of-view. Please send proposals to the Chair
of the PCC, Katherine Acheson, at koa@uwaterloo.ca, by 15 November 2006.

Possible topics:

1. Graduate Student
Professionalization (cosponsored by the Graduate
Student Caucus and the
Canadian Association of
Chairs of English).
Fifteen years after the first
efforts to formally
professionalize graduate
students in English were
begun, it's time to reflect on
the goals, processes, and
outcomes of the practice.
Proposals on any aspect of
professionalization are
welcome: topics could include
what professionalization is or
should be, how it varies from
programme to programme,
how participants value it, what
hiring committee members
think about it, whether and
how it should continue after
graduation, and what it will
look like in the future.

2. "I'm a Writer: I Write" (cosponsored by the Graduate
Student Caucus)
While our profession is very
diverse, what we all have in
common, from Master's
students to Professors
Emeriti, from creative writing
instructors to biographers,
from technical writers to
journalists, is that we write.
How do we identify ourselves
as writers? What challenges
does academic writing pose
that other sorts of writing
doesn't? Is rejection the only
universal? How does a
creative writer teach
academic prose? What
genres of writing do we teach,
how do we teach them, and
why? What opportunities do
new technology (blogs,
multimedia) offer for our
writing? How do the different
kinds of writing we do relate
to each other? Proposals on
any aspect of our lives as
writers are welcome.

3. Public Knowledge
The Congress's theme(s),
Making Knowledge
Public/Making Public
Knowledge, invites us to
consider how we go out in
public (as intellectuals,
teachers and students, in
writing or creative works,
through speeches and
interviews, and so on), how
the public comes to us (by
using the University or
College as community
space, by participating in
conferences and colloquia,
by working on research
projects, by teaching a
course), how we conceive
of what we do as in the
public interest, and how the
public views its interest in
what we do. Proposals on
any aspect of the
relationship between the
public, knowledge, and the
academy are welcome.
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ACCUTE Conference Member-Organized Sessions
Member-organized Sessions:
Again this year, ACCUTE invited interested members to propose member-organized sessions for the
upcoming conference. To have their proposed session considered for inclusion in the 2007 ACCUTE
program at the University of Saskatchewan, organizers had to comply with the following guidelines:
1. Each member may propose no more than two sessions for consideration in any given year.
2. Members must submit a call for papers for their session to the ACCUTE office by 15 August 2006 so
that their CFP can be included in the September Newsletter (submit to ACCUTE@msvu.ca, see CFP
Guidelines below).
3. Members must perform the initial vetting of the papers and proposals they receive. They must write
approximately one paragraph per submission assessing its strengths and weaknesses and they must rank
all submissions they receive, also indicating clearly whether they are recommending acceptance or
rejection. For this reason, members are not permitted to submit to their own sessions.
4. Members must forward all submissions they received, complete with proposals, abstracts, and bio-blurbs,
along with their comments and rankings, to the ACCUTE office by 5 December 2006. ACCUTE will then
arrange for a second vettor to assess all submissions, not just the ones the member has earmarked for
inclusion in her/his session.
Please note that each vettor should recommend a maximum of three or four proposals, enough to fill a
single panel on a given topic. If both vettors determine independently that all submitted papers are of such
outstanding quality as to warrant the addition of a second panel on the same topic, and if they support their
recommendations with a convincing statement of the exceptional qualities that make such a course of
action desirable, ACCUTE may, very exceptionally, agree to a second panel.
5. After receiving notification from ACCUTE, members will contact the submitters and apprise them of
ACCUTE’s final decision.
6. Members will be available to chair their sessions, or will find an alternate to do so, at the date and time
when ACCUTE so designates on its program.
CFP Guidelines for Member-organized Sessions
Organizers of these sessions should ask that one paper copy of papers and proposals, accompanied by
one copy of a 100-word abstract and a 50-word bio-bibliographical note, be sent to them by 15 November
2006. An email copy of the proposal or paper, and the abstract and bio-note, must also be submitted and
forwarded to ACCUTE by 5 December 2006. For electronic submissions, ACCUTE prefers MS Word
attachments.
Organizers should also indicate that submitters must be ACCUTE members in good standing. ACCUTE will
not forward submissions to a second vettor unless submitters are current ACCUTE members.
Proposals should be 300-500 words in length, and should clearly indicate the originality or scholarly
significance of the proposed paper, the line of argument, the principal texts the paper will speak to, and the
relation of the paper to existing scholar-ship on the topic. A “Works Cited” section must also be included.
Completed papers should fulfill these criteria, and should be no longer than 10-12 double-spaced pages.
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ACCUTE Conference Member-Organized Sessions
Tricksters and Transgression, Part I

Tricksters & Transgression, Part II

The various incarnations of the Trickster Figure across a
variety of Canadian cultures suggests its transgressive
nature in terms of sexual ethics, race and ethnicity, and
political hegemony. As Allan Ryan (quoting Lawrence
Sullivan) observes in The Trickster Shift, the “Trickster’s
character and exploits embody the process of ironic
imagination. His dynamism of composition mocks,
shatters and re-forms overly clear structures of the world”
(8). Its various literary and artistic manifestations may
demonstrate the cross-fertilization of Native and nonNative values (examples being Mordecai Richler, Robert
Kroetsch, Gail Anderson-Dargatz, Sheila Watson, Emily
Carr, Bill Reid and Robin Bringhurst), the impositions of
other religious, cultural and political traditions on Native
culture, and the dislocations engendered by such
pressure.

The various incarnations of the Trickster Figure across a
variety of Canadian cultures suggests its transgressive
nature in terms of sexual ethics, race and ethnicity, and
political hegemony. As Allan Ryan (quoting Lawrence
Sullivan) observes in The Trickster Shift, the “Trickster’s
character and exploits embody the process of ironic
imagination. His dynamism of composition mocks,
shatters and re-forms overly clear structures of the world”
(8). Its various literary and artistic manifestations may
demonstrate the cross-fertilization of Native and NonNative values, the impositions of other religious, cultural
and political traditions on Native culture, and the
dislocations engendered by such pressure.

This panel invites papers that work towards defining the
complex, multifaceted role of the Trickster figure in
Canadian cultures, remarking particularly on how it has
been recently appropriated by various non-Native cultural
groups and writers. Why have non-Native Canadian
cultures expressed such interest in this figure? What are
the implications of such crossing over, not only for the
Trickster figure, but for our understanding of its meaning,
function, and role within and outside of First Nations
culture?
Please send your proposal (an electronic version and a
paper copy of approximately 300-500 words), which
clearly states the line of argument and which has a
“Works Cited” section, or a conference-length paper (no
longer than 10 double-spaced pages with a “Works Cited”
section) by 15 November 2006 to:
Linda Morra
The Department of English
University of British Columbia
397 - 1873 East Mall
(Buchanan Tower)
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1
lindam@interchange.ubc.ca
or
Manuela Costantino
The Department of English
University of British Columbia
397 - 1873 East Mall
(Buchanan Tower)
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1
mcostant@interchange.ubc.ca

This panel invites papers that demonstrate how and to
what end the Trickster is revived within various First
Nations cultural groups. Tomson Highway, for example,
uses Weesageechak to evade the obliteration of
Aboriginal identity and culture and to rebuild, in this
instance, a sense of Cree community. Papers may also
consider how this figure has evolved over the past two
centuries in Canada, and how a shift from oral to written
culture may have affected its role within First Nations
cultural groups. What are the implications for the
Trickster figure, and for our understanding of its meaning,
function, and role within First Nations cultural groups?
Please send your proposal (an electronic version and a
paper copy of approximately 300-500 words), which
clearly states the line of argument and which has a
“Works Cited” section, or a conference-length paper (no
longer than 10 double-spaced pages with a “Works Cited”
section) by 15 November 2006 to:
Linda Morra
The Department of English
University of British Columbia
397 - 1873 East Mall
(Buchanan Tower)
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1
lindam@interchange.ubc.ca
or
Manuela Costantino
The Department of English
University of British Columbia
397 - 1873 East Mall
(Buchanan Tower)
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1
mcostant@interchange.ubc.ca
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Canadian Canons Old and New: Teaching a National Literature in a Global Age
The past twenty years has seen the emergence of writers and works that challenge the conventional definitions of
Canadian nationalism and disrupt the canons established in the 60s and 70s when Canadian Literature first became a
discipline in its own right. In many cases, these canons are still being taught in graduate and undergraduate classrooms
today (both in Canada and abroad). We invite papers on teaching Canadian writing in an increasingly diverse literary
climate that respond to one or several of the following questions:
• What responsibilities, if any, do we as teachers of English have to transmit established canons and the understanding
of Canadian identity that underwrites those canons?
• What counts as “contemporary” and how to do we go about integrating contemporary works into existing canons and
curricula?
• How are new and younger writers engaging (or not engaging) questions of nationalism and national belonging? And/or
responding to traditions of writing the nation in Canada?
• Does their response to nationalism affect their status in terms of their presence (or lack thereof) in the Canadian
classroom?
• How are new and younger writers reflecting Canada’s multiple regionalisms?
• Who/what texts count as Canadian? Is this a question that should be debated in an undergraduate course?
• Is it still valuable to position authors in terms of their nationalisms?
• What strategies can we use in the classroom to adapt the traditional canon to the increasing diversity of Canadian
writing?
• Do we need to revisit the previous eras in Canadian Literature in order to reassess the canonization of some writers
and question the marginalization of others?
• How (or do) contemporary Canadian writers fit into a Canadian survey course?
• How do we raise transnational issues such as race, ethnicity, gender, class, and sexuality in the context of teaching
Canadian Literature?
• What is the value of canonicity for Canadian literature in the first place? Does this differ from other national literatures?
If canonicity is still being given clout in the Canadian classroom, why is this the case and should we move away
from this tradition? If so, how? What are the alternatives?
One paper copy of the proposal, accompanied by one copy of a 100-word abstract and a 50-word bio-bibliographical
note, should be sent to Aaron Schneider (aschnei3@uwo.ca) or Karis Shearer (kshearer@uwo.ca) by 15 November
2006. An email copy of the proposal or paper, and the abstract and bio-note, must also be submitted.
Aaron Schneider / Karis Shearer
c/o Department of English
University College, University of Western Ontario
London ON N6A 3K7
Proposals should be 300-500 words in length, and should clearly indicate the originality or scholarly significance of the
proposed paper, the line of argument, the principal texts the paper will speak to, and the relation of the paper to existing
scholarship on the topic. A “Works Cited” section must also be included.

Remember: submitters must be ACCUTE members in good standing.
ACCUTE will not forward submissions to a second vettor unless
submitters are current ACCUTE members.
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Political English

Literary Knowledges and the Canadian Marketplace
A TransCanada project

Abstracts, papers, proposals are invited dealing with
the topic of the politics of English, the relations between
English studies and political views and expression and
discourse, and so on. A variety of questions concerning
the relations between English departments and politics,
come to mind. For example:
How does the structure of the academy determine the
content of the work that is done in the
academy?
How does language reflect political concerns?
What is the social function of English studies and
English departments? Would it matter if they
disappeared?
What is the social function of literature?
Would it matter if English departments were cut?
What is the effect on English studies of the
preoccupation with prestige?
How does the American academy affect Canada? How
do trends and approaches there affect work
done in English departments?
How has the rightward shift in the U.S. affected English
studies?
What does the future hold for English studies?
How do literary texts articulate political concerns? And
are there differences between, for example,
approaches now and in earlier writers? Or
between Canada and the U.S.?
What are the key strategies in current political rhetoric?
Is “survival” a relevant concept to Canadian culture?
Is “postcolonial” becoming an obsolete area of study?
Following submission details above, please send an
electronic proposal by 15 November 2006 to:
Mervyn Nicholson
Department of English
Thompson Rivers University
Box 3010, Kamloops,
British Columbia V2C 5N3
mnicholson@tru.ca

The function of literary and cultural knowledge has been
shifting for a while now, especially so if we see it in light of
what George Yudíce has termed the “resourcification” of
culture. That is, as knowledge is reorganized under global
capitalism in order to serve more purely economic ends, its
social function shifts, reducing the concept of “value” to the
most banal, capitalist sense of the word. This reduction may
well be at work in the production and dissemination of
literature in Canada, but locating it requires making firmer
links between text and context than we might normally allow.
How does free trade, along with the rise of neo-liberalism,
continue to affect the production of literature in Canada?
What impact have recent shifts in retailing and in the “perilous
trade” of publishing (Roy MacSkimming) had on the content
and form of literary works? In what ways are the ideologies
of Canada’s arts funding regimes inscribed in the books that
we read?
Can the literary culture of the Canadian
marketplace be jammed? How do we transform Canada’s
“white civility” into “wry civility” (Daniel Coleman) in the
present-day economically determined cultural contexts?
Given the bottom-line logic of the mainstream cultural
industries, can there still be a space for radical poetics and
politics in literatures produced in Canada? How, in short, are
the material conditions of today’s cultural industries reflected
in the literary works that we, as scholars, submit to our
various reading strategies?
We invite proposals for 20-minute papers on these and
related questions for a panel at the 2007 meeting of ACCUTE
at the University of Saskatchewan. Please send proposals
(up to 500 words) and brief biographical statements (up to
100 words) by 15 November 2006 to the organizers:
Kit Dobson and Smaro Kamboureli,
School of English and Theatre Studies
4th floor, MacKinnon Building,
University of Guelph
Guelph, ON N1G 2W1
kit.dobson@utoronto.ca
smaro@uoguelph.ca
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Academic Hierarchies: Placing Part-time Professors in Post-Secondary Studies
(A Panel Proposed Jointly by the Sessional Caucus, the Graduate Student Caucus, and the Professional Concerns
Committee)
This roundtable discussion will explore the nebulous positions part-time faculty occupy in academia by focusing on the
practical vagaries of the designation of “sessional” and the apparent discrepancies between the ways different institutions
address sessionals’ concerns. In addition to identifying the unique challenges sessionals face, it will identify strategies for
ameliorating those difficulties, offering practical, innovative solutions to the problems inherent in hierarchical professional
environments.
Questions to consider will include whether differing nomenclature (part-time professor, graduate student instructor, sessional
instructor, lecturer, and masters teacher) indicates a different valuing of sessional work and whether practicable innovations
can be conceived that would enable universities to incorporate sessionals into their teaching communities more effectively.
An underlying focus will be on the ways the temporary status of sessional work impacts on sessionals’ teaching praxes.
Ideally, this roundtable will comprise five panelists, each of whom will have approximately ten minutes to present his or her
paper, followed by an informal discussion period. Please submit your 300-word proposal or 1200-word paper, along with a
50-word bio-bibliographical note and 100-word abstract, by 15 November 2006, to Tobi Kozakewich at
kozakewich@rogers.com (MS Word attachments only, please).

Why Such Passion for Pain? Trauma Scholarship
Recent years have seen a kind of obsession with, even a fetishizing of, trauma narratives and images. From accounts of
battering to childhood violation to war experiences, readers, writers, and scholars continue to probe the wounds. Obviously
scholars and writers are seeking something from this material. This panel will explore some of the impulses that move us to
investigate trauma experience.
- Why do we continue to read and write trauma?
- What does it do for those of us “teaching and studying English language and literatures in Canadian colleges and
universities” (as we are described in the ACCUTE mandate)?
We welcome papers that consider the roots of the investigation rather than analyses of trauma/trauma theory itself.
Presentations that work with visual imagery are welcome, and we encourage papers that address the social context of the
work.
- What are the specific contexts of trauma and its representation?
- How do you encounter them in your research?
- Do you study published accounts and/or images, or archival?
Please submit one paper copy of papers and proposals (300-500 words in length), accompanied by one copy of a 100-word
abstract and a 50-word bio-bibliographical note, by 15 November 2006. An email copy of the proposal or paper, and the
abstract and bio-note, must also be submitted to the organizers which will be forwarded to ACCUTE by 5 December 2006.
For electronic submissions, ACCUTE prefers MS Word attachments. Proposals should clearly indicate the originality or
scholarly significance of the proposed paper, the line of argument, the principal texts the paper will speak to, and the relation
of the paper to existing scholarship on the topic. A “Works Cited” section must also be included. Completed papers should
fulfill these criteria, and should be no longer than 10-12 double-spaced pages.
In the first instance, please send proposals via email to both Kadar and Perreault. Paper copies of proposal, paper, abstract
and bio-bibliographical note can be sent to the addresses below, after we have confirmed your emailed proposal.
Jeanne Perreault,
Department of English
2500 University Drive
University of Calgary, T2N 1N4
perreaul@ucalgary.ca

AND

Marlene Kadar
Fine Arts Cultural Studies
Winters College 283
York University
4700 Keele Street
Toronto, Ontario
M3C 1P3 mkadar@yorku.ca
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“Lost Years” in Early Canadian Literature, 1914-1925
The study of early Canadian literature has been reinvigorated in recent years by increased attention from scholars in the
field. David Bentley’s The Confederation Group of Canadian Poets (2004), Nick Mount’s When Canadian Literature
Moved to New York (2005), and the essays collected in ReCalling Early Canada: Reading the Political in Cultural and
Literary Production (2005) reflect the need—and a growing willingness—to recover and reexamine our early literary
heritage.
One of the problems of this recovery and reexamination is determining at what point Canadian literature stops being
“early.” For some, a line can be drawn at 1914, when Canada’s efforts during the Great War propelled it to true nationhood. For others, early Canadian literature ends where modern Canadian literature arguably begins: in 1925, with the
inception of the McGill Fortnightly Review. Interestingly, 1925 also marks the return to Canada of one of the icons of
early Canadian literature, Charles G.D. Roberts, after a nineteen-year absence, a return that might be a metaphor for
late Romanticism’s continued presence in modernist Canadian literature, and at the very least suggests the dangers of
attempting to draw strict lines between periods.
But what about that eleven-year period between 1914 and 1925 itself? Plenty happened in Canada during this time (e.g.
the conscription crisis, universal suffrage for women, the Winnipeg General Strike, and the first exhibition of the Group of
Seven) but what happened in Canadian literature? Although authors from this period have received critical attention,
there has been no focused attempt to treat this eleven-year span as a discrete literary-historical period, one whose
essential character might be summed up in a single word: transition. This proposal invites papers that address authors,
works, or movements that embody the literary and cultural energies of Canadian literary history’s transitional “lost
years.”
Topics might include (but will not be limited to) the following:
·
literature of the Great War
·
the collision and intersection of late-Romantic and Modernist poetics
·
recovering “lost” works and authors
·
early Canadian literature and politics
·
the “New Woman” in Canadian literature
·
changing conceptions of space and landscape
Please send your proposal (an electronic version and a paper copy of approximately 300-500 words), which clearly
states the line of argument and which has a “Works Cited” section, or a conference-length paper (no longer than 10
double-spaced pages with a “Works Cited” section) by 15 November 2006 to:
Dr. Kevin Flynn
Department of English
University of Saskatchewan
9 Campus Drive
Saskatoon, SK S7N 5A5
professorflynn@yahoo.ca
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The Canon on Film
The goal of this session is to investigate interdisciplinarity, specifically between English literary studies and those of film,
and its effects upon the literary canon. Both the practices and ideologies of pedagogy require appraisal when considering the influence of mainstream film (and film studies) upon the literary canon and literary studies generally. This
session is deliberately intended to be broad in scope; however, it will be limited to the representation of what can be/has
been considered canonical literature by mainstream film, as opposed to non-canonical texts, biographies, etc.
Some suggested areas of discussion are:
*Is Hollywood changing the academic canon? Is the film industry using an ancestral canon? Does the security of a
literary text within the current canon – if one subscribes to the idea that there still is a canon – rely upon popular
culture?
*Is cinematic success in part ensured by producing a film based upon a canonical, literary piece? Would a producer of
such a film assume a particular audience (and to what effect)? Are choices within the film industry dependent
upon the academic canon or a popular one?
*How do trends in film and/or literary studies come to be? Is there a mediating step between mainstream film and the
literary canon (theatre, small budget films, etc.)?
*What determines a filmic classic (also as one adaptation of a literary piece versus another)? Can a film based upon a
literary text become relatively more successful than the source (audience determination, breadth, temporal
considerations, etc.)?
*How can one appraise pieces of literature versus Hollywood adaptations in terms of historical representation and
distance? Is the represented accuracy of the period and/or reproduction of the author’s settings a landmark
determination for the academic approval of a film?
*What is the effect of adaptation(s)? Is new life reinstated in the canon when a director/screenwriter portrays texts as
inspirations or is the canon solidified when a film is as true to the text as possible? When representing literature
on film, should the director/film be subservient to the author/text?
*Are interdisciplinary trends in academia reinforced by representations in different media? Pedagogically, academia is
oriented predominantly towards auditory learning (lectures); however, the majority of people are visual learners.
Should films be used widely as supplementary aids in the undergraduate classroom or as the primary source of
the text? In the later case, the medium of representation would be irrelevant in comparison with the ideas (death
of author?) Should an undergraduate who watches all the assigned Shakespearean plays on film, but does not
read any, successfully complete an English literature class on Shakespeare (this raises questions of genre too)?
One paper copy of the proposal, accompanied by one copy of a 100-word abstract and a 50-word bio-bibliographical
note, should be sent to Holly Schnare (studybreak6@hotmail.com) by 15 November 2006. An email copy of the proposal or paper, and the abstract and bio-note, must also be submitted.
Holly Schnare
c/o ICSLAC
210 St. Patrick’s Building
Carleton University
1125 Colonel By Drive
Ottawa, ON K1S 5B6
Proposals should be 300-500 words in length, and should clearly indicate the originality or scholarly significance of the
proposed paper, the line of argument, the principal texts the paper will speak to, and the relation of the paper to existing
scholarship on the topic. A “Works Cited” section must also be included. Completed papers should fulfill these criteria,
and should be no longer than 10-12 double-spaced pages.

17

Congress 2007 : CALLS FOR PAPERS
ACCUTE Conference Member-Organized Sessions
Women Picturing War
We seek papers that investigate the work of women photo/journalists during WWII. Papers on memoirs, travel narratives,
photojournalism, testimonies, journalism are all welcome. Although women produced some of the most lasting images
—think of Margaret Bourke-White’s famous 1945 Life magazine photograph of the men at Buchenwald, dressed in
prison uniforms, dark eyes staring through the wire as the Allies arrive—military policy generally prevented women from
being anywhere near combat zones. Nevertheless, women claimed a very particular place in the annals of WWII
photojournalism. Swiss born photographer Sabine Weiss explained, “Photojournalism had become an alibi, a way
women might see everything, get everywhere, talk to everybody.”
Possible Topics:
Essays might explore the roles women played in shaping public images of the war and of the Holocaust; they might
introduce some little known wartime/Holocaust photo/journalist; they might consider the effect of gender on women
photo/journalist working at the Front, in the war offices, in camp areas; they might ask how particular images become
iconic and analyse the place of gender in that evolution; or they might look at the role of gender in the mass media
representation of atrocities, battle and war.
Please submit one paper copy of papers and proposals (300-500 words in length), accompanied by one copy of a 100word abstract and a 50-word bio-bibliographical note, by 15 November 2006. An email copy of the proposal or paper,
and the abstract and bio-note, must also be submitted to the organizers. These will be forwarded to ACCUTE by 5
December 2006. For electronic submissions, ACCUTE prefers MS Word attachments.
Proposals should clearly indicate the originality or scholarly significance of the proposed paper, the line of argument, the
principal texts the paper will speak to, and the relation of the paper to existing scholarship on the topic. A “Works Cited”
section must also be included. Completed papers should fulfill these criteria, and should be no longer than 10 doublespaced pages.
In the first instance, please send proposals via email to both Kadar and Perreault. Paper copies of the proposal, paper,
abstract and bio-bibliographical note can be sent to the addresses below, after you have had confirmation on your
emailed proposal.
Jeanne Perreault,
Department of English
2500 University Drive
University of Calgary, T2N 1N4
perreaul@ucalgary.ca

AND

Marlene Kadar
Fine Arts Cultural Studies
Winters College 283
York University
4700 Keele Street
Toronto, Ontario M3C 1P3
mkadar@yorku.ca

Image source: http://www.masters-of-photography.com/B/bourke-white/b-w_buchenwald.html
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In 2006, James Frey became the eye of a literary and cultural storm
when his memoir, A Million Little Pieces, a bestselling selection for
Oprah Winfrey’s Book Club, was unveiled as (largely) fraudulent.
Critics, readers and Oprah herself held Frey to account for
disappointing their expectations. At the heart of this controversy is a
promise inherent in the genres of non-fiction: by writing a text
marketed as a memoir, Frey had “promised” to tell the truth, and,
after quite literally buying into this promise, his readers (including
Oprah) felt duped.
The Frey controversy (and Oprah’s disappointment) highlight how
central memoir in particular, and life writing in general, is to
understanding mass culture in North America, and how complex the
connections between identity, truth-telling, and marketing have
become. If we are, as Leigh Gilmore says, living in a “memoir
boom” in North America, what is the relationship between the
production of identities for the market and current ideas about the
self? What happens when identity itself is a cultural product and a
commodity that can be bought and sold? What are the politics of
identity in the marketplace, and why is truth-telling still so important
to the process of telling (and selling) the self?
We invite papers that explore life writing, in any genre or medium,
as a cultural commodity. Topics could include, but are not limited to,
the following: the work that autobiographical narratives do in the
world; how readers read (and misread) these texts; the relationship
between mass produced life narratives and citizenship; the role of
media convergence between printed books, websites, and
television treatments of people’s lives; how life narratives are
produced and circulate as commodities; the role of marketing and
editing of memoirs; the implications of publications from outside the
traditional process, e.g., self-published books or online narratives;
what it means to teach mass-produced life narratives in the postsecondary classroom.
Please send a 300-500 word proposal (including a “Works Cited”
list), a 100-word abstract and a 50-word bio-bibliographic note by
snail mail and e-mail on or before 15 November 2006. You must be
a member of ACCUTE in good standing by the time that you submit
your proposal. Please send all email file attachments in RTF format
or in MS Word format.
Send your electronic copy to:
Laurie McNeill lmcneill@shaw.ca and Julie Rak
julie.rak@ualberta.ca

Want to know more about plans for Congress at the University of
Saskatchewan? Visit the Federation’s website at
http://www.fedcan.ca/congress2007/
Here you’ll find dates, schedules, facts, and much more.

Telling (and Selling) Lives: Life Writing as Cultural Product?

Send your hard copy to:
Dr. Laurie McNeill
Dept of English
University of British Columbia
397 - 1873 East Mall
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z1
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Why Do I Have to Write Like That?"

The Use(s) of Poetry

"Literary criticism" is a baleful genre, overrun with
disinclination and overwhelmed by the dispirited.
And what is more, it is institutionally fraudulent. We
entice students into our discipline through the lure of
pleasurable reading. We then proceed to train them
in the manufacture of tortured analytical documents a perfect example of marketing logic at the level of
"bait and switch". For those of us who are employed
in the English Studies industry, this fraudulence
comprises a necessary self-deception: our careers
depend on our ability to write the kinds of books and
articles that we would never willingly read. For those
of us who are just entering the profession, however graduate students especially - a hope prevails for the
possibility of real professional change. This panel will
examine that hope, preferably in the context of actual
global practice in the general field of "academic
writing" in English Studies. Can one write differently
in "English"? Who has tried to do so, and under what
conditions? What is ventured in the attempt to
revolutionize critical commentary in the discipline?
What is not ventured? Were we to succeed in writing
professional documents differently, who might we
seek to address as we proceed?

In The Use of Poetry and Use of Criticism, T. S. Eliot
asks that we begin with "the supposition that we do not
know what poetry is, or what it does or ought to do, or
of what use it is." This proposed session does not ask
quite that much, but calls for papers that will explore
poetry in relation to historically located formulations of
use, usefulness and uselessness. Proposals for
papers that consider particularly purposive conceptions
or practices of poetry, theories of poetry in relation to
ideas of use, exchange and aesthetic value (i.e. "Push
pin equals poetry", or, "All [poetry] is quite useless"),
the practical and 'real-life' uses to which poetry has
been put (i.e. in private scrapbooks and albums, in
parlor recitation, as broadside arguments during labor
disputes, etc.), poetry as political or sexual persuasion,
poetic theory and practice that positions itself against
any economic notion of use, or other historically
grounded studies about what poetry has done or has
resisted doing, are all welcome.

Please send 300-500 word proposal (with
Bibliography) that indicates the significance and
argument of the proposed paper, and the principal
texts to be discussed. In addition to this proposal,
send a 100-word abstract and a 50-word biobibliographical note. All of these materials must be
sent by 15 November 2006 to:
Stephen Slemon
Professor, English and Film Studies
stephen.slemon@ualberta.ca
Director, Canadian Literature Centre/Centre de
littérature canadienne
3-5 Humanities Centre
University of Alberta
Edmonton, AB T6G 2E5
CANADA

Please send paper and email copies of a 300-500 word
proposal (with Bibliography) that indicates the
significance and argument of the proposed paper, and
the principal texts to be discussed. In addition to this
proposal, send a 100-word abstract and a 50-word biobibliographical note. All of these materials must be sent
by 15 November 2006 to:
Jason Camlot
Associate Professor
English Department LB 501
Concordia University
1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. Ouest
Montréal, Québec H3G 1M8
camlot@vax2.concordia.ca
Your email submissions should be pasted into the
email proper and attached as an MS Word or RTF file.
Please note that you must be an ACCUTE member in
good standing at the time of submission
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Joint Sessions:
Important Information
Persons submitting to one of these sessions should send their submissions directly to the session organizer
according to his or her stated deadlines. As per ACCUTE policy, proposals not selected for the joint session will
NOT be considered for inclusion in the general call. Please note that anyone presenting a paper in a joint
session and who is not a member of ACCUTE must be a member of the partner organization.
Joint Session with the Canadian
Society of Medievalists

Joint Session with the North American Victorian Studies
Association (NAVSA)

Mourning and Melancholy in Middle
English

Size Matters: Scale and Proportion in Victorian Literature
and Culture

This is a curiosity-driven session: what do
we find if we look at Middle English literature
for manifestations of mourning and
melancholy? This panel welcomes
submissions on any Middle English texts,
from any approach.

In a culture turned increasingly toward the outward and the material, the
Victorians often took measurable quantities as indices of value. From
the sheer heft of the three-decker novel to Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s
Great Eastern, the largest steam-powered vessel in the world at the
time of its launch, from the mass of manufactured goods assembled at
the Crystal Palace, to the ever more numerous colonies that made up
the British Empire, the English took enormous pride in the scale and
proportion of their artistic, technological, and political achievements. But
while “the bigger the better” might have become a rule of thumb for
many, others saw the glorification of largeness as a cause for concern.
Thomas Malthus raised alarms concerning the untrammeled growth of
the population, while poets and painters pursing the doctrine of art for
art’s sake produced exquisite miniatures in reaction to the bourgeois
taste for the massive and heavy. Size mattered for the Victorians, and
matter itself was a question of size.

Those submitting should be ACCUTE
members in good standing. Please send your
proposal (an electronic version is acceptable;
300-500 words), which clearly states the line
of argument and which has a “Works Cited”
section, or a conference-length paper (no
longer than 10 double-spaced pages with a
“Works Cited” section) by 15 November
2006 to:
Melissa Furrow
Department of English
Dalhousie University
6135 University Avenue
Halifax NS B3H 4P9
Or by e-mail: Melissa.Furrow@Dal.Ca

Anyone presenting a
paper in a joint session
and who is not a member
of ACCUTE must be a
member of the partner
organization.
.

Proposals are invited for this joint NAVSA/ACCUTE session. Possible
topics include, but are not limited to:
* the three-decker format for novels
* the long narrative poem
* the discourse of growth in the natural sciences
* urban sprawl
* population growth
* the information explosion
* imperial expansion
* mass social movements
* civic architecture and statuary (train stations, city halls, public
memorials, etc.)
* civil engineering (railways, telegraphs, steam ships, suspension
bridges, etc.)
* furniture and interior decoration
* the physical culture movement
* the rational clothing movement
Please send electronic copies of proposals (300-500 words), plus a
100-word abstract and brief biographical statement, to Christopher
Keep (ckeep@uwo.ca) by 15 November 2006. Follow this with hard
copy mailed to:
Christopher Keep
Department of English, University College
University of Western Ontario
London, Ontario, Canada
N6A 3K7
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Joint Sessions with the North American Society for the Study of Romanticism (NASSR)
Romanticism and Experience
This panel invites papers to explore the idea of experience
in Romantic period literature, philosophy, and theory.
Especially welcome are papers that explore the tensions
and problems affecting the classification, organization, and
evaluation of human and non-human experience in
Romantic thought. Topics might include, but are not limited
to:
• defining experience: empiricism, rationalism, materialism
• erlebnis (“lived experience”) and erfahrung (“learning
experience”) in the German tradition
• experience as “experiment” in Romantic science
• experience and its opposites: security, innocence,
naiveté, reason
• living dangerously: risk, adventure, entrepreneurship
• songs of experience: the poetics of trial, experiment, and
failure
• sexual experience and the question of “character”
• religious experience: mysticism, occultism,
supernaturalism
• the Romantic résumé: experience as auto/biography
• managing experience: disciplines and technologies
• vicariousness: living the experiences of others
The topic is intentionally broad: prospective panelists are
encouraged to use their papers as opportunities for crossdisciplinary and cross-method dialogue and debate. Send
proposals (500 words) by 15 November 2006 to Alex Dick,
Department of English, University of British Columbia at
alexdick@interchange.ubc.ca.

Romanticism and the Media
This panel invites papers to consider the media in and of
Romantic period literature and thought. Although
discussion will almost certainly involve print culture,
textuality, and bibliomania to some extent, papers that
examine alternative media beyond text and print are
especially welcome. Topics might include (but are not
limited to):
• military and other communication technologies
(semaphore, telegraph)
• Romantic music and song
• the machine of language
• the book of nature
• media of vision and performance
• sciences of communication and mediation
• the body as a site of information
• numbers and mathematics
• the difference engine and other calculating machines
• white noise and background distortion
Papers might also address the way the technologies of
the later nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first centuries
such as film, television, and the internet have shaped our
understanding of the Romantic period and the
possibilities these new media might hold in store. Also of
interest are papers engaging the post-Romanticism of
media theorists like McLuhan, Ong, Kittler, and Haraway.
Send proposals (500 words) by 15 November 2006 to
Alex Dick, Department of English, University of British
Columbia at alexdick@interchange.ubc.ca.

Aesthetics and Nation in Romantic Theory and Literature
The rise of modern nationalism and the rise of aesthetic theory in the mid to later eighteenth century appear inextricably
intertwined. The nation and the aesthetic are both unstable tropes which exist, in part, to mediate between the universal and
the particular and to make sensuously present that which might otherwise be experienced as an acute lack or as unimaginable.
This common end, perhaps, begins to explain their interdependence. To read one of Kant’s earliest works, Observations on the
Feeling of the Beautiful and Sublime (1764), where Kant openly posits the defining aesthetic characteristics of different
“national characters” (the Frenchman is the beautiful, the Englishman is the sublime, the German is the synthesis of both, etc),
is to glimpse perhaps most explicitly this intertwining of aesthetics and nationalism, but their mutual imbrication is frequently
more subtle if no less forceful. Proposals or completed papers are invited which variously explore the relations between
aesthetics and nation in the theory and literature of the Romantic period. Possible topics to consider might be: why do
particular aesthetic categories such as the sublime appear to function more centrally in nationalist imaginings than others? Are
the politics of the aesthetic different according to the aesthetic category within which a nation is troped: for example the
sublime versus the ironic? What is the function of anthropomorphism (perhaps the aesthetic and nationalist trope par
excellence) in nationalist imaginings?
Please send by 15 November 2006, an electronic version of 300-500 word proposals, or completed 8-10 page papers to:
Adam Carter
Associate Professor
Department of English, University of Lethbridge
4401 University Dr.
Lethbridge, AB T1K 3M4
a.carter@uleth.ca
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Joint Session with the International Gothic
Association (IGA)

Joint Session with the Victorian Studies
Association of Ontario (VSAO)

Gothic Literature and Memento Mori

Victorian Virtual Realities

In such forms as black veils, ghosts, and corpses (animated
and otherwise), classic and contemporary Gothic texts have
been creatively punctuated with emblems of memento mori
and/or engaged with that theme. Nicholas Royle has provocatively underlined how the phrase ”Remember you must
die” gestures, historically, both backwards and forwards. This
is certainly a suitable mantra for the Gothic, a genre born of a
collision between the primitive and the modern. Proposals for
individual or collaborative papers are invited on the idea of
the Gothic and memento mori. Possible topics might include
(but are not limited to):

It often seems that, during the Victorian era, one
couldn’t turn a corner without tumbling into a new
reality or at least running into somebody ready to
describe their own recent travels into some other
dimension. When Marie Corelli published her novel A
Romance of Two Worlds in 1886, she appears not to
have been surprised to find that many fans took
seriously her depiction of ideal Christian love as
extraterrestrial fulfilment via human electricity. She
even appended a selection of their letters to later
editions of the novel as support for the feasibility of
her vision. Keenly encouraging interdisciplinary
scholarship, this panel invites papers that explore the
cultural basis from which various virtual realities
gained popularity during the nineteenth century –
whether they were rooted in the mystical, scientific,
aesthetic, technical, spiritual, or otherwise. We also
encourage proposals that address the ways in which
recent developments in virtual reality, hypermedia
scholarship, and other aspects of the digital
environment can help scholars gain a more holistic
sense of Victorian realities and the ways in which
Victorians perceived them.

• the changing face and meaning of memento mori
conventions/devices/symbols
• theorizing memento mori
• symbolic and literal memorials/ruins
• the Gothic and memorial/death-related genres (Ossian,
graveyard poetry)
• narrative strategies and memento mori
• nightmares and memento mori
• theories of death (medical, spiritual, religious, pseudoscientific, etc.) and the Gothic
• the danse macabre and memento mori
• Gothic memento mori and the visual arts
• figurative and literal death in the Gothic
• good deaths/bad deaths in the Gothic
• Gothic literature and death/mortality manuals (e.g. Jeremy
Taylor’s The Rules and Exercises of Holy Dying,
1651; Edward Young’s Night Thoughts, 1741); Gothic
literature as death manual
• Empire and memento mori
• memento mori in an age of death-defying technology
Please send electronic copies of proposals of approximately
500 words and a 100-word bio by Friday, 1 December 2006,
to Carol Margaret Davison (cdavison@uwindsor.ca) or by
snail-mail to:
Dr. Carol Margaret Davison
Department of English Language, Literature, and Creative
Writing
University of Windsor
401 Sunset Avenue
Windsor, Ontario

Possible topics include, but are not limited to:
* scientific evidence of invisible realities
* the importance of the virtual in domestic and
imperial politics
* new visual technologies of the Victorian era
* drugs, hallucinations, and alternative mental states
* corporeality and shape-shifting
* the impact of new modes of transportation on
conceptions of space
* performing class, gender, and race and re-inventing
the self
* the impact of developments in print culture on
popular views of reality
* digital role-playing and Victorian fantasies
* hypermedia research tools and historical models of
vision
Please send electronic copies of proposals (300-500
words), plus a 100-word abstract and brief
biographical statement, to Dennis Denisoff
(denisoff@ryerson.ca) by 15 November 2006. In addition, a hard copy of these materials can be sent by
mail, postmarked no later than 15 November 2006,
to Dennis Denisoff / Department of English / Ryerson
University / 350 Victoria Street / Toronto, ON M5B
2K3.
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Joint Session with the Society for Digital Humanities (SDH/SEMI)
The Society for Digital Humanities (SDH/SEMI) invites scholars and graduate students to submit proposals for a joint
session addressing computer applications for the study of English literature.
The society would like in particular to encourage submissions relating to the central theme of the Congress–“Bridging
Communities”–or its sub-theme–“making public knowledge/making knowledge public.” Computing in the humanities
already has a strong history of fostering collaboration in areas of research that have traditionally been built on the model of
the solitary scholar. Digital technology has enabled networking and collaboration where logistics were previously
prohibitive, and the digital medium has accelerated dissemination of knowledge and enriched means for delivering
complex and diverse forms of data. The Internet has further taken much scholarly work out of the confines of university
libraries and made it readily accessible to an extensive reading public. While this year’s Congress theme is well suited to
the interests of SDH/SEMI, we encourage submissions on all topics relating to both theory and praxis in the evolving
discipline of humanities computing. Potential topics include, but are not limited to:
Humanities computing as a means of bridging disciplinary communities
The public and the proprietary in electronic publication
Virtual communities
The computer as a generative or analytical tool in humanities research
Humanities computing and pedagogy
Digitizing material culture
Computer supported collaboration
Computer modeling in humanities research
The history and future of humanities computing
Computing in the fine, performing and new media arts
Facility and large project management
There is a limited amount of funding available to support a graduate student panel. Interested applicants should inquire
using the contact information listed below.
Paper and/or session proposals will be accepted until December 15, 2006. Please note that all presenters must be
members of SDH/SEMI at the time of the conference.
Abstracts/proposals should include the following information at the top of the front page: title of paper, author's name(s);
complete mailing address, including e-mail; institutional affiliation and rank, if any, of the author; statement of need for
audio-visual equipment. Abstracts of papers should be between 150 and 300 words long, and clearly indicate the paper's
thesis, methodology and conclusion. All abstracts and questions should be sent electronically to the addresses below:
Brent Nelson, Conference Committee Chair and Local Coordinator (University of Saskatchewan)
nelson@arts.usask.ca
or
Department of English
9 Campus Dr.
Saskatoon, SK S7N 5A5

24

Congress 2007 : CALLS FOR PAPERS
ACCUTE Conference Joint Sessions
Victorian Studies Association of Western Canada
Victorian Epics
If the Victorians considered epic poetry in the Homeric style to be anachronistic and outmoded, they nevertheless
embarked on numerous projects--literary, technological, architectural, imperial, artistic, historical, scientific, etc.--that
were nothing short of epic in ambition and scope. This panel invites proposals on any aspects of the grandiose, the
sublime, the sumptuous, and the sesquipedalian that further illuminate the nineteenth century as an era of
unprecedented aspiration in numerous cultural, social, and scientific fields. Of particular interest are papers that uncover
a self-conscious effort of the part of the Victorians to engage with epic conventions (invocations, elevation, scale, the
supernatural, etc.) in projects that may have had little else in common with poetry. What structures, events, and feelings
may be said to bear the burden of the epic for the Victorians?
500-word proposals along with a one-page cv (that includes e-mail and home/institutional address and phone number);
please do not identify yourself on the proposal, since all proposals are vetted blindly by the VSAWC Executive. Send an
electronic attachment to peter.sinnema@ualberta.ca and hard copies to:
Peter W. Sinnema
President, Victorian Studies Association of Western Canada
Department of English
3-5 Humanities Centre
University of Alberta
Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2E5

Allied Association
Christianity and Literature Study Group
The Christianity and Literature Study Group (one of ACCUTE’s Allied Associations) invites proposals or papers on any
aspect of religion and literature (including pedagogy and critical theory) for its annual Conference at the 2007 Congress at
the University of Saskatchewan.
We also welcome submissions from doctoral students and suggestions for member-organized sessions.
Please send submissions with a brief abstract and bio-bibliographical note (electronic submissions preferred) no later than
15 January 2007 to either of the following:
Dr. David A. Kent
Department of English
Centennial College
P. O. Box 631, Station A
Scarborough, ON. M1K 5E9
dkent@centennialcollege.ca
Dr. Margo Swiss
Department of English
York University
4700 Keele Street
Toronto, ON. M3J 1P3
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ACCUTE Executive Members
Steven Bruhm, President
English Dept., Mount St. Vincent University
Halifax, NS B3M 2J6
steven.bruhm@msvu.ca
(902) 457-6179
Karen Macfarlane, Secretary-Treasurer
English Dept., Mount St. Vincent University
Halifax, NS B3M 2J6
karen.macfarlane@msvu.ca
(902)457-6727
Tobi Kozakewich, Sessional
Representative
English Dept., University of Ottawa
70 Laurier Ave. E.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6N5
kozakewich@rogers.com
Richard Cassidy, President of the
Graduate Student Caucus
Département d’Etudes Anglaises
Université de Montréal
CP 6128, Succursale Centre-ville
Montreal, QC H3C 3J7
richard.cassidy@umontreal.ca
Jo-Ann Wallace, Editor,
English Studies in Canada
English Dept., University of Alberta
3-5 Humanities Centre
Edmonton, AB T6G 2E5
jo-ann.wallace@ualberta.ca

Keith Wilson, Past President
and Representative to the CFHSS
English Dept., University of Ottawa
70 Laurier Ave. E.
Ottawa, Ont. K1N 6N5
kgwilson@uottawa.ca
(613) 562-5800 ext. 1160
Eric Savoy, Member-at-Large
Département de litterature comparée
Université de Montréal
CP 6128, Succursale Centre-ville
Montreal, QC H3C 3J7
ericsavoy@umontreal.ca
(514) 343-7926
Katherine Acheson, Member-atLarge
English Dept., University of Waterloo
200 University Ave. W.
Waterloo, Ont. N2L 1G3
(519) 888-4567
koa@watarts.uwaterloo.ca
Paul Stevens, Member-at-Large
English Dept., University of Toronto
7 King’s College Circle
Toronto, Ont. M5S 3K1
paul.stevens@utoronto.ca
(416) 946-3685

J. Douglas Kneale, President of CACE
English Dept., University of Western
Ontario
London, Ont. N6A 3K7
jdkneale@uwo.ca
(519) 661-2211 ext. 85790
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ACCUTE 2006 Membership Form
 Renewing Member

 New Member

Please print clearly
Member’s Name: ______________________________________________________________
Institution: ___________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address (including department and campus, if applicable): ____________________
_______________________________________________
Phone (work): _________________________
Fax: _______________________

Postal Code: __________________

(home): _____________________________

Email: ___________________________________________

Professional Designation:





Professor
College Professor
Graduate Student
Retired Faculty






Associate Professor
 Assistant Professor
Sessional
Post-doctoral Fellow
 Instructor
Other (Please specify): __________________________

Languages: __________________________________________________________________
Main Area of Specialization: _____________________________________________________
Additional Areas: _______________________________________________________________
Authors: _______________________________________________________________________
Do you want to join any of ACCUTE’s discussion groups?




YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE discussion group!
YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE sessionals’ discussion group!
YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE graduate students’ discussion group!

I enclose:








The regular membership fee of $80
The reduced membership fee of $40 (sessionals, part-time faculty, graduate students, retired faculty,
underwaged)
The household membership fee of $130 for regular members (two memberships, one subscription to ESC).
Please also complete the form on the reverse.
The household membership fee of $65 for reduced-fee members (two reduced-fee memberships, one
subscription to ESC). Please also complete the form on the reverse.
A three-year membership fee (2006-2009) of $205
A three-year household membership fee (2006-2009) of $335
A $5 donation to be directed to the Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences (CFHSS)

Return to:

Karen Macfarlane, ACCUTE Secretary-Treasurer, Department of English, Mount St. Vincent
University, Halifax, NS B3M 2J6
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Additional Information
To Be Completed by Those Applying for Household Memberships


Renewing Member  New Member

Please print clearly
Second Member’s Name: _______________________________________________________
Institution: ___________________________________________________________________
Delivery Address (including department and campus, if applicable): ____________________
________________________________________________
Phone (work): __________________________
(home):______________________________

Postal Code:_________________

Fax: ________________________ Email:
____________________________________________
Professional Designation:
 Professor
Professor
 Sessional
 Retired Faculty

 Associate Professor

 Assistant Professor

 College

 Graduate Student
 Post-doctoral Fellow
 Instructor
 Other (Please specify): _________________________________

Languages: __________________________________________________________________
Main Area of Specialization: _____________________________________________________
Additional Areas:
________________________________________________________________
Authors:
_______________________________________________________________________
Do you want to join any of ACCUTE’s discussion groups?
 YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE discussion group!
 YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE sessionals’ discussion group!
 YES, I want to become a member of the ACCUTE graduate students’ discussion group!
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