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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
First of all, let me begin with some post-conference
greetings. The ACCUTE conference in Fredericton
is more than a month behind us, but the experience
of it still seems fresh. As many of you know, the
conference was terrific. The hosts, University of
New Brunswick and St. Thomas University, were
gracious and welcoming; the overall support,
technically and otherwise, was terrific; and, more to
the point, the papers were, across the board,
splendid. With member-organized and jointorganization sessions that ranged from “Victorian
Failures” (with the Victorian Studies Association of
Western Canada) and “The Shifting Shape of
Literary History in the Early Modern Period” (with
the Canadian Society for Renaissance Studies), to
“Sexology and Literature” (sessions one and two)
and “Vagueness” (sessions one and two), we had a
salient reminder of the scope and interests of our
members. As we did from our individually

submitted papers that came
together into sessions ranging
from Shakespearean tragedy to
Victorian science, from Canadian
gothic to the contemporary
memoir.
As a fully gratifying and
justificatory supplement to such a
span of interest, we had two
polished,
intellectually
provocative, and visually rich
plenaries. The first, by Katie
Trumpener (Yale U), “Modernism
in the Nursery, Modernism in the
Park: Picturing Early Childhood
in London and Paris,” was a
nuanced consideration of the
nurse (in literature and painting)
in the late-nineteenth and early-
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twentieth centuries, arguing for the early
prominence–and multi-facetted symbolic weight–of
the nurse, her subsequent near disappearance, then
reemergence in subtly, recharged ways. The second,
by Steven Bruhm (U Western Ontario), “The
Counterfeit Child,” which was, like Trumpener’s, a
visual and intellectual feast, traced the ways in
which the horror of potentially faux children–those
who merely appear to be children but who carry
enough adult affect to generate fear in parents and
others–offers both a continuation and reversal of
Freud’s family romance. Both plenaries, especially
because they dovetailed so serendipitously, created
spirited conversation throughout the conference.
They were referenced repeatedly by other ACCUTE
presenters, who found both Trumpener and Bruhm’s
ideas to be relevant to a myriad of contexts–not to
mention that everyone felt that the two had set the
bar mighty high for how to present an hour-long
paper with humour, élan, and critical rigour.
The Fredericton conference also involved a
number of other meetings. The reports below reflect
some of the tenor of those meetings: reports from
John Miller, the ACCUTE Secretary-Treasurer
(now, as of our latest AGM ratification, the VicePresident), Michael O’Driscoll (U Alberta), the
editor of ESC, Jason Halsam (Dalhousie U), the
chair of the Committee for Professional Concerns
(CPC), Lisa Vargo (U Saskatchewan), the chair of
the Priestley Prize Committee, Veronica Austen (St.
Jerome’s U), the Sessional Caucus Representative,
and Lynne Evans (Dalhousie U), the Graduate
Caucus
Representative.
Doug
Thorpe
(U
Saskatchewan), retiring President of CACE
(Canadian Association of Chairs of English) is
currently compiling the hiring survey, which will be
included in the next newsletter. Other discussions at
the AGM involved the prospect of putting into place
an ACCUTE conference program committee, to
expedite the turn-around time between the
submission of abstracts and their acceptances and/or
rejections for inclusion in the annual conference; and
to reduce the burden of double-blind vetting on our
members. Many valiant, regular vettors have
requested a change in the current vetting procedures,
and we would like to find a way to streamline the
process.
At the AGM and elsewhere, we also thanked

profusely those who have dedicated themselves to
ACCUTE as members of the Executive, for the past
few years: namely, Jason Haslam (Dalhousie U), for
his work as Member-at-Large for the past two years
and as chair of the CPC; Lisa Vargo (U
Saskatchewan), for her work as Member-at-Large
for the past two years and as chair of the Priestley
Prize Committee; Doug Thorpe (U Saskatchewan)
for his work on the Executive as the CACE
representative; Lynne Evans (Dalhousie U), for her
work as the Graduate Caucus Representative for the
past year. And last, but definitely not least, Heather
Murray (U Toronto), who deserves more thanks than
I can give; who has been a wonderful supporter and
tireless worker for ACCUTE as President Elect,
President, and Past President for the past four years,
and our representative to the Canadian Federation
for Humanities and Social Sciences for the past two
years; not to mention a fabulous mentor and canny
advisor. Many, many thanks to all of those who have
contributed their time and ideas to ACCUTE. If it
weren’t so fraught politically, I’d quote Chris
Brown’s “Beautiful People.” But, as it is, I’ll just
hum a few bars.
The AGM also ratified a number of new
members of the Executive. We welcomed Stephen
Slemon (U Alberta) as the President Elect; Natasha
Hurley (U Alberta) as the next Vice President; Jim
Ellis (Calgary U) as a new Member-at-Large; Clint
Burnham (Simon Fraser U) as a new Member-atLarge; Neta Gordon (Brock U) as the new CACE
President; and Heather Jessop (U Toronto) as the
new Graduate Caucus Representative. An excellent
new slate, who will offer much to our Executive!
As a final note, and thinking about next
year’s conference in Kitchener-Waterloo (at U
Waterloo and Laurier U), I encourage you all to
submit your proposals for member-organized
sessions (by August 15th) to have them posted on the
website. Member organizers of sessions make such a
brilliant contribution to the overall conference
program that I can’t emphasize enough how
important you are. Keep them coming!
Enjoy the end of summer–they’re not the
dog days yet (I hope), but they are, irritatingly,
snapping at our heels.
Nicola Nixon

The results from the Graduate Caucus Survey are in! Download the report at:
accute.ca/gsc.html

ESC REPORT
ESC: English Studies in Canada enjoyed a very
successful year and continues to make progress in
regards to both its production schedule and its
financial status. The following report details those
accomplishments and indicates several initiatives
that are currently underway.
This year we made some key changes to the ESC
Editorial team. After serving with the journal for the
past three years, Rob Appleford is stepping down as
Reviews Editor. We will miss Rob: he’s been a
strong voice on policy and procedure, and he’s been
an exemplary caretaker of his portfolio. Stepping
into Rob’s stylish shoes is Eddy Kent, a Victorianist
in our department who has enthusiastically taken up
the position and brings to the job a strong sense of
the discipline, excellent networking skills, and some
innovative ideas about research dissemination.
We’re also delighted to say that Natasha Hurley
joins us temporarily as a Submissions Editor for the
coming year, before she moves on to assume other
administrative duties. This measure is designed to
ensure timely turn-around on submissions, and her
presence will take some of the pressure off of Cecily
Devereux and Mark Simpson, who will both be on
full-year sabbatical, but nonetheless will maintain
their commitment to the journal.
Over the past year, and in keeping with our stated
goal, the journal produced six issues in total,
bringing us to issue 36.2-3 (June/Sept 2010). This
means that our production schedule is currently eight
months behind—a marked improvement over the
two-year lag we reported several years ago. We will
likely pull back on our production schedule in the
coming year; increased production is costly, stresses
out the editorial team, and requires an increased
submission rate that we cannot sustain. Our
expectation is that we will produce five issues by
May, 2012, bringing issue and calendar dates to
within five months of each other.
During the past year, then, ESC published 24 peer
reviewed articles, 17 Reader’s Forum pieces with 3
introductions, 3 review articles, and 38 book
reviews.
The digital readership of ESC continues to grow at
an impressive pace. Last year we reported over
53,000 downloads of journal articles across our four

digital aggregators (almost tripling the previous
year’s figure of 20,000). In 2010-11, that number
increased by another 36% to a total download figure
of 72,668. These figures indicate that an ESC article
is downloaded, on average, every seven minutes by
readers around the entire globe. Aggregator statistics
indicate that over the past year the relative online
readership is declining in the USA (70-62%),
increasing in Canada (18-25%), and rising slightly
outside of North America (12-13%). As a result of
increased digital access, ESC again recorded a
sizable increase in digital revenues this year.
At our last mailing, ESC shipped to 683 individual
subscribers, all members of ACCUTE. That number
is down almost 100 from the previous reporting
year. For ESC it remains crucial that ACCUTE’s
mailing list remain as up to date as possible and that
the most current membership list is available on each
mailout. This helps to reduce costly returns and
resends that result from lapsed addresses, so please
be sure to update the Association should your
mailing address change!
At our last mailing, ESC shipped to 94 institutions.
That number is down from 120 last year, and
remains consistent with the trend towards digital
subscriptions increasingly held by most libraries.
This is fine by us: aggregator revenues far exceed
those derived from institutional print subscriptions,
and the cost of digital distribution (given that
printing and mailing are not necessary) are
obviously far less. The net result is very much in
ESC’s favour.
ESC reported on its finances at this year’s AGM in
Fredericton, and noted that this past year we were in
a small surplus situation, and that despite declines in
royalties and institutional subscriptions. On the
positive side, our digital revenue again saw
substantial gains—a rise of 43% over the previous
year. In the longer term, our digital revenue has
quadrupled since 2007.
The costs of producing two extra issues were
expected to be substantial, but we managed to limit
those costs by reducing expenditures on several
fronts. We produced two double issues, which are
relatively economical; we’ve stopped producing

issues in excess of 150 pages (300 pages for a
double issue); and we reduced our print run from
1000 copies to 900 copies, a shift made possible by
decreasing institutional subscriptions and ACCUTE
memberships. Printing and mailings costs, as a
result, declined. General postage costs were slightly
higher than usual; this can likely be attributed to
both increased production and to more activity in our
Book Reviews area. ESC’s aging computer hardware
and software have been long overdue for an update,
and this year we deployed almost four-thousand
dollars to those needs, which puts to work some of
the additional “transition” funds provided to us
during the last SSHRC cycle.
As stated in previous reports, our primary financial
goals have been to fund our increased production
rate and to re-establish ESC’s contingency fund to
its 2006 level of $40,000, or approximately twothirds of our annual production costs. The fund, at
the time of reporting, stood at $35,323.61. That
contingency fund is designed to ensure the continued
operation of ESC should any of its primary revenue
sources fall under threat (SSHRC being, perhaps, the
most precarious), and I’m pleased to say that we are
now in a reasonably secure position. Any excess
revenue in the coming year will be used to return
that fund to its historical level and to continue our
accelerated rate of production.
ESC has a number of other initiatives under way.
We’re looking into liability coverage in tandem with
the ACCUTE Executive, refining our indexing

presence in order to bring more readers to the
journal, and developing a back issues digitization
program. The journal’s application to the next
SSHRC funding cycle is now under consideration,
and we expect to hear the results of that this coming
fall.
ESC’s next special issue is already in process. EAB
Member Mervyn Nicholson (Thompson Rivers
University) is guest editing an issue marking the
centenary of Northrop Frye’s birth in 2012. CFP’s
have been issued and invitations extended; the
deadline for submissions was July 15, and we expect
to see the issue in print by the end of the year, or
January 2012 at the latest. We are currently
reviewing other proposals for special issue 38.1, but
would warmly welcome further solicitations.
The Editors of ESC look forward to another
successful year, and would like to thank the
Executive and Membership of ACCUTE for their
ongoing support. Special thanks to our Guest
Editors, Authors, and Peer Reviewers.
Please remember that the success of this journal
depends on the active contributions of all of the
members of our academic community. Encourage
your colleagues, at every stage of the profession,
to submit their best work to us, and please do so
yourself!
Michael O’Driscoll, Editor

CPC REPORT
The Committee for Professional
Concerns continued its second year by building
on what was accomplished in the first. This
year, we organized two professional concerns
panels for the 2011 conference. These sessions
were “The Corporate University” and “Situating
Sessionals,” the latter of which was co-hosted
by the ACCUTE Sessional Caucus and co-

organized with the Sessional representative,
Veronica Austen. Obviously these topics are
related, as we continue to cope with hiring
freezes or slow-downs for full-time and other
positions at many universities. I would like to
thank all of the presenters for their willingness
to participate, especially since many of them are
actively involved in other aspects of the

ACCUTE conference and Congress as a whole.
In addition to the panels, members of the CPC
also held a meeting at Congress, in which we
discussed the central item of the transition to a
largely new executive, and the possibility of
shrinking the size of the committee. These
discussions have been turned over to the new
CPC chair, Clint Burnham, who I would like to
thank for continuing on the committee and for
taking on the responsibility of chairing it.
I will close by saying that it has been a
deeply informative, often challenging, as often

fun, and very rewarding two years as CPC chair
and as member-at-large on the Executive, and I
would like to thank all of the committee
members and the two ACCUTE executives I’ve
worked with for making it a truly wonderful
experience, and I look forward to the continued
emphasis on professional concerns as ACCUTE
and the CPC moves forward.
Jason Haslam
Member-at-large and Chair
ACCUTE Committee for Professional Concerns

SESSIONAL REPORT
This year presented similar difficulties in
cultivating a strong sessional caucus as I believe
have been faced in the past. Sessional members
are, of course, often too over-stressed with
teaching responsibilities to attend our annual
conference and/or do not have the institutional
support for conference travel.
Nevertheless, I am happy to say that we did
have a larger attendance at the caucus meeting
and our “Situating Sessionals” professional
concerns panel resulted in a very productive
discussion. Our main concern as we continue
forward into next year is increasing the level of
support sessionals feel from their tenure track
and tenured colleagues. For example, a key
observation coming out of our “Situating
Sessionals”
panel
was
our
audience
demographic. Though there was some confusion
regarding the scheduling of this panel, it is still
important to note that those in the audience
tended only to be those who were currently
employed as sessional labour or those who had a
great deal of experience as sessional workers
before their current tenure track or tenured
appointments. Unlike the other professional

concerns panel, “The Corporate U,” our panel
did not attract an audience of our more senior
colleagues or those in administrative positions.
Since the working conditions experienced by a
department’s sessional work force are key
measures of the health of a department,
discussing the experiences of sessional
employees should remain a vital concern for
ALL members interested in the state of our
profession.
As such, I will be working this year to improve
the visibility of our concerns, particularly by
seeking to forge a better connection between our
caucus and CACE. Since the trend in higher
education seems to be towards less tenuretrack/tenured positions and a heavier and
heavier reliance on sessional employees, I hope
that all members of ACCUTE will think
carefully about the many potential ramifications
of this situation, not only for themselves and
those working sessionally, but for our
undergraduate and graduate students as well.
The fact that the higher education system
exploits its sessional work force should not be a
fact so normalized that we become apathetic to
it. We need your attendance at discussions

regarding issues that affect the sessional work
force and hope to see more of you taking an
active part when ACCUTE next hosts such a
forum regarding sessional issues.
Of course, in the meantime, should anyone wish
to contact me (vjausten@uwaterloo.ca) to share
your concerns and/or to discuss issues facing
sessionals in our work places, I’d be happy to
hear from you.
Veronica Austen

PRIESTLEY PRIZE WINNER
Volume 35 (2009)
The Priestley Prize for the best essay appearing in
volume 35 of English Studies in Canada goes to
Kirsty
Robertson
(Assistant
Professor
of
Contemporary Art and Museum Studies, University
of Western Ontario) for "Threads of Hope: The
Living Healing Quilt Project." Her essay appeared in
ESC 35.1, Special Issue, Aboriginal Redress, edited
by Jennifer Henderson and Pauline Wakeham, a
collection of original approaches to the “unfinished
work of reckoning with colonial injustice” which
work “to invigorate discussions of redress for
Aboriginal nations in Canada” (35.1, 23).
Robertson’s essay is recognized for its originality
and breadth of vision, presenting sophisticated ideas
with exemplary clarity. The essay is organized
using aspects of quilt-making (fabric, pattern,
piecing, and binding) to read residential school
experience; the moving testimonials bring in other
voices in the name of being true to the collaborative
project it explores. Its nuanced argument moves
from relevant anecdotes to thoughtful critiques of
nation and the false fabric of national identity, while
contextualizing the Living Healing Quilt Project and
other quilting memorials.
The judges wish to offer an Honorable Mention to
Laura Moss (Associate Professor, Department of
English, University of British Columbia) for

"Hesitating Readers: When The Turn of the Screw
Meets Disgrace in the Classroom" from volume
35.2-3. The essay offers an unconventional and
provocative meditation on teaching and reading
postcolonial literature that takes readers through a
series of complex and original ideas with clarity and
purpose.
Professor Carole Gerson, FRSC
University Professor
Department of English
Simon Fraser University
Professor Karen MacFarlane
Associate Professor and Chair
Department of English
Mount Saint Vincent University
Professor Lisa Vargo
Department of English
University of Saskatchewan
Member-at-large, ACCUTE Executive

SECRETARY-TREASURER’S REPORT
Below is a copy of the financial report as presented at the 2011 AGM in Fredericton.

ACCUTE FINANCIAL REPORT 2010-2011

REVENUE

2010-2011
Memberships

30,130.00

Membership donations

2009-2010
46,149.86
465.00

Canadian Federation of Humanities and Social Sciences
Rebate
Outreach

11,010.00

8,331.76

1,000.00

2,000.00

750.00

500.00

Advertising
Concordia -- office and operating

7,500.00

Bank Interest

1.25

3.34

$14,376.00

8,874.36

TOTAL REVENUE

64,767.25

66,324.32

Subvention to English Studies in Canada

11,205.00

17,125.00

5,568.68

5,786.72

250.00

250.00

Executive (travel, teleconference)

3,199.92

2,262.18

Conference (FRHSSC deductions, miscellaneous)

4,612.15

759.26

21,435.60

18,940.00

Plenary

3,871.24

3,395.65

Office

1,921.91

667.19

Printing

2,948.68

2,736.16

46.59

26.16

55,059.77

51,948.32

9,707.48

14,376.00

Balance forward

EXPENSE
Canadian Federation of Humanities and Social Sciences dues
Priestley Prize

Salaries/Benefits

Bank charges
TOTAL EXPENSES

BALANCE

The fiscal year begins on 1 May, and hence this statement records revenues and expenses from 1 May, 2010 to 31 April,
2011. Decreased revenues are consistent with drops in membership in other associations, although we are working hard to
recover the losses. Increased expenses are partly due to the move of the ACCUTE office to Montréal, and setting up a new
office.
DONATIONS TO CFHSS
2010-2011

125.00

2009-2010

465.00

The membership form offers members the opportunity to make a $5 donation to the Federation. Many members this year,
however, chose to contribute to the subvention fund launched to subsidize memberships for the unemployed:

MEMBERSHIP SUBVENTION FUND 2010-2011
Received

3,485.00

Debit

40.00

BALANCE

3,445.00

ACCUTE administers a grant from SSHRC to subsidize travel costs for members presenting papers at the annual Congress,
following guidelines listed on the ACCUTE web page. The statement below represents the budget for the 2010 Congress at
Concordia.
SSHRC TRAVEL ACCOUNT 2009-2010
RECEIPTS

Balance forward
Interest

DEBITS
BALANCE

16229.48
0.43

Total

16229.91

Travel

15469.83
760.08

Respectfully submitted,
John Miller

