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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
Manina Jones, Western University 

It’s a strange experience this year, reading and 
rereading the proposals for presentations at 
ACCUTE’s annual conference, prepared and 
submitted as they were in timely fashion before the 
November 1st deadline. Who could have known what 
would happen in the short time between early-
November 2016 and February 2017? The 
#ubcaccountable controversies, and debates around 
the author Joseph Boyden’s cultural identifications 
went public in an unprecedented way.  The 
staggering fallout from the US election on November 
8th, with Trump’s immigration and refugee ban, 
along with dire threats to arts funding in the US, and 
free intellectual exchange in/among universities on a 
global scale continue to reverberate. And the 
unspeakable hate-fueled violence and loss of life at 
the Centre culturel islamique de Québec brought the 
implications of xenophobia home to Canada. All 
these events throw a shadow over the thought-
provoking scholarly work of our members. They also 
highlight its importance. Indeed, they heighten my 

own sense of the urgent necessity to reinforce 
intellectual communities across national, 
geographical, cultural, and philosophical lines. The 
recent informed discussion in relation to such issues 
by my colleagues on social media that I’ve followed, 
the women’s march, demonstration of solidarity 
with Muslim neighbours, and candlelight vigil I’ve 
attended with colleagues in recent days and weeks, 
and the expressions of concern from coworkers 
about making the classroom a safe and productive 
space for students to air their concerns and develop 
their ability to engage thoughtfully and with 
compassion have been inspiring. All these responses 
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strengthen my sense of the importance of activating 
virtual, personal, professional, and institutional 
networks. ACCUTE is one such community, one in 
which we have the opportunity to foster debate, 
cultivate respect, and act responsibly as members 
and active participants in our disciplinary forums and 
well beyond.  
 
ACCUTE’s annual conference, to be held at The 
Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences at 
Ryerson University in Toronto, is just one place such 
important conversations can take place. Our plenary 
speakers will certainly set the tone. George Elliott 
Clarke (U of Toronto), Canada’s Parliamentary Poet 
Laureate, is a particularly apt speaker. His talk, 
“Poets Revisioning the Constitution: Duncan 
Campbell Scott, F.R. Scott, E. Pauline Johnson, and 
A.M. Klein”, co-hosted with the Association for 
Canadian and Quebec Literatures and the Canadian 
Association for Commonwealth Literature and 
Language Studies, will undertake a re-reading of four 
iconic Canadian poets and their representations of 
and responses to the données of Canadian civil 
rights, from the vantage point of Canada’s 
sesquicentennial. These writers’ diverse 
commitments to participation in the public sphere 
and the shaping of Canadian identities in their 
poetry, policies, and practices, have been both 
powerful and controversial. A public intellectual/ 
artist himself, Dr. Elliott Clarke will reflect on the 
responsibility and challenges of serving as the 
Parliamentary Poet Laureate during the 
sesquicentennial year.  
 

ACCUTE is also fortunate to host a plenary by Sherryl 
Vint, Director of the Speculative Fictions and 
Cultures of Science program at the University of 
California Riverside. As we reflect on the last 150 
years of Canadian culture at Congress, Dr. Vint’s 
plenary will contemplate the next 150 years as 
envisioned by our speculative writers and 
filmmakers. Dr. Vint’s timely talk, “Canada 2167”, 
will consider the crucial role speculative fiction plays 

in envisioning social change, allowing us to imagine 
alternatives to contemporary conditions and 
cultivate hope in times of duress.  
 
Many of you will have heard that the Federation and 
Ryerson have reshaped the Congress theme to 
acknowledge the traditional territories on which 
Canada is located: “The Next 150, On Indigenous 
Lands.” Thanks to our Local Arrangements 
Coordinator Irene Gammel, ACCUTE will be teaming 
up with Ryerson’s Modern Literature and Culture 
Research Centre for a special exhibit at Congress 
called Contested Lands: Canadiana at 150. It will be 
in the MLC Gallery, across the street from the 
Congress hub  (the former Maple Leaf Gardens).  
    
VP Madeline Bassnett will tell you a bit more about 
our board-sponsored panels in her report below, so 
for now I’ll note that in addition to our annual Round 
Table with the Canadian Association of Chairs of 
English, and sessions hosted by ACCUTE’s Committee 
on Professional Concerns and Contract Academic 
Faculty Rep (see below), we have some exciting joint 
panels lined up to connect ACCUTE’s scholarly 
network with related associations in Canada and 
beyond. We’ve joined forces with the Association of 
Canadian and Quebec Literatures for a panel on the 
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changing academy, in memory of Herb Wyile; the 
Canadian Association for American Studies, for three 
panels on futurity; the Canadian Comparative 
Literature Association, for a keynote on Ibsen in 
China; the Canadian Society for Digital Humanities, 
for a session on copyright and one on precarity; the 
Canadian Philosophical Association, for a session on 
attention and imagination; the Christianity and 
Literature sub-group, for a panel on war, trauma and 
healing; the North American Victorian Studies 
Association, for a discussion of  Victorian form; the 
North American Society for the Study of 
Romanticism, for two panels on nations and 
community; the International Gothic Association for 
papers on Gothic Objects; the Canadian Shakespeare 
Association, for a panel on Shakespeare and Canada; 
and the Victorian Studies Association of Ontario, for 
a round-table on “the anniversary” in Victorian 
Britain (on the VSAO’s 50th anniversary!). Details will 
appear on our preliminary program, which will go 
live later this month.  
 

Speaking of the conference, take advantage of 
Congress’s Early Bird Registration, in effect until the 
end of March, and special accommodation rates. If 
you are presenting or chairing a session at Congress, 
have a look at ACCUTE’s new “Best Practices” guides 
for panel chairs and presenters. We put together 
these tip sheets in response to conference attendees 
who thought a clearly articulated set of guidelines 
would be helpful. We’ve also posted the Federation’s 
guide to giving accessible presentations.  
 

Last, the London ACCUTE office has a good news/bad 
news announcement. The good news: Stephanie 
Oliver, our wonderful Office Coordinator at Western, 
has accepted a tenure-stream position at the 
University of Alberta at Augustana.  Warm 
congratulations and best wishes to Stephanie -- and 
compliments to Augustana for making such a great 
choice. As you’ve probably guessed, the bad news is 
that we have find someone to fill Stephanie’s shoes 
after Congress 2017. The search is in process.  

 

 

GREAT NEWS: ACCUTE TEAM, 2018-2020 

After careful consideration, and following the procedures handed down to us from previous executives, the 
ACCUTE Board is pleased and proud to announce its nominee for ACCUTE’s President-Elect for the 2017-18 year, 
thereafter to serve as President from 2018-20. Jennifer Andrews from the University of New Brunswick has 
graciously agreed, and her department has been generous in putting together the package of institutional support 
necessary to create a new home for ACCUTE in 2018, when our term at Western expires. On the “New Brunswick 
Ticket” as Vice-Presidential nominee is Elizabeth Effinger. Our recommendation will be presented as a nomination 
by the Chair at the next Annual General Meeting, for ratification by ACCUTE membership. 

 

Jennifer Andrews is Professor in the Department of English at the University of New 

Brunswick.  A member of ACCUTE since 1993, she served as Department Chair (2013-

2016) and on the executive of CACE (Canadian Chairs of English), was co-editor of 

Studies in Canadian Literature for a decade (2002-2012), and has been a member of 

various SSHRC and ASPP committees, as well as a delegate to the MLA.  Jennifer co-

authored Border Crossings: Thomas King’s Cultural Inversions (UTP, 2003) and wrote In the 

Belly of a Laughing God: Humour and Irony in Native Women’s Poetry (UTP, 2011).   Her 

current SSHRC-funded research project examines Americans 

who write about Canada. 

Elizabeth Effinger, Assistant Professor of English at the University of New Brunswick, has 

published widely in British Romanticism. Some of her work appears in ERR; Queer 

Blake; and Blake, Gender and Culture. Currently, she is completing a book that 

explores the relationship between Romanticism and critical posthumanism. She is co-

editor (with Chris Bundock) of Bodies of Horror: William Blake’s Gothic Imagination, the 

first extended study of Blake’s relationship to the Gothic (under contract with 

Manchester University Press). Elizabeth is the outgoing Newsletter Editor for the North 

American Society for the Study of Romanticism (NASSR).  

http://congress2017.ca/register
https://accute.ca/accute-conference/best-practices-for-presenters-and-chairs/
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ACCUTE turns 60 this year! In 1957, 82 faculty members from across the country met at the University of 
Ottawa Learned Society meetings to create a national association. Membership was $1. Celebrate with 
us at the Annual Celebration of Research at Congress on Monday, May 29th from 3:30-5 pm (location 
TBA). Do you have memories or photos of the early days of ACUTE/ACCUTE? Thoughts about the next 60? 
Please share them at info.accute@gmail.com. 

MEET CONGRESS 2017 LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS COORDINATOR  

IRENE GAMMEL 

Meet Irene Gammel, ACCUTE’s Local Arrangements Coordinator for Congress 2017. Dr. 

Gammel is Professor of English and holds the Canada Research Chair in Modern Literature 

and Culture at Ryerson University. She is also the director of the Modern Literature and 

Culture Research Centre at Ryerson. Author and editor of thirteen books, including the 

internationally-acclaimed Baroness Elsa: Gender, Dada and Everyday Modernity: A 

Cultural Biography (2002), Dr. Gammel has served as president of the Canadian 

Comparative Literature Association, editorial board member of Canadian Literature, and co-

chair of the L. M. Montgomery Institute. In 2009, she was elected a fellow of the Royal Society 

of Canada. ACCUTE is hugely indebted to Irene for taking on the role of LAC. 
     photo credit: mlc.ryerson.ca 

VICE PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE   
Madeline Bassnett  

The year has begun on a grim note with Donald 
Trump’s inauguration and the ensuing cascade of 
repressive and exclusionary executive orders. But as 
Manina’s eloquent report reminds us, forging links 
among our multiple and inclusive communities 
establishes the groundwork for further resistance 
and solidarity. ACCUTE’s work of bringing Canadian 
academics together during Congress is an integral 
part of building those networks and connections that 
will make us all stronger. 

     
The Ryerson Congress, with the revised theme of 
“The Next 150, on Indigenous Lands,” and the 
opportunity it gives us to meet and discuss the 
sudden challenges to the international exchange of 
ideas, will be key to moving forward together. The 
ACCUTE program promises to be nothing short of 
stellar. We’ve received and applied for funding for 
our plenary speakers, Sherryl Vint and George Elliot 
Clarke, and we’ve already confirmed several 
wonderful and timely Board-Sponsored panels. 
These sessions include: a commemoration of former 

ACCUTE member Herb Wyile’s work on the folk 
paradigm and Atlantic Canada; an innovative trans-
Atlantic roundtable organized by the British Society 
for Library Studies focused on museum studies and 
the intellectual histories of science; and further 
roundtables on Indigenous ethics in the classroom, 
co-sponsored by the Indigenous Literary Studies 
Association and Canadian Association for 
Commonwealth Literature and Language Studies; 
the role of public scholarship in the humanities; and 
the future of interdisciplinary Victorian studies 
(hosted by the Victorian Studies Association of 
Ontario). Be sure to sign up for the ACCUTE blog: 
beginning in March, you’ll get a chance to read more 
about each of these board sponsored panels. We’ll 
look forward to ILSA starting us off with a post on 
what promises to be a dynamic and necessary 
intervention in pedagogical practice. For the dance 
party, we’ve been lucky enough to book the Jazz 
Bistro, which promises to be a fabulous spot.  

 

Besides Congress planning, we’ve got several other 
projects on the go. Thanks to student assistants Hanji 

https://accute.ca/accute-blog/
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Lee and Natalie Wong, we’ve updated the Campus 
Reps list and begun to compile a comprehensive list 
of contacts from Canadian colleges. We’ll be 
reaching out to relevant departments, inviting them 
to advertise job listings on the ACCUTE website. It’s 
been a challenge to come up with this information; 
it’s not always easy to navigate college websites and, 
especially, to find the department where English or 
writing courses might be housed. Please help us to 
further flesh out this list by sending contact 
information for chairs/heads/admin staff for 
departments with which you have connections.   

 

We’ve also been inspired to think about re-
introducing multi-year memberships, thanks to a 
helpful Federation webinar on the topic of 
association recruitment and retention strategies, led 
by Canadian Sociological Association Executive 
Administrator Sherry Fox. A second very appealing 
idea that came out of this webinar is the introduction 
of an award for the best conference paper given by 
a graduate student. This would be a wonderful way 
to further support and encourage the many grad 
students who find a home for their work in ACCUTE.  

 

In closing, keep a lookout for an ACCUTE email 
regarding your paper acceptance this month, and 
we’ll look forward to sharing further details about 
the conference in early March.  

 
THE ANNUAL ACCUTE DANCE PARTY 
Monday, May 29th at The Jazz Bistro 
251 Victoria Street, Toronto - jazzbistro.ca 
 

… the most relevant thing to say in an article about 

the Association of Canadian College and University 

Teachers of English at this particular historical 

moment is that we dance.    - T.L. Cowan 

 

COORDINATOR’S MESSAGE 

Stephanie Oliver 

 

The past few months were busy at the ACCUTE office 
as we continued to learn the ins and outs of running 
such a dynamic organization. In the fall, we built on 
the Halifax office’s membership drive by reaching 
out to inactive members by email. We welcomed 
back some members and, thanks to a brief exit 
survey, we gained some fresh insights into why some 
members choose not to renew. The ACCUTE 
membership currently stands at a healthy 560 
members, and the data gleaned from the surveys will 
help shape recruitment and retention going forward.  
 

In the fall Manina and I also attended a Conference 
Planning Meeting in Toronto. After getting some 
insider tips from Local Area Coordinator Irene 
Gammel, we explored the residence buildings (a 
short walk from the main conference venues), 
scouted out potential conference spaces (the AGM 
room is a must-see), and nailed down an excellent 
dance party venue (the soirée at the beautiful three-
floor Jazz Bistro promises to be one of epic 
proportions)! 
 

 
Sept. 2016: Stephanie at Congress planning meetings at Ryerson’s 

Mattamy Centre (aka Maple Leaf Gardens), which will be the 

Congress 2017 hub. 

Visit%20Jazzbistro.ca
jazzbistro.ca
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Conference planning, of course, has been one of our 
biggest tasks to date. The online submission system 
- now in its third year - worked well for streamlining 
the general pool submission process. We received 
158 proposals for the general pool, 30 proposals for 
member-organized panels, and 15 proposals for 
jointly-sponsored panels. We sent proposals out for 
external vetting over the winter break and want to 
send a huge THANK YOU to everyone who took the 
time to vet - we couldn’t do it without you! We have 
now finished reviewing vetting reports (thank you to 
Manina for managing the newsletter this quarter as 
I organized responses!) and we are now working on 
putting together an exciting conference program. 
We will be sending emails regarding the status of 
proposal submissions by the end of February. Also 
mark your calendars: Congress registration is now 
open, so take advantage of Congress early bird rates 
by registering before March 31. 
 

Also, don’t forget to follow the ACCUTE blog, 
Twitter, and Facebook page for updates on the 
conference, job postings, news of members, and 
other opportunities. If you have something to share, 
just email info.accute@gmail.com! 

ESC TRANSITION UPDATE 
Mike O’Driscoll and Mark Simpson, University 
of Alberta 
 

As many ACCUTE members already know, ESC: 
English Studies in Canada is in the midst of a major 
transition. The journal will be moving from the 
University of Alberta to Western University on July 1, 
2017. After caring for and nurturing the journal for 
the past fifteen years, this is a momentous occasion 
for the team at Alberta, and a major new 
commitment for the new editors at Western, who 
have a steep learning curve and much work ahead of 
them. The handover is already underway, and the 
two teams are coordinating the move of archives and 
finances while laying plans to pass along the fine arts 

of managing submissions, cultivating reviews, 
coordinating production, and reaching our 
worldwide readership in the most effective and 
sustainable ways. Here are the incoming members of 
the new editorial team: 

 Allan Pero, Editor 

 Joanna Devereux, Reviews Editor 

 Janelle Blankenship, Associate Editor 

 Michael Fox, Associate Editor 

 Mark McDayter, Associate Editor 
 

We’re looking forward to sharing our experience 
with Allan and his colleagues, and to watching them 
take the journal in new and exciting directions. Our 
readers should look forward to more news and 
celebration at the ACCUTE 2017 gathering in 
Toronto. 
 

 

COMMITTEE ON 
PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS 

Veronica Austen, University of Waterloo 
 

I opened Facebook the other morning (yes, I know, 
that was my first mistake) to news of another crisis 
in postsecondary education: further attempts to 
eliminate tenure in the United States. The reasoning 
for these attacks on tenure are predictable: the 
professoriate is overly privileged and should not 
enjoy such protections when no one else does. Of 
course, this clichéd way of thinking remains utterly 
blind to the real conditions of postsecondary 
education. Privileges exist side-by-side with 
exploitative working conditions, and even amongst 
those who do enjoy the privileges of job security, 
crushing workloads and expectations abound. To be 
privileged, whether to be falsely deemed so by the 

 

 

facebook.com/groups/accute/ 

facebook.com/accutecaf/ 

@ACCUTEnglish 

@accutecaf 

http://congress2017.ca/register
mailto:info.accute@gmail.com
https://accute.ca/membership-benefits/
facebook.com/groups/accute/
facebook.com/accutecaf/
http://www.accute.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/accute/


 

7 

 

Winter 2017 NEWSLETTER 

 
public or to actually enjoy such privileges as job 
security and adequate pay, does not always feel like 
privilege (particularly in a cold, bleak, ‘SSHRC 
deadline approacheth’ kind of January, but I 
digress. . . ). 
 

For me, the weight of ‘how do we make it better?’ 
looms ever-present these days. How can ACCUTE’s 
Committee for Professional Concerns (CPC) play a 
part in fighting our various good fights? Enacting real 
change is a perpetual goal, our seemingly Sisyphean 
task. It’s a bit like those days of writing when after 4 
or 5 hours all you have to show for it is 50 usable 
words, or to use the long math: 30 words + 36 + 400 
– 82, then divide by two because half is more 
relevant for another project, then minus 175 and cry 
just a bit before adding back in 33 half-decent words 
from your discards file. Achieving real change, much 
like the process of writing, is seemingly all about fits 
and starts, frustrations and failures.  

 

And yet, there it is again, a faint but persistent tune: 
‘Inch by inch, row by row, gonna make that garden 
grow’ creeps into my brain (thanks, Mom!), and I 

circle back to the hope that those fits and starts still 
add up to something. Even if all the CPC musters is 
one person sharing a small-scale solution or idea that 
then becomes another person’s strategy for change, 
these ‘small mechanics’ (I’m stealing Lorna Crozier’s 
words) still matter. I hope.  

 

So, please join us at the conference where this year’s 
CPC panels frame themselves around ideas of 
balance. “Academia and Families” will query how 
we can create work places that are more supportive 
of work/life balance and, in particular, of one’s 
commitment to family, in whatever form that may 
take. “Enrollments in Graduate Programs” will ask 
how we can balance institutional demands to recruit 
more graduate students with the reality that overly 
high enrollments in Ph.D. programs have produced 
the current academic job market where our graduate 
students are being trained largely for precarious 
academic work and/or for jobs outside of the 
professoriate. What is the tipping point between too 
large and too small a cohort of graduate students?  

 
Hope to see you in May! 

 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: Nominations are now being accepted for two Member-at-Large 

positions, to serve from June 2017-19. One will serve as the Chair of the Committee for Professional Concerns, 
and the other as Chair of the Priestley Prize Committee. Contact: info.accute@gmail.com Deadline: April 30th, 

2017, to be elected at the Annual General Meeting on Monday, May 29th.  

 

CONTRACT ACADEMIC FACULTY REPRESENTATIVE

 

Ross Bullen, OCAD University 

 
Last October, at the Canadian Association for 
American Studies conference in Fredericton, I had 
the honour of appearing on a panel titled “Academic 
Insecurities” with former ACCUTE CAF 
Representative Erin Wunker (Acadia) and Geordie 
Miller (Mount Allison). It was an ideal opportunity to 
talk about issues that matter in academic labour with 
friends and colleagues, including many conference 
attendees who were not necessarily aware of the 
challenges faced by CAF in Canada. I hope to 
continue this important conversation in two CAF-
themed panels at this year’s ACCUTE conference. 

 
The first such panel, which I am co-organizing with 
Geordie Miller, is called “Professional Duties 
without a Profession,” and will ask how the labour 
crisis that defines post-secondary institutions has 
affected the professional duties and priorities of 
contingent academic labourers who effectively lack a 
profession. The second panel is a roundtable that I 
am organizing with GSC President Kala Hirtle 
(Dalhousie). We will assemble a panel of graduate 
students and CAF, who will discuss the transition 
from doctoral work (TAships, RAships, sessional 
teaching) to the precarious world of contract 
teaching. I look forward to an ACCUTE conference 
full of productive discussion about academic labour 
and precarity. See you there!

mailto:info.accute@gmail.com
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Clara B. Joseph has published The Face of the Other (Interactive Press) 

“Clara Joseph has written a tough, emotive book in which the self’s ‘brokenness / dances to 

the edge’ of another consciousness. Fittingly, these linked poetic meditations about facing the 

other do not flinch in the face of hard subjects, but instead look at them long in the eye. The 

poems meditate upon darkness – racism, sexual violence, abject poverty. Yet the book calls 

us not only to ethical action, but also to a celebration of everyday life in all its lyricism and 

connection. ‘Feel my cheek for the alphabet,’ the speaker beckons. Reader, these pages hold 

intense beauty and solace. Accept their invitation.”  

- David Goldstein, York University. 

 

Erin Wunker has published Notes from a 

Feminist Killjoy: Essays on Everyday Life (Book Thug). It is a Quill and Quire 

2016 Book of the Year Selection and 49th Shelf Most Anticipated Fall 2016 Non-

Fiction Preview Selection 

“If a feminist killjoy was to keep a notebook, scrawl down her thoughts and feelings as they 

come up, record her memories, her readings, and leave traces of herself as she is intertwined 

with others, then you might end up with a book rather like this one. Erin Wunker’s Notes from 

a Feminist Killjoy takes up the figure of the feminist killjoy as a site of political potential, and as 

a life method, a way of handling situations that are difficult and demanding: from becoming a 

mother, living in a gendered body, to dealing with rape culture. This book offers a powerful 

plea for a feminism that is willing to kill any joy that derives from inequality and injustice. All 

feminist killjoys will want this book on their shelves!” 

- Sara Ahmed, former director of the Centre for Feminist Research and professor of Race and 

Cultural Studies at Goldsmiths (London), and author of Living a Feminist Life 

 

Leilei Chen has published Re-Orienting China: Travel Writing and Cross-

Cultural Understanding (University of Regina Press) 

Re-Orienting China moves beyond the imperialist implications of the travel writing genre, and 

instead shows how travel writing can function as a genre of cultural translation. Addressing the 

transformation that results from interacting with Chinese otherness, Leilei Chen shows how being 

exposed to cultural difference may engender a genuine interest in the other and spark a 

rediscovery of self. With close readings of writings by Jan Wong, Jock T. Wilson, Peter Hessler, 

Leslie T. Chang, Hill Gates, and Yi-Fu Tuan—all travellers to post-1949 China—the book 

acknowledges the separation between home and abroad but also looks for connections and 

commonalities. In the context of today’s globalized world, Re-Orienting China embraces the 

possibility of productive engagement with Chinese otherness and imagines what balanced 

relationships across borders can look like. 

 

  

http://bookthug.ca/shop/books/new-books/notes-from-a-feminist-killjoy-essays-on-everyday-life-by-erin-wunker/
http://uofrpress.ca/publications/ReOrienting-China
http://ipoz.biz/portfolio-single/the-face-of-the-other/
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Madeline Bassnett has published Women, Food Exchange, and 

Governance in Early Modern England (Palgrave).  

This book is about the relationship of food and food practices to discourses and depictions 

of domestic and political governance in early modern women’s writing. It examines the texts 

of four elite women spanning approximately forty years: the Psalmes of Mary Sidney 

Herbert, Countess of Pembroke; the maternal nursing pamphlet of Elizabeth Clinton, 

Dowager Countess of Lincoln; the diary of Margaret, Lady Hoby; and Mary Sidney, Lady 

Wroth’s prose romance, Urania. It argues that we cannot gain a full picture of what food 

meant to the early modern English without looking at the works of women, who were the 

primary managers of household foodways. In examining food practices such as hospitality, 

gift exchange, and charity, this monograph demonstrates that women, no less than men, 

engaged with vital social, cultural and political 

processes. 

 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 
Thanks to Julie Roy, Head Librarian at the Archives and Special Collection at 

the Morisset Library, University of Ottawa, where ACUTE/ACCUTE’s archives are 

held, we’ve uploaded some early issues of the ACCUTE newsletter to our 

website. The newsletter pictured is the earliest issue on record, from 1975. Its 

cover shows Paul Fleck (Western), F.E.L. Priestley (U of Toronto), Carman 

Priestley, and Bruce Lundgren (Western) at the Faculty Club at the University of 

Alberta in May 1975, where ACUTE honored the work of F.E.L. Priestley. 

ACCUTE’s annual Priestley Prize, which recognizes and acknowledges the best 

essay published in our scholarly journal English Studies in Canada over the past 

year, honours F.E.L. Priestley’s legacy. Click the image to read the tributes of his 

colleagues. 

 

 

https://accutecanada.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/acutenews_1975-05.pdf
http://www.palgrave.com/us/book/9783319408675
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ACCUTE Membership 

It Benefits You; It Benefits Our Profession 
 

ACCUTE’S  MISSION 

To promote the interests of those teaching and researching in the various fields of English Studies in 
Canadian colleges and universities by facilitating the dissemination and exchange of research and 
the exploration of professional issues, by organizing scholarly and professional meetings, by seeking 
to improve working conditions, by representing and promoting the scholarly and research interests 
of members before such bodies as provincial and federal granting agencies, and by supporting the 
interests and aspirations of members entering the profession. 
 

AS AN ACCUTE MEMBER, YOU GAIN: 

o Four print issues annually of cutting-edge scholarship from ESC: English Studies in Canada , the 

nation's leading generalist journal in the discipline and a global force in multidisciplinary humanities 

scholarship (ESC is downloaded more than 80,000 times per year in over 80 countries); 

o A direct political voice in one of the largest and most recognized humanities associations in Canada; 

o Membership in the Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences (CFHSS), which 

lobbies on our behalf to SSHRC and the Federal government; 

o Eligibility for travel funds to present at our annual conference, where scholars from around Canada 

and the world discuss research, teaching, and professional concerns, and where experts from 

across all areas and methodologies of English studies can offer you new insights and areas of 

inquiry; 

o The right to propose conference panels (all papers are anonymously peer-reviewed); 

o Access and the right to submit to the quarterly ACCUTE Newsletter, with articles about scholarly and 

professional concerns, as well as advocacy documents and surveys and data on the profession; 

o Access and the right to submit to ACCUTE’s social media (Facebook and Contract Academic Faculty 

Caucus Facebook, Twitter @ACCUTEnglish and @ACCUTE_CAF) and its blog English Matters, which 

builds on our advocacy voice and opens space for discussion, promotes  your Calls for Papers, and 

provides our well-known jobs list of academic and other pertinent employment opportunities. 
 

 

YOUR ACCUTE MEMBERSHIP SUPPORTS THE PROFESSION: 

o ACCUTE advocates for improvements to working conditions in the Canadian academy, including issues 

related to Contract Academic Faculty; 

o We developed a best practices document regarding contract faculty employment, which was 

unanimously supported by the Canadian Association of Chairs of English and sent to English 

departments across Canada; 

o Working with CFHSS, we are lobbying SSHRC regarding our members’ research needs; 

o ACCUTE is regularly consulted by CFHSS, SSHRC, and other agencies regarding professional and 

scholarly policy matters, including, recently, open-access policies, metrics, and other issues; 

o ACCUTE’s presidents and board members address universities, colleges, government, 

government agencies, and national forums on pressing scholarly and professional issues. 
 

 

 

 

Membership in ACCUTE is ... a chance to be part of conversations and initiatives that 
help nourish and protect intellectual interests while promoting the public interest in a 
robust and diverse Canadian academy. ... No one should miss that opportunity. – Len 
Findlay, Distinguished Professor, University of Saskatchewan  

  

http://www.esc.ualberta.ca/
http://accute.ca/archive/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/accute/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=accute%20contract%20academic%20faculty%20caucus
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=accute%20contract%20academic%20faculty%20caucus
https://twitter.com/accutenglish
https://twitter.com/accute_caf
http://accute.ca/accute-blog/
http://accute.ca/category/english-matters/
http://accute.ca/category/english-matters/
http://accute.ca/category/non-accute-cfps/
http://accute.ca/category/job-postings/
http://accute.ca/2014/03/03/contract-academic-faculty-in-canadian-departments-of-english-a-best-practices-checklist/
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

The ACCUTE Board of Directors 

Manina Jones (President) 
Madeline Bassnett (Vice-President) 
Ross Daniel Bullen (CAF Caucus Rep) 
Kala Hirtle (President, Graduate Student Caucus Rep) 
Veronica Austin (Member-at-Large, Prof. Concerns) 
Laura Robinson (Member-at-Large, Priestley Prize) 
Brenna Clarke Gray (Member-at-large) 
Jason Haslam (Past President) 
Mike O’Driscoll (Co-editor, ESC) (ex-officio) 
Mark Simpson (Co-editor, ESC) (ex-officio) 
Jacqueline Jenkins (CACE President) (ex-officio) 

Allan Pero (Guest, incoming ESC Editor) 

The ACCUTE Office 

Stephanie Oliver (ACCUTE Office Coordinator) 

With thanks… 

The ACCUTE office runs only with the help of the ACCUTE board and 
past offices, as well as the support of Western University’s 
Department of English and Writing Studies and the Faculty of Arts 
and Humanities. 
 
We especially want to thank ACCUTE’s members.  Thank you for 
your support, and please don’t forget to renew your membership.  
It’s quick and easy, and you can do it online! 

http://accute.ca/membership-renewal/

