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Ah,
Spring,
when
the
accumulated burdens of the
Winter term – lectures,
grading, regular committee
meetings, consultations with
students – seem to fall away
one-by-one, replaced by that
budding, sweet, ineffable
sense of euphoria that you
know full well is self-delusion,
and which will soon blossom into full-blown terror in
the face of teaching summer courses, staying on top
of student work that keeps coming in, conducting
research, tackling writing projects, and preparing for
conferences. Do savour the real satisfaction that
comes from all that important work, and relish the
moments of end-of-term relief whenever you can,
however fleeting they may be.
As it happens, the London ACCUTE office has been
fueled by pre-conference anticipation (let’s not call it
panic) all year. If you’d like to get a sense of what a
hive of conference-organizing activity the ACCUTE
office is in January and February, for instance, check
out the collection of photos on page 8 of this
newsletter; they show the London office members
working on the complex and fascinating task of
putting together the pieces of the Post-It Note puzzle
that became our association program. We like to
think of this as a work of collaborative collage art, a
kind of score that will have its inaugural performance
when ACCUTE members gather in Toronto this
month to share their research, participate in
workshops and roundtables, explore Toronto, and
enjoy each other’s company.
There’s no question that Congress 2017 is going to
be a lively and stimulating event. In columns below,
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Madeline Bassnett, Stephanie Oliver, and Kala Hirtle
touch on some high points. I’ll remind you to keep
the Congress-wide open events on your radar: these
include as CFSSH’s amazing Big Thinking sessions
(scheduled at lunch, so you won’t have to miss a
minute of ACCUTE panels); Career Corner activities
for both academic and non-academic professional
pathways; Ryerson’s diverse and engaging range of
events, speakers, and things to see and do; and a
variety of Indigenous and Reconciliation-themed
programming, including ACCUTE’s own collaborative
panel on pedagogy with ILSA and CACLALS.
If you don’t already
follow ACCUTE’s blog,
Twitter
feed
(@ACCUTEnglish), or
Facebook page, now’s
the time to start. Don’t forget to Share your
#ACCUTE #congressh experience during Congress,
and follow along, no matter where you are.
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for the social sciences and humanities, and affirms
the need for greater diversity and inclusion in
research. It recommends support for coordination
and collaboration across granting councils, targeted
funds for multi-disciplinary and international
collaborations,
and
substantially
increased
investments in independent investigator-led
research, as well as injections of new funding to the
CRC program. Federal Minister of Science Kirsty
Duncan and cabinet colleagues are reviewing the
document.

Budget 2017 & the Naylor Report
There isn’t much strikingly new to report in the 2017
Federal budget. After the last largely “good news”
budget in 2016, this cautious but constructive
budget held ground, and kept its terms broad,
pending the release of the Naylor Report (see
below). It offered no new base-budget funding to the
federal granting councils and no increases for the
Canada Foundation for Innovation. The budget
awards funding 25 “Canada 150” Research Chairs
over the next eight years; these may be assigned
across the sciences and humanities. Funding for
them comes from shifting resources already
allocated to the Canada Excellence Research Chairs
program. Other positive news of note includes fresh
funding to improve access to post-secondary
education for Indigenous students, and expanded
eligibility for student grants for part-time students
and students with dependent children. The budget
allocates $221M in new funding to Mitacs, a
national, not-for-profit organization, to develop
work-integrated
learning
experiences
for
undergraduate students. This is a funding
opportunity ACCUTE members might use to develop
student internships and community partnerships.
Investing in Canada’s Future: Strengthening the
Foundations of Canadian Research Report (aka the
Naylor Report) is an independent assessment of
federal research system by a blue-ribbon panel led
by C. David Naylor, former president of the
University of Toronto. It was released on April 10th,
after the budget, and is billed as “Canada’s
Fundamental Science Review.” This important
document by-and-large takes seriously the
recommendations of the CFHSS Advisory Task Force
(which included ACCUTE members Susan Brown and
Julia M. Wright), and as such is to be welcomed. The
Naylor Report advocates for the creation of an
oversight body to coordinate and provide
supervision of granting councils, in lieu of the option
of merging them. It attends to questions of balance

VICE PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
Madeline Bassnett, Western
As spring blossoms here in
London ON, we’re beginning
the
count-down
to
Congress. Our program is
now complete, so if you
haven’t had a chance to
check out the fantastic lineup of papers and events,
now’s the time. Because of
the
many
excellent
proposals we received this year, panels will be
starting at 8:45 on the first day, so please make
an effort to come out and support your
colleagues, students, and friends. On your way,
swing by the ACCUTE table, which you’ll find
between rooms 204 and 205 in the Victoria
building. Coffee, tea, and juice will be available
at 8:30 each morning of the conference as an
extra incentive to get you out of bed.
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As always, we have a vibrant selection of
board-sponsored, member-organized, and open
submission panels, as well as roundtables and
sessions
organized
by
ACCUTE

look to the future in her talk, “Canada 2167,”
and George Elliot Clarke, to the past, in “Poets
Revisioning the Constitution.” Open to all, as
well, is ACCUTE’s Annual General Meeting.
Scheduled on Monday afternoon, the meeting
will be followed by the Celebration of Research,
where you’ll find both food and drink. We hope
to see everyone at the ESC Bash on our opening
night, and the Dance Party that follows the
Celebration of Research.
As you’re finalizing your own plans for
attending the conference, don’t forget that
childcare is available if you’re thinking of
bringing the kids. Services are available for
children 0-12 years old, and registration must be
completed by May 12. Remember to pack your
water bottle: Ryerson is a bottled-water free
zone, and we can all do our small part to limit
our contributions to plastic bottle pollution. If
you’re a first-time presenter, or if you’ve
volunteered to chair a panel, ACCUTE’s Best
Practices guide can be found on our website. For
those acting as chairs, we encourage you to
open with an acknowledgement of traditional
territory, in keeping with the Congress theme:
“On Indigenous Lands.” We’ve provided a
version of the Ryerson acknowledgement in the
Best Practices link, and you can find statements
(along with pronunciation guides) here.
Over 300 people have already registered for
the ACCUTE conference, and we look forward to
sharing a busy and stimulating four days with all
of you in only a few weeks. Safe travels, and see
you in Toronto!

committees
and caucuses. If
you’re
interested
in
the
public
humanities,
come and check out “Public Humanities: New
Cultures of Scholarship,” on Sunday morning; if
you want to learn more about pedagogical
concerns, plan to attend the ILSA-ACCUTECACLALS joint roundtable on “Indigenous
Protocols and Pedagogies,” or “Teaching for
Millennials: The 21st c English Lit Classroom.” If
historical periods are your primary focus, think
about starting the conference off with “Witches,
Shepherds and Queens,” or “Romantic and
Victorian Anthropocene Visions” on Saturday
morning; attend the jointly organized NASSR
and NAVSA panels on Saturday and Sunday, or
the IGA “Gothic Objects” session on Monday
afternoon. If you’re looking for a discussion of
the profession, keep an eye out for panels
organized by ACCUTE’s Committee for
Professional Concerns (CPC), as well as our
Contract Academic Faculty (CAF) and Graduate
Student Caucus (GSC) panels. If you’re a
member of the GSC, a CAF instructor, or one of
our Campus Reps, plan to attend the scheduled
lunch meetings, where you can pick up a
sandwich and reconnect and strategize with
others.
However you organize your schedule, you
won’t be lacking for choice. But we hope you’ll
all choose to attend the plenaries, both of which
take up the Canada 150 theme: Sherryl Vint will

Ryerson Modern Literature and Culture Research Centre
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COORDINATOR’S MESSAGE

Please note that all presenters must register
for both Congress and the ACCUTE conference
(if you haven’t registered yet, you can do so by
clicking here). To streamline the registration
process at Congress, please ensure that your
ACCUTE membership is up-to-date (to renew
your membership, click here). If you are
presenting a paper on a general pool or
member-organized panel, you must be an active
member of ACCUTE. If you are presenting on a
joint association panel, you must be an active
member of either ACCUTE or the joint
association.
After visiting the Congress Hub, stop by the
ACCUTE registration table (located outside
Room 204/205 in Ryerson’s Victoria Building)
to grab some coffee, check in, and pick up your
print copy of the ACCUTE program. Most
ACCUTE panels will be held in the Victoria
Building (VIC – please note that this is a Ryerson
building), with some sessions in the new Student
Learning Centre (SLC). The ACCUTE plenaries will
be held in Heidelberg (HEI), and joint panels will
be held in the Victoria Building, Heidelberg, Kerr
Hall West (KHW), and Kerr Hall East (KHE). For an
official Congress map of Ryerson’s campus and
full acronym list (as well as an interactive
Google map), click here.
In addition to our amazing plenaries, panels,
and roundtable sessions, the ACCUTE
conference will feature a number of not-to-bemissed social events, all either on campus or a
five minute walk from Ryerson. On Saturday,
everyone is invited to attend ESC’s annual
celebration, “Bash On!”, at 3 Brewers (275
Yonge Street, just south of Dundas) beginning at
5:30 pm. On Sunday, drop by the Planetary
Noise book launch and 40-year retrospective of
Erín Moure’s work, featuring drinks and a
reading by Moure (5-6:30 pm, Vic 304). Sunday
is also your chance to mix and mingle with other
member associations at the President’s
Reception, which begins at 5 pm in the Mattamy
Athletic Centre. On Monday, mark your calendar
for the Annual General Meeting at 3:30 pm in
Ryerson’s Oakham Lounge (Oakham 223), where

Stephanie Oliver, Western
The final “draft” of the
ACCUTE conference program
for Congress 2017 is available
online here. Thank you to
everyone who volunteered to
chair a panel! We will post the
final “official” version of the
program, along with speaker
bios and paper abstracts, on
the ACCUTE website in the coming days. Hard
copies of the final program will also be available
at the ACCUTE registration desk, and will include
any important last-minute changes (be sure to
double check the room numbers in our final
program, as some rooms may have changed).
The final program will also include information
about our sponsors, our hosted and allied
conferences from the Christianity and Literature
Study Group (CLSG) and Association for
Research in Cultures of Young People (ARCYP),
other ACCUTE-sponsored events at Congress,
and additional items of interest.
So what happens when you arrive at
Ryerson? First, you’ll want to pick up your access
badge, Congress program, and other materials
The best accessible entrance for the Oakham
Lounge is through the Student Campus Centre
(SCC; 55 Gould). Those who require access to
this entrance should take the elevator in the
SCC to the second floor and cross over to the
Oakham House. For more information on
accessibility, click here.

from the Congress Registration Desk in the
Congress Hub at the Mattamy Athletic Centre
(MAC), aka Maple Leaf Gardens (open 7:30 am5 pm). The Mattamy Athletic Centre will also be
the site of the President’s Reception (details
below), Congress Expo, the Information Centre,
Career Corner sessions, the Media Room, and
more.
4
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we will bring you up to speed on all things
ACCUTE. Following the AGM is the annual
Celebration of Research (also in Oakham
Lounge), where we’ll announce the winner of
the Priestly Prize for best ESC article. We’ll also
raise a glass to recent publications by members
(mailto:info.accute@gmail.com if you’d like
your book to be featured) and ongoing graduate
student work. There will be displays by our
amazing sponsors, Broadview Press, Coach
House Press, and Ryerson English. And of
course, don’t forget about the annual ACCUTE
Dance Party at the Jazz Bistro (251 Victoria
Street). Doors open at 6 pm for those interested
in having dinner or drinks before the dancing
begins. DJ Steven Bruhm starts spinning at 8 pm!

Thanks to ESC’s support of ACCUTE’s office
operations, we will be offering travel funding
support for eligible graduate students, contract
academic faculty, and other under-waged
members who present at ACCUTE. We hope to
again offer up to 50% of travel costs (i.e. airfare,
train, gas for driving), depending on the amount
of support requested and funds allowing. Travel
fund application forms will be available at the
ACCUTE desk and emailed out to ACCUTE
presenters after the conference (please keep
hard copies of itemized receipts to submit with
your application).
The countdown is on - see you in Toronto!

BOARD NOMINATIONS
The ACCUTE office has received two nominations each for the two Member-at-Large positions
(serving from June 2017-19). A brief statement from each candidate will be circulated. There
will be an anonymous paper ballot at the AGM to elect a Board Member to serve as the Chair
of the Committee for Professional Concerns, and a second to serve as Chair of the Priestley
Prize Committee. Huge thanks go to Laura Robinson (MUN Grenfell) and Veronica Austen
(Waterloo) who have been absolutely stellar members of the executive for the last two years.
Member-at-Large Nominees: Priestley Prize Chair - James D. Gifford (Farleigh Dickinson), Mark McCutcheon
(Athabasca); Professional Concerns Chair - Lee Easton (Mt. Royal), Rashwan Ramadhan Salih (Salahadin U-Erdin)
5
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Grad Students! We’d like to highlight your work
at ACCUTE’s Annual Celebration of Research.
Send a PowerPoint slide with your thesis topic,
name,
supervisor,
and
institution
to
info.accute@gmail.com by May 15th. You don’t
have to be attending Congress to contribute.

Roundtable: “From Student to Sessional:
Preparing for Precarity” - Monday, May 29th,
1:45-3:15 pm, Victoria Building 204). As in past
years, three of our main goals have been to
secure campus representatives for all
institutions with graduate programs in English;
to have the GSC campus representative position
become an elected one to further help make the
GSC part of all graduate societies, foster ACCUTE
membership, and encourage future application
to the ACCUTE CFP; and to gather data from the
represented institution so that we can provide a
better picture of the trends across Canadian
universities and colleges, which impact graduate
students. We also hold our AGM at the
Graduate Student Caucus Meeting every year
where we present the survey data, provide a
free lunch, and elect our new executive (Sunday,
May 28, 12:15-1:30pm, Victoria 302). If students
are interested in becoming GSC campus
representatives or want to pitch themselves for
one of our executive positions, we suggest
coming to our Meet and Greet to talk to past and
present executive members and come prepared
to the Grad Student Caucus Meeting. We are
looking for campus representatives from the
following institutions:

GRAD CAUCUS MESSAGE
Kala Hirtle, Dalhousie
This year the ACCUTE GSC has
been very busy planning
events and trying to gather
more data and campus
representatives. We are
pleased to announce that we
will hold our second annual
Grad Student Pub Night
Meet and Greet (Saturday,
May 27, 2017 at 8 pm,
Bedford Academy, 36 Prince Arthur Avenue),
and have organized two panels (Annual
Graduate Student Caucus Roundtable: “SelfCare and Precarity” - Sunday, May 28, 1:45 pm3:15 pm, Victoria 302; Joint CAF-GSC

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
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University of Lethbridge
Simon Fraser University
University of Northern British Columbia
Memorial University of Newfoundland
McMaster University
Trent University
University of Ottawa
University of Windsor
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team have done to make the journal the thriving
success it is. We are enormously grateful to all of
them.
We are now in the midst of setting up an office
space for the Journal Coordinator, and to house the
41-year archive, which will soon be ready to ship
from the University of Alberta. In addition, we are
hiring a new Journal Coordinator to replace the
dazzling Laura Schechter. We hope to have the new
coordinator in place in time for Congress 2017.
As this process continues, we are very much
enjoying working with the current ESC team, who
have pledged their continuing support and expertise
in making the transition as smooth and as stress-free
as possible. We are looking forward to producing the
first “Western” issue of ESC in December 2017.

ESC TRANSITION REPORT
Allan Pero, Incoming ESC Editor,
Western
Jo Devereux (our incoming
Book Review editor) and I
made a fun and fact-filled trip
to Edmonton in early March.
Mike
O’Driscoll,
Mark
Simpson, Cecily Devereux
and Laura Schechter not only
offered us their hospitality,
but were very generous and
organized in helping us wrap
our minds around the
practical, economic, and
intellectual
elements
underpinning the day-to-day operation and
production of ESC. Inspired, we came home armed
with many handouts, schedules, facts and figures, all
of which point to how much Mike, Mark, and their

The ACCUTE office received a
message from a recently retired
philosophy professor at Collège
Montmorency in Laval, QC who
wishes to donate his science-fiction
collection, preferably in toto, to a College or
University in Canada with a robust science-fiction
curriculum or something close to it. The collection
comprises about 1650 novels, mostly in pocket form
and in English, which he began acquiring as a
student in the late 1960's. If interested, contact
André Rocque at andre.rocque@uqtr.ca.

ACCUTE AT 6O: FROM THE ARCHIVES
What’s in an acronym? How ACUTE became ACCUTE…
Marjorie Garson’s “ACUTE: The First Twenty-Five Years, 1957-1982,” a text prepared in
pamphlet form in 1983 and reprinted in ESC: English Studies in Canada in December 2008
describes a Sunday in June 1957, when ACUTE came into being: “Eighty-two teachers of
English from across Canada met with the Learned Societies at the University of Ottawa
and voted to continue to meet on an annual basis as a nation-wide professional
organization.” Garson indicates that records of the one-day event showed a meeting charged by the
sense that this was “a profession at the crossroads, becoming aware of itself and of its challenging
future” (24). The name, she writes, “was altered at the last moment – whether from CAUTE or CUTE is
not entirely clear – and it seems to have been Professor [Northrop] Frye who suggested the
rearrangement of the initials into their present memorable acronym” (24). Others attribute the acronym
to Roy Daniells.
7

The original members are a Who’s Who of the history of discipline; many of their names still resonate in
scholarship today, and continue to make themselves felt through the legacy of their publications and
students. They included: H.J. Alexander, R. Baker, Munro Beattie, C.L. Bennett, Earle Birney, Roger J.
Bishop, Claude Bissell, J.B. Black, William Blissett, G.L. Brodersen, R.D. Chambers, D.R. Cherry, Fred
Cogswell, J. Colosimo, Leo A. Cormican, Donald W. Cross, Roy Daniells, D.J. Dooley, Lloyd G. Duchemin,
A.T. Elder, George Falle, H.G. Files, P.F. Fisher, Northrop Frye, David Galloway, James Gray, G.C. Haddow,
Joyce Hemlow, V. Hopwood, J.T. Jones, R.F.B King, A.M. Kinghorn, C.F. Klinck, H. Kreisel, W.C. Lougheed,
Alec Lucas, J.R. MacGillivray, M.H.M. MacKinnon, Millar MacLure, Jay Macpherson, C. Fred MacRae, A.E.
Malloch, H.V. Mallon, Elias W. Mandel, Paul Marcotte, M. Mary Agnes, Dalton McGuinty, H.M. McLuhan,
Hugo McPherson, Edmund Morrison, Dorothy S. Murphy, Alison M. O’Reilly, Desmond Pacey, M.G. Parks,
F.E.L. Priestley, W. Robbins, A.M. Ross, Malcolm Ross, Flora Roy, A.A. Ryan, F.M. Salter, Rupert Schieder,
J. Percy Smith, M.B. Smith, Ian Sowton, J.M. Stedmond, M.W. Steinberg, R.M. Stingle, W.G. Stobie, Leo
E. Stock, G.M. Story, R.H. Strachan, Walter E. Swayze, W.K. Thomas, Clarence Tracy, J.O. Turner, Alastair
Walker, M.G. Wanamaker, M.T. Wilson, Gordon Wood, A.S.P. Woodhouse.
In a December 1991 column in the ACCUTE newsletter, then-President
Shirley Neuman eloquently accounted for the reasons behind the name
change from ACUTE to ACCUTE (supported by 92% of membership),
incorporating a second C for Colleges in the Association’s name, in order
to highlight “the welcome [the association] extends to college as well as
university teachers of English and its gratitude for the contributions both
make to its activities.” Indeed, as Neuman recognized, college teachers
had played a role in the organization since its inception and by 1991 “the
hierarchy of activity once used to distinguish college from university
professors has largely broken down;” the boundaries between teaching
and research that might once have been used to uphold that hierarchy
“have proven tenuous constructions in the first place.” Click on the
newsletter to read the full account.
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NEWS OF MEMBERS
All book descriptions are from the publisher’s website.

Celebrity Cultures in Canada, edited by Katja Lee and Lorraine
York (Wilfrid Laurier University Press)
Celebrity Cultures in Canada is an interdisciplinary collection that
explores celebrity phenomena and the ways they have operated
and developed in Canada over the last two centuries. The
chapters address a variety of cultural venues—politics, sports, film,
and literature—and examine the political, cultural, material, and
affective conditions that shaped celebrity in Canada and its uses
both at home and abroad. The scope of the book enables the
authors to highlight the trends that characterize Canadian
celebrity—such as transnationality and bureaucracy—and explore
the regional, linguistic, administrative, and indigenous cultures and
institutions that distinguish fame in Canada from fame elsewhere.

Late Victorian into Modern, Edited by Laura Marcus, Michèle
Mendelssohn, and Kristen E. Shepherd-Bar (Oxford University Press)
This volume opens up, in new and innovative ways, a range of
dimensions, some familiar and some more obscure, of late
Victorian and modern literature and culture, primarily in British
contexts. Our volume’s title, Late Victorian into Modern, emphasises
the in-between: the gradual changeover from one period to the
next. This approach enables us to examine shared developments
and to point out continuities rather than ruptures. The volume
explores and exploits an understanding of the late 19th to the early
20th centuries as a cultural moment in which new knowledges
were forming with particular speed and intensity. Our contributors
include both established and emerging scholars of the literature
and culture of the period. The organising principle of this book is to
retain a key focus on literary texts, broadly understood to include
familiar categories of genre as well as extra-textual elements such
as press and publishing history, performance events and visual
culture, while remaining keenly attentive to the inter-relations
between text and context in the period. Individual chapters
explore such topics as Celticism, the New Woman, popular fictions,
literatures of empire, aestheticism, periodical culture, political
formations, avant-garde poetics, and theatricality.
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Laura K. Davis’ Margaret Laurence Writes Africa and Canada
(Wilfrid Laurier University Press) is the first book to examine how
Laurence addresses decolonization and nation building in 1950s
Somalia and Ghana, and 1960s and 1970s English Canada.
Focusing on Laurence’s published works as well as her unpublished
letters not yet discussed by critics, the book articulates how
Laurence and her characters are poised between African colonies
of occupation during decolonization and the settler-colony of
English Canada during the implementation of Canadian
multiculturalism. Laurence’s Canadian characters are often divided
subjects who are not quite members of their ancestral “imperial”
cultures, yet also not truly “native” to their nation. Margaret
Laurence Writes Africa and Canada shows how Laurence and her
characters negotiate complex tensions between “self” and
“nation,” and argues that Laurence’s African and Canadian writing
demonstrates a divided Canadian subject who holds significant
implications for both the individual and the country of Canada.

Planetary Noise: Selected Poetry of Erín Moure, edited by Shannon
Maguire (Wesleyan University Press)
Planetary Noise: Selected Poetry of Erín Moure gathers four
decades of poetry from a celebrated Canadian poet and
translator who has persistently reconfigured the linguistic and
material relations of English. Moure’s poems and networked
sequences are hybrid and often polylingual; they work with
contradiction, paradox, and verbal detritus— linguistic hics and
blips often too quickly dismissed as noise—to create new conditions
for thought and pleasure. From postdramatic theatre to queer and
feminist theory, from the politics of citizenship and genocide to the
minutiae of digital poetics, from the clamor of love to the shadows
of grief and memory, Moure has joyously toppled hierarchies of
meaning and parasited dominant discourses to create poetry that
crosses borders, embracing hope, not war. This volume, edited by
poet and literary scholar Shannon Maguire, also features an
extensive introduction to Moure’s poetry, a section of poetry by
others translated by Moure, and an afterword on translation by the
poet. An online reader’s companion is available at
wesleyan.edu/wespress/readerscompanions.
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Becoming Sui Sin Far: Early Fiction, Journalism, and Travel Writing by
Edith Maude Eaton, edited by Mary Chapman (McGill-Queen’s
University Press)
When her 1912 story collection, Mrs. Spring Fragrance, was rescued
from obscurity in the 1990s, scholars were quick to celebrate Sui Sin
Far as a pioneering chronicler of Asian American Chinatowns.
Newly discovered works, however, reveal that Edith Eaton (18651914) published on a wide variety of subjects - and under
numerous pseudonyms - in Canada and Jamaica for a decade
before she began writing Chinatown fiction signed “Sui Sin Far” for
US magazines. Born in England to a Chinese mother and a British
father, and raised in Montreal, Edith Eaton is a complex
transnational writer whose expanded oeuvre demands
reconsideration.
Becoming Sui Sin Far significantly expands our understanding of the
themes and topics that defined Eaton’s oeuvre and will interest
scholars and students of Canadian, American, Asian North
American, and ethnic literatures and history.

Juliet McMaster, Jane Austen, Young Author (Routledge)
In her lively and accessibly written book, Juliet McMaster examines
Jane Austen’s acute and frequently uproarious juvenile works as
important in their own right and for the ways they look forward to
her novels. Exploring the early works both collectively and
individually, McMaster shows how young Austen’s fictional world,
peopled by guzzlers and unashamed self-seekers, operates by an
ethic of energy rather than the sympathy that dominates the
novels. A fully self-conscious artist, young Jane experimented freely
with literary modes - the epistolary, the omniscient, the drama. Early
on, she developed brilliantly pointed dialogue to match her
characters. Literary parody impels her creativity, and McMaster’s
sustained study of Love and Friendship shows the same intricate
relation of the parody to the work it parodies that we later see with
Northanger Abbey and the Gothic novel. As an illustrator herself,
McMaster is especially attuned to the explicit and sometimes
hilarious descriptions of bodies that preceded Austen’s famous
reticence about physicality. Rather than focusing on the
immaturities of the juvenilia, McMaster maps the gradual shifts in
tone and emphasis that signpost Austen’s journey as a writer. She
shows, for instance, how the shameless husband-hunting in The
Three Sisters and the vigorous partisanship of The History of England
lead on to Pride and Prejudice. Her book will appeal to Austen’s
critics and to passionate general readers, as well as to scholars
working in the fields of juvenilia, children’s literature, and childhood
studies.
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Animal Subjects 2.0, edited by Jodey Castricano and Lauren
Corman (Wilfrid Laurier University Press)
Animal Subjects: An Ethical Reader in a Posthuman World (WLU
Press, 2008) challenged cultural studies to include nonhuman
animals within its purview. While the “question of the animal”
ricochets across the academy and reverberates within the public
sphere, Animal Subjects 2.0 builds on the previous book and takes
stock of this explosive turn. It focuses on both critical animal studies
and posthumanism, two intertwining conversations that ask us to
reconsider common sense understandings of other animals and
what it means to be human.
This collection demonstrates that many pressing contemporary
social problems—how and why the oppression and exploitation of
our species persist—are entangled with our treatment of other
animals and the environment. Decades into the interrogation of
our ethical and political responsibilities toward other animals,
fissures within the academy deepen as the interest in animal ethics
and politics proliferates.

Critical Perspectives on Veganism, edited by Jodey Castricano
and Rasmus R. Simonsen (Palgrave)
This book examines the ethics, politics and aesthetics of veganism
in contemporary culture and thought. Traditionally a lifestyle
located on the margins of western culture, veganism has now
been propelled into the mainstream, and as agribusiness grows
animal issues are inextricably linked to environmental impact as
well as to existing ethical concerns.
This collection connects veganism to a range of topics including
gender, sexuality, race, the law and popular culture. It explores
how something as basic as one’s food choices continue to impact
on the cultural, political, and philosophical discourse of the modern
day, and asks whether the normalization of veganism strengthens
or detracts from the radical impetus of its politics. With a Foreword
by Melanie Joy and Jens Tuidor, this book analyzes the mounting
prevalence of veganism as it appears in different cultural shifts and
asks how veganism might be rethought and re-practised in the
twenty-first century.
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2017 AGM AGENDA
1. Approval of Agenda
2. Approval of Minutes (2016 AGM)
3. Matters Arising
4. President’s Report (Manina Jones)
5. Vice President’s Report (Madeline Bassnett)
6. Financial Report (Madeline Bassnett)
a. Motion to approve financial report1
b. Motion to appoint public accountant to prepare 2016-17 financial documents and reports2
7. Report of Editors of ESC: English Studies in Canada (Michael O’Driscoll and Mark Simpson)
8. Report of the Incoming ESC Editor (Allan Pero)
9. Report of the Committee for Professional Concerns (Veronica Austen)
10. Report of the Contract Academic Faculty (CAF) Representative (Ross Bullen)
11. Report of the Graduate Student Caucus (Kala Hirtle)
12. Report of F. E. L. Priestley Prize Committee (Laura Robinson)
13. Report of the President of the Canadian Association of Chairs of English (CACE) (Jacqueline Jenkins)
14. Election of New Members to the ACCUTE Board of Directors (slate to come).
15. Any Other Business
16. Motion to Adjourn

1

MOTION TO APPROVE FINANCIAL REPORT

Moved: That the Financial Report for the fiscal year ending 30 June 2016 as presented at the 2017 ACCUTE AGM be
received.
2

MOTION TO APPOINT PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT TO PREPARE 2017-18 FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS AND REPORTS

Moved: That Deloitte LLP be appointed as ACCUTE’s public accountant to provide a Notice to Reader Statement for the
fiscal year ending 30 June 2017.
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ACCUTE Membership
It Benefits You; It Benefits Our Profession
ACCUTE’S MISSION
To promote the interests of those teaching and researching in the various fields of English Studies in
Canadian colleges and universities by facilitating the dissemination and exchange of research and
the exploration of professional issues, by organizing scholarly and professional meetings, by seeking
to improve working conditions, by representing and promoting the scholarly and research interests
of members before such bodies as provincial and federal granting agencies, and by supporting the
interests and aspirations of members entering the profession.

AS AN ACCUTE MEMBER, YOU GAIN:
o
o
o
o

o
o
o

Four print issues annually of cutting-edge scholarship from ESC: English Studies in Canada , the
nation's leading generalist journal in the discipline and a global force in multidisciplinary humanities
scholarship (ESC is downloaded more than 80,000 times per year in over 80 countries);
A direct political voice in one of the largest and most recognized humanities associations in Canada;
Membership in the Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences (CFHSS), which
lobbies on our behalf to SSHRC and the Federal government;
Eligibility for travel funds to present at our annual conference, where scholars from around Canada
and the world discuss research, teaching, and professional concerns, and where experts from
across all areas and methodologies of English studies can offer you new insights and areas of
inquiry;
The right to propose conference panels (all papers are anonymously peer-reviewed);
Access and the right to submit to the quarterly ACCUTE Newsletter, with articles about scholarly and
professional concerns, as well as advocacy documents and surveys and data on the profession;
Access and the right to submit to ACCUTE’s social media (Facebook and Contract Academic Faculty
Caucus Facebook, Twitter @ACCUTEnglish and @ACCUTE_CAF) and its blog English Matters, which
builds on our advocacy voice and opens space for discussion, promotes your Calls for Papers, and
provides our well-known jobs list of academic and other pertinent employment opportunities.

YOUR ACCUTE MEMBERSHIP SUPPORTS THE PROFESSION:
ACCUTE advocates for improvements to working conditions in the Canadian academy, including issues
related to Contract Academic Faculty;
o We developed a best practices document regarding contract faculty employment, which was
unanimously supported by the Canadian Association of Chairs of English and sent to English
departments across Canada;
o Working with CFHSS, we are lobbying SSHRC regarding our members’ research needs;
o ACCUTE is regularly consulted by CFHSS, SSHRC, and other agencies regarding professional and
scholarly policy matters, including, recently, open-access policies, metrics, and other issues;
o ACCUTE’s presidents and board members address universities, colleges, government,
government agencies, and national forums on pressing scholarly and professional issues.

o

Membership in ACCUTE is ... a chance to be part of conversations and initiatives that
help nourish and protect intellectual interests while promoting the public interest in a
robust and diverse Canadian academy. ... No one should miss that opportunity. – Len
Findlay, Distinguished Professor, University of Saskatchewan
14

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The ACCUTE Board of Directors

The ACCUTE Office

Manina Jones (President)
Madeline Bassnett (Vice-President)
Ross Daniel Bullen (CAF Caucus Rep)
Kala Hirtle (President, Graduate Student Caucus Rep)
Veronica Austen (Member-at-Large, Prof. Concerns)
Laura Robinson (Member-at-Large, Priestley Prize)
Brenna Clarke Gray (Member-at-large)
Jason Haslam (Past President)
Mike O’Driscoll (Co-editor, ESC) (ex-officio)
Mark Simpson (Co-editor, ESC) (ex-officio)
Jacqueline Jenkins (CACE President) (ex-officio)

Stephanie Oliver (ACCUTE Office Coordinator)

Allan Pero (Guest, incoming ESC Editor)

With thanks…
Photo credits: Sherryl Vinto (lareviewofbooks.com), George Elliott
Clarke (alumni.dal.ca), Madeline Bassnett
(londonpoetryopenmic.com), MLRC (Ryerson.ca). The ACCUTE
office runs only with the help of the ACCUTE board and past offices,
as well as the support of Western University’s Department of
English and Writing Studies and the Faculty of Arts and Humanities.
We especially want to thank ACCUTE’s members. Thank you for
your support, and please don’t forget to renew your membership.
It’s quick and easy, and you can do it online!
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