Website: www.accute.ca
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Manina Jones (Western)
I hope this newsletter finds you settling into Fall
term routines and stimulated by the beginningof- term hubbub. We hope to contribute to the
excitement of the season with ACCUTE’s annual
Calls for Papers, published at the end of this
newsletter. Congress will be held at the
University of Regina on Treaty 4 and 6 territory
and the traditional territory of the Cree and
Saulteaux, Assiniboine and Métis. The theme for
this year’s Congress is “Gathering diversities |
mâmawinitotân nanâtohk-ayisiyiniwa.”

Email: info.accute@gmail.com
Among our CFPs for the Regina Congress are some
terrifically thought-provoking Member-Organized
and Jointly-Sponsored Sessions, which we are sure
will produce generative meetings. You are also, of
course, warmly invited to create your own focus by
submitting a proposal to the General Pool. We
welcome contributions on the full range of
professional, pedagogical and research issues that
form the diverse activities of our discipline. You’re
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Our conference dates are Saturday, May 26thTuesday, May 29th, 2018. Mark your calendars,
plan on attending, and keep your eye out for
seat sales. As many of our long-time members
know, each Congress has its own character and
atmosphere, based on the unique qualities and
appeal of its location. Like some of the past
Congresses held in smaller centres (Saskatoon,
Charlottetown, Victoria, spring to mind) Regina
promises to offer a more intimate, hospitable,
and memorable experience.

invited to make use of either the traditional 15-20
minute formal paper format and non- conventional
presentation modes (eg., position papers, pecha
kuchas, interviews, demonstrations of resources).
The deadline for submissions is November 15th.
Please spread the word via your networks!
There are a couple of special notes for graduate
students. The Federation of the Humanities and
Social Sciences announced at Congress 2017 that
there would be some travel funding for graduate
students for Regina.
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More information on this fund will be
forthcoming from the Congress organizers, and we
will circulate it as soon as it’s made public. We will
note here that this money is in addition to the
support that ACCUTE and English Studies in Canada
normally provide for transportation to Congress
for graduate students, Contract Academic Faculty
and under-waged scholars.

Her 2005 ground- breaking documentary Me and the
Mosque explored Muslim women’s battle with
patriarchy in the mosque. Her comedy hit, Little Mosque
on the Prairie, ran on CBC Television between 2007 and
2012. Most recently she has written a bestselling,
Leacock-nominated comedic memoir, Laughing All the
Way to the Mosque, in which she

I’m also pleased to announce that ACCUTE
has created a new Graduate Student Prize for
papers delivered at Congress. The deadline for this
year is May 4th, and we’ll be accepting papers from
current graduate student members of ACCUTE who
will be presenting at Congress. The maximum length
is 4,000 words (a 20-minute conference paper), and
will be adjudicated by three faculty members
designated by ACCUTE on the basis of the papers’
originality and overall excellence of scholarship, the
quality of writing (style, clarity, persuasiveness of
argument), and professionalism and suitability for
conference presentation. The winners will be
announced at the ACCUTE Annual Celebration of
Research and the names of the winners and titles of
papers will be featured on the ACCUTE website, in
the ACCUTE newsletter and on social media. Prizes:
1st Prize $300, 2nd Prize $200.
We’re tapping into some of the rich and diverse
culture of Regina through our first plenary speaker,
which I’m honoured to announce here: our
Canadian keynote is Zarqa Nawaz (see below), the
humourist, journalist, broadcaster, filmmaker, and
television writer, and founder of the production
company FUNdamentalist Films (“putting the ‘fun’
back into fundamentalism”). Many of you will know
Zarqa Nawaz from her hit ground-breaking CBC
sitcom Little Mosque on the Prairie (2007-2012).

explores what it was like to grow up as a Canadian of
Muslim faith.
We look forward to Zarqa's talk:
"How to write a sitcom about Muslims - very
carefully!"
As debates rage about changing culture and religious
accommodations in various communities, Zarqa Nawaz
talks about what it was like creating the first comedy
about a western based Muslim society in Canada and
the challenges that ensued.

Zarqa Nawaz has a B.Sc from the University of
Toronto and after being rejected from medical
school she went on to create several short comedy
films that focused on Muslim issues in Canada.
When the National Film Board of Canada
approached her to do something more serious, she
was ready for it.
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Introducing ACCUTE’s
International Plenary Speaker

Dr. Jahan Ramazani

Jahan Ramazani is University Professor and Edgar
F. Shannon Professor of English at the University of
Virginia, where he has taught since receiving his PhD at
Yale in 1988. He is writing a book on poetry in a global
age. His five previous books are Poetry and Its Others:
News, Prayer, Song, and the Dialogue of Genres (2013); A
Transnational Poetics (2009), winner of the 2011 Harry
Levin Prize of the American Comparative Literature
Association, awarded for the best book in comparative
literary history published in the years 2008 to 2010; The
Hybrid Muse: Postcolonial Poetry in English (2001); Poetry
of Mourning: The Modern Elegy from Hardy to Heaney
(1994), a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award;
and Yeats and the Poetry of Death: Elegy, Self-Elegy, and
the Sublime (1990).
He is editor of The Cambridge Companion to
Postcolonial Poetry (2017); a co-editor of the most recent
editions of The Norton Anthology of Modern and
Contemporary Poetry (2003) and The Norton Anthology of
English Literature (2006, 2012, 2018); and an associate
editor of The Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry and Poetics
(2012).
He is a recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship, an
NEH Fellowship, a Rhodes Scholarship, the William Riley
Parker Prize of the MLA, and the Thomas Jefferson Award,
the University of Virginia’s highest honor. In 2016, he was
elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Dr. Ramazani will be delivering a plenary
address titled
“Gathering Linguistic Diversities:
The Poem, the World, and Translation”

3

FALL 2017 NEWSLETTER

Finally, this newsletter introduces our Local Arrangements Coordinator, Christopher Bundock
(University of Regina) (see below), who is already active on-site, connecting us with the Regina
organizers and finding us a location for the annual ACCUTE dance party. Thanks for your help,
Chris!

LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS COORDINATOR,
CHRIS BUNDOCK
Chris Bundock is assistant professor of English at the University of Regina
where he teaches courses on Romanticism, poetry, the Gothic, and literary
theory. He is author of Romantic Prophecy and the Resistance to Historicism
(Toronto 2016) and co-editor with Elizabeth Effinger of William Blake’s Gothic
Imagination (Manchester 2019). His current, SSHRC-funded project is
Romanticism’s Foreign Bodies. This study focuses on the intersections of
literature, medicine, and nervous illness in the 18th and 19th centuries. He is
secretary-treasurer of the North American Society for the Study of
Romanticism.

VICE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:
Madeline Bassnett (Western)
Fall is upon us once again (and all too soon) and the ACCUTE office is beginning to prepare in earnest for
Congress 2018. Our Local Arrangements Coordinator for Regina, Chris Bundock, is already hard at work
scouting out a dance party venue, and the first of many Congress organization meetings is on the horizon.
We’ve got some superb CFPs for member-organized and joint panels at the end of this newsletter, and please
note our deadline change for all proposals to November 15.
The less frantic summer schedule has given us a chance to catch up on various ACCUTE-related projects.
Thanks to the assistance of Ann Gagné, Brenna Clarke Gray, and Jacqueline Jenkins, we’ve almost completed
a contact list for colleges across Canada, and we hope to be able to send out an email sometime this fall to
4
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encourage colleges to send their relevant job ads to ACCUTE. Besides attracting job ads, we hope also to
begin to take active steps to improve and foster our connections with college faculty and departments.
A second summer project has involved the membership database. As some of you may already have
noticed, the Federation has switched us to a new platform. We’ve been told that everyone will be prompted
to change their password on their first visit (likely when you renew or join), but we expect the transition
otherwise to be painless. On our end, the platform is more user-friendly and comes with some extra bells
and whistles. We’re still discussing the possibility of multiyear memberships, and hope to be able to include
that option later in the year.
As we all head back to the classroom and our busy fall schedules, let’s keep our eyes firmly fixed on May
26-29 in Regina. We’ll be looking forward to seeing your proposals flooding the ACCUTE inbox over the next
couple of months.

Scarth Street, Regina, 1900 a

COORDINATOR’S MESSAGE
Alicia Robinet, Western

We have enjoyed reading the member-organized and jointly-sponsored panel proposals for Regina
2018. Thanks to all proposers for their timely, insightful, and generous submissions!
Now that we have transferred over to our new membership system, we wish to express how we have
appreciated your patience with the inevitable adjustments.
I would like to welcome Vickery Pentz to our team, and to thank our summer RA, Mohammad Sharifi,
for his diligence with various small tasks this summer!
In addition to organizing our panel proposals and transitioning our software, we have been pursuing
new collaborations with various associations for Congress 2018. We are also hoping to order ACCUTE tshirts: check back soon for more information!
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Graduate Student Caucus Report 2016-2017 (Kala Hirtle)
This year the ACCUTE GSC has accomplished many of its goals. Our number one priority was securing
graduate student representatives for each campus across Canada. We managed to secure 28 campuses
— we are now only missing the following: Memorial University of Newfoundland, McMaster, Trent, University
of Ottawa, Windsor, and Lethbridge. If anyone knows of any graduate students who would be willing to
receive a handful of emails a year and forward them to their department’s mailing list, please let us know.
By securing these campus representatives, our goal is to to create more of a connection between graduate
English departments and ACCUTE. We have also been pushing to have graduate student societies elect
these representatives so that ACCUTE and the GSC begins to be built into their constitutions.
Our second goal was to increase our social media presence by creating a twitter account and a facebook
page. We owe a big thank you to Nahmi Lee for running these platforms. In addition, at ACCUTE this year
some of our GSC executive were tasked with taking pictures of various panels and events. We hope to have
more engagement in the upcoming year, including more documents that better outline who the GSC are,
the responsibilities tied to each position, and how to become involved. We took steps towards educating the
graduate student population at ACCUTE by offering a few social events. Our pub night meet and greet was
fairly well attended (approximately 25 people)— next year we will try to pick a venue that is closer to the
conference location as we feel the distance may have deterred some attendees, especially considering we
booked our time to follow the ESC Bash.
Our AGM and lunch also had decent attendance and we received positive feedback regarding our annual
survey. We elected the following: Courtney Church (Western) as our Secretary, Nahmi Lee (Western) as
our Vice-President, and Nevena Martinovic (Queens) as our President Elect. KalaHirtle was also re-elected
as President for another year because our President Elect was unable to continue into the role of president
for 2017-2018.
We were also very pleased with the turn-out at our two panels. Our first roundtable panel was on Self-Care
and Precarity. We would like to thank our panelists: Margeaux Feldman, Lauren Fournier, Katherine Shwetz,
and Lai-Tze Fan for their bravery and honesty while discussing such a vulnerable topic. We had ten people
in the audience for this panel. While the GSC panel was not double-booked with the CAF or CPC panels,
we are still brainstorming ways to draw more attention to our GSC panel in future years. Our second panel
was a joint roundtable with CAF on the transition from academic to contract academic faculty. This panel
was very well attended and we would like to thank the GSC speakers: Dancy Mason, Nahmi Lee, and Kala
Hirtle. We would also like to thank Ross Bullen for co-organizing such a fruitful panel.
Moving forward, the GSC’s plans are to finish collecting data from our 2016-2017 survey, and then to
organize the data into a comprehensive and educational powerpoint or pdf for dissemination to our fellow
graduate students via our campus representatives. We also second the decision for CAF, CPC, and GSC
to use CFPs to create their panels for the 2017-2018 meeting of ACCUTE. Finally, we would like to thank
Manina Jones, Stephanie Oliver and the ACCUTE team for their support and guidance. Also, thank you to
our outgoing executive members, Tom Stuart (Western) and Elizabeth Bernath (U of Toronto).

Follow us on TWITTER: @accute_gsc

FACEBOOK: ACCUTE GSC
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CONGRESS 2018 – University of Regina
Call for Papers
ACCUTE is excited to announce a general Call for Papers for our 2018 conference, which
will run during the annual Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences. We will be meeting
at the University of Regina in Regina, Saskatchewan, and scheduling events from May 26-May
29, 2018.

ACCUTE 2018: GENERAL POOL CFP
ACCUTE’S general call welcomes papers in all fields of English studies.
Proposals are due by 15 November 2017.
General pool submission instructions:
Submissions to the general pool are due 15 November 2017, as are submissions for
member-organized panels and joint sessions. Please submit all general pool proposals through
the online submission form. Direct inquiries about submissions to the general pool to
info.accute@gmail.com.
Submissions to member-organized and jointly-sponsored sessions should be directed
to the contact(s) identified in the specific CFPs.

MEMBER-ORGANIZED PANELS
The following CFPs are for sessions organized by members of ACCUTE. All submissions should
be directed to the contact person named in the relevant CFP and should include the following:



A 300- to 500-word proposal (with NO identifying marks of any kind)
The 2018 Proposal Information Sheet (click here).

CFP: The Cannibalism Motif
Email address for submissions: jan.purnis@uregina.ca
7
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Proposals are invited for papers exploring the motif of cannibalism in literature and culture from any
historical period. Participants might consider, for example, intersections of representations of
cannibalism with colonialist or religious discourse; cannibalism as social critique or counter-discourse;
medicinal cannibalism; fairy tale ogres; descriptions of famine; revenge cannibalism; cannibalism and
community; cannibalism and digestive theory; or cannibalism and psychology. In order to encourage
discussion, and given the range of potential material covered, broader theorizations of the topic (rather
than close readings of single texts) are especially encouraged.
Organizer: Jan Purnis (University of Regina), jan.purnis@uregina.ca
Please send the following: A file containing a 300 to 500-word paper proposal, without personal
identifying marks, and the 2018 Proposal Information Sheet, available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: CanLit Publics: Investigating the Field of Canadian Literary-Public Culture
Email address for submissions: paul.barrett@acadiau.ca
In the last twelve months, CanLit has witnessed a series of increasingly tense and vitriolic
controversies. While some welcome the emergence of such cultural flashpoints as necessary
acknowledgements of what has always lurked beneath the surface of literary study, others see this as
a transformation of the discipline itself: abandoning textual study to focus strictly on analyses of culture
and power.
This panel invites papers that consider the at-times fractious relationship between the study and
institution of CanLit and Canadian public culture. What are the histories of the relationship between
CanLit and public culture? How is CanLit taken up in more public and popular forums? Do the
controversies of the past year signal a change in how we imagine CanLit’s goals? What is the
relationship between the texts, our scholarly work, and a broader reading public? Does the Canadian
public care what we think? Is it possible, any longer, to just read the books?
Organizers: Sarah Roger (McMaster University); Jeremy Haynes (McMaster University); Paul Barrett
(Acadia University), paul.barrett@acadiau.ca
Please send the following: a 300–500 word paper proposal without personal identifying marks and the
2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: Crash Fictions and the Contemporary Moment
Format: Conventional 3-4-paper panel
Email address for submissions: ianbutcher@gmail.com
2018 marks the tenth anniversary of Lehman Brothers’ bankruptcy, the beginning of widespread public
awareness of the global financial crisis. In contrast to the assertions of experts in the years preceding
the crash that the economy was simply too complex for individuals to understand, novels and films have
8
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emerged in the past decade as key genres in which to explore the causes and consequences of the
financial crisis. This panel seeks to address two primary questions with regard to narratives of the
financial crisis: what is their ideological function and what is their ongoing cultural and historical
significance? Do they provide readers with a critical perspective on capitalism in order to promote new
modes of living or do they simply provide justification for “kinder, gentler” forms of capitalism that will
ultimately cause the same crises? Can they help us to understand the rise of right-wing extremism in
North America and Europe? Do they reinforce the longings for the “radical centrism” of a figure like
Emmanuel Macron? Ultimately, what world do they describe and what future do they imagine?
Organizer: Ian Butcher (Duquesne University), ianbutcher@gmail.com
Please send the following: a file containing a 300 to 500-word paper proposal without personal
identifying marks and the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: Devices and Desires: Digital Devices in the Classroom
Email for submissions: mjones@uwo.ca
Phones, laptops, digital readers and tablets are part of the everyday lives of students. Do they enrich
or detract from the classroom learning environment? This panel welcomes submissions that integrate
research on pedagogy and experiential accounts to analyse the value of digital devices in the literature
classroom. Presentations might address some of the following issues:







How do you, your department and your university or college regulate the institutional use of
such tools?
What is the value of an electronics ban in the classroom?
How can digital devices productively be integrated into classroom activities and pedagogical
practice?
What use do your students make of literary and critical texts available in digital form (eg., via
Kobo or Kindle, but also open-access web editions of texts)? Are there advantages and/or
drawbacks to this use?
Can note-taking on laptops evolve beyond transcription and encourage analytical work and
collaboration among students?
What digital resources and platforms do you integrate into your classroom practice?

Organizer: Manina Jones (Western University), mjones@uwo.ca
Please send the following: a file containing a 300 to 500-word paper proposal without personal
identifying marks and the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: L.M. Montgomery and the City
Format: Conventional 3-4-paper panel
Email address for submissions: kscarth@upei.ca
9
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L.M. Montgomery, one of Canada’s most beloved and well-known writers, is firmly tied to rural,
agricultural PEI, especially Green Gables and Avonlea, in both the popular imagination and
scholarship (Alexander, Barry, Epperly, Gammel, Holmes, Keen, Rootland, Solt, Waterston). However,
this panel positions her as a chronicler of urban Canada. The relationship between the urban and
Montgomery’s writing—and indeed, Atlantic Canadian, and even Canadian, literature more broadly—is
under-studied (see Edwards and Ivison). Montgomery wrote journals and letters about her life in Prince
Albert, Charlottetown, Halifax, and Toronto. Cities are central settings in her novels, Anne of the Island
and Jane of Lantern Hill. Briefer urban references provide counterpoints to rural PEI, strengthening
island identity (e.g., as a safe space in contrast to dangerous Boston) or as representing new
possibilities (such as a university education, not yet an option on the island). Cities and towns figure in
her legacy (e.g., Prince Albert in Fishbane’s novel, Maud). This panel invites consideration of
Montgomery and the urban in her life, her work, and her legacy.
Organizer: Kate Scarth (University of Prince Edward Island), kscarth@upei.ca
Please send the following: A file containing a 300 to 500-word paper proposal without personal
identifying marks and the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: Mental Health and Academia, A Faculty Perspective
Email address for submissions: leaston@mtroyal.ca
Across Canada, postsecondary campuses are undertaking initiatives focused on promoting awareness
of the importance of mental health. These efforts, however, focus primarily on student support and less
on mental health issues among faculty. In a profession where teachers are expected to embody a
special kind of intellectual prowess, disclosing mental disabilities and illness may be especially difficult
and pose different challenges than those encountered by students. To open a discussion about the
profession and mental health, this panel will explore topic of mental health from an academic faculty
perspective addressing such topics as:







What challenges do we encounter maintaining our mental health in the face of increasing
demands on the professoriate?
What additional challenges might faculty who identify as queer, indigenous, people with physical
disabilities, or as a racial minority confront when dealing with mental health issues?
How can administrative structures and processes related to career progression (e.g. scheduling,
workloads, evaluation, tenure decisions, rehiring practices) be made more supportive of mental
health and wellness?
What are the challenges of disclosing mental disabilities or illness? How do stereotypes of the
“perfect teacher” inhibit dealing with mental health and disabilities?
How does precarious work affect the mental health of contract faculty?

Organizer: Lee Easton, Chair of Committee for Professional Concerns (Mount Royal University),
leaston@mtroyal.ca
Please send the following: A 200-300 word proposal without personal identifying information and the
2018 Proposal Information Form available on the ACCUTE website.
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CFP: Nostalgia and the West
Proposed format: Conventional 3-4-paper panel
Email address for submissions: jdeshaye@mun.ca
Whether it be Fredric Jameson’s “nostalgia for the present” or Svetlana Boym’s more recent insight
about restorative and reflective nostalgias, ideas of nostalgia have developed far beyond the simple
notion of a longing for home. For Susan Stewart, this longing is a “social disease,” but it is also a
dimension of all narrative because writers separate themselves from their subjects with the text itself.
In that sense, nostalgia is about distance and space. In the narrated landscape of the West, where
distances stretch across the horizontal expanses of the Great Plains and the vertical reaches of the
Rockies, how, when, why, and where does literature invoke nostalgia? Consider, for examples:







the West as an idea (pace Sherrill Grace’s “Idea of North”)
the temporality of the West
Indigenous literature and superimposed borders on the West
the genre of the Western
tourism and what Jerry Bannister calls the “false nostalgia”
representations of house and home, or homemakers, or homesteaders

Organizer: Joel Deshaye (Memorial University), jdeshaye@mun.ca
Please send the following: A 300- to 500-word proposal without personal identifying marks and the
2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: “Oh, the humanity”: Humanitarian Reason, Humanitarian Narratives
Email for submission: leifschensteadharris@gmail.com
On seeing the Hindenburg burst into flames in 1937, announcer “Herb” Morrison exclaimed “oh, the
humanity.” His reaction is telling: behind today’s spectacles of disaster and political crises work a
humanitarian logic of secular moral reason. Humanitarian reason frequently provides the “solutions” of
contemporary governance such as the Canadian response to the Syrian refugee crisis from 20152016. Yet humanitarian logics also structure the genealogies of liberal morality
within contemporary democracy that lead to managerial tendencies, as Didier Fassin and Jennifer
Hyndman argue. While humanitarian reason has been critically examined by social scientists and
political theorists, it has not yet found sufficient attention within literary studies.
This panel revisits humanitarian reason from within the discipline of literary studies. Within literature,
humanitarian texts run the gamut from contemporary novels and short stories authored by people
associated at various trajectories with humanitarian reason. Representative texts include Viet Thanh
Nguyen’s The Refugees (2017) and Peter Showler’s Refugee Sandwich (2013) but also documents of
governmentality, including the Canadian government’s #WelcomeRefugees initiative or the UNHCR’s
Stories initiative. Possible topics could include literary or governmental narratives, literary critiques of
11

FALL 2017 NEWSLETTER

humanitarian reason, and/or histories of humanitarianism from the perspective of literary figures or
communities.
Organizer: Leif Schenstead-Harris (Concordia University), leifschensteadharris@gmail.com
Please send the following: a file containing a 300 to 500-word paper proposal without personal
identifying marks and the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: Pedagogies of the Archive
Email address for submission: jlwiens@ucalgary.ca
Significant work has been done in recent years on the changing nature of archival research and of the
archive itself. Most of this work has tended to focus on the archive as a site for research; less has
been done on the archive as a pedagogical resource. The ongoing transformation of the archive from
the analog to the digital has increasingly made site-specific archival materials available anywhere,
including the graduate and undergraduate classroom. This panel invites papers that discuss new
ways of integrating archival research into the classroom. Possible topics to be explored may include:













Digital versus print archives
Archival research and inquiry-based learning
Archives and the flipped classroom
Sound and visual archives in the classroom
The undergraduate student as archival researcher
The creation of archives in the classroom
Oral archives and histories
Reconciliation and the archive
TEI and new methods of close reading
Archival documents and the creative writing classroom
The ethics of archival research
Genetic / textual critical methodologies

Organizer: Jason Wiens (University of Calgary), jlwiens@ucalgary.ca
Please send the following: a file containing a 300 to 500-word paper proposal without personal
identifying marks and the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: Surveying Canlit: a presentation-interview panel on course syllabi
Email for submission: mjones@uwo.ca
In the wake of recent controversies on social media, in the press, and in public discourse over the
state of “#Canlit”, this panel asks contributors to share their thoughts on what versions of Canadian
literature currently emerge from the academy by way of Canadian literature survey courses. What
does it mean to “survey” Canadian literature? On this panel, five participants will speak for no more
than 10 minutes each. Each speaker will take us through aspects of the process involved in
constructing the syllabus for their Canadian Literature course. Following their presentation, each
12
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speaker will be interviewed by the next panellist for up to 5 minutes, and after all the presentations
there will be general discussion. Some of the following questions may stimulate presentations, but
they are by no means exhaustive:












What practical, structural issues influence your syllabus?
Do you draw on overarching themes, questions, issues, narratives?
What range of criteria determine your text choices?
What range of genres, media, and performance do you consider?
To what constituencies is your course addressed?
How do you define “diversity”?
What historical range of texts do you include?
What does “coverage” mean? Does it matter?
Have students been involved in course design?
Do pre-existing institutional categories (eg., course titles, calendar descriptions, prescribed
readings) influence courses?
What don’t you teach that you wish you could?

Organizer: Manina Jones (Western University), mjones@uwo.ca
Please send the following: A file containing a 300 to 500-word paper proposal without personal
identifying marks and the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: Trigger and Content Warnings
Email address for submissions: grayb@douglascollege.ca
It's the controversial teaching topic of the moment: trigger and content warnings. Are they about
sheltering overprotected students, or about giving students information they need to keep themselves
healthy? Is there a significant difference between trigger and content warnings? And what does the
general public misunderstand about this issue? This round table discussion invites a range of
perspectives on the pedagogy of trigger and content warnings. We welcome perspectives from
classroom teachers, students, and those who make and enforce institutional policy.
Organizer: Brenna Clarke Gray (Douglas College), grayb@douglascollege.ca
Please send the following: A file containing a 300- to 500-word paper proposal without personal
identifying marks and the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: Uneasy Feelings: Space, Affective Relations, and Dis/orientation
Email address for submissions: celiese.lypka@ucalgary.ca
This panel seeks to explore what it means to feel/be uneasy. How are feelings of unease depicted: what
are the movements; what are the affects; what (if any) are the boarders of unease? Is there a difference
in representations of unease in literature, film, fine arts, etc.; or the proliferation of unease in
13
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contemporary cultural studies? In her feminist critiques of happiness and phenomenology, Sara Ahmed
notes how feelings of unease can saturate a body or environment: “The word ‘comfort’ suggests wellbeing and satisfaction, but it also suggests an ease and an easiness. To follow the rules of
[heteronormativity] is to be at ease in a world that reflects back the form one inhabits as an ideal. Of
course, one can be made to feel uneasy by one’s inhabitance of an ideal. One can be made
uncomfortable by one’s own comforts.” This panel seeks to expand the study of affective discomfort in
order to theorize uneasy feelings. Thus, this discussion will hopefully ask such questions as: what
causes feelings of unease and how do we approach them; what does it mean to be uneasy in one’s own
body and the world more generally; what does it mean for one’s orientation to the body, others, objects,
and the world to be constructed in a relationship to a sense of unease? The CFP invites abstracts on the
following topics in order to explore considerations of unease and the following (but additional topics are
encouraged):
 Affect theory and emotions
 Feminist and queer readings
 Race, class, gender, disability
 Politics and social justice
 Anxiety, depression, and illness
 Desire and dis/orientation
 Genre, narrative or discourse
 The body and subjectivity
I hope that this panel will bring a wide range of perspectives and theorization of affective
representations or contemporary social issues of unease so as to broaden and consider the impacts of
this highly mobile (if not always visible) feeling.
Organizer: Celiese Lypka (University of Calgary), celiese.lypka@ucalgary.ca
Please send the following: a 300-500 word paper proposal and a 2018 ACCUTE Conference Proposal
Information Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.
CFP: “The Value of Quit Lit?”
Email address for submissions: rbullen@faculty.ocadu.ca
In September 2015, Ian Bogost – a tenured professor and well-known public intellectual – wrote a
short post on The Atlantic titled, “No One Cares That You Quit Your Job.” Bogost’s essay is an
invective against the (largely online) genre of “Quit Lit”: essays by people who have left, or are
considering leaving, academia, which highlight some of the problems and inequalities that are common
in the modern university. Bogost is highly critical of such essays, claiming that “quitpieces” are “both
exhausting and counter-productive” and that “if you're writing a quitpiece you've already lost.” Bogost
claims that Quit Lit is harmful because “it’s just more fodder for legislators, corporations, and the
general public to undermine the academy.” Bogost’s suggestion that those who quit academia should
observe a code of silence has been largely ignored. As the neoliberal university continues to squeeze
whole generations of scholars out of the academic labour market, there seems to be little interest in
staying quiet about it. Quit Lit is here to stay.
This panel will examine the emergence of Quit Lit as a genre by posing questions about the purpose,
value, and limitations of these kinds of narratives. As Quit Lit has become an established feature of
14
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writing about academia, critics have raised questions about the genre and whose voices are amplified
in conversations about leaving the university. If Quit Lit is capable of making a valuable contribution to
academic discourse, what does it need to do better? What does it already do well? We invite proposals
for papers that address any aspect of Quit Lit as a genre.
Organizer: Ross Bullen, ACCUTE’s Contract Academic Faculty Caucus Rep (OCAD University),
rbullen@faculty.ocadu.ca
Please send the following: a 300-500 word paper proposal and a 2018 ACCUTE Conference Proposal
Information Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.
CFP: Women’s Autofiction
Email address for submissions: myra.bloom@utoronto.ca
The past several decades have witnessed the rise of the autofictional novel. Coined by Serge
Doubrovsky in 1977 and originally associated with French experimental writers, the term has come to
encompass an ever-expanding corpus of quasi-fictional texts. This panel focuses on the women at the
vanguard of this genre: from Chris Kraus’s I Love Dick (1997) to Sheila Heti’s How Should a Person
Be? (2012), writers have blurred the line between truth and invention to explore and expose the artistic
and existential conditions of female subjectivity. The frequently negative critical reception of their work
(e.g. the backlash against Heti and Marie Calloway) has further underscored the challenges faced by
women in a male-dominated (literary) culture.
Submissions are encouraged on any topic pertaining to women’s autofictional writing, which might
include
 Early or current practitioners/practices of self-fictionalization
 Use/subversion/gendering of the confessional mode
 Representation of race/class/gender/sexuality
 Critical reception
Proposals for innovative or experimental presentations (pecha kucha; ignite; multimodal) are
particularly encouraged.
Organizer: Myra Bloom (University of Toronto), myra.bloom@utoronto.ca
Please send the following: a file containing a 300-500 word paper proposal without identifying marks
and the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

Submitting a Proposal to a Member-Organized Panel
Persons submitting to one of these panels should send an email submission directly to the
organizer(s) by 15 November. Submitters are required to follow ACCUTE’s proposal
guidelines for submissions (as described in the final bullet point, above).
For more information on member-organized panels, please click here. For information on
jointly sponsored panels, click here.
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JOINTLY-ORGANIZED PANELS
CFP: American Monuments and White Supremacy
A proposed Canadian Association of American Studies (CAAS) and ACCUTE Joint Session
Email addresses for submissions: Dana.Medoro@umanitoba.ca; rbullen@faculty.ocadu.ca
In 1999 the Middle Passage Monument Project lowered a memorial off the coast of New York and onto
the ocean floor, commemorating the lives of the African people who died throughout the centuries of
the transatlantic slave trade. According to Raphael-Hernandez in Blackening Europe (2012), because
we cannot gather at this monument, we are faced with a kind of “counter monument,” one that marks
the impossibility of ever adequately grieving the enormity of the Middle Passage.
This process of grieving has taken place on land in another way: as the demand for the removal of
Confederate monuments and flags throughout the United States. As evidenced by the organized
Charlottesville protest—“they had a permit!”— black grief has also been forced to proceed through
white supremacy, with the alt-right/neo-nazi organizations reasserting their presence in public spaces
and contending that their traditions are under attack.
The clashes have put into relief questions surrounding the nature and power of public commemoration;
the effect of statues upon different onlookers; the notion of marking or making immortal a loss or
victory in time and space; the context that accompanies or falls away from something like a
Confederate symbol or statue; the need for monuments and/or counter monuments.
The aim of this panel is to explore and expand upon questions such as these. We welcome proposals
on topics ranging from the representation of monuments in American history and literature, to the
notion of history and literature as monuments themselves; from the affective forces surrounding public
memorials, to the pigeons who see them as nothing but urban perches; and from the clashing notions
of permanence and transience, to the objects themselves and what they are carved out of or into.
Inquiries regarding possible topics are most welcome.
Organizers: Dana Medoro (University of Manitoba), Dana.Medoro@umanitoba.ca and Ross Bullen
(OCAD University), rbullen@faculty.ocadu.ca
Please send the following: A 300-500-word proposal and the ACCUTE Proposal Info Sheet (available
on the ACCUTE website) to Dana Medoro and Ross Bullen by 15 November, 2017.

CFP: Podcasting and the Transformation of Scholarly Communication
A proposed Canadian Society for Digital Humanities/Société canadienne des humanités
numériques (CSDH/SCHN) and ACCUTE Joint Session
Format: Roundtable
Email addresses for submissions: Hannah_mcgregor@sfu.ca & smcmenemy@wlu.ca
With the rise of Open Access publishing and calls for scholars to increase the impact of our work
beyond the university, scholarly communication is in the midst of a major transformation. The
scholarly publishing community simultaneously faces sizeable challenges as it attempts to meet the
various needs of scholars while coping with rising costs, diminishing sales, and limited (or no)
16
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financial support from publishers’ home institutions. Despite the exciting potential of O/A and new
forms of media, a significant barrier to these changes in the practices of academics and publishers
alike has been, to date, an unwillingness to experiment with the conventions that underpin our
system of scholarly research, writing, and dissemination. Universities, publishers, and funding
agencies all recognize the need to move beyond the monograph and the journal article as the
benchmarks of productive research, but alternative forms of scholarly production have nevertheless
struggled to gain legitimacy.
For this roundtable, we invite scholars who are interested and engaged in podcasting as a form of
scholarly communication to join us for a conversation about the possibilities and perils of embracing
this new medium. We will also use this opportunity to share information about the collaborative work
Wilfrid Laurier University Press and the Canadian Institute for Studies in Publishing are currently
undertaking in developing methods for peer-reviewing podcasts. The roundtable discussion will touch
on issues of academic credit for non-traditional scholarly work, the role of scholarly presses in moving
scholarly communication forward, and future possibilities for collaborations between researchers and
publishers. Participants need not be experienced podcasters; we encourage all those interested in
pushing the boundaries of scholarly communication to submit a provocation!
Organizers: Hannah McGregor (Simon Fraser University/CISP Press), Hannah_mcgregor@sfu.ca;
Siobhan McMenemy (Wilfrid Laurier University Press), smcmenemy@wlu.ca
Please send a file containing a 300 to 500-word paper proposal without personal identifying marks
and the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: Indigenizing the Early Modern Period (1400-1700)
A proposed Canadian Society for Renaissance Studies (CSRS) and ACCUTE Joint Session
Email addresses for submissions: m.bassnett@uwo.ca & margaret.reeves@ubc.ca
Thomas King’s A Coyote Columbus Story (2007) offers readers of all ages a witty, entertaining
revisioning of the stories told about early colonial encounters between First Nations peoples and
Europeans. King’s narrative and Kent Monkman’s illustrations satirize the inaccuracies of Eurocentric
historical perspectives on the “Gathering [of] diversities” (to invoke the Congress 2018 theme) that
occurred during what Western scholars have variously termed the “Renaissance” and the “early modern
period.” We invite proposals that speak to the question of how storytelling can enable rethinking of these
relations during these first centuries of interaction (roughly 1400-1700). How can
Indigenous approaches to knowledge further our understanding of First Nations’ experiences during
these first centuries of interaction?
Possible topics to address include the following:




Although the complexity of traditional indigenous knowledge systems precludes any simple
opposition between oral and written histories, what do First Nations’ oral traditions reveal about
their experiences of the early modern period, and how do these compare to the written
colonialist versions documented in Western scholarship?
In what ways do Eurocentric approaches to periodization for the early colonial era--most
commonly described as the “Renaissance” or “early modern”-- limit understanding of relations
17
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between First Nations peoples and early European visitors to Turtle Island?


Literary scholars and historians have traced at length how European explorers, missionaries,
and settlers depicted--and misrepresented--First Nations at points of first contact, but how do
First Nations’ stories depict early modern Europeans? How are early encounters between
Indigenous peoples and Europeans represented in First Nations’ stories, both traditional and
contemporary?

Organizers: Madeline Bassnett (Western University), m.bassnett@uwo.ca and Margaret Reeves
(UBC Okanagan), Margaret.reeves@ubc.ca
Please send the following: A file containing a 300-500-word proposal without personal identifying
marks and a completed 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: Christianity and Reconciliation
A proposed Christianity and Literature Study Group (CLSG) and ACCUTE Joint Session
Email addresses for submissions: birdj1@mcmaster.ca & mzantingh@briercrest.ca
As Honouring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of
Canada’s summary of their final report, makes clear: “The residential school system was based on an
assumption that European civilization and Christian religions were superior to Aboriginal culture, which
was seen as being savage and brutal” (4). The relationship between Christianity and Canada’s First
Nations, Inuit, and Métis peoples is deeply troubled, to say the least. Residential school survivor
testimonies and literature, like Tomson Highway’s Kiss of the Fur Queen, amply attest to the
collaboration of church and state in seeking to extinguish Indigenous sovereignty, culture, and
languages, while also pushing conversion and assimilation as the only viable path forward for
residential school wards. Such actions have caused irreparable harm and contemporary Christians in
Canada are now beginning to grapple with this long legacy of colonial evil. While the United, Anglican,
and Presbyterian churches have already offered apologies to Indigenous peoples for residential
schools with commitments to working with Indigenous peoples on various projects for reconciliation
and education, much work remains to be done. As Highway told Adrienne Clarkson in 1990, “A lot of
kids got some really severe physical punishment, and there were a lot of darker occurrences which to
this very, very day are next to impossible to talk about.”
This panel seeks to open a space for a discussion of the violent colonial collision of Indigenous
peoples and institutional Christianity as represented in literary texts. Indigenous writers have already
been navigating these complex and tangled relations, as Highway’s novel attests. In light of the TRC’s
belief that the “reconciliation must inspire Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peoples to transform Canadian
society so that our children and grandchildren can live together in dignity, peace, and prosperity on
these lands we now share” (8), this panel seeks to think about issues of spirituality and epistemology
in Indigenous literary texts. Topics for this panel might include
 texts that bring the “darker occurrences” into the light, particularly as they relate to spirituality
 how Indigenous writers represent Christianity and/or Christian missionaries
 how writers like Highway have negotiated the relationship between Indigenous spirituality and
Catholic/Protestant faith
18
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 residential schools as sites of complex negotiations, especially in light of controversial
comments by Canadian Senator Lynn Beyak
 spaces of tension between Indigenous beliefs and Christians practices and/or beliefs
 texts that suggest paths towards reconciliation between different forms of spirituality
Works Cited
Highway, Tomson. “Tomson Highway: Native Voice.” Adrienne Clarkson Presents. DVD. CBC
Educational Video Sales. 1990.
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. Honouring the Truth, Reconciling for the Future:
Summary of the Final Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. The Truth
and Reconciliation Commission of Canada. Web. Accessed 2 August 2017.
Organizers: Johannah Bird (Briercrest College & Seminary and McMaster University),
birdj1@mcmaster.ca; Matthew Zantingh (Briercrest College & Seminary),
mzantingh@briercrest.ca
Paper proposers should send a 300-500 word proposal (with no identifying marks) and the 2018
Proposal Information Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: Gothic Adaptations
A proposed International Gothic Association (IGA) and ACCUTE Joint Session
Email address for submissions: Karen.macfarlane@msvu.ca
Proposals are invited for papers that focus on the particular ways that adaptation works
with/on/through Gothic texts.
Thinking of the Gothic as a mode that plays on instabilities, indecipherablility, transgressions,
mutations, unnatural blending and fusions, etc., the notion of adaptation seems both something that is
inherent in the Gothic and somehow alien to it. If we are talking about a shift from one form to another
is that an adaptation or is it just Gothic? How are adaptations Gothic? How are Gothic texts adapted?
How does adaptation work as a way of keeping the Gothic relevant? How does it water down the
Gothic elements of a text? Does this notion of being “watered down” even matter in the twenty-first
century? What adaptations happen in the Gothic? Papers may consider any number of possible
adaptations: novel, graphic novel, games and gaming, podcasts, web content, film, television, fan
sites, Cons, etc. to/from each other (eg. film to television; web to Con costume/performance, graphic
novel to game) and any others not included here.
Proposals are invited to consider the theoretical implications of the bringing together of these terms.
Papers may address any, some, of none of these specific questions in their discussion of this topic.
Organizer: Karen Macfarlane (Mount Saint Vincent U), Karen.macfarlane@msvu.ca
Please send the following: A file containing a 300-500 word proposal, without personal identifying
marks and the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.
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CFP: Romantic Urbanature
A proposed John Thelwall Society (JTS) and ACCUTE Joint Session
Email address for submissions: kscarth@upei.ca
“I may contemplate the wide spread varieties of wave and wood, vales, meads, and villages, white
sails, and glittering spires that court the eye below,” writes John Thelwall in The Peripatetic (169).
Again and again, Thelwall praises such diverse landscapes, here combining the natural and the
cultivated, the residential and the industrial, the workaday and the spiritual. This panel explores
urbanature (city and nature combined) by Thelwall and other Romantic writers, particularly
urbanature’s implications for ecological and social justice, human and animal rights. More broadly, this
panel will enrich green and urban Romanticisms. Papers will build on the recent scholarship that has
added urbanism to Romanticists’ traditional emphasis on nature and more recent focus (since the
1990s) on ecocriticism (see Chandler and Gilmartin, Hess, Nichols, Rigby). In line with Congress’ 2018
theme, the panel will highlight the diversity of Romantic urbanature. Papers in whole or in part on
Thelwall’s urbanature are particularly welcome but work on other Romantic writers engaging in a
Thelwallian spirit of democracy will also be considered.
Organizer: Kate Scarth (University of Prince Edward Island), kscarth@upei.ca
Please send the following: A file containing a 300 to 500-word paper proposal without personal
identifying marks and the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.
CFP: “Some books just escape from the box”: The Handmaid’s Tale in Contemporary Culture
A proposed Margaret Atwood Society (MAS) and ACCUTE joint session
Email address for submissions: Karen.macfarlane@msvu.ca
In a recent interview with Tom Power, Margaret Atwood noted that The Handmaid’s Tale (1985) was
one of those books that “escape from the box”, that “the story [has] escaped from its original container
and expanded”.
This panel invites proposals for papers that consider this escape; that explore the ways in which the
novel resonates and means in contemporary popular culture. Papers may consider the novel itself,
adaptations such as the 1990 film or the recent television series, manifestations of the text and/or the
figure of the handmaid in social media, in public political protest, as a trope for oppression and protest,
and in any other aspect of contemporary culture.
Organizer: Karen Macfarlane (Mount Saint Vincent University), karen.macfarlane@msvu.ca
Please send the following: A file containing a 300-500 word proposal, without personal identifying
marks and a completed 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: Romantic (An)aesthetics: Pleasure (I) and Pain (II)
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Two proposed North American Society for the Study of Romanticism (NASSR) and ACCUTE
Joint Sessions
Email address for submissions: mmazur4@uwo.ca
This proposal consists of two jointly sponsored (NASSR/ACCUTE) panels (each with three
presentations of twenty minutes apiece). These panels will explore, in ways that critics such as Robert
Mitchell, Noel Jackson, and Kevis Goodman have demonstrated, how science and the study of
aesthetic experience productively inform each other in the eighteenth and early nineteenth century.
Traditionally, Romantic scholarship frames aesthetics in terms developed by German Romantic
Idealists such as Kant, Schiller, and Schlegel, while the relationship between medicine and art is
grounded upon their assumed therapeutic goals. Beyond this traditional relationship between poetry
and medicine, this panel invites papers that explore how the medical, biological, as well as
physiological and anatomical sciences played a part in Romantic conceptions of pleasure and pain by
asking what new insights might the entanglement of Romantic science and poetry yield? How might
we understand, for instance, Wordsworth’s poem, “The world is too much with us,” from the point of
view of an “(an)aesthetics,” literally, the negation or blocking of feelings? How might other theories of
sensation have been excited by scientific experiment, and how might poetry be an instrument in
bringing about such sensations? These panels welcome papers in British and European Romanticism
that range across the period from 1780-1850 to accommodate different national and international
transmissions.
Organizer: Marc Mazur (University of Western Ontario), mmazur4@uwo.ca
Please send the following: A file containing a 300 to 500-word paper proposal without personal
identifying marks and the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

CFP: Victorian Print Culture: New Mediations
A proposed North American Victorian Studies Association (NAVSA) and ACCUTE joint session
Email address for submissions: Susan.Johnston@uregina.ca (with NAVSA-ACCUTE in the subject
line)
For nearly two decades, Victorianists have been taking note of print culture’s capacity to mediate
between and among both our sources and our scholarship: juxtaposing broadsheets and
bildungsroman, street literature and sensation novels, even as it renewed the interdisciplinary methods
that lie at the heart of Victorian studies. Thus Barbara Leckie calls us to “illustrate the unexpected
alliances that follow from juxtaposing forms of print that haven’t been set side-by-side before as well as
returning forms of print that were once side-by-side to their original print contexts” (Leckie 903; see
Hughes 1-2). We welcome papers that address these alliances through a range of print culture
practices and readers, with particular attention to the ways in which print culture studies illuminate and
enliven the literary focus of English literary studies.
This call invites 500-word proposals for individual or collaborative papers, or completed papers, on the
theme of Victorian Print Cultures. Possible topics include, but are by no means limited to:
 Serial publication and the Victorian novel
 Street literature and sensation fiction
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Crime reporting and the Newgate novel
Emerging celebrity cultures
Tabloid and newspaper reporting
The novel vs. the news
Badness & madness in the ballad
Gendering media
The masculinization of violence
Media and spectacle
Mediating monstrosity / Monstrosity across media
Novelistic characterizations of media
Advertising the Victorian home

Works Cited:
Hughes, Linda. “SIDEWAYS! Navigating the Material(ity) of Print Culture.” Victorian
Periodicals Review 47.1 (2014): 1-30.
Leckie, Barbara. “On Print Culture: Mediation, Practice, Politics, Knowledge.” Victorian
Literature and Culture 43 (2015): 895-907.
Organizer: Dr. Susan Johnston (University of Regina), Susan.Johnston@uregina.ca
Please send the following: A file containing the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet (available on the ACCUTE
website) and a 300 to 500-word paper proposal without personal identifying marks.

CFP: Victorian Spaces: Real and Imagined
A proposed Victorian Studies Association of Ontario (VSAO) and ACCUTE Joint Session
Email addresses for submissions: l.young@queensu.ca & ejrothwell@gmail.com
The Victorian Studies Association of Ontario (VSAO) and the Association of Canadian College and
University Teachers of English (ACCUTE) invite papers for a jointly sponsored session on Victorian
Spaces: Real and Imagined. From haunted attics, to enchanted flower beds, to housing reform,
Victorians were deeply preoccupied with new conceptions of space. Their penchant for exploring the
shifting role of the production of space can be seen as deriving from historical spatial forms, such as
architecture, urban philanthropic projects and social-improvement publications. In another sense, such
spatial conceptions can be seen as having been represented culturally, whether through the imagined
landscapes of Alice’s wonder-filled garden afternoon, Pip’s navigation of London, or the PreRaphaelites’ reconceiving of medievalist spaces as contemporary portals. The Victorian Studies
Association of Ontario invites papers that consider the ways in which space was imagined,
represented and conceived during this historical moment, exploring the ways in which both real and
imagined spaces often converged on a proverbial continuum of representations. Papers might
examine how real or physical spaces were manifested, planned and represented by Victorians as they
conceived of and interacted with spatial theories and formations in myriad modes and discourses.
Others may inquire as to the ways in which the spaces Victorians imagined are potentially seen as
cultural representations of their collective affective lives, their utopian forecasts, their escapist
dreamscapes and their socio-political and imperial constructions and agendas. Possible themes might
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include but are not limited to:













Social, legal, and/or political histories of space, both urban and rural
Spatial theory
Genre and space (social reform novels, sentimental fiction, popular press narratives, children’s
literature, Romantic painting, utopia/dystopia, etc.)
Visual and print culture’s imagined spaces such as traditional visual forms (photography,
architecture, painting) and non-traditional visual forms (ephemera, cartography, games,
advertising, etc.)
Landscapes, gardens, ecocriticism
Medical, corporeal and scientific histories
Architectural spaces
Factories, social reform, cultural geography
Supernatural spaces: occultist practices, haunted houses, séance rooms, afterlives
Film, video, digital and new media criticism as well as criticism on contemporary visual artists
and writers whose historically-minded practices engage with Victorian conceptions of space
Spaces of Empire: race, travel, histories, transnational and translocal contexts
Interior design histories and design print culture (catalogues, pamphlets, journals, magazines)

Organizers: Lin Young (Queen’s University), l.young@queensu.ca; Emily Rothwell (Carleton
University), ejrothwell@gmail.com
Please send an email attachment of your 300-to-500-word paper proposal, without personal identifying
marks, and the 2018 Proposal Info Sheet available on the ACCUTE website.

Submitting to a Joint Panel
Persons submitting to one of these panels should send their submissions directly to the panel
organizer(s) by 15 November. Submitters are required to follow ACCUTE’s proposal guidelines
for submissions (as described in the final bullet point, above).
Please note that anyone presenting a paper in a joint panel must be a member of one or
both of ACCUTE or the partner organization. To join ACCUTE, click here. For more
information on joint panels, please click here. For information on member-organized panels,
click here.
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Christianity and Literature Study Group

Call for Papers
Annual Conference, Regina, 26-29 May 2018
The Christianity and Literature Study Group invites proposals for papers and sessions on any aspect of Christianity and
literature for its annual Conference at the 2018 Congress in Regina. We welcome a range of critical approaches and
topics, including pedagogy and creative writing, and a range of genres, including theatre or multimedia genres. This year
we are also featuring three member-organized sessions and our now-annual roundtable on pedagogy. We warmly
welcome new members and of course all participants from ACCUTE are welcome to attend our sessions.

Paper Proposals
Following the guidelines on the ACCUTE website, paper proposers should send a 300-500 word proposal (with no
identifying marks), a 100 word abstract, a 50 word biographical statement, and the submitter information form, to
dcbowen@redeemer.ca or to kateq@uwindsor.ca no later than 20 November 2017. Proposal submission forms are
available on the ACCUTE website at https://accute.ca/accute-conference/general-call-submission-form/ . All CLSG
proposals are sent to a minimum of two readers on a blind referee basis, and acceptance is confirmed usually by midJanuary.

Member-organized panels (see below)
This year’s topic for the joint panel between CLSG and ACCUTE is of urgent contemporary concern: Christianity, truth, and
reconciliation, as represented in works by Indigenous writers in Canada, organized by Matthew Zantingh and Johanna Bird
of Briercrest. We are also featuring a member-organized panel on the work of Marilynne Robinson, organized by Paul
Tyndall of Kwantlen, and one on Christianity, adaptation, and multimedia, organized by Jamie Paris of Corpus Christi
College. Our pedagogy roundtable this year, organized by Tina Trigg, is on the subject of academic integrity. Proposals for
these panels should be sent to the organizers no later than 20 November 2017 (15 November for the joint panel with
ACCUTE). Please note that if you are sending in a proposal for the Pedagogy Roundtable you are still eligible to propose a
full paper for another of our sessions or for the general CLSG pool!
Note: In order to present a paper at the CLSG meeting, you must be a member in good standing of ACCUTE as well as of
the CLSG. A CLSG membership form is included with this mailing; ACCUTE membership can be renewed or begun on their
website at accute.ca (the “join ACCUTE” tab).
Click here to go to the CLSG website and join CLSG.
Proposals for papers in the general pool should be sent to either Deborah or Katherine at the addresses or emails below:
Deborah Bowen
Department of English
Redeemer University College
777 Garner Road E.
Ancaster, ON L9K 1J4
dcbowen@redeemer.ca

Katherine Quinsey
Department of English
University of Windsor
Windsor, ON N9B 3P4
kateq@uwindsor.ca
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ACCUTEMembership
It Benefits You; It Benefits Our Profession
ACCUTE’S MISSION
To promote the interests of those teaching and researching in the various fields of English Studies in
Canadian colleges and universities by facilitating the dissemination and exchange of research and
the exploration of professional issues, by organizing scholarly and professional meetings, by seeking
to improve working conditions, by representing and promoting the scholarly and research interests
of members before such bodies as provincial and federal granting agencies, and by supporting the
interests and aspirations of members entering the profession.

AS AN ACCUTE MEMBER, YOU GAIN:
o
o
o
o

o
o
o

Four print issues annually of cutting-edge scholarship from ESC: English Studies in Canada, the
nation's leading generalist journal in the discipline and a global force in multidisciplinary humanities
scholarship (ESC is downloaded more than 80,000 times per year in over 80 countries);
A direct political voice in one of the largest and most recognized humanities associations in Canada;
Membership in the Canadian Federation for the Humanities and Social Sciences (CFHSS), which
lobbies on our behalf to SSHRC and the Federal government;
Eligibility for travel funds to present at our annual conference, where scholars from around Canada
and the world discuss research, teaching, and professional concerns, and where experts from
across all areas and methodologies of English studies can offer you new insights and areas of
inquiry;
The right to propose conference panels (all papers are anonymously peer-reviewed);
Access and the right to submit to the quarterly ACCUTE Newsletter, with articles about scholarly and
professional concerns, as well as advocacy documents and surveys and data on the profession;
Access and the right to submit to ACCUTE’s social media (Facebook and Contract AcademicFaculty
Caucus Facebook, Twitter @ACCUTEnglish and @ACCUTE_CAF) and its blog English Matters, which
builds on our advocacy voice and opens space for discussion, promotes your Calls for Papers, and
provides our well-known jobs list of academic and other pertinent employment opportunities.

YOUR ACCUTE MEMBERSHIP SUPPORTS THE PROFESSION:
ACCUTE advocates for improvements to working conditions in the Canadian academy, including issues
related to Contract Academic Faculty;
o We developed a best practices document regarding contract faculty employment, which was
unanimously supported by the Canadian Association of Chairs of English and sent to English
departments across Canada;
o Working with CFHSS, we are lobbying SSHRC regarding our members’ researchneeds;
o ACCUTE is regularly consulted by CFHSS, SSHRC, and other agencies regarding professional and
scholarly policy matters, including, recently, open-access policies, metrics, and other issues;
o ACCUTE’s presidents and board members address universities, colleges, government,
government agencies, and national forums on pressing scholarly and professional issues.

o

Membership in ACCUTE is ... a chance to be part of conversations and initiatives that help nourish and
protect intellectual interests while promoting the public interest in a robust and diverse Canadian
academy. ... No one should miss that opportunity. – Len Findlay, Distinguished Professor, University of
Saskatchewan
CLICK HERE TO JOIN!
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