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President's Column resentatives at the Edmonton Congress, and there I 
heard clearly the significance of those meetings to 

Shannon Hengen (Laurentian) the conferees. "It's a time to recharge batteries," 
In the past sixteen months or so, I have listened said one member. "It's a show of loyalty and soli-

attentively to things touching on our discipline and darity," said another. And I will quote a full para-
our association, and today, writing this, I am re- graph from the ACUTE history to recall the empha-
minded ofan old joke: a newcomer to town (let's sis that has always been placed on the annual con-
say Sudbury) stops on the street and asks somebody ference: 
who appears to be a longtime resident of the town At the ACUTE dinner given in his honour in 
how to get to the library. The longtime resident 1978 Clarence Tracy was to recall the situation 
thinks for a moment and then says, "go two blocks of th; English specialist before the founding of 
ahead and then tum right. Oh no, you can't tum ACUTE. He spoke of the frustration he had 
right there. So go five blocks ahead. Oh no, that's himself felt, as a young academic teaching on 
the lake. Go ahead for a while and then tum left, the prairies in the 1940's, in attempting to main-
and then right. Oh no, that's a dead end. Actually, tain his scholarly interests in isolation from col-
you can't get to the library from here." As the new leagues with whom he could discuss them; o~ 
President of ACCUTE, I am still struggling to get the lack of"official" encouragement of the d1s-
where I need to go after three months in office, even cipline ... ( J ). 
with the best directions. The conference-planned largely by the ACCUTE 

One set of directions tells the executive to move office-seems a major force against feelings of iso-
more into advocacy, with government and in the Jation and lack of encouragement for English Stud-
media, perhaps shifting to the host university or ies. 
elsewhere responsibilities for chairing each year's While I believe that we academics in English can 
ACCUTE program. Another set asks us to pay and even perhaps should do better at explaining to 
careful attention to the original mandate of AC- those outside of the university our work and the 
CUTE, encouraging membership and facilitating the value of it, we must also continue to do that work 
annual meetings of that membership. Advocacy well- teach, read, interpret, write. That we do so is 
takes time and energy; so does the job of Program witnessed by the annual conference, the newsletter, 
Chair and membership coordinator. the journal, and the ACCUTE membership in gen-

Having read recently the booklet "ACUTE: Th~ eral in their lively, passionate, thoughtful engage-
First Twenty-Five Years, 1957-1982" (by Margorie ment with English Studies past, present, and to 
Garson), I realize that this pair of duties is not new. come. 
Statements such as the following appear throughout Therein lies my guide. We can perhaps get 

to the library from here, it seems to me, but not by 
straying far. 

to remind that the Humanities have historically been 
under siege and to imply that we must always take 
heed: "The feeling that in the coming reconsidera-
tion of government priorities the humanities were 
likely to get short shrift was also growing by the ~ 
end of the decade" ( 11 ). The decade referred to is Shannon Hengen. 
the 1960s. 

Also historically rooted-and perhaps indeed, to 
my novice perceptions, the defining feature of the 
organization-is deep concern for and commitment 
to the annual meetings. My first official ACCUTE 
duty, carried out when I was still president-elect, 
was to chair the lunchtime session for Campus Rep-

P.S. Please see ACCUTE executive assistant 
Melanie Marttila's note on p. 6. Welcome also to 
our GTA, Julie Spergel, a student in Law-entian's 
Interdisciplinary MA in Humanities. 

,,·;? 
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Quebec City 2001 - May 23-30 
Laval University 

This issue of the newsletter includes the major 
calls for papers-both general and specific-for 
the 2001 Congress of t,be Social Sclences and 
Humanities. We have survived the dreaded mil-
lennial year, which, depending on the calendar you 
follow, may still be in the offing, without too many 
scars. Despite the changes the past year has 
brought to ACCUTE, we continue to grow and 
change, building on the past and adapting to what 
the future offers. 

Open Call for Papers and Proposals Re-
lated to Your Current Research 

Anything goes - and goes by our vettors. You 
certainly do not have to·match your research and 
writing to any of the Congress themes. We are al-
ways interested in 'Strong and promising proposals 
on any a~pect of English studies, so please con-
sider submitting something in response to this gen-
eral call. Individual papers emerging from your 
own specific work in your fields always dominate 
the Congress program. Our challenge is to match 
the accepted papers with a view to shaping rea-
sonably coherent and inviting panels. ACCUTE is 
not a specialist society; we are aiming to program 
with the breadth of our member.s' interests and ac-
tivities in mind. 

Member Organized Sessions 

As identified in the last newsletter, the Con-
gress themes are: 

• The Role of the Intellectual in Society 
• Language, Culture, and Community 
• Plagues and Viruses 

We have received several intriguing proposals, 
detailed later in this newsletter, and have been 
quite pleased with this year's response to the calt 
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for proposals. 

Plenary Speakers 

We are excited and honoured to annoW1ce Ju-
dith Herz as one of the plenary speakers for the 
2001 conference (see more about Judith on p. 7). 
Plans are also Wlderway for a plenary session un-
der the conference theme of the Public Intellectual 
on Nonnan Feltes's work (seep. 7). More to 
come in the December newsletter on the matter of 
plenary speakers. 

Conference Notes 

Nigel Thomas of Laval has graciously accepted 
to be Campus Liaison and Readings Coordinator 
for the Laval 2001 conference. Thank you. 

An ACCUTE-organized session is being cre-
ated on media and English Studies, following from 
suggestions made at the Campus Representatives 
meeting last May in Edmonton. Also, please note 
that the Professional Concerns committee is solic-
iting proposals from individuals this fall on topi~s 
outlined in Mary Griffin's report (seep. 23), aris-
ing from discussions at their meetings at the 2000 
conference. 

Special Panels 

This year, we have two joint NASSR/ ACCUTE 
sessions, proposed by Ina Ferris and Joel Faflak on 
"Romantic Travels" and "Romantic Pathologies" 
respectively. Renate Eigenbrod offers a joint 
ACTR/ ATRC and ACCUTE session on ''Daniel 
David Moses: Playwright, Poet, and Anthologist." 
Finally, Victorian Studies associations have col-
lected no less than four proposals in the theme of 
"Victorian Studies and Interdisciplinarity,'' pre-
senting them together as a joint sessions with AC-
CUTE. 

As is now our custom, we will be working with 
the Allied Associations as much as possible, and 
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as financing permits, to strengthen our Shared Pro-
gram and offer as diverse a set of papers, discipli-
nary and interdisciplinary, as we can. If you think 
your proposal might work well with any one of our 
allied affiliates, please let us know and we will aim 
to establish joint panels where appropriate. 

Travel Funding 

We hope that those of you who filed accurate 
claims for this past year's Congress at the Univer-
sity of Alberta are satisfied with your reimburse-
ments. We have tried to accommodate as much of 
your expenses as possible. Our travel budget is 
always uncertain, however, since we lurch from 
year to year in uneasy anticipation of SSHRC 
funding, and rarely know until very late in the 
planning process whether or not we will be receiv-
ing assistance. The ACCUTE budget itself, with-
out the aid of the SSHRC, simply cannot be 
stretched to cover travel expenses for presenters. 
We have been vocal about this unhappy state of 
affairs, knowing full well how constrained most of 
us are by our own institutions' limited resources-
or generosity. 

Procedures for Submitting Proposals 
and Papers 

If you are responding to our general call for pa-
pers, please send three copies of your paper or 
proposal to the ACCUTE office at Laurentian. 
Submissions should be postmarked no later than 
15 November 2000. If you are responding to the 
organizer of a proposed special session, please 
send three copies of your paper or proposal di-
rectly to the organizer by the same date. The or-
ganizer will forward copies of the proposals or pa-
pers received to the ACCUTE office by 15 Decem-
ber, 2000 together with assessments of each sub-
mission. 

Unless otherwise indicated by the organizer of a 
special session, proposals should be 300 to 500 
words in length. We also strongly encourage sub-

mission of an electronic copy of all proposals by 
email as well as three hard copies. This rule ap· 
plies in the case of member-organized sessions as 
well as submissions sent in response to the general 
call for papers. Electronic copy will facilitate the 
vetting of proposals and reduce the costs of post-
age for the Association. By saving postage, we 
hope to reserve more money to support presenters' 
travel costs. 

If you are submitting a completed paper, it 
should be no longer than 12 to 13 double-spaced 
pages (approximately 20 minutes speaking time). 

· Please include a copy on disk, clearly labeling the 
disk with your name, the title of your paper, and 
the computer program used. The ACCUTE com-
puter can handle electronic texts in just about any 
format. 

Each copy of your paper or proposal should be 
accompanied by a cover page containing the fol-
lowing information: your name (in the form 
LAST, FIRST), address, email, phone and fax 
numbers, the title of your paper and a SO-word bio-
bibliographical note. Also include with each copy,· 
on a separate page, a 100-word abstract of your 
paper, including its title. Abstracts and bios ex-
ceeding these limits will have lo be cut for inclu-
sion in the conference programme. Please include 
electronic copies of your bios and abstract as well. 
In order to permit blind reviewing by assessors, the 
papers and proposals themselves should not in-
clude the author's name, position or institutional 
affiliation. 

Vetting of Papers and Proposals 

With the exception of presentations in executive-
organized sessions, all submissions for the AC-
ClITE conference programme are vetted by at 
least two specialists in the field and read by the 
ACCUTE president. In the case of member-
organized sessions, the organizer acts as the first 
vettor; the submissions to the proposed session are 
then sent out to a second vettor, with the names of 
the submitters withheld, as in the case of submis-



sions received in response to the general call for 
papers. 

In the case of joint sessions with other societies, 
ACCUTE has to be prepared to respect the other 
society's procedures for selection. But wherever 
possible, we also seek the opinion of a specialist 
reader who is a member of our own Association as 
well. 

The ACCUTE office will do everything within 
its power to ensure that papers or proposals sub,. 
mitted in response to the general call for papers 
and those submitted to the organizers of special 
sessions have an equal chance of being included in 
the conference programme. 

Assessors are asked to judge each paper or pro-
posa I according to the following criteria: 

A. Guidelines for the Assessment of Pa-
pers: 

1. Significance: the paper should make an original 
contribution to scholarship, to theoretical under-
standing, or to current debates on matters of com-
mon interest to ACCUfE members. 

2. Accessibility: if focusing on a single and little-
known text, the paper should address issues that 
would be of interest to members unfamiliar with it, 
and indicate these in its title. A good paper should 
invite the interest of non-specialists. 

3. Presentation: the arguments of the paper should 
be made coherently and with rhetorical polish. 

4. Length: papers at the conference must be effec-
tively presented in 20 minutes or less. Papers writ-
ten without consideration of this time constraint (i. 
e. papers over 3000 words in length) will need sig-
nificant re,.writing. In cases in which the scholarly 
significance of the paper might justify such re-
writing, vettors may make the case for it, but this 
remains a matter of their professional judgement. 

B. Guidelines for the Assessment of Pro-
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posals:. 

I . A good proposal should have a clear thesis. It 
should present some indication of the evidence that 
will be put forward to support it. It should take 
into account published criticism relevant to the 
topic being investigated. In short, it should read 
like the abstract of an argument written by some,. 
one knowledgeable in the field concerned, not the 
description of an interesting area for investigation. 

2. As well, a good proposal should give a strong 
indication that it will result in a paper meeting the 
criteria in ACCUfE' s guidelines for papers. 
above. 

Criteria for Selection 

When making final decisions about the pro-
gramme, the conference organizers place most em-
phasis on the reports of the vettors. Any submis-
sion receiving two assessments of "Outstanding" 
by our vettors is automatically included on the 
conference programme. In the small number of 
cases where a paper or proposal is assessed as out-
standing by one vettor and poor by another, the 
organizers try, wherever possible, to obtain the 
opinion of a third specialist vettor. 

The organizers also consider the necessity of 
including a range of period, national, theoretical 
and critical interests on the programme and the 
ways in which the papers can be intelligently 
grouped in coherent sessions. Other factors taken 
into account in deciding between equally ranked 
submissions include the scholarly achievement 
reflected in the bio-bibliographical note 
(particularly in the case of proposals as opposed to 
completed papers); regional representation; and 
whether or not the submitter has presented at the 
preceding year's ACCUfE conference. You will 
receive not.ification of the decision concerning 
your submission in late February. A draft version 
of the programme will appear in the March 2001 
issue of the A CC UTE Newsletter. 
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Well ... that's what It looks like from 
here .. . 
Melanie Marttila, Executive Assistant to ACCUTE 

'Why don't you write a column?" 
And llke a fish that got the worm, but not the hook, I 

was off and swimming. 
Not quite. My first thought was, "What the heck am I 

going to write about?" After thinking about Shannon's 
suggestion for a day or so, I became a bit more comfort-
able \\ith the Idea. Most of you, after all, Will be In touch 
With me one way or the other over the next two years. 
Why not Introduce myself? It's the polite thing to do. 

So who Is Melanie Marttlla, a.k.a. 
accute@nlckel.laurentlan.ca? 

•An alumnus of both Laurentian University, where 
she graduated cum laude 'Mth a BA in English, 
rhetoric stream, and the University of Windsor, 
where she completed her MA In English Literature 
and Creative Writing. 
•A published writer of both poetry and prose. 
•A desk-top publisher. 
•A librarian. 
•A Web page designer. 

And now, I'm the new executive assistant for ACCUTE. 
Just think of me as another Incarnation of your English 
department secretary; though I'm not nearly as 
experienced at this as he/she Is. 

The last few months have been an education. The 
Web site Is up and running at 
www.laurentlan.cafwww/accute, this newsletter Is out, 
and the membership database, malllng labels, email, 
phone system, and flies are finally In hand. I've learned 
to be a negotiator, detective, technlchlan, fire-fighter, 
and housekeeper. All In the metaphorical sense, of 
course ... but I have a lot left to learn. 

The focus of this column Is not on what I have done, 
however, but on what I have left to do, and that Is what 
concerns all of you. One frontier that remains to be 
conquered Is the llstsel\l. 

The resources I have available to me In this respect 
are fairly limited, and after working to get the llstsel\l 
functional, I have discovered that It Is not, In fact, 
working at all. Therefore, 'Mth Shannon's permission, I 
am Investigating other options, Including an on-llne 

service that Is free, offers the promise of "ad-free" 
communication, and a convenient method of maintaining 
the llstserv beyond the term of the Laurentlan executive 
without disrupting service to the ACCUTE membership. 
With luck, by the time you receive this nev.ietter, or 
shortly thereafter, you should receive an emall Invitation 
to Join the new, fully functional llstserv. I hope It wlll be a 
good move for all concerned. 

Into the future now. Aside from the duties 
. encumbant upon me as executive assistant, I would llke 

to accomplish a few things while I'm with you. The first 
of these was the seedling Idea of Amy T ompklns, who 
was kind enough to prepare what she called the "Rough 
Gulde" for the executive assistant position. Over the 
course of the next two years, I wlll be adding to this 
document In the hope of making the next transition 
between executives less problematic. Not that this 
transition has been any more challenging than any other 
In the past. I slmply believe strongly that solld 
preparation can make any task easier. 

Some of the other goals that I've set for myself are to 
work on the design of both the Web site and the 
newsletter. Addltlonal (and Inexpensive) promotion Is 
another Item on my list, and I would love to offer a new 
logo to ACCUTE; something distinctive for posters and 
pamphlets, that can be kept on disc, and evolve as the 
organization does. 

Wiii i be able to achieve any of these goals? That 
remains to be seen, but It will be fun trying, and It will be 
Interesting to hear your opinions and suggestions along 
the way. I am first, and foremost, a student. 

And for the next two years, I remain ... 
your servant In all things ACCUTE. 

Melanie Marttlla 
(at least ... that's what It looks like from here) 

., ·? 
' ~~~~~~~~~~~~  
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/ Themes for the 2001 Conference 

The Role of the Intellectual in Society 
Language, Culture, and Community 

Plagues and Viruses 

Calls for Papers: Options 
Members of ACCUTE are invited to submit proposals or papers in response to our 

general call for papers, or to respond to the calls on particular topics issued by members 
seeking to organize sessions or joint sessions with other societies. Under the general 
call for papers, members can submit papers or proposals on topics of their choice, or 
alternatively, they can chose to address one of the ACCUTE Congress 2001 Themes. 

Plenary Speakers 

Judith Herz (Concordia), a former President of ACCUTE (1984-86) and Presi-
dent in 2000-2001 of the John Donne Society. She is also current Chair of the 
Management Board of the Aid to Scholarly Publications Programme of the Hu-
manities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada (and member of its Execu-
tive). She has two books on Forster: The Short Narratives of EMF and A Pas-
sage to India: Nation and Narration. Her other interest is 17th-century poetry 
and she has written articles on Milton, Marvell, Lanyer, and Donne, among oth-
ers. Two of her recent essays are "Aemelia Lanyer and the Pathos of Literary 
History" and "Of Circles, Friendship, and the Imperatives of Literary History.,, 

A panel on Norman Feltes's contribution to/participation in the intel-
lectual/activist life of Canada will immediately precede the AGM. 

" ' 
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Call for Papers: Special Sessions 
ACCUTE/NASSR (North American Society for the Study of Romanticism) 

Romantic Pathologies 
Papers and proposals are invited for two sessions on the "treatment'' of pathology-literary, phi-
losophical, scientific, social, political-in British and/or European Romanticism: the dis-ease of 
organicism; threats to the body politic; cults of health, cultural cures and hygiene; deformities of 
the anthropos; specters of the cogito, breeding and proliferating bodies, etc. One session will 
address descriptions of/cultural opinions about madness, hysteria, revolution, deviance, dis-
ease, etc. The second session will focus on pathologies of pathology and thus on forms used to 
address, contain, or normalize pathology: histories, case histories, confessions, theories, sys-
tems, taxonomies, Bi/dung, etc. 
Please note that all papers will be strictly limited to 15 minutes reading time. Please send TWO 
copies of papers (10pp) or detalled proposals (2pp), along with TWO copies of a 100-word ab-
stract and a 50-word bio by November 30, 2000. A disk or email copy should also be submitted 
to: JOEL FAFLAK, DEPT. OF ENGLISH, WILFRID LAURIER UNIVERSITY, WATERLOO, ON 
N2L 3C5 CANADA. Email: jfaflak@wlu.ca Phone: (519) 884-0710 ext. 2807 

Romantic Travels 1780-1832 
Submissions are invited for a special session jointly sponsored by ACCUTE and the North 
American Society for the Study of Romanticism (NASSR) at the ACCUTE conference, Laval 
University, May 23-26, 2001. 
Papers and detailed proposals on all aspects of the literary and cultural implications of travel for 
British and/or European Romanticism are welcome. Possible topics include travel and new dis-
courses of knowledge (e.g. ethnology, archeology, botany); the emergence of tourism; forms of 
travel writing (agricultural, picturesque, scientific, civic, imperial, sentimental, etc.); domestic 
versus foreign travel; travel and the poetic impulse; gender and travel; anti-tourist genres; 
travel and illness; notions of cross-cultural encounter; desire and mobility; exile as a form of 
travel, etc. N .B. Please note that papers will be strictly limited to 15 minutes reading time. 
Please send three copies of papers (10pp) or proposals (2pp), along with a 100-word abstract 
and a 50-word bio by November 30, 2000. A disk or email copy should also be submitted to 
the session organizer: Ina Ferris, Department of English, University of Ottawa, 70 Laurier St. 
East, Ottawa, ON K1N 6N5. Email: iferris@uottawa.ca Fax: (613) 562-5990 Phone: (613) 
562-5800 x1151 



Joint ACCUTE and ACTR/ATRC 
Session: 
Danlel David Moses: PLAYWRIGHT, POET 
and ANTHOLOGIST. 

In connection with the planned performance 
of 0.0. Moses's play THE DREAMING 
BEAUTY by the De-ba-Jeh-mu-Jlg Theatre 
Group al the 2001 ACCUTE conference (with 
the playwright In attendance) I want to propose 
a session which wlll focus on the plays and 
poems by this Delaware artist and writer with· 
out excluding comparisons with other Abortgl-
nal literary works. Thus papers on, for exam-
ple, the development of Moses' dramatic work, 
the role of "the tragic" and "the comic" In his 
and other Aboriginal plays would be welcome, 
as well as a discussion on the social function 
of theatre Ip Aboriginal communities and on 
the genre of chlldrens plays/llterature (like THE 
DREAMING BEAUTY) In an Aboriginal con-
text. I want to encourage presentations on 
Daniel David Moses as the co-editor of the 

widely used ANTHOLOGY of CANADIAN NA· 
TIVE LITERATURE In ENGLISH with speclal 
consideration of the anthology's role In the 
canon formation of "Native• llterature In acade-
mia. 

Please send three copies of proposals (300· 
500 words) or completed papers ( 12· 13 
pages), 100-word abstracts, and 50-word blo-
blbllographlc sketches by November 15, 2000, 
along with a disk or email copy to: 

Renate Elgenbrod 
102 Regent St. 
Thunder Bay, ON P7A 5G9 
Email: geigenbr@flash.lakeheadu.ca 

•• 
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Ji IJ f FOUR VICTORIAN STUDIES PANELS AT THE 2001 CONGRESS AT LA- j, 
f' VAL I( 

l JOINTLY SPONSORED PANELS BY VICTORIAN STUDIES ASSOCIA- .~ 
~ TIONS AND ACCUTE (open to all members of the specified association and AC- A 
a. CUTE): j 
a. » 
[ VICTORIAN STUDIES AND INTERDISCIPLINARITY (VSAO AND AC- 1 
II CUTE) ·11 
Ii i1 .., The VSAO (Victorian Studies Association of Ontario) and ACCUTE invite papers for a ... 
~ jointly sponsored session on Victorian Studies and Interdisciplinarity. Speakers may address » l such topics as "literature and science," "literature and the visual arts," "literature and history," ~ 
a. and "literature and philosophy,'' using specific Victorian texts/representations to explore is- » 
II sues relating to disciplinary border crossing, and being very precise about their use of these II 
.., convenient but ambiguous terms. The boundaries for many of these disciplines were not as :. 
~. distinct in the Victorian period as they are today, or were in formation; how, then, ought con- :~ 
~ temporary Victorian scholars treat issues relating to medium, genre, and training/expertise? )J 
( Proposals should be 300-500 words in length, and should clearly indicate the originality or » 
II scholarly significance of the proposed paper, the line of argument, the principal texts the paper If f will speak to, and the relation of the paper to existing scholarship on the topic. Completed pa- ,·

1 .., pers should fulfill these criteria, and should be no longer than 12-13 double-spaced pages. :, l ] 
l Please email your paper or proposal, 100-word abstract, and SO-word bio-bibtiographical ] l sketch, and also mail or fax three hard copies of paper or proposal, accompanied by three cop- II 
a, ies of abstract and bio-bibliographical sketch, by IS November, 2000, to: ] 

t i ll. Professor Lorraine Janzen Kooistra, VSAO President, Department of English, Ni pissing Uni- )..I 
~. versity, 100 College Drive, P.O. Box 5002, North Bay, Ontario, PlB 8L7 
~ Email: ljk@faculty.unipissing.ca, FAX: (705) 474-1947, Tel: (705) 474-3461 ~ 
II II 
l~ The Great Exhibition and Victorian Culture (VSA WC and ACCUTE) JI 
~ ] 
~ Papers are invited for a session co-sponsored by the Victorian Studies Associqtion of Western J 
II' Canada and ACCUTE honouring the 1 SOth Anniversary of the Great Exhibition of 1851. JI f Topics to be addressed might include: Victorians and tourism, spectacle, commodity culture, ·· 
,• the museum and the market, production and representation, the phantasmagoria of exhibition, JJ 
l( the crowd and the regulation of space, bourgeois culture and the democratization of consump- )J 
~ tion, and issues of cultural power touching on gender, class and ethnicity. Proposals should be JJ 
~ 300-500 words in length, and should clearly indicate the originality or scholarly significance ) 

~ ~ 
Lt-.v --·1.,.-.,.:-·-•t--- ·:~ ·:·-··:- •:- -•t - •t--·:- d!t r:=::!:·-!t-- •:~ ~--.r!:--•:- •:--•:- ~:- ·~·-•: ... -•:~~ -:...•: . . •: - .,:. ~·:- .,: . .. •J . ~ .. 11 
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~ l f of the proposed paper, the line of argument, the principal texts the paper will 1i 
f speak to, and the relation of the paper to existing scholarship on the topic. Com- ] r pleted papers should fulfill these criteria, and should be no longer than 12-13 dou- ~ 
[ ble-spaced pages. ~ 

ll Please email your paper or proposal, 100-word abstract, and 50-word bio- .! 
~ bibliographical sketch, and also send three copies of paper or proposal, accompa- J 
it nied by three copies of abstract and bio-bibliographical sketch, by November 15, ~ 
~ 2000to: j 
~ J 
'I~ 111 i Dr. Isobel Findlay, Department of Management and Marketing, College of Com- ~ 
a, merce, University of Saskatchewan, 25 Campus Drive, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, .~ 
~ S7N 5A7 )J 
'I. 

1
11 ~ Email: findlay@commerce.usask.ca ~ 

[. ~ 
a, MEMBER-ORGANIZED SESSIONS FOR THE 2001 ACCUTE CONFER· j 
~ ENCE j 
a. ~ 
I 
~ Bronte Disseminations: An Interdisciplinary Roundtable JJ 
i j 
II The Brontes have generated a cultural industry. From postcolonial and/or contem- II 
f porary rewritings of Jane Eyre and Wuthering Heights (Jean Rhys's Wide Sar-

1
i1 

[ gasso Sea, Jane Urquart's Changing Heaven, John Wheatcroft's Catherine, Her ] 
II Book, Bharati Mukherjee's Jasmine) to a host oflesser known re-writings, sequels JI 
ji and prequels; from a succession of stage, film and comic book adaptations of the 'ii 
[ Brontes'

11
novelsd~o H~lt &Eenfre~ adbs fohr abpberfumed

1
nam

1
. eh~' ''PfrassioMn" womp bhy a , JI 

II woman re-rea mg ..1ane yre m a at tu y can e 1g t ; om onty yt ons 'ii 
ji semaphore version of Wuthering Heights, Kate Bush's musical hit "Heathcliff," ] 
ii and Max Ferguson's parodic "Cape Breton" version of Heathcliffs revenge, to a II 
[' recent detective thriller entitled "The Crimes of Charlotte Bronte" and innumer- l°I f able websites capitalizing on the Brontes as a cultural commodity: the Brontes r, 
[ and their works pervade "high" and popular culture. jj 

f~ This interdisciplinary roundtable discussion of disseminations of the Brontes and fi 
~ ~ 

~ ~ 
11 Y ~· •:;, •/- .:?:: !: :;~ / ~=~•: ,;--.!J=-!I = !:~ : =-=!: :=.-::.~: :-::--_•: ::..:=•l=:.-:.!t :=!: ::~-:.~: :=:! : = ~ = !t -:..-=~: = !: -:=:.~ =!: =-•:=!I - ~=:-. .. ·=~=:, ..dJ 
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[ their texts in history and in contemporary culture will explore questions such as Ji 
!( the changing functions their biographies and their novels (or poems) play in the cultural 'ii 
~ imaginaries of different periods and/or societies; the interpenetration of high and popular II 
~ cultures, or of academic and commercial cultures; and the ways in which different media :ii 
ll: shape adaptations of their stories. :. 
a. J 
a, Proposals 300-500 words in length should be for presentations of 10-12 minutes ( with vis- }J 
~ ual aids such as overheads if these are available). They should indicate the central focus of II 
~. the presentation, the questions or issues it will address, its originality and its relation to Ji 
a, existing scholarship. ] 
~ 1 [ Please send proposals by November 20th to: :ii 

~ Marjorie Stone, Department of English, Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, ) 
if. B3H 3J5 }J 
a. Email: mistone@is.dal.ca ~ 

Papers are invited for a session on Victorian Advertising and Print Culture. Speakers may 
address such topics as Victorian advertising and the boundaries of gender, rac.e, and class; 
the relationship between advertising and other aspects of Victorian print culture; consum-
erism and Victorian literature; and commodities and culture. Proposals should be 300-
500 words in length, and should clearly indicate the originality or scholarly significance 
of the proposed paper, the line of argument, the principal texts the paper will speak to, and 
the relation of the paper to existing scholarship on the topic. Completed papers should 
fulfill these criteria, and should be no longer than 12-13 double-spaced pages. 

Please email your paper or proposal, 100-word abstract, and SO-word bio-bibliographical 
sketch, and also send three copies of paper or proposal, accompanied by three copies of 
abstract and bio-bibliographical sketch, by November 15, 2000 to: 

Professor Lisa Surridge, Department of English, University of Victoria, PO Box 3070 
STN CSC, Victoria, BC, V8W 3Wl 
Email: lsurridg@uvic.ca 
or: 
Professor Jo Devereux, Department of English, University of Western Ontario, London, 
ON,N6A3K7 
Email: jdevereu@julian.uwo.ca 



page 13 

MEMBER ORGANIZED SESSIONS for the 2001 ACCUTE CONFERENCE 

Law and Literature: Postcolonlal Perspectives 

Papers on law, literature, and/or their Intersections are Invited; topics might Include psychoanalysis and law; legal 
narrative; trial drama; prison theatre; law and representation; theoretical writing on law by Benjamin, de Certeau, 
Foucault, Derrida, Cornell, or Carol Smart; postcolonlal hybrfdlzaUons of Imperial law. Other topics are welcome. 

Three copies of papers (maximum of 12 double-spaced pages) or proposals (300-500 words), accompanied by three 
copies of a 100-word abstract and a 50-word blographlcal sketch should be sent, by November 15, to: 

Gary Bolre, Chair, Department of English, Wllfrld Launer University, Watertoo, Ontario N2L 3C5. 
Email: gbolre@wlu.ca 

Unacknowledged Legislators: Poet-Scholars and the Poetics Essay 

Shelley's famous asserUon that poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the world was revised by George Op-
pen to say that poets are the legislators of the unacknowledged world. Both of these claims have been made repeat-
edly by poets, and most explicitly In the poetics essay. Poets' prose, however, Is rarely read for what It purports to 
say about the world-language, polltlcs, love, Justice, nature, or soclal structure, for Instance-but rather for explica-
tion or confirmation of the poets' <mn writings. This panel wlll address the rhetorical, cultural, and academic status of 
the poeUcs essay (and from this point of view, the social and academic role of the poet-scholar). Why are the 
clalms of this genre often so large and yet so frequently diminished by scholarty readers? What kind of dlstlncUve 
perspective or mode of apprehension can the poetics essay offer? What are the academic assumptions and expec-
tations that make this genre a marginal one? 

Papers or proposals should clearly Indicate the orlglnallty or scholarty significance of the proposed paper, the line of 
argument, the principal texts the paper wlll address, and the relation of the paper to existing scholarship. 

Send three copies of your paper (12 -13 double-spaced pages) or your proposal (300 - 500 words) with three cop-
ies of a 100-word abstract and three copies of a 50-word blographlcal sketch as well as a disk or email copy of all 
texts by November 15, 2000 to: 

Miriam Nichols 
Department of English 
University College of the Fraser Valley 
33844 King Road 
Abbotsbord, B.C. V2S 7M9 
Emall: mfaith1738@home.com or nlcholsm@ucfv.ca 
Fax: 604-254-8594 



page 14 

MEMBER ORGANIZED SESSIONS for the 2001 ACCUTE CONFERENCE 
(con'd) 

Literature and Medicine: Plagues and Viruses 
In keeping with one of the themes for the 2001 Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences 
at Laval University, submissions dealing with any aspect of literature and medicine are invited. 
Three copies of papers and proposals, accompanied by three copies of a 100-word abstract and 
a 50-word bio-bibliographical sketch should be sent to the address below by November 15tti , 
2000. Proposals should be 300-500 words in length, and should clearly indicate the originality or 
scholarly significance of the proposed paper, the line of argument, and the principal texts the pa-
per will address. It is hoped that a selection of these papers might be published in an edited vol-
ume later next year. 

Bernard O'Dwyer 
Department of English/ 
Medical Humanities 
Memorial University 
St. John's, NF 
CANADA A 1 C 587 
Email: bodwyer@morgan.ucs.mun.ca 

Homosexuality as Literary Plague: Canadian Literature and the Inscription of 
Pathology 

Homosexual desire has often been pathologized, criminalized and ignored, both in the writing and study of 
Canadian literatures, in English or French. Its appearance has been used to explain the pathological na-
ture of disease and dis-ease, especially (though not exclusively) as it may relate to the current scourge of 
HIV and AIDS. 

From psychlatrlcally-inscrlbed Illness (read: thwarted heterosexuality) to "self-inflicted" affliction (read: 
AIDS), homosexual-related discourses prescribe a normative heterosexuality, one which controls other 
sexualities by labeling them either deviant or criminal. This is especially apparent in the construction of the 
Canadian literary canon, where the aspiration and need for a "straight"-forward tradition underscored-
and continues to do so-an anxiety regarding presumably uncontrollable sexual desires inimical to its pro-
ject. 
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How has homosexuality-as-plague revealed itself in either fictive or non-fictive accounts? How has the 
appearance of what was labeled sexually deviant enabled the status qua fix of a normative national het-
erosexual conscience? Which closeted fictions reveal configurations of problematic identities, genders 
and subjectivities, especially as these evoked and troubled "acceptable" (sexual) desire? How have writ-
ers accepted as much as rejected circulating psychosocial profiles of the homosexual in Canada, includ-
ing those writers who may have been homosexual themselves? 

Proposals may consider not only the coterie of "usual suspects"--Sinclair Ross, Patrick Anderson, John 
Glassco--but also those not particularly given more extended study concerning their uses of homosexual-
lty (Alice Munro, Mavis Gallant, Michael Ondaatje) and those whose use and problematizing of homosexu-
ality have been largely ignored (Michael Weiner, Barbara Gowdy, Peter McGhee). 

Three copies of papers or proposals, accompanied by three copies of a 100-word abstract and a 50-word 
autobiographical sketch, should be sent to the address below by November 15. Email and disc copies 
(MS Word) are also welcome. Proposals should be 300-500 words in length and should clearly indicate 
the originality of the paper, the argument, prlnclpal texts used, and the contribution to existing scholarship. 
Completed papers should also fulfill these criteria and be NO LONGER THAN 12 PAGES, double-spaced. 

Andrewlesk 
Departement d'Etudes anglaises 
Universite de Montreal 
CP 6128 succ Centre-Ville 
Montreal QC H3C 3J7 
Canada 
Email: leska@magellan.umontreal.ca 
URL: www.andrewlesk.com 

Historical Trauma and Contemporary Fiction 

Recent fiction since 1980 has been preoccupied with examples of historical trauma such as the 
Great War, the Second World War, Vietnam, civil wars, dictatorships, Apartheid, colonialism, or 
other resonant sites of unresolved collective memory. But what problems and possibilities arise 
when catastrophic events become subjects of novels? And what cultural work, if any, is per-
formed by this mode of historiographic literature? Ideally, papers submitted to this panel should 
explore the secondary mediation of historical trauma in a fictional mode; however, papers which 
self-consciously explore the relationship between testimony and fiction are also encouraged. 
Theoretical, cross-cultural, and interdisciplinary approaches are most welcome. 
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MEMBER ORGANIZED SESSIONS for the 2001 ACCUTE CONFERENCE 
(con'd) 

Possible concerns include: 

+globalization and human rights 
+testimony, confession, and the law 
+monuments and commemoration 
+symptoms and prophecies 
+mourning, guilt and denial 

+truth commissions/amnesty hearings 
+the role of the reader 
+ghosts and angels 
+trauma and the postmortem 
+postmemory and historiography 

Please send three copies of the following by November 15, 2000: a paper or proposal (300-500 words), 
an abstract of your paper/proposal, and a blo-blbllographlcal sketch, all written according to ACCUTE 
guidelines. Mail proposals to: 

Marlene Briggs 
Society for the Humanities 
A.O. White House 
27 East Avenue 
Cornell University 
Ithaca, NY USA 14853-1101 
Email (Inquiries only please): mab69@cornell.edu 

Canadl.an Cities: The Urban in Canadian Fiction, Film, and Television 

The vast majority of Canadians live in a few major cities, yet, for the most part, Canadian culture has tended to 
under-represent the urban experience as being central to "being Canadian." For this panel I am looking for 
papers that discuss representations of the urban in Canadian fiction, film, and television, from a variety of theo-
retical perspectives. 

Please submit 3 copies of a 300-500 word proposal, 100-word abstract, and 50-word bio-blbliographlcal sketch, 
and email a copy of your proposal to: 

Dr. Douglas lvison 
Department of English, University of Western Ontario 
London ON N6A 3K7 
email: divison@jullan.uwo.ca 

The deadline for submissions is 15 November 2000. 
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The New Woman in Canadian Literature 

This panel will address diverse representations of the figure of the New Woman in Canadian cultural produc-
tions around the tum of the nineteenth century. Much has been written about the figure of the New Woman in 
British and American literary works and Canadian historical critics have paid less attention to this historical pe-
riod of gender-specific interventions in cultural practices. I Invite you to submit papers which take contextual, 
theoretical, or textual approaches to fhe topic. Following are some suggestions: 

Contextual/historical: How does the New Woman appear in Canadian public discourse, in regional and disci-
pline-specific discourses, In the practice of cultural production In Canada? How does the rise of the New 
Woman In Canada compare to and differ from the rise of similar figures in other nations? How did the Ideology 
of the New Woman attempt to effect change in gender performance in either sex In Canada? 

Theoretical: Interrogate the universalizing western tendency underlying the term New Woman, and how those 
configurations operate in the Canadian cultural field. Consider how the New Woman «gure articulates with 
class, race, ethnicity, Imperialism, feminism, and/or nationalism in Canada. 

Textual: Examine the work(s) of an artist who draws on the figure of the New Woman In any form of Canadian 
cultural production, or focus on a specific text. 

Proposals should be 300-500 words In length and should clearly Indicate the originality or scholarly significance 
of the proposed paper, the line of argument, the principal texts the paper will speak to, and the relatlon of the 
paper to existing scholarship on this topic. Completed papers should fulfill these criteria and should be no 
longer than 12-13 double-spaced pages. Send three copies of proposals or completed papers, In addition to 
three copies of a 100-word abstract, and a SO-word biographical sketch, to me at the address below before No-
vember 15, 2000. Please also send an email or disk copy with your submission. 

Peggy Kelly 
Department of English, 3-5 Humanities Centre, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2E5 
Email: pkelly@ualberta.ca 

Papers and proposals are invited for a member-organized session devoted to the prose fiction, poetry, 
drama or eHays of Carol Shields. Please send three copies of papers and proposals, accompanied by three 
copies of a 100-word abstract and a SO.word biographical sketch. An email or disc copy of the proposal or pa-
per should also be submitted, W possible. Proposals should be 300-500 words In length, and should clearly Indi-
cate the originality or scholarly significance of the proposed paper, the line of argument, the principal texts the 
paper will speak to, and the relation of the paper to existing scholarship on the topic. Completed papers should 
be no longer than 12-13 double-spaced pages. Send proposals by November 15th to: 

Manina Jones, Department of English, University of Western Ontario, London, ON, N6A 3K7 
Email: mjones@iullan.uwo.ca Department fax: (519) 661-3776 
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The Christianity and Literature Study Group 

The Christianity and Literature Study Group (one of the Allied Associations) invites proposals or 
papers on any aspect of religion and literature for its meetings at the 2001 Congress at Laval Uni-
versity (23-26 May). We welcome submissions from doctoral students a·nd contributions to ses-
sions on pedagogy and critical theory. Member-organized sessions are also encouraged. Please 
send submissions or inquiries by 31 December 2000 to: 

Dr. Barbara Pell 
Department of English 
Trinity Western University 
Langley, B.C. V2Y 1Y1 
Ph.604-513-2121x3331 
Fax.604-513-2010 
Email: pell@twu.ca 

/ 1-;,7 

-----------------------rvvJ~·! 

All submission deadlines are set for No-
vember 15, 2000 (unless otherwise speci-
fied in the call for submissions). 

If a wore[ 
Our orators Cet fa(t; save wliat pertains 
'To peace, J'(( raise a storm of words, 

arufrain 
.'A. very tempest of a.iuse upon tfiem! 

--..'A.ristoplianes 
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Norman Feltes (1932·2000) the hot nights during the 1930s. Had he not 
Barbara Godard (York University) been busy dying, Norman would have been at 

the OCAP organized protest at Queen's Park on 
On June 16th, 2000-Bloomsday-Norman June 15th-bllled as a riot by the media after 

Feltes died in Toronto of pancreatic cancer. the police riot squad charged the crowd on 
Untimely though it was, his dying that day was horseback. Norman would undoubtedly be vo-
uncannily apt, for It was through James Joyce cal today In the aftermath of that event de-
that Norman had come to work in English. And nounclng the abuse of fundamental human 
it was from Ireland that he had just returned af- rights by the Toronto police and courts in their 
ter his annual walking tour to enter the hospital treatment of demonstrators identified with the 
where his unusual weakness was diagnosed as aid of photos seized from newsmedia. For Nor-
terminal cancer. Ireland held a special place in man was ever alert to abusive power wielded by 
Norman's imaginary, twinning as it did the pas- authority and forthright in his principled outrage. 
sion for social justice with English studies that His email address, after all, was "blgnolse." 
animated his life. It was at University College, Integrity, commitment, passion were qualities 
Dublin, that Norman began his research and Norman brought to bear on every aspect of aca-
teaching of English literature, brought there by demic life at York University where he taught for 
an inspired mom~nt when, sitting in his tent in twenty-five years after doctoral work at Oxford 
Korea at war's end where he was doing his University and teaching at prestigious American 
compulsory military service, he read James institutions, Kenyon College and Emory Univer-
Joyce's Dubliners and saw how literary texts sity. Leaving the U.S. in anger at American pol-
could challenge entrenched privilege by expos- icy during the Vietnam years, Norman came 
ing oppression in the rhythms of daily lives north to help build York University. He was ac-
lived, nonetheless, intensely with integrity. And tive in founding the York University Faculty As-
it was to the contemporary underprivileged- sociation and served on many of its committees, 
Toronto's homeless-that Norman gave his ex- shaping through debate its commitment to so-
traordinary energy in the last years of his life cial justice. In the English department Nor-
when, after working in shelters with street- man's teaching of courses in Victorian studies 
people, he turned his finely honed critical and and Marxist theory was driven by his commit-
writing skills to the task of policy analysis for the ment to make the practice of critical reading re-
Ontario Coalition Against Poverty. Increasingly, sponsive to social issues. He transformed the 
this led Norman into direct action in the demon- lives of many students, inspiring them to com-
strations organized by OCAP to protest the On- bine their scholarly and political Interests, stu-
tario government's criminalization of the disad- dents who have gone on to play an active role 
vantaged. A year ago, Norman was forcibly ar- in English departments across the country. 
rested and jailed when he participated in a Norman's most tangible contribution to York 
sleep-in organized by OCAP in a downtown To- was his leadership in curricular innovation. His 
ronto park--a place where everybody slept on intellectual energy and conviction galvanized a 
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hesitant department into establishing a first year Norman put as much energy into dying as he 
curriculum featuring a diversity of approaches to did into living, considerate of his roommate, 
the study of English, with literary theory promi- generous in his recognition of his friends, reas-
nent among them. Though his particular inter- suring them that he was at peace, and affirming 
ests lay in materialist and feminist approaches, to a caregiver-taking off his oxygen mask to do 
Norman's pioneering version of English 1300, so-that what sustained him was "Marxism." 
Introduction to Literature: Literary Theory, cov- The silence now weighs all the more heavily 
ered the historical sweep from Plato and Aris- with unfinished conversations. Among these 
totle to post-structuralism, along with a history interruptions is the project taking shape for an-
of writing in English from the Renaissance to other book, an analysis of the university and 
Joyce. In the graduate programme, Norman led English Studies from the insider's perspective of 
the curricular revolution that established a spe- one who studied and taught in countries in what 
cialist field in Literary Theory, as well as a the- has been a period of radical change. Still , the 
ory discussion group for students and faculty. sightings have begun, footnotes in an essay to 
Those who participated in the sessions of the Modes of Production of Victorian Novels; cita-
Theory Group of ACCUTE, of which he was an tions in a book from Literary Capital and the 
active member, will have some idea of the Late Victorian Novel; Norman's forceful inter-
sharp, humorous, provocative contribution he vention recorded in conference proceedings on 
made to debate. And with his integrity, ever interdisciplinarity. Through his print legacy, 
vigilant eye for injustice, hypocrisy, or cant, and Norman has made a lasting mark on English 
generous counsel, he kept department adminis- studies. Any day now, I expect I'll step out of 
trators on their toes. His voice has been much the elevator on the thirteenth floor of the Ro-
regretted in department deliberations since he barts library and glimpse his towering apparition 
took early retirement in 1994. Norman contin- grinning in the shadows, back for discussion 
ued with his research and writing, walking the with the colleagues who greatly miss him. 
five kilometres from his home to the Robarts 
library every day. Just a year ago, his many 
friends and colleagues gathered at his local 
Irish pub to celebrate the publication of This 
Side of Heaven, an analysis of the complex 
socio-economic fabric of southwestem Ontario 
and the conditions of possibility for the Donnelly 
murders. Norman took great pleasure in this 
book, not just in the nuanced materialist ap-
proach he formulated, but because it combined 
his passion for the Irish with his engagement in 
Ontario political life. This year his friends gath-
ered In the same pub for Norman's wake. 

~~------~----------------'W'\ 
,·)? 



Remembering Norman Feltes 
Pamela McCallum (University of Calgary) 
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wider social issues inscribed in literatures. If he 
often proved to be the ethical conscience of the 
group, his graciousness and humour meant that 

Norman Feltes came to the York University his voice was never strident. His tall, bearded 
English Department in 1969, moving with his figure and warm laughter were unmistakable 
family to Canada as a protest against the esca- presences at receptions. 
lating involvement of the United States in the When he retired from York, he changed his 
Vietnam War. He brought with him a wealth of focus to work with the Ontario Coalition Against 
expertise in Victorian studies and the experi- Poverty. Yet it was not so much a change as a 
ence of teaching in Canadian and American uni- revival of his involvement with the Civil Rights 
varsities. But crucially, he also brought with him movement in Georgia. He undertook basic 
another kind of experience: when he was at tasks to assist the homeless: volunteering in a 
Emory University he was active In the Civil hostel, accompanying street health workers. He 
Rights movement. taking part in marches and was also wllling to be arrested defending the 
working with Martin Luther King Jr.'s poor peo- rights of the poor in the Toronto usafe Park" 
pie's movement. He drove a van in the "Poor protest last summer. And, he continued to 
People's Campaign" through some of the most write: a Gramscian analysis of OCAP he re-
reactionary counties of Georgia. Norman's pas- cently wrote Is forthcoming In Labour/Le Travail. 
sion for social justice animated his life. His voice, whether urging colleagues to think 

When he spent a sabbatical leave in Eng- about historical issues, writing In his clear, nu-
land in the mid-seventies, he encountered Loui$ anced prose, or laughing heartily in the give and 
Althusser's rereading of Marx which offered a take of conversation, will be sadly missed. 
critical practice to engage the ideological con-
structions inscribed in texts without the disabling 
determinisms of some earlier Marxist literary 
studies. Althusserian readings inspired his two 
books on Victorian fiction (Modes of Production 
of Victorian Novels and Literary Capital and the 
Late Victorian Nove~; his last book, This Side of 
Heaven: Determining the Donnelly Murders, 
investigated "the interconnection of different 
material histories" in the well-known western 
Ontario murders. Norman's commitment to the 
profession meant that he was a strong sup-
porter of ACCUTE, rarely missing the annual 
conference. In discussions, he was the one 
who asked the "history question," tugging us 
away from the intricacies of textuality to the 

/ ? 
~~~~~~~~~~
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THE REAL AND THE VIRTUAL 
Mary Jane Edwards (Carleton), Editor, ESC 

In his "Report on English Studies in Canada" printed in the last ACCUTE News-
letter (June 2000: 14-15), Arnd Bohm wrote of aligning "real" and "virtual" publi-
cation dates of ESC. In fact, this summer we have made substantial progress it1 this 
endeavour. All members of ACCUTE should now have received the September/ 
December 1999 double issue on the "History of the Book." The March 2000 issue 
will be sent out shortly by the University of Toronto Press, and the June 2000 one is 
being proofread. We have most of the material in hand for both the September issue 
(on the past, present, and future of English Studies in Canada, public policy, and 
the public good) and the December one. We are, thus, coming close not only to 
Arnd's goal of a regular rate of publication, but also my goal of having on hand 
enough articles and reviews to fill an annual volume. 

To achieve both, we need to receive a steady stream of submissions on various 
subjects and from a variety of points of view from members of ACCUTE and oth-
ers associated with the Canadian academic and literary community. We need to 
benefit from the cooperation, and hard work, of the members of the Editorial Advi-
sory Board and the other assessors who include evaluations for learned journals like 
ESC as one of their services to the scholarly community. We need to rely on this 
community both to bring to our attention relevant books for review and to under-
take the preparation of these reviews. The importance of these kinds of volunteer 
activities for the health of ESC, and English studies in Canada in general, cannot, it 
seems to me, be stressed too often or too much. 

I should also be pleased to receive input on two other matters. One is special is-
sues. Do you like them? Should ESC continue to have them in the coming years? Is 
there a particular topic annoying, enthusing, or otherwise exciting our readers that 
might be suitable for a special issue? The other matter is more general. As we have 
outlined in several places, we have made changes, both visible and invisible, in the 
journal over the last two years that have improved, we think, both its appearance 
and its contents. If you have further suggestions for its betterment, however, we 
should certainly like to have them. 

In the meantime, enjoy ESC, and, please, continue to send us your articles and 
reviews. 



Ongoing Professional Concerns 
Mary Griffin (Kwantlen), Chair of the Profes-
sional Concerns Committee 

Given the summer break, I can't really say 
that the CPC has been highly active over the 
last three months. However, this newsletter ar-
ticle does provide us with an opportunity to call 
for proposals from members who would like to 
participate on one of the three CPC sponsored 
panels at Laval next year. 

We are sponsoring the following three pan-
els: 
1. Pressures on the Curriculum: Does English 
exist? 
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will provide us with an opportunity to discuss 
these professional concerns. At our meeting in 
Edmonton, members did comment positively on 
the fact that CPC panels did allow for more au-
dience participation and discussion than ses-
sions focused more tightly on scholarship. 

Please send three copies of proposals for 
any of these panels to: 

Mary L. Griffin 
Department of English 
Kwantlen University College 
12666 72nd Avenue, 
Surrey, BC 
V3W2M8 

2. Evaluation: Of us, by us, of our programs. 
3. First Year: wh.at is it: what are we doing in It? by 15 November 2000. 

If you are interested in participating in panel We are looking for proposals of about 300 
three, you should be aware that this panel will words, which outline the discussion point to be 
be organized as a round table discussion focus- raised or activity to be suggested and its sig-
ing on political and pedagogical issues of fir- nificance to our professional lives. Where ap-
st-year English. What is the Institutional lmpor- propriate a list of sources should also be in-
tance, and function, of first-year English? What eluded. 
are the implications of a strong grad student 
representation in first-year classes? Who are Email copies to maryg@kwantlen.bc.ca and/ 
the students and what are we trying to do for or disc copies would also be useful. 
them? Do our political investments as scholars 
have a place in the first-year classroom? 

For panel three, we are requesting propos-
als for five-minute position papers that will 
initiate lively debate among panelists and audi-
ence. 

For panels one and two, the committee is 
open to proposals for all kinds of activities that 

Please also include a 100-word abstract of 
your proposed presentation and a 50-word bio-
graphical sketch. 
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Sessional Report 
Anne Bailey (University of Western On-
tario), Sessional Representative 

the university during the proposed tenure of the 
award and thus not eligible for the grant. Re-
ceiving funding for ACCUTE, for instance, 
often presents a problem for me. If, at the time 

In the last newsletter, I proposed that r of the conference, I am not teaching, I cannot 
would use this space to bring the predicament apply for funding, even ifl am scheduled to 
of sessionals to the attention of the general begin teaching in July and have only finished 
membership of ACCUTE. I want to begin by teaching at the end of April. (If I am teaching 
considering in some detail the ways in which in May/June, leaving the classroom for four or 
the academy marginalizes part-time faculty. five days to attend the conference presents an-
Although much of this well known, I think it other problem as summer courses often run 
bears repeating, if we at ACCUTE are serious every day for two and a half hours, making an 
about confronting sessional issues. The most extended absence a near impossibility.) 
obvious indication of our marginalization is the In contrast, full-time junior faculty are not 
great difference in pay between part-time and only eligible for all sorts of internal and exter-
full-time faculty. The compensation for ses- nal funding not open to part-time junior fac·-
sionals varies greatly from university to uni- ulty, but are also taught about the granting 
versity and region to region, but members may process by senior faculty and university re-
not realize that some sessionals are working for search administrators. This kind of advice is 
only $6000 per full year course, without bene- often instrumental to the success of an applioa-
fit packages or pension plans. Because of our tion and yet part-time faculty are rarely taken 
precarious financial position, sessionals are under wing and given the same sort of guid-
regularly forced to take whatever teaching is ance. Instead, we are often actively discour-
offered, which can lead to such a heavy teach- aged from applying. 
ing load that research becomes nearly impossi- While the salary gap between full-time and 
ble. Very few of us, for instance, can afford to part-time faculty most clearly demonstrates our 
take the summer off from teaching in order to exploitation, it is our inability to compete fairly 
pursue our research interests and/or recharge for research funding which most clearly shows 
our teaching engines. And, of course, sabbati- how part-tjmers are marginalized within the 
cats are out of the question, even though ses- academic community. For some reason, even 
sionals, who teach all year long, year after though many sessionals routinely publish arti-
year, are probably in greatest need of leaves. cles in reputable journals or books by prestig-

However, although it sometimes seems im- ious presses, our research is clearly not valued 
possible to find time for research, many ofus by the academic community at large-at least 
do, but we do so on our own time and at our not in any kind of financial way. Over the 
own expense. Part-timers have few opportuni- years, I have come to liken myself to a nun in 
ties to compete for internal research awards the priesthood of the academy. While full-time 
and are rarely encouraged to do so. Summer faculty, like priests, have careers, in which re-
grants, for instance, are often off-limits be- search and publication are supported, first, 
cause if we were to take a summer for re- with a salary, and second, with internal and ex-
search, we would no longer be employees of ternal grants, sessionals, like nuns, have voca-

tions in which, it seems, we conduct our re-



search just because we love it. Indeed, we so 
love our research that we are willing to forego 
any payment for our work and persist in doing 
it even at great sacrifice to our own, and in 
some cases, to our families best Interests. Not 
only do we forego any financial reward, but we 
often do not receive any professional compen-
sation either. Although we all hope that an ac-
tive research record will lead to a full-time po-
sition, for many of us, this simply does not 
happen. Without explanation, sessionals with 
substantial (and well-reviewed) publication re-
cords are repeatedly passed over by appoint· 
ment committees, so once again we "nuns" of 
the profession are left with our vocations while 
the "priests" have careers where advancement 
through the ranks is guaranteed to follow evi-
dence of active research and publication. As 
teachers, we also frequently do the work of 
"nuns," gratefully accepting overwhelming 
teaching loads and taking on unpopular 
courses, while the "priests" often have the pick 
of courses, and of course, are allowed in the 
hallowed hallways of senior seminars and 
graduate teaching and supervision. 

I do not mean to overstate the gaps which 
exist between parMime and full-time faculty 
(after all, many full-timers receive modest sala· 
ries), but these gaps are real. Unfortunately, 
though, some of these divisions between us are 
largely based upon faulty assumptions, the 
most obvious being that sessionals only work 
"part-time" even though we teach full-time 
course loads and often more. However, I want 
to highlight assumptions less often acknowl-
edged and discussed. Due to the tight job mar-
ket of the past decade, many academics agree 
that securing a job is to some degree a matter 
of luck (in every job competition many strong 
candidates are unsuccessful because they are 
not the "best fit» in terms of research interests, 
rather than because of insufficient records), 
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which suggests that the division between ses-
sional and full-time faculty rarely reflects any 
notable discrepancy in the quality of work 
produced. Yet, the institution treats part-timers 
as though we are uncommitted (at best) or infe-
rior (at worst) academics. One reason why 
there are barriers preventing sessionals from 
equal competition for grants, for instance, is 
the assumption that sessionals have no Jong 
term commitment to our particular institutions 
or to the profession as a whole. After all, we 
are only employed to teach for a term. Since 
universities only pay sessionals for teaching, 
there is no need for institutional accounting of 
sessionals' research activities. Thus, in the 
eyes of the institution at least, sessionals do no 
research and are not in need of funding and 
should not be allowed to compete for money 
required by full-time academics who are 
clearly serving the institution over the long 
run. The problem with this reasoning, how-
ever, is that more and more sessionals do work 
for years for only one university and continue 
to add to the study of literature throughout 
lengthy careers. The only real difference be-
tween p.1rt-time and full-time colleagues, then, 
is sometimes only bad luck and bad pay. 

The assumption that part-timers are only 
temporary members of the department leads to 
other subtle (and not-so-subtle) forms of dis-
crimination as well. Even though all of our 
contractual duties take place on campus1 we 
almost always share an office and often do not 
have a phone. Because full-time faculty are 
commonly asked which office they would pre-
fer (from those available), larger offices often 
house only one full-time professor, while part-
time professors (given no choice) share smaller 
offices amongst two or three colleagues. This 
may seem like a minor problem (which is also 
admittedly sometimes out of the control of in-
dividual departments) but there is an important 
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and debilitating assumption behind it. That that sympathy to be translated into real institu-
assumption is that part-time professors do not tional and social change. Access to research 
conduct as much research and thus have fewer funding needs to be open to all who are wilting 
books and papers than full-time members, and and able to compete, and we need full-time 
that we are only passing through and thus will faculty willing to lobby their administrations 
not need to completely ''move in''. In sh_ort, for this to occur. (Part-timers, of course, have 
the inequity in office space suggests that we do little, if any, clout with administrations). If, as 
not merit the same office space as full-time many have assumed for years, sessionals are 
colleagues, even though we conduct similar truly inferior scholars, then we will be weeded 
work. out during the process of competition. If not, 

For many of us, the shortage of office space then the profession will be the richer for en-
for part-time faculty is merely a physical mani- couraging the work of all faculty members, 
festation of our social position within depart- whatever their contractual status. Sessionals 
meats. Amongst the many sessionals I know, should also be given the space in which to con-
for instance, there is a common feeling that we duct our work, and a collegial atmosphere of 
are not "real" members of the departments in support, where part-time junior faculty are nur-
which we teach. Nor do we feel we have tured along with full-time tenure-stream fac-
'·reat'' jobs. Why not? Because our full .'time uJty in professional. pursuits beyond the job 
colleagues frequently do not treat us as they do search. Even though we may only be hired by 
other faculty. For instance, when we begin our the term, we hope to have long and rewarding 
teaching careers, we are often not introduced to careers (not just vocations), and considering 
the department in September meetings along the indispensable work we do as undergraduate 
with other new full-time faculty since we are educators, we deserve to be treated as fully 
only temporary workers; likewise, our depar- functioning members of the profession. The 
tures are rarely mark~d by a party or even a Professional Concerns Committee of ACCUTE 
farewell note from the chair (even after ten or is beginning the work of changing entrenched 
fifteen years of service). When our depart- attitudes. They are committed to including at 
ments debate changes to curriculum, for in- least one sessional speaker on each of their 
stance, or argue about where new hires should conference panels. Please review their call for 
occur, our opinions are not routinely sought or papers in this newsletter and send a proposal. 
(we suspect) taken seriously. Most of us also Sometime during the month of September, I 
know that when full-time positions become will be contacting all sessionals on the AC-
available in our fields within our departments, CUTE list, encouraging you to participate in 
our chances of being hired are likely reduced discussions with me and others on the list. I 
by our having worked in the department for a need to know your concerns in order to repre-
number of years. Given this unfortunate real- sent them effectively to the executive. We 
ity, you can see how we might feel underval- need to start speaking if we want to be heard. 
ued by the people we work with each day. Email: abailey@julian.uwo.ca. 

I know that there is great sympathy for the 
plight of part-time faculty within the ranks of 
the academy as a whole, and this sympathy is 
often what sustains us. However, it is time for 

,,~·? 
--- ----------J'VW'' 



Creativity and Innovation in Canadian Society and Organiza· 
tions: Some Suggestions for Policy and Action 
Marjorie Stone (Dalhousie) 

1.Distinguishing creativity from innovation. 
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Policy planners should carefully examine the danger and shortsightedness of the 
current tendency to confound creativity and innovation. As Dr. Sharon Bailin 
(USC) points out, creativity is an energy, not an entity. To a degreej innovation 
can be engineered, directed and measured in quantifiable products or entities. In 
contrast1 creativity is a vital force that must be nurtured, motivated, given free 
play, stimulated and encouraged to express itself in ways that current social pri-
orities or intellectual paradigms may not recognize as important or productive. Dr. 
Mark Runco, Editor of the Creativity Research Journal, points out that investiga-
tions of innovation too often focus on the products, not on the people and the 
creative processes and conditions that generate those products. 

Ironically, one of the greatest long term threats to creativity in Canadian society 
and Canadian organizations may be the emerging dominant global ideology of 
innovation: an ideology that constructs human creativity as something to be engi-
neered and economically managed in order to generate products designed to 
maximize capltal gain and market dominance within a shortened timeframe. 
Creativity is to innovation as the wellspring is to the river. In the current rush to 
harness and promote technological and scientific innovation through a utilitarian 
educational system, increasing emphasis on targeted as opposed to foundational 
research, and decreasing funding for the arts and liberal arts education, Cana-
dian policy makers are neglecting the creativity that is the source of far-reaching, 
transformatlve innovations and benefits to the public good. The suggestions for 
policy and action presented here are predicated on the need to restore a con-
structive balance between policies that foster creativity and policies that promote 
innovation. 
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2.Restoring Balance in Education. 

Policy makers should consider the public statement from thirty CEOs of high-tech 
corporations calling for a more balanced approach to funding for postsecondary 
education, with emphasis upon the liberal arts as well as technology ("High-tech 
CEOs endorse funding liberal arts,'' The Globe and Mail, April 8, 2000, AS). The 
cultural and civic literacy that programs in the humanities and arts developed are 
highly valued by these CEOs, and essential to success in a knowledge economy. 
Moreover, history shows that one-sided utilitarian educational programs can stifle 
creativity in individuals as well as societies. Witness the case of John Stuart Mill, 
rigorously educated in logic and utilitarian knowledge by his father following prin-
ciples set out by the father of British Utilltarianism, Jeremy Bentham. Mill suffered 
a breakdown as a young man, and a loss of any intrinsic motivation or creative 
energy. He cured himself by reading poetry and developing an appreciation of 
the arts, before going on to produce foundational and far-reaching work in politi-
cal economy, philosophy, public policy and law. Education and research policies 
at the present moment in Canada are shaped by a narrow utilitarianism that his-
tory has repeatedly shown to be short-sighted and unproductive in the long term. 

The initiative of the high-tech CEOs should be followed up by government action 
building upon it. For example, the Governor General could initiate a high-profile 
series of focus groups or symposia bringing together educators, artists, represen-
tatives of business and industry, members of the media and members of social 
activist or youth groups. These meetings could focus on investigating the under-
lying conditions that nurture creativity and on developing policy recommenda-
tions. One possibility might be to organize these in conjunction with the activities 
of the granting councils (following up on the Symposium on Creativity and Inno-
vation organized at the 2000 Congress of Social Sciences and Humanities or-
ganized by the Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada). Such an 
initiative might lead, among mucti else, to the development of a unit for school 
curriculums that focused on the study of creativity in various disciplines or con-
texts. Much lip service is paid to creativity, but how often is it explicitly made an 
object of study, investigation and reflection in the educational system? 



3.Cultivating Canadian scientific and technological creativity by cultivating the 
arts. 
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Policy makers should stimulate creativity in Canadians and Canadian organiza-
tions by recommending enhanced programs of support for the arts and ensuring 
that appreciation of the arts is developed through well-rounded education incor-
porating programs in the liberal, visual and performing arts. As Dr. Bill Buxton 
(University of Toronto) points out, the society that most effectively stimulates 
creativity and innovation will strive to create the dynamic multi-faceted culture of 
the Italian Renaissance, Elizabethan England, or nineteenth-century Vienna --
not clones of a technocratic Silicon Valley. Studies of creative researchers have 
repeatedly shown that images, metaphors and musical rhythms are profoundly 
important to the Eureka phenomenon in scientific discovery. Isaac Asimov, 
Robert Root-Bernstein and other writers and researchers on creativity have 
documented many historical instances in which the images of poetry, the visual 
arts, kinaesethetic activity, or the mind's own dream-language have led to scien-
tific breakthroughs. Research in philosophy, literature and cognitive science simi-
larly underlines the importance of metaphor as a cognitive tool. Dr. Root-
Bernstein points out that there Is high correlation between innovation in science 
and the arts and creative thinking involving images or musical rhythms. For ex-
ample, Einstein observed that he discovered relativity through musical intuition; 
Fleming's medical breakthroughs grew in part out of the creative activity of fash-
ioning art images out of bacteria; major authors have often commented on how 
creative works originate in a rhythm in the brain or an image; and many world-
class scientists are also artists, musicians or creative writers. At the Creativity 
Symposium, Jim Dueck, Assistant Deputy Minister of Education for Alberta, 
noted that one major American study of admissions to medical schools revealed 
that music majors achieved the highest rate of success among candidates. 

Policy makers should develop methods of making senior university administra-
tors and business and industry CEOs more aware of the role of the arts in stimu-
lating creative thought-- by, for example, providing seed funding for a series of 
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public lectures across the country on creativity and innovation that bring together 
leading scientists, artists and innovators in industry. Such lectures should be 
jointly sponsored by universities, business or industries, and arts and culture 
groups. Within universities, business and industries, CEOs, managers and ad-
ministrators could enhance awareness of the arts and promote exposure to the I 
stimulating effects of the arts among their personnel by instituting appreciation or 
achievement awards that take the form of season's tickets to artistic and cultural I 
events or visual art objects, and by bringing art displays or performances Into the 
workplace. 

4.Valuing Canada's cultural industries and reviewing CFI guidelines. 

Canadian policy makers should keep in mind the fact that cultural, arts and heri-
tage industries are major engines of the Canadian economy, employing many 
Canadians and leading indirectly to employment opportunities for many others. 
Culture is also a major export of the United States globally. Yet in Canada, the 
initial guidelines of the $800,000-million dollar investment in the Canadian Foun-
dation of Innovation excluded th€ performing arts, the humanities and social 
sciences entirely. Some effort has been made to make the CFI more inclusive of 
the liberal arts and the social sciences, but much more needs to be done in this 
regard. At the Symposium on Creativity and Innovation, Sara Diamond -- Artistic 
Director, Media and Visual Arts and Executive Producer, Television and New Me-
dia, at the Banff Centre for the Arts -- emphasized the creative and economic rip-
ple effects of current innovations at the interface of electronic technologies and 
the arts involving artists, engineers, and media experts. Policy makers should 
recommend that the guidelines of the CFI be reviewed by a panel of experts with 
knowledge of Canada's arts communities and cultural industries, and the contri-
butions these constituencies make to the economy and public good. 

5.Research on the long term outcomes of foundational versus targeted research. 

The last decade has witnessed a major shift, in Canada, as in the United States 
towards funding targeted or strategic research in partnership with private-sector 



page31 

industry or business and away from funding foundational research. "The Kept 
University,11 an article published in the March issue of The Atlantic Monthly, sur-
veys and investigates these developments in the United States. Although this ar-
ticle has received much attention from Canadian university researchers and re-
searcher administrators, there is no comparable overview of developments in 
Canada. We need much more research on the comparative benefits of founda-
tional as opposed to targeted research, and on the implications of these rapid 
transformations in the funding environment. 

Studies in other countries (for example, a study in Britain in the 1980s reported 
on in the Manchester Guardian Weekly) indicate that most major technological 
breakthroughs with important social Impacts up to that time had come indirectly 
from foundational research, not from targeted research. The scientist credited 
with the research in the 1970s that has since then fuelled the biotech revolution 
points out in "The Kept University" that research of the kind he pursued, without 
strategic benefits recognized at the time, would probably not be supported by 
stable, long-term funding in the current research environment. As the French his-
torian Michel Foucault points out, the significance of new ideas and perspectives 
is often not recognized even when they meet measurable standards of truth be-
cause, for their value to be recognized, they must also be "dans le vrai" (within 
the true) -- that is, conceivable within existing paradigms of knowledge. Yet tar-
geted and strategic programs are framed within these paradigms. 

Policy makers should recommend that additional funding be provided to SSHRC 
(possibly under its RDI program) to fund research that investigates, both histori-
cally and in the current context, the comparative benefits of foundational versus 
targeted research programs in the natural sciences, engineering, medicine, the 
social sciences and the humanities. This program should also fund research on 
the kinds of mental processes and work environments that are correlated with 
high levels of creativity or innovation; on the social, cultural and economic bene-
fits that innovations bring; and on the timeframes necessary for realization of 
these. The funding should include provision for the preparation of a report at the 
end of the program's first cycle that synthesizes the·results of this research and 
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disseminates it beyond the academic contexts. Such a report might provide valu-
able information to help counteract dogmatic and short-sighted attempts to evalu-
ate and prioritize research and university programs based on quantitative meas-
ures of their immediate outcomes. 

6.Cui bone? Policies on Research Ethics and Conflicts of Interest. 

"The Kept University" also documents the serious conflicts of interest that have 
developed as research in the U.S. is increasingly funded by private industry and 
researchers are investors in the companies they do research for. Peer-review 
processes are jeopardized, research questions or procedures may incorporate 
bias, and research results may be doctored. One U.S. study showed, for exam-
ple, that tests of new pharmaceuticals funded by private corporations tended to 
yield significantly higher positive results than tests funded by disinterested or 
public sources. The Oliveri case and prominent researchers such as John Poly-
ani have called attention in Canada to the harm that such conflicts of Interest can 
pose for the public and for research productivity. Many researchers have also 
pointed to the blighting effect that recent developments in Intellectual Property 
law may have on the circulation of ideas and the dissemination of research re-
sults. 

The TriCouncil Code of Ethics for research involving humans does not ade-
quately address such conflicts of interest, or the implications of emerging IP pro-
tocols. How effectively is public money being spent if the research it funds is 
slanted from its inception, or In the review and reporting stage, by ethical conflicts 
and commercial interests? Should public money and publicly funded institutions 
underwrite the costs of research in partnership with industry if it results in undue 
constraints on the circulation of research findings? 

Policy makers should recommend the funding of a program on research ethics 
and the changing funding environment, supporting investigations of conflicts of 
interest in research; and the implications of Intellectual Property law for creativity 
and innovation in Canadian society. 
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?.Cultivating Creativity by Cultivating Diversity. 

Many of the leading scientists, artists, educators and experts on creativity at the 
Congress 2000 Symposium on Creativity and Innovation emphasized the impor-
tance of exposure to diverse or new conceptual frameworks for creative thinking. 
Douglas Cardinal, a renowned architect of Native heritage, observed that crea-
tive thinkers must leave the security of the known, but they must also do this in 
an environment that offers some license for risk taking. Dr. Robert Root-
Bernstein observed that not knowing and the effective surprise of encountering 
what is not familiar are critical to many breakthroughs. Dr. Mark Runco empha-
sized that research focusing on targeted problem solving is often not research of 
the most creative kind. Identifying new problems is more generative, and this 
creative leap is often stimulated by the cognitive challenge of a new framework, 
perspective, or set of paradigmatic assumptions. Just as diversity of species is a 
fundamental aspect of Nature's creativity and fecundity, so diversity in ideas and 
conceptual frameworks is crucial to human creativity. Stephen Jay Gould has 
shown, for example, that Darwin's discoveries were generated by the combina-
tion of grounded biological research with reading across three diverse fields of 
knowledge. 

Canadian policy-makers can stimulate creativity through exposure to diverse 
ideas and frameworks by: 

(a)creatlng more incentives for cross-disciplinary research networks that bring 
together researchers from divergent disciplinary backgrounds, not just teams of 
researchers from closely allied disciplines (for example, by ensuring that re-
search funded by CIHR is not dominated by narrowly bio-medical models that 
exclude effective consideration of the perspectives offered by the humanities and 
social sciences); 

(b)developing more knowledge about the cultures and world views of earlier his-
torical eras through the funding of historical research across a spectrum of disci-
plines (histories of science, literature, social values, philosophy, etc.); ensuring 

I 

I 
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that educational programs in science and technology as well as the arts include a 
historical component; and suppor1ing research on concepts of creativity in earlier 
periods as well as the value attached to creativity (such research may reveal, for 
example, that the high priority given to originality and innovation In the current 
context today is historically contingent and open to question on various grounds): 

(c)developing policies that promote more exchange among researchers from dif-
fering cultural backgrounds and r,,ore investigation of methods of fostering crea-
tivity in different cultures, both through a review of restrictive immigration policies, 
and through more effective implementation of programs designed to ensure that 
women and cultural minorities are represented in fields of research still largely 
dominated by white males of European desce_nt; 

( d)creating policies that more effectively support local ecologies of research di-
versity in regions across the country, and critically assessing the possible ad-
verse effects that the Centres of Excellence program, the Canada Research 
Chairs program and increased funding for large strategic grants may have in cen-
tralizing research activity at a few major sites, thereby developing research 
monocultures that may prove stifling to creativity in the long term; 

(e)developing recommendations for expanded flexible programs of small grants 
to support seed research, speculative research not seen as strategic or valuable 
within current paradigms, and research that does not require large overheads (for 
example, some humanities research). 

8.Collaboration and Creativity: New Challenges 

Electronic technologies and granting council programs are stimulating collabora-
tions on a new scale across academic disciplines and within corporations and 
businesses. The creativity of all participants is not always effectively acknowl-
edged or rewarded in such collaborations, however, resulting in loss of motiva-
tion, conflict within the collaborating team, and lower productivity. Many struc-
tures and assumptions need to be Investigated, and more adequate policies 
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need to be developed to address the problems they create. These include reli-
ance on a hierarchical principal investigator model that may be inappropriate in 
instances where a team of researchers or innovators has more than one leader; 
structures of power and dominance intensified by'racial, ethnic or gender differ-
ences; adherence to a misleading "solitary author" conceptual model in citations, 
attributions, acknowledgements, and intellectual property rights; and career pro-
motion protocols that do not adequately value collaborative forms of creativity 
because their products cannot clearly be attributed to a single individual. In The 
Construction of Authorship: Textual Appropriations in Law and Literature (1994), 
Peter Jaszi notes that, ironically, as new technologies promote creative collabo-
rations on an unprecedented scale in Western capitalist culture, legal practices 
embedded in outmoded ideologies of the Romantic solitary genius have enjoyed 
a resurgence in judgments concerning intellectual property. 

Policy makers should consider funding more research on collaborative ventures 
in the academy, Industry, the cultural sector and the community sector, with the 
explicit aim of developing policies and guidelines to address the particular chal-
lenges and difficulties that these pose, and a fuller understanding of the benefits 
they may bring. 

9.lnvesting in the creators of the future. 

Policy makers should act now to nurture the collective creativity of Canadians by 
investing in Canada's children and youth. If "the child is the father of the man," to 
quote William Wordsworth, she is also the mother of the woman. Current work in 
neuroscience by researchers such as Sonai Mansour-Robaey (UAQM) under-
lines the important role that early formation plays in shaping the complex ramify-
ing neural connections associated with creative thinking. Leading researchers on 
creativity such as Dr. Mark Runco (California State University), Editor of the 
Creativity Research Journal, point out the important role of intrinsic motivation, 
ideation and association in stimulating original thought. Intrinsic motivation in 
adults is often embedded in the memories and experiences of childhood and 
adolescence. Cognitive scientists Jefferson A. Singer and Peter Salovey empha-
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size in The Remembered Self ( 1993) that the life-goals of creative individuals are 
shaped by core self-defining memories formed in the earlier phases of their de-
velopment. Research in literatur& and the arts on artistic genius bears out the 

I crucial importance of formative experience in fostering creativity. 

Canadian policy makers have frequently spoken of investing in children and 
youth, but the reality remains that the number of children living in poverty in Can-
ada has steadily grown over the past decades. A recent UN report reveals, in 
fact, that Canada, despite its relative wealth, has fallen to a new low among in-
dustrialized countries in its statistics of child poverty. 

10.Ensuring Accessibility to Education 

Vigorous action is called for to ensure that public education in Canada remains 
accessible and well-rounded, from the primary to the post-secondary levels. Pol-
icy makers should consider implementing a national education policy and estab-
lishing a national ministry of education. Cuts to federal transfer payments and the 
policies of the provincial governments have resulted in the slashing of school 
budgets at the primary and secondary levels, often resulting (as in Nova Scotia) 
in the phasing out of programs for special needs children, or stimulating pro-
grams in art and music. We should not forget that Stephen Hawking was a spe-
cial needs child. More and more students are also finding postsecondary educa-
tion inaccessible, and the students who do attend universities and colleges in-
creasingly fall into two classes: those who have to work thirty or more hours a 
week while they struggle to carry a full load of classes, and those whose class 
background and family resources permit them to devote their time to their stud-
ies. Creative aptitude and ability are not sorted by class and economic level. De-
clining accessibility means that a large percentage of the generation who are 
now children and youth will not ba able to realize their creative capacity. Cana-
dian society is the net loser. 



Report of the President of the 
Graduate Student Caucus 
Stephen Ross (Queen's) 

As the new President of the GSC, I'd 
first like to say how easy it has been to 
step into Batia's place--she was so organ-
ized and professional about doing this job 
over the last couple of years that picking it 
up from her has been hardly any work at 
all. Thanks, Batia. 

One project Batia started which should 
come to completion this year is a survey 
of graduate progranunes in English. This 
survey will provide a comprehensive ac-
count of these programmes, enabling pro-
spective students to determine which pro-
granunes are best suited to their strengths 
and interests as well as raising the level of 
professionalism and identifying hitherto 
ignored areas which require work. 

The GSC also aims to increase gradu-
ate student membership in ACCUTE. The 
disproportionate fall in graduate student 
members is downright depressing. 
Though a good part of this decline is due 
to graduate students finishing their de-
grees and becoming regular members of 
ACCUTE, there can be little doubt that it 
is also due to our failure to induce new 
graduate students to join ACCUTE. Like 
it or not, we need to sell new graduate stu-
dents on the professional benefits of mem-
bership in ACCUTE, and the GSC will 
make doing so a significant part of its 
agenda for the coming year. 
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Likewise, the GSC would like to see in-
creased public awareness of our profes-
sion-the executive is working hard to-
wards this goal already in its plans for the 
upcoming Congress, and the GSC will do 
all ·it can to augment public awareness of 
our profession as every bit as important, 
difficult, and rewarding as those of law 
and medicine. 

Obviously the GSC has a lot of work to 
do, but we cannot do it alone--with the 
help of the regular members of ACCUTE, 
however, we can reverse the trend toward 
declining membership and help improve 
the public perception of our profession. 
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HSSFC Report many words and worlds it takes. I urge all read-
Noreen Goffman (Memorial), HSSFC Represen- ers of this newsletter to check out the Web site 
tative dedicated to the conference: 

It is good to be addressing the ACCUTE www.humanltles-2010.sshrc.ca 
membership as the representative to and a You will note the electronic call to sign on to 
Board member of the Federation. I look forward a workshop by September 15th. I would say 
to maintaining ACCUTE's strong presence at that even if you are reading this column after 
both the General Assembly and the Board that date your input to the organizing committee 
meetings during my term. Through the years, would be helpful-and well received. As the site 
past presidents of ACCUTE-Judith Herz, Len now promises, 0 SSHRC w/11 post a selection of 
Findlay, and Frank Davey-have made indelible edited comments, in the author's language, on 
marks at the Federation table, persuasively the Web site's Bulletin Board for the benefit of 
helping to shape policy and influence the gen- the community and we will also convey your 
eral direction of discussion. It is an honour to be ideas and suggestions to the conference de/e-
following in their paths. gates." 

The next gathering of the Federation is Finally, I wish to draw your attention to our 
scheduled for late November, so I will have continuing $§.00 levy option-the amount to go 
much more to report in the December newslet- towards HSSFC's treasury up until the time that 
ter. By then, Patricia Clements will have taken SSHRC restores its funding to the Federation. 
over as President from Louise Forsyth, and a Only a sad third or so of our members have 
new executive will be in place and ready to con- contributed to date. When you are renewing 
tinue the various ongoing projects of the your annual dues this month please take a sec-
HSSFC. These include the monitoring of the ond to check off the HSSFC box and add an-
controversial Tri-Council Ethics Review, the im- other $5 to your cheque. It's a small but vital 
plementation of the equally troubling Canada gesture, and a noble example to other associa-
Research Chairs program, and the 2001 Con- tions of just how committed ACCUTE is to the 
gress at Laval, among other flies. efforts of the HSSFC. 

Probably of most immediate interest to all of 
us is the SSHRC-hosted October (19-21) con-
ference on the humanities, 11Alternative Wor(I) 
ds: Humanities in 2010." Someone asked me 
recently-snidely-if "we" were still playing cute 
with our titles, putting parentheses around signs 
to contain words within wor(l)ds. I guess "we" 
are, but in SSRHC's defense I should say that 
the organizers of the conference really do in-
tend to generate both discussion and focus on 
our vexed professional constituency, however 

l ::? 
~~~~~~~~~~~
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Call for Papers 
The Society for Reformation Research is sponsoring several sessions on "The Body" at the 
37th International Congress on Medieval Studies at Kalamazoo in May, 2002. Please for-
ward 250-word abstracts on any aspect (style and literature, religion and culture, art, politics, 
law) by March 15th, 2001 to: 

Harvey Brown 
Political Science 
University of Western Ontario 
London, ON 
N6A5C2 

Or, 

INVITATION 

Peter Auksi 
English Department 
University of Western Ontario 
London, ON 
N6A 5C2 

Conference:"Wider boundaries of daring": The Modernist Impulse in Canadian 
Women's Poetry 

August 2001; Windsor; Ontario 
Co-hosted by the University of Windsor and York University 

Di Brandt and Barbara Godard 

"Neither one alive to see 
In wider boundaries of daring 
What the recompense might be." 

(Dorothy Livesay, "We Are Alone") 

Dorothy Livesay's poem (written in the 1930s) announces a bold project and ex-
presses curiosity about its future reception. Was she working alone or striving with 
comrades to build an archive for future times? How was this legacy taken up or modi-
fied by other writers; artists; critics, feminists and social activists, then and later? 
What are the "wider boundaries of daring" envisioned and created by the work of 
Modernist women poets of Canada? What issues does retrieval of this past raise for 
literary history, for feminist theory? These are some of the questions to be addressed 
in a conference that will focus on the important contribution of Dorothy Livesay, P.K. 
Page, Miriam Waddington; Margaret Avison, Jay MacPherson, Elizabeth Smart, 
Phyllis Webb, and other lesser known poets of their generations such as Doris Ferne, 
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Call for Papers (con't) 
Floris McLaren, Anne Marriott, Kay Smith, Elizabeth Brewster, to Canadian litera-
ture and society. 

Modernism is a fraught issue in Canadian literatary criticism. Robert Kroetsch 
once announced that Canadian litera~ure passed straight from Victorianism to Post-
modernism with nothing in between, thereby contributing to a marked decline in 
scholarly attention to the Modernist period since the 1980s. Poststructuralist and post-
colonial studies in the last decades have tended to privilege narrative at the expense of 
poetry. Focus on the troubled relationship of feminism and postmodernism has con-
tributed to the neglect of contemporary women writers' legacy from their Modernist 
predecessors. A festival ofreadings by several generations of women poets will ad-
dress this question through performance and dialogue. We wish to celebrate the 
"wider boundaries of daring'' Modernist women poets envisioned and created for 
women artists who came after and the wide-ranging artistic affiliations and inter-media 
connections they established. 

Critically, the conference will supplement existing scholarship on Modernist poetry 
in Canada that has been primarily the work of poets, collecting manifestos, identifying 
little magazines and other avant-garde sites of diffusion, writing biographies. A criti-
cal gap has emerged recently as the first outlines of a more general narrative of Cana-
dian Modernism have been sketched with a decidedly masculinist cast (Gnarowski, 
Trehearne, Kizuk). Only the rare token woman figures in these studies as practitioner 
of an aesthetic to be surpassed on the way to greater artistic heights. Additionally, this 
narrative posits Canadian modernism as derivative of British and American experi-
ments. Elsewhere, though, a rethinking of Modernism through the lens of gender has 
greatly expanded the number of texts and the formal range of rejections of tradition, as 
well as enlarging the connecting strands of association between modernists so as to 
displace the canon from a few masters. One thinks of the work of Bonnie Kime Scott 
who includes women writers of the Harlem Renaissance in The Gender of Modernism, 
of Whitney Chadwick in Women Artists·and the Surrealist Movement, and of Georgi-
ana Colvile in La Femme s'entete who show how Surrealism only appeared to objec-
tify the feminine, proving rather to be an enabling aesthetic for many women painters 
and writers. Closer to home, Patricia Smart's ground-breaking study of Quebec 
women artists, Les femmes du Refus Global, suggests they were written out of the his-
tory of the Automatiste movement because still working today, in a variety of media, 
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their artmaking exceeds the aesthetic of that particular moment with which critics 
identified the group. 

In a similar revisionary spirit, we propose to analyze the contribution of women po-
ets to the development of Modernism in Canada, in all its facets and in as wide a con-
text as possible. One of the enduring myths of Modernism, with a powerful hold in 
the Canadian context, posits an opposition between formalist aestheticism and socio-
political engagement. Yet these women writers pursued both projects; as teachers, 
editors, publishers, activists, they did· much to build the literary institution in Canada, 
creating examples and opportunities for younger writers. We are therefore interested 
in contributions that examine their roles as public intellectuals and/or social activists 
as well as artists. To this end we invite analyses of their political drama, reportage, re-
views, criticism, speeches and life-writing, as well as the fiction and poetry for which 
they are primarily celebrated. What affiliations did they establish with their predeces-
sors? With artists in other media? How has the next generation responded to/ 
benefitted from their initiatives? What questions do these connections pose for perio-
dization and historiography in the literary critical context? We also invite contribu-
tions that analyze their relationship implicit or explicit to international aesthetic and 
social movements, and translation of their work into different languages, including 
those of sound and visual image. 

Please send a proposal of200 words along with a brief CV by October lSth, 2000 to: 

Barbara Godard 
350 Stong 
York University 
4700 Keele St. 
North York, Ontario 
M3J 1P3 
Fax:416-736-5412 
Email: bgodard@yorku.ca 

Or: Di Brandt 
Email (only): dbrandt@uwindsor.ca 
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....... --------------------------------------------------------... Call for Papers {con't) 
Canadian Literature 

Canadian Literature invites submissions for a special issue on the forms of plurality in 
Canadian literature. Contributors are invited to examine the connections between 
frameworks of the plural (including, but not limited to, social diversity, multicultural-
ism, polyglossia, cosmopolitanism, sexual difference) and the literary or linguistic 
strategies these frameworks both require and enable (including, but not limited to, 
translation, multimedia, pastiche, hybridity, dialogism). We are particularly interested 
in critical work that addresses the intersections of the literary and other arts. 

Please submit papers of approximately 25 pages (including Notes and Works Cited) in 
three copies (two with the author's name and any identifying references removed) ac-
companied by a self-addressed return envelope, either with Canadian stamps or Inter-
national Postal Reply Coupons to 

Canadian Literature 
#167-1855 West Mall 
University of British Columbia 
Vancouver, BC V6T 1Z2. 

Submission deadline is January 15, 2001. 

Canadian Review of American Studies 

Submissions are invited for a special issue of Canadian Review of American Studies 
on Ann-Marie MacDonald's, Fall On Your Knees 
Guest Editors: Dina Georgis, Sara Matthews, Trish Salah 

Ann-Marie MacDonald's acclaimed novel, Fall On Your Knees, is a challenging ar-
ticulation of the power and perversity of desire in constituting and disrupting cultural, 
racial, gendered and trans/national identities and communities. Against conventional 
renderings ofNova Scotia as a culturally isolated and racially homogeneous ''New 
Scotland," Fall On Your Knees centres a turn of the century Cape Breton mining town 

1 
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as a fractured and fractious node in the circuits of early twentieth-century migration, 
capital and cultural exchange. Similarly, Fall On Your Knees complicates the usual al-
location of queer subjects to the privileged if liminal confines of the modernist me-
tropolis, embedding queer and gender transgressive itineraries in a rich ecology of fa-
milial, community, labour, ethnic, economic, national, media and diasporic relations, 

" wending between sites as diverse as Cape Breton coal fields and Harlem speakeasys, 
the islands of the Caribbean and the French trenches in the First World War, Jewish 
Montreal and prewar Beirut. 

We invite essays that take up Fall On Your Knees from a broad range of theoretical, 
critical and disciplinary perspectives on such themes as: 

Writing in the diasporas and national attachment; transculturation and the Black Atlan-
tic; multi-ethnic (Arab/Black/Gaelic/Jewish/etc.) Canadas; trauma and narrative; nar-
rative configurations of incest and miscegenation; Queer and Transgender identities; 
social histories ofNova Scotia; Black Canadian engagement with the Harlem Renais-
sance; cinematic technologies and ( counter) cultures of modernity; the Post-Colonial 
Gothic. 

If you are interested in contributing to this special issue, papers should be 4500 to 
6250 words in length and employ the MLA citation style. Please send a hard copy and 
disk by November 15, 2000 to: 

Attn Shannon MacRae 
CRAS (Special Issue, Fall on Your Knees) 
Canadian Review of American Studies, Editorial Assistant 
1125 Colonet By Dr/18th floor Dunton Tower/Ottawa, ON, CAN KlS 586 
Phone: 613-520-2600 ext 6279 

For further inquiries, please contact Dina Georgis at dgeorgis@yorku.ca or 
Graduate Programme in Women's Studies, York University, South 712 Ross 
Building, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto ON, CANADA, M3J 1P3. 

<7 /' / 

- -----------------------------<w.,i ' 
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News of Members 

The following lists changes in Campus Representatives for this year: 
• 

Trevor Ross will no longer be acting as Campus Representative for Dalhousie. New Campus 
Representative to be announced. 

Jennifer Andrews will be taking over as CR for the University of New Brunswick from Jeff Ball . 
• 

Judith Leggatt will be taking over as CR for Lakehead from Rick Holmes. 
* 

Christopher Keep will be unable to continue as CR for the University of Victoria because he will 
be moving. He has accepted a position at the University of Western Ontario. We hope you will 
have an uneventful move east in the future. Replacement CR to be announced. 

* 

Please keep In touch with us at the ACCUTE office. 
NEWS OF MEMBERS is a place for ACCUTE members to celebrate their 

achievements and share their good, or changing fortune with others. 
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Passwords for the ACCUTE Electronic Newsletters and Directory 

' ~ . . . 

• September 1998 
• December 1998 
• March 1999 
• June 1999 
• September 1999 
• December 1999 
• March 2000 
• June 2000 
• September 2000 
• December 2000 

sptl998 
dcmbr98 
mch99 
jne99 
spt99 
dcmbr99 
mchOO 
jneOO 
viking 
santa 

The password for the online ACCUTE directory is· dir99. Please note 
that passwords for the electronic editions of the ACCUTE Newsletter 
are published one issue in advance in the print version. 

· ... 
. .· .. 

~()~; ··'°:·Toronto· .. Ryerson 
. 2003 · --.. Dalhousie . 

·2004 ~-:~ n.·i~ersity. ·or' Manitoba 
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ACCUTE EXECUTIVE 

Shannon Hengen, President 
English Dept., Laurentian University 
Sudbury, ON P3E 2C6 
(705) 675-1151 extension 4343 
shengen@nickel.laurentian.ca 

Marilyn Orr, Secretary-Treasurer 
English Dept., Laurentian University 
Sudbury, ON P3E 2C6 
(705) 675-1151 extension 4348 
morr@nickel. laurentian.ca 

Ronald Tetreault, Member at Large 
English Dept., Dalhousie University 
Halifax, NS B3H 3J5 
(902) 494-3494 
tetro@is.dal.ca 

Mary L. Griffin, Member at Large 
English Dept., Kwantlen University Col-
lege 
Surrey, BC V3 W 2M8 
(604) 599-2187 
marylgriffin@home.com 

Manina Jones, Member at Large 
English Dept., University of Western On-
tario 
London, ON N6A 317 
(519) 679-2111 extension 5783 
mjones@julian.uwo.ca 

Noreen Golfman, Representative to the 
HSSFC 
& Past President 
English Dept., Memorial University of 
Newfoundland 
St. John's, NF AlC 587 
(709) 737-4405 
ngolfman@mun.ca 

David McNeil, Chair ofCACE 
English Dept., Dalhousie University 
Halifax, NS B3H 3J5 
(902) 494-3411 
dmcneil@is.dal.ca 

Anne Bailey, Sessional Rep 
English Dept., University of Western On-
tario 
London, ON N6A 317 
(519) 661-3404 
abailey@julian. uwo .ea 

Stephen Ross, Graduate Student Rep 
English Dept., Queen's University 
Kingston, ON K7L 3N6 
6sar@qlink.queensu.ca 

Mary Jane Edwards, Editor of ESC 
English Dept., Carleton University 
1125 Colonel By Drive 
Ottawa, ON KlS 5B6 
(613) 520-2367 -
mjedward@ccs.t,ca 



~-----------------------------------------~ I -I Benefits of Membership 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

As an ACCUTE member, you gain: 

• a political voice in a nationally recognized society (the largest humanities 
association in Canada) 
• membership in the Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada (HSSFC), 
which funds our scholarly journals and lobbies on our behalf to SSHRC and Ottawa. 
• access to the annual conference, next year in Laval 
• eligibility for travel assistance to present at the conference 
• a subscription to the quarterly ACCUTE Newsletter, which features articles 
about current issues, scholarly and professional concerns, exchanges of opinion, 
key announcements, calls for papers, and news of members 
• a subscription to the quarterly journal English Studies in Canada 
• access to ACCUTE's website resources, which include a listing of academic 
employment opportunities in Canada 
• access to ACCUTE's listserv, a forum that encourages discussions on a 
variety of issues relevant to college and university English instruction and research 
• a copy of the annual ACCUTE membership Directo,y 

Additional Information 
To Be Completed by Those Applying for Household Memberships 

Second Householder's Name: ----------------O Renewal D New Member 
Institution and Address: ------------------

Postal Code ------------~ ----------Phone (work): _______ (home): _______ _ 
Fax: Email: ------------~ 
Professional Designation: D Professor D Associate Professor 
D Assistant Professor D College Professor D Graduate Student 
D Sessional D Retired Faculty D Other: _________ _ 

Main Area of Specialization: ---------------
Additional Areas: -------------------~ 

~-----------------------------------------~ 



ACCUTE 2000-2001 Membership Form 

Member's Name: _______ ....;:_=------,-::-:-:,-:---~--::-~..,..,-.,, 

D Renewal D New Member 
Institution and Address: 

Professional Designation: D Professor D Associate Professor 
D Assistant Professor D College Professor D Graduate Student 
D Sessional D Retired Faculty D Other: _________ _ 

I enclose: 
D The regular membership fee of $75 
D A $5 donation to be directed to the Humanities and Social Sciences 
Federation of Canada 
D The reduced membership fee of $40 (sessionals, part-time faculty, 
graduate students, retired fa~ulty, underwaged) 
D The household membership fee of $125 (two memberships, one 
subscription to ESC). Please also complete the form on the reverse. 
D The three-year membership fee (2000-2002) of $195 

Please detach and send to: 
Marilyn Orr 
Secretary-Treasurer 
ACCUTE, Department of English 
Laurentian University 
Sudbury, Ontario P3E 2C6 




