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President's Column
Noreen Golfman (Memorial)

The State of the Arts
Even though the summer months see some
diminished action in the ACCUTE office
and most of our members scatter to cottages and/or research projects, the two specially inserted articles in last June's newsletter drew a considerable amount of attention from casual readers. Both Professors
David Bentley's (UWO) and Patricia
Clements' (Alberta) thoughtful pieces on
the current state and conditions of arts faculties ('in an age of accounting') quickly
attracted the attention of several nonmembers who sit on various SSHRC committees. We are only too happy to have provided an excuse to keep alive the debate
over our inevitable collusion with or necessary resistance to the forces that shape our
professional lives. As so many of us are
hurled into a new teaching semester facing
larger classrooms, more committee tasks,
less time to do our research, the nagging
devaluation of our work by senior administrators, tech-driven industries, and budget
cuts to arts education in general, it is critical
that an association like ACCUTE push the
granting agencies, the funders, and the bureaucrats to account for their policies. It is
also imperative that we keep questioning
our own relations to power, our responsibilities to our graduate students, and our
own role in the evolving state of the arts.

We have heard a lot of good informal feedback on the June newsletter but our bid to
solicit letters as formal replies to the pieces
for this newsletter was not answered.
That's fine. Talk is almost as good and we
keep hearing it. I do, however, appeal to all
of you to pass those two articles on to your
chairs and deans of arts, and to keep the
discussion hot, perhaps raising the issues
contained therein at your departmental and
faculty council meetings. Should anyone
wish to obtain extra copies of the newsletter
please contact our office. Of course, you
can always access the electronic version
with your member password.
Edmonton 2000 - May 24-27
University of Alberta
This issue of the newsletter includes the
major calls for papers --both general and
specific-- for the 2000 Congress of the Social Sciences and Humanities. One advantage of working for a busy association
like this is that you grow accustomed to
writing 2000 a lot earlier than most people
who will be fumbling with their cheque
books next January. The millennial date is
starting to look familiar here, although those
three zeroes still have the power to conjure
futurist fantasies of the Jetsons. Still, you
know that the Congress will be populated
by scholars, students, and teachers dressed
in anything from 1958 tweed to 1978 punk
and everything in between. We will, for the
most part, look the same, give or take a few
more cell phones vibrating in people's

page4

purses.
The profession itself is always changing,
however, and most ofus who have been
part of ACCUTE for at least a decade or
two can easily reflect on the difference in
thematic emphasis and formal approach to
many of the sessions we now attend. The
range of member-organized session topics
identified in this newsletter certainly reveals
how much softer the boundaries of English
literary studies have become. Note, too,
that the two committed plenary guest
speakers, although coming to us from vastly
different disciplinary fields, share rigorous,
even passionate approaches to their subjects. Professor Terry Goldie (York) who
is well known to ACCUTE members (he
claims to have missed only two Learneds
meetings since joining up many years ago)
is a highly original thinker whose previous
work has significantly and provocatively
marked our discussions of Canadian and
Comparative literatures. His current work
will likely give Robert Fulford (Globe and
Mail) even more reason to denounce the
academy. Professor David Norbrook
(Maryland, College Park) comes to us for
the first time, his reputation quite solidly
established in the wake of his forceful work
on seventeenth century English poetry and
politics. Other guest speakers will be announced in the next newsletter but on the
strength of these two committed guests, so
far, we are confident in the likelihood of
strong and lively plenary sessions in Edmonton.

At the University of Alberta campus,. Julie
Rak has kindly agreed to act as our liaison
with the Secretariat planning committee of
the HSSFC, which, as you know, now administers the entire event. Doug Barbour
has also agreed to be our Readings Coordinator, and we are sure that his good connections and keen interest in our project
will lead to some exciting speakers - some
well-known, some emerging.
Open Call for Papers and Proposals Related to Your Current Research
Anything goes - and goes by our vettors.
You certainly do not have to match your
research and writing to any of the Congress
themes. We are always interested in strong
and promising proposals on any aspect of
English studies, so please consider submitting something in response to this general
call. Individual papers emerging from your
own specific work in your fields always
dominate the Congress program. Our challenge is to match the accepted papers with a
view to shaping reasonably coherent and
inviting panels. ACCUTE is not a specialist
society; we are aiming to program with the
breadth of our members' interests and activities in mind.
Call fo1· Papers related to the 2000 ACCUTE Conference Themes
As identified elsewhere in this newsletter,
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the Congress themes are straightforward,
well defined, and simple:
i)
ii)
iii)

Globalization, Societies, Cultures
The North
Law, Culture and Society

Obviously these themes work easily with
what we do. The themes are broad enough
to permit almost all of us to fit our interests
to one or more of these categories. The option is yours. Please indicate in your cover
letter whether or not you wish your proposal to be considered in view of one or
more of the Congress themes. We are almost certainly going to schedule a number
of panels along these lines.
Special Panels
As promised and buoyed by the successful
cooperation last year with the North
American Society for the Study of Romanticism (NASSR), we are announcing
another collaborative call for papers in this
newsletter. Many thanks to Professor Tilottama Rajan (UWO) for her enthusiasm
for and commitment to this effort.
As well, and as we announced in last June's
newsletter, you will note a special call for
papers in commemoration of Kristin Brady.
We hope that the sessions announced in this
newsletter, organized by Professors Jo Devereux (UWO) and Grace Kehler

(McMaster) will attract Victorianists as
well as friends who remember Kristin
fondly.
As is now our custom, we will be working
with the Allied Associations as much as
possible, and as financing permits, to
strengthen our Shared Program and offer as
diverse a set of papers, disciplinary and interdisciplinary, as we can. If you think your
proposal might work well with any one of
our allied affiliates, please let us know and
we will aim to establish joint panels where
appropriate.
Travel Funding
We hope that those of you who filed accurate claims for last year's Congress at Sherbrooke are satisfied with your reimbursements. We have tried to accommodate as
much of your expenses as possible. Our
travel budget is always uncertain, however,
since we lurch from year to year in uneasy
anticipation of SSHRC funding, and rarely
know until very late in the planning process
whether or not we will be receiving assistance. The ACCUTE budget itself, without
the aid of the SSHRC, simply cannot be
stretched to cover travel expenses for presenters. We have been vocal about this unhappy state of affairs, knowing full well
how constrained most of us are by our own
institutions' limited resources - or generosity. Louise Forsyth, President of the Humanties and Social Science Federation, has
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indicated to us that she has sent a letter to
SSHRC, pressing for more stable long-term
commitment. As Louise promises, the Federation 'shall pursue the issue and probably
seek the support of associations.' Please
keep in mind that we cannot promise reimbursement of any kind at this time, but we
hope to have more encouraging news about
traveling to Edmonton in the months to
come.

Professional Concerns and the CPC
We welcome comments and suggestions
regarding professional concerns you would
like to see covered at the meetings, particularly for a roundtable on pedagogy which is
being organized for the upcoming conference.

Procedures for Submitting Papers or
Proposals
If you are responding to our general call for
papers, please send three copies of your
paper or proposal to the ACCUTE office at
Memorial. Submissions should be postmarked no later than 15 November 1999.
If you are responding to the organizer of a
proposed special session, please send three
copies of your paper or proposal directly to
the organizer by the same date. The organizer will forward copies of the proposals or
papers received to the ACCUTE office by
15 December, together with assessments of
each submission.

Unless otherwise indicated by the organizer
of a special session, proposals should be
300 to 500 words in length. We also
strongly encourage submission of an electronic copy of all proposals by email as well
as three hard copies. This rule applies in
the case of member-organized sessions as
well as submissions sent in response to the
general call for papers. Electronic copy will
facilitate the vetting of proposals and reduce the costs of postage for the Association. By saving postage, we hope to reserve more money to support presenters'
travel costs.
If you are submitting a completed paper, it
should be no longer than 12 to 13 doublespaced pages (approximately 20 minutes
speaking time): Please include a copy on
disk, clearly labeling the disk with your
name, the title of your paper, and the computer program used. The ACCUTE computer can handle electronic texts in just
about any format.

Each copy of your paper or proposal should
be accompanied by a cover page containing
the following information: your name (in
the form LAST, FIRST), address, email,
phone and fax numbers, the title of your paper and a 50-word bio-bibliographical note.
Also include with each copy, on a separate
page, a I 00-word abstract of your paper,
including its title. Abstracts and bios exceeding these limits will have to be cut for
inclusion in the conference programme.
Please include electronic copies of your
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bios and abstract as well. In order to permit
blind reviewing by assessors, the papers
and proposals themselves should not include the author's name, position or institutional affiliation.

Vetting of Papers and Proposals
With the exception of presentations in executive-organized sessions, all submissions
for the ACCUTE conference programme
are vetted by at least two specialists in the
field and read by the ACCUTE president.
In the case of member-organized sessions,
the organizer acts as the first vetter; the
submissions to the proposed session are
then sent out to a second vetter, with the
names of the submitters withheld, as in the
case of submissions received in response to
the general call for papers.
In the case of joint sessions with other societies, ACCUTE has to be prepared to respect the other society's procedures for selection. But wherever possible, we also
seek the opinion of a specialist reader who
is a member of our own Association as
well.

The ACCUTE office will do everything
within its power to ensure that papers or
proposals submitted in response to the general call for papers and those submitted to
the organizers of special sessions have an
equal chance of being include~ in the conference programme.

Assessors are asked to judge each paper or
proposal according to the following criteria:

A. Guidelines for the Assessment of Papea·s:
1. Significance: the paper should make an
original contribution to scholarship, to theoretical understanding, or to current debates
on matters of common interest to ACCUTE
members.
2. Accessibility: if focusing on a single and
little-known text, the paper should address
issues that would be of interest to members
unfamiliar with it, and indicate these in its
title. A good paper should invite the interest of non-specialists.
3. Presentation: the arguments of the paper
should be made coherently and with rhetorical polish.
4. Length: papers at the conference must
be effectively presented in 20 minutes or
less. Papers written without consideration
of this time constraint (I.e. papers over
3000 words in length) will need significant
re-writing. In cases in which the scholarly
significance of the paper might justify such
re-writing, vetters may make the case for it,
but this remains a matter of their professional judgement.

B. Guidelines fo1· the Assessment of
Proposals:
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1. A good proposal should have a clear to obtain the opinion of a third specialist
thesis. It should present some indication of vetter.
the evidence that will be put forward to The organizers also consider the necessity
support it. It should take into account pub- of including a range of period, national,
lished criticism relevant to the topic being theoretical and critical interests on the proinvestigated. In short, it should read like gramme and the ways in which the papers
the abstract of an argument written by can be intelligently grouped in coherent sessomeone knowledgeable in the field con- sions. Other factors taken into account in
cerned, not the description of an interesting deciding between equally ranked submisarea for investigation.
sions include the scholarly achievement reflected in the bio-bibliographical note
2. As well, a good proposal should give a (particularly in the case of proposals as opstrong indication that it will result in a paper posed to completed papers); regional repremeeting the criteria in ACCUTE's guide- sentation; and whether or not the submitter
lines for papers, above.
has presented at the preceding year's ACCUTE conference. You will receive notifiCriteria for Selection
cation of the decision concerning your submission in late February. A draft version of
When making final decisions about the pro- the programme will appear in the March
gramme, the conference organizers place 2000 issue oftheACCUTE Newsletter.
most emphasis on the reports of the vetters.
Any submission receiving two assessments
of"Outstanding" by our vetters is automatically included on the conference programme. In the small number of cases
where a paper or proposal is assessed as
outstanding by one vetter and poor by another, the organizers try, wherever possible,

••••••••••••••
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Proposed Themes for the 2000 Conference

Calls for Papers: Options
Members of ACCUTE are invited to submit proposals or papers in response to our general call for
papers, or to respond to the calls on particular topics issued by members seeking to organize sessions
or joint sessions with other societies. Under the general call for papers, members can submit papers
or proposals on topics of their choice, or alternatively, they can chose to address one of the ACCUTE
Congress 2000 Themes.

Plenary Speakers
Guest speakers for ACCUTE's upcoming conference at the University of Alberta
will include Terry Goldie and David G. Norbrook
Terry Goldie (York University) is currently completing his tentatively titled "Homotextual Possibilities in Canadian Fiction." His past publications include Fear and Temptation: The Image of the
Indigene in Canadian, Australian and New Zealand Literatures (1989) and, as co-editer, An Anthology of Canadian Native Literature in English (2nd ed., 1998). In 1996-97, he held the Robarts Chair of Canadian Studies and this year, he is Invited Professor at the University of Technology of Sydney in Australia. He teaching interests are Canadian and post colonial literatures,
literary theory and gay studies.
David G. Norbrook (University of Maryland at College Park) is author of Writing the English Republic: Poetry, Rhetoric and Politics in the Mid-Seventeenth Century (1998), The Penguin Book
ofRenaissance Verse (1992), and Poetry and Politics in the English Renaissance (1984), as well
as over 20 major articles. He is the UK liaison member on the Executive Council of the Renaissance English Text Society and President of the Hugh MacDiarmid Society. He has served as
fellow and tutor in English at Magdalen College and lecturer in English at Oxford University.
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Call for Papers: Special Sessions
ACCUTE/NASSR (North American Society for the Study of Romanticism)
Romantics after Romanticism

of writing. Papers addressing "Romantic" aspects of
writers after Romanticism "proper" (Tennyson, Nerval,
Baudelaire, Nietzsche) would also be welcome.

Submissions are invited for a special session jointly
sponsored by ACCUTE and the North American Soci-.
ety for the Study of Romanticism (NASSR) at the AC- Please send three copies of papers (of 15 to 20 ruins.
ClITE conference, University of Alberta, May 2000.
reading time) or detailed proposals (1 1/2 to 2 pages),
along with a 100-word abstract and 50-word biobibliPapers and proposals are invited for a session devoted ographical note by November 30, 1999. A disk or
email copy should also be submitted to:
to writers and thinkers commonly (or uncommonly)
associated with British and/or European Romanticism
who wrote and lived on after the "period" of Romanti- Ian Balfour
cism is supposed to have been over (roughly 1830).
Winters College
Thus papers on, for example, the late Wordsworth, the York University
late Schelling, Mary Shelley, De Quincey,
Toronto, Canada M3J lP
Kierkegaard, or Leigh Hunt would be welcome. The
ibalfour@yorku.ca
later works of the Romantics who did not die young
fax: (416) 736-5715
tend to get lost in the shuffle of periodization and the
phone: (416) 942 6442,
panel seeks to provide fresh perspectives on this body
Life Writing 1780-1850

Submissions are invited for a special session jointly
sponsored by ACClITE and the North American Society for the Study of Romanticism (NASSR) at the ACClITE conference, University of Alberta, May 23-27,
2000.
The organizer welcomes papers or detailed two-page
proposals on all aspects of writing a life, 1780-1850,
including: forms oflife narrative--:iournal, diary, letter, memoir, slave narrative, "recollections," biography, autobiography, poem, travel writing; writing a life
narrative as fiction, as history, as poetry, as journalism;
life writing and empire; life writing and political action; self construction, Bi/dung, the author-function in
life writing texts; the private and public spheres in
journals, letters, memoirs; subjectivity and public discourse; writing the lives of the Romantics: Mellor's

Mary Shelley; Johnston's William Wordsworth;
Holmes's Samuel Taylor Coleridge.
Please note that papers will be strictly limited to 15
minutes reading time.
Please send three copies of papers, with three copies of
a 100-word abstract and a 50-word bio by November
30, 1999. A disk or email copy should also be submitted to the session organizer:
Anthony John Harding
Department of English
University of Saskatchewan
9 Campus Drive
Saskatoon, SK S?N 5A5
harding@duke.usask.ca
fax (306) 966 5951
phone: (306) 966 5522

For further information about NASSR, please write to NASSR, Dept. of English, University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario, N6A 3K7 or nassr@julian.uwo.ca, or go to the NASSR website: http://www.arts.
uwaterloo.ca/-jmwright/nassr.html.
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Member Organized Sessions
for the 2000 ACCUTE Conference
Pe1formance, Production, ReceJ)tion:
The Work of Native North American Women Artists and Writers
The performance, production, and reception of work by Native North American women artists and
writers has received increasing amounts of attention over the past three decades. This panel looks
specifically at the complexities and contradictions that shape the works of these women and considers how various Native North American female artists-for example, E. Pauline Johnson, Tantoo
Cardinal, Buffy St. Marie, Alanis Obomsawin, and Monique Mojica-continue to challenge and expand the concept of performance studies. What kinds of works by Native North American women
get produced, where, why are they produced, and how is the work received? In particular, how do
Native North American women redefine and expand the notion of what constitutes "performance"?
Papers may choose to explore but are not limited to the following areas of inquiry:
• What is different or unique about performance by or about Native North American women (as
opposed to Native men or non-Natives)? Conversely, what continuities between Native and nonNative performance traditions might be found? What aesthetics exist or are being developed that
bring together or differentiate the works of Native women artists?
• What roles do education and healing play in Native women's performance?
• What is the relationship between performance and voice in these works?
• How are tribal differences manifested in performance? How does cultural appropriation
(especially the use of Native performance elements in non-Native controlled productions) shape
constructions of Native identity and sexuality?
• How do white feminist models of performance help or hinder studies of Native women's performance? What alternative (Native) models do female Native performers offer?
Please send three copies of papers (12-13 pages) or proposals (300-500 words) that follow the ACCUTE guidelines, accompanied by three copies of a 100-word abstract and a 50-word biographical
sketch, before November 151\ 1999. A disk copy or e-mail attachment of the proposal or paper is
also required so that it can be forwarded on to the ACCUTE office in a timely fashion.
Melanie Stevenson
or
Division of Humanities
University of Toronto at Scarborough
1265 Military Trail
Scarborough, Ontario
MIC 1A4
mstevens@chass.utoronto.ca

Jennifer Andrews
Department of English
Carleton Hall, Room #247
University of New Brunswick
Fredericton, New Brunswick
E3B 5A3
jandrews@unb.ca
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Commemorative Sessions in Honour of Kristin Brady
Victorian Classifications: Discourse and Practice

I.

Defining Gender and Gender Politics
We invite papers that deal with any aspect of gender issues which pertain to both sexes and to
various types of gender performance in the Victorian period. Interdisciplinary approaches are
particularly welcome, as are papers that examine questions of gender in the works of Thomas
Hardy and George Eliot. How have these works produced/altered our perceptions of the cultural
hegemony of male-centred, heterosexual discourses in the nineteenth century? How have recent
feminist approaches and/or masculinity studies challenged conventional readings of canonical
and non-canonical Victorian texts? or opened up the Victorian canon? To what extent has an
awareness of gender politics affected the textual editing of Victorian works-both those long in
print and lesser-known works?
Please submit three copies of the following: a detailed 300- to 500-word proposal or a 12 to 13
double spaced page paper, a 100-word abstract, and a 50-word bio-bibliographical sketch. In
addition to hard copies, please submit your proposal by email or on disk. Send proposals by 15
November 1999 to:
Jo Devereux
Department of English
University of Western Ontario
London, ON N6A 3K7
jdevereu@julian.uwo.ca

II. Composing Community: Family, Class, and Nation
We invite papers treating the inclusions and exclusions on which distinct social units or the nation at large were predicated in the Victorian period. Papers may address Victorian literature,
history, or both. What forms of ideology informed nineteenth-century tactics of discrimination?
Which discourses proved particularly successful in creating clear social boundaries among
groups? Which discourses were compromised by social practice? Possible topics include, but
are not limited to, master-servant relationships, racial divides, nationalism, and marriage practices. We welcome in particular papers on the gypsy.
Please send three copies of the following: a detailed 300- to 500-word proposal or a complete
paper of no more than 13 double-spaced pages, a 100-word abstract, and a 50-word biographical
sketch. In addition to the hard copy of your application, please submit it as well by email or on
disk. Send proposals by 15 November 1999 to:
·
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Grace Kehler
Department of English
McMaster University
Hamilton, ON L8S 4L9
kehlerg@mcmaster.ca
Papers from these sessions will be considered for publication in a special memorial issue of Nineteenth-Century Feminisms. For information on the journal, please visit our web site at WWW.odyssey.
on.ca/-ncf/

••••••••••••••
The Cultural Politics of Obasan
Since its publication in 1981, Joy Kogawa's novel Obasan has had an enormous impact on the literary scene in Canada and abroad: it won numerous prizes; it has been widely taught in high schools
and universities; it has generated tremendous critical interest in Canada, the United States, Europe,
and Japan; and it played a key role in mobilizing support for the 1988 redress settlement.
What might all this attention mean? This session invites papers that explicitly address the cultural
politics of the knowledge produced around Obasan in the classroom, in literary criticism, or in political activism. Possible topics might include: Obasan and pedagogy; Obasan and the formation of a
"multicultural" Canadian literary canon; Obasan's place in Asian American Studies, Commonwealth
literature, or postcolonial studies; and Obasan's role in the redress movement in the 1980s.
Please send 3 copies of proposals (300-500 words) or completed papers, 100-word abstracts, and 50word bio-bibliographic sketches by November 15, 1999, along with a disk or email copy to:
Guy Beauregard
201 Crawford St., #3
Toronto, ON M6J 2V5
email: guy@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca
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Tragedy and Its Others

I am planning a session, "Tragedy and Its Others," for the Edmonton 2000 ACCUTE Conference.
Papers that explore tragic drama and/or theory from Aeschylus/Aristotle to the present from a feminist or post-colonial perspective are invited. I am particularly interested in papers that function to
raise some questions about the theoretical underpinning of a genre in which aesthetics and politics
have always been linked.
Papers/proposals should clearly indicate the originality or scholarly significance of the proposed paper, the line of argument, the principal texts the paper will address, and the relation of the paper to
existing scholarship.
Send three copies of your paper (12-13 pages and double-spaced) or your proposal (300-500 words)
with three copies of a 100-word abstract and three copies of a 50-word biographical sketch (as well
as a disk or email copy of all text) by November 15, 1999 to:
Linda Burnett
Department of English
Saint Mary's University
Halifax, NS B3H 3C3
lburnett@is. dal. ca
Theory/History/Fiction
"Canada has much geography but little history," W.L. Mackenzie King is reputed to have observed.
If recent Canadian fiction is any indication, a little history goes a long way. The sustained engagement with history evident in the work of established writers such as Wiebe, Ondaatje, and Kogawa
has been extended by a wave of recent fiction by Jane Urquhart, Thomas Wharton, Wayne Johnston,
and others. Canadian historical fiction, furthermore, provides a significant site on which wider debates about what counts as history and how history is written are being played out. This session responds to these developments by exploring the intersections between history, theory, and fiction in
Canada. Papers are invited on the work of particular writers, theories of historical fiction, the implications of historiographical theories for literature/the implications of literary theory for the writing of
history, and other approaches which engage with the interplay between these tenns.
Please send three copies of papers or proposals, accompanied by three copies of a 100-word abstract
and a 50-word biographical sketch by November 151\ 1999, along with a disk or email copy, to
Herb Wyile
Dept. Of English
3-5 Humanities Centre
University of Alberta

Edmonton, AB T6G 2E5
fax: 780-492-8142
e-mail: hwyile@gpu.srv. ualberta. ca
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Levinas and Literature
Following his death, and the praise heaped upon him in Jacques Derrida's eulogy, the French
philosopher and Jewish theologian Emmanuel Levinas has attracted increasing attention from
literary critics. As Robert Eaglestone has shown, however, efforts to appropriate Levinas's
ethics and philosophy for literary criticism are embarrassed by his profound distrust of art and
aesthetics.
This panel will address the relationship of Levinas's thought to literary studies . Papers may
therefore take one or more of the following forms: theoretical treatments of Levinas 's views
on art, and particularly literature; deployments of Levinas's ideas in original analyses of literary works; explications or critiques or both ofLevinas's own analyses of literary works, such
as his close and sympathetic reading of Maurice Blanchot, or his provocative comments regarding Shakespearean tragedy.
In keeping with ACCUTE guidelines, the following information must be provided: three copies
of papers or proposals, accompanied by three copies ofa 100-word abstract and a 50-word
biographical sketch, as well as an email attachment or disk copy ..
Proposals should be 300-500 words in length, and should clearly indicate the originality or the
scholarly significance of the proposed paper, the line of argument, the principal texts the paper
will address, and the relation of the paper to existing scholarship on the topic. Completed papers should fulfill these criteria and should be no longer than 12-13 double-spaced pages.
Please mail, fax or email the above by November 15, 1999 to
Sean Lawrence
English Department
University of British Columbia
#397-1873 East Mall
Vancouver, BC VST 121
fax (604) 222-1837
email seanlawrence@writeme.com.
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Second Novels: or, Deconstructing Canlit's Sophomore Jinx
Polemic as premise: There is in Canada, it seems, a long-standing cultural practice of mythologizing our writers on the sole basis of first novels, on the perceived "strengths" of books that appear,
in the moment and through the energies of our often self-serving cultural machinery, to signal the
emergence of our next literary icon. At times such early praise proves prophetic. Far more often,
though, such hyperventilating, self-congratulatory proclamations (both critical and popular) prove
to be not only hyperbolic but woefully premature. This Call serves as an invitation to (re)read the
"achievements" (aesthetic, literary, cultural) of Canadian novelists through the accomplishments
(or lack thereof) of their second novels. How do such works as The Butterfly Plague (1969), Surfacing (1972), and Blood Ties (1976), for instance, fit into the oeuvres of Findley, Atwood, and
Richards respectively? And how might one place such apparently exhausting (in the broadest theoretical sense) second novels as Beautiful Losers (1966) and Crackpot (1974)? And does anyone
ever read or teach The Well (1958)?
Alternatively, the impulse might be to (re)consider such (mis)evaluations as resonant cultural moments in their own right, revealing much about contemporary Canadian anxieties, insecurities, and/
or arrogance. What roles do academics, reviewers, literary awards, and the arts media play in this
national pastime? Are "endorsements" from the big "G's" (Giller, Governor-General's, the Globe,
Gzowski) good for Canada's literary culture or simply good for business? Does our country celebrate exciting new novelists or simply savvy self-promoters?
Offers of twenty-minute papers dealing with single or multiple texts/authors, with second-novel
successes or (in)famous sophomore failures, or with novels from any period of Canada's cultural
history are invited by 15 November 1999. Please submit three (3) copies of either a full paper or
300-500 word proposal, a 100-word abstract, and 50-word bio-bibliographical sketch, along with
a disk or email copy to:
Klay Dyer
Department of English Language and Literature
Brock University
St. Catharines, Ontario
Canada L2S 3Al
Email: kdyer@spartan.ac.brocku.ca
Fax: (905) 934-3301
Any requests for audiovisual equipment should be noted in the proposal package.
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The Future of the Book
In June of 1992, Robert Coover published an essay in The New York Times Book Review entitled
"The End of Books." Coover is not alone in his hypothesis that a so-called "age of books" may be
coming to an end. Discussions of Coover's claim and related topics tend to centre on the writing
workshops at Brown University run by Coover and others; on so-called "hyper-fiction" written by
Michael Joyce and Stuart Moulthrop and others; on the roles of readers and writers in "hyperfiction"; on whether "hyper-fiction" is literature; on how the internet has affected the reading, writing, and publishing of books; on whether and how traditional notions of literature fit into these
schema and discussions; and on the theories of George Landow and Coover himself. Was Coover
wrong in his assessment that the end of the era of books had arrived? In short, does the book have a
future? What might that future look like?
Papers and proposals addressing cyber- and hyper-fiction, or any other aspect of these and related
questions are welcomed.
Complete submissions include the following: three hard copies of papers and proposals, three copies
of a 100-word abstract, a 50-word biographical sketch, and an email attachment or disk copy.
Proposals should be 300-500 words in length, and should clearly indicate the originality and scholarly significance of the paper, the line of argument, the principal texts the paper will address, and the
relation of the paper to existing scholarship on the topic. Completed papers should also fulfill these
criteria and should be no longer than 12-13 double-spaced pages.
Please send by 15 November 1999 to
Steven D. Scott
Department of English
3-5 Humanities Centre
University of Alberta
Edmonton, AB T6G 2E6
Email: steven.scott@ualberta.ca

••••••••••••••
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The City
Despite its obvious artificiality, the city has become paradoxically naturalized in contemporary Western culture. Notwithstanding the efforts of modernist writers like Walter Benjamin, Antonin Artaud,
and Sean O'Casey (to name only a few), as well as a number of recent collections on urban culture
and its imagery, the city amorphosouly resists attempts to bring it into some kind of conceptual clarity. This panel will present papers that demystify the city and/or its constituent elements from a
number of theoretical perspectives. I am particularly interested in materialist, political, ideological,
and psychoanalytic critiques of both the city itself and attempts to represent it. The following is a
brief list of issues that may be addressed in this session:
• The City and Technology
• The City and Gender
• The City and the Gaze Ideology and the Function of Public Space
• Guidebooks, Travel Culture, and Mapping/Reconstructing the City
• The City as Dramatic Setting (including the City and Cinema)
Please submit 3 copies of either a full paper or 300-500 word proposal, a 100-word abstract, and 50word bio-bibliographical sketch, along with a disk or email copy by November 15, 1999 to:
Dr. Robert Brazeau
Dept. of English, H-C 3-5
University of Alberta
Edmonton T6G 2E I
rbrazeau@gpu.stv.ualberta.ca

Paternity in American Literature
Many of the foundational metaphors of the American psyche are predicated on the denial or metaphorical murder of the father. From the oedipal drama of the American Revolution to the still-current
rhetoric of self-making, America has mythologized itself as "happily bereft of ancestry". At the same
time that the father-son analogy saturates American politics, icons and institutions, as Russ Castronova, Michael Ro gin and Francis Prucha have obsetved, this proliferation of paternal metaphors has
had the effect of evacuating more literal sites of paternity. As a result, American literature has been
haunted by these absent and unmourned fathers.
Please submit 3 copies of either a full paper or a 300-500 word proposal, a 100-word abstract, and a
50-word bio-bibliographical sketch, along with a disk or email copy by November 15, 1999 to:
Dr. Mary Chapman
Dept. of English
University of British Columbia
Vancouver, BC V6T lZl
marychap@interchange.ubc.ca
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Regulating Literatm·e: The Self and the Social at the Tum of the 201h Century
The panel will be composed of papers that explore literature's participation in the constitution of
selves and their imbrication in practices and spaces of social regulation and government. Focussing
on the late 19th and early 20th centuries we will be especially interested in work that describes the collaboration of literary practice with, or its resistance to, the discursive practices of the Human and Social Sciences. What work does literature perform, for example, in relation to cultural formations that
organize themselves around questions of education, self-help, domestic economy, recreation and leisure, managerial calculation, or hygiene and health?
Send three copies of proposals (300-500 words), or completed papers (12-13 pages), in addition to
three copies of a 100-word abstract, a 50-word biographical sketch, and an email or disk copy by November 15, 1999 to
Jennifer Henderson or Craig Gordon
c/o Graduate Programme in English
York University
4700 Keele St.
North York, ON M3J 1P3
Electronic versions of proposals are welcome at jennifer@yorku.ca or gordonc@yorku.ca.

The Christianity and Literature Study Group
The Christianity and Literature Study Group (one of the Allied Associations) invites proposals or
papers on any aspect of religion and literature for its meetings at the 2000 Congress at the University
of Alberta (24-27 May). We welcome submissions from doctoral students and contributions to sessions on critical theory and pedagogy. Member-organized sessions are also encouraged. Please send
submissions or inquiries by 15 November 1999 to:
Barbara Pell
Department of English
Trinity Western University
Langley, B.C. V2Y lYl
pell@twu.ca
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Report on English Studies in Canada
James Steele, Managing Editor, ESC
Several changes in staff occurred in 1998. Mary Jane Edwards began her term as Editor on
January 1. In March, our colleague Robert Laird, who knows a lot about computers, text production,
and electronic communication, became our journal's first "Electronic Editor." In June, Robert Lovejoy (our retiring Chair at Carleton) agreed to replace Alan McLay as Business Manager; and in the
autumn, another colleague (and poet), Christopher Levenson, became our Review Editor. Chris has
been given much help by our Editorial Assistant, Sharon Hamilton.
Our invaluable Editorial Advisory Board, whose members normally serve for a three-year
term, also changed partly. The terms of Eva-Marie Kroller and Patricia Meri vale ended, and we
thank them for their thoughtful work over the years. The new appointments were Jill Matus
(Toronto) and three Canadian scholars teaching abroad: George Elliot Clarke (Duke), Robert Miles
(Sheffield Hallam), and Gerry Turcotte (Wollongong).
The financial position of the journal remains sound. ESCs application to SSHRC for funding over the next three years was approved, and, as a result, we have been given a grant of $8640.00
per annum until 2002. It is worth noting that ESC received the highest possible rating from SSHRC
and the maximum permissible grant. We should all be grateful to Mary Jane for preparing a strong
submission on our behalf.
Several editorial modifications have been made to the journal over the past year. Each issue
now includes a section for abstracts, and these summaries will also soon be appearing on our ESC
web-site. Pagination has been made consecutive on an annual basis, anchhe forthcoming issue for
March will have a new cover design, a new lay-out, and a new font. We hope you like these changes
to the design of the journal.
About 46 submissions were received over the past twelve months (from May 1, 1998 to
April 30, 1999). As the corresponding number for the preceding twelve-month period was significantly less (30), this figure represents an improvement over last year's submission rate and returns us
to a traditional level for submissions (40 to 70 per annum). Thank you for responding to our call for
papers.
The contents of Volume 24 (1998) break down as follows:

General and Theoretical
Lesbian & Gay Studies
Medieval, Renaissance, 18th C.
19th C. incl. Romantics
Modern, incl. Canadian & US
Readers' Forum
Subtotal
Book Re,•iews
Total

10
2
19

1995
4
7
4
5
4
3
27

1994

1
6
4
10
1
22

1996
3
1
5
4
11
2
26

48
67

39
61

40
66

31
58

19
43

1998
5
1
1

1997

6
4
6
6
2
24
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It is interesting to note that we published very few articles in the pre-modern categories last year.
But we carried a large number ofreviews and thus managed to eliminate a substantial back-log; we
can now review works in a much more timely way.
Here are the March circulation figures for the last eight years:

Members' copies
Direct subscribers' copies

1999 1998
916
898
177
170
1078 1093

1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 1992
1026 1076 1120 1103 960 986
160 187 191 185 180 178
1186 1263 1311 1288 1140 1184

From left to right: Richard Rempel, David Nordloh, Mary Jane Edwards, and Michael
Moore on Scholarly Editing (celebrating 25 years of English Studies in Canada) at
Congress '99, Sherbooke.

ACCUTE would like to thank James Steele for his service as Managing Editor of
English Studies in Canada and wish him all the best in his retirement. We would also
like to welcome Arnd Bohm as ESC' s new Managing Editor.
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"I knew you were a Jedi when I saw
your light sabre": A Note from the
President Elect
Shannon Hengen (Laurentian), President Elect

Here, briefly, is my experience last spring serving on a search committee for Laurentian's Vice
President-Academic (Anglophone Affairs). Because the search occurred in May, coinciding
with the release of Star Wars: The Phantom
Menace, the two events are linked inextricably
in my mind.
As a committee member representing Humanities, I was challenged to defend the work of our
discipline and its sisters particularly energetically, for one of the candidates for VPA was
from my own department. Humanities is a small
division at Laurentian, historically disadvantaged by size and by the perception that Laurentian' s strength really lies in Mining Engineering
and Sports Administration.
From discussions that opened with the issue of
how to find the person best able to cut costs, the
committee gradually seemed to tum to debate
concerning the role of the university and the

need to find the person best suited to defend that
role. The view that controlled our deliberations
when we first met, the view that demands we
conduct ourselves in corporate fashion and according to corporate values, gave way to the idea
that we must in fact select a VPA who could argue against basing all decisions upon those very
fashions and values. At least I think that's what
happened.
In any case, we elected the VPA from Laurentian' s English Department. I think I learned in a
concrete way what I had only sensed before-the
importance of seeing beyond prevailing views of
the university, of reasserting the immeasurabJe
value of an Arts education amid the discourse of
scarcity, outcomes, and other phantom menaces.
In Star Wars, a Jedi knight is recognized when a
flash of his light sabre is accidentally observed.
In a similar way I felt I spotted some unidentified good forces on the search committee for
VPA-and certainly at the ACCUTE conference
in Lennoxville and-Sherbrooke, also last May.
No doubt as my experience with ACCUTE continues I will identify many more.

Ongoing Professional Concerns
Mary Griffin (Kwantlen), Chair of the Professional Concerns Committee

I'd like to begin by thanking Mervyn Nicholson
for all the work he has done on this committee
during his term as chair, and it's with a certain
amount of trepidation that I step into his shoes.
I'd also like to thank Professors Ball and Walton
and Doug Ivison the graduate student member of
the committee whose terms have just finished.

The current committee members are
• Shelley Hulan (Graduate Student, Western)
• Lorne Macdonald (Assoc. Professor, Calgary)
• Miriam Nichols (College Professor, University College of the Fraser Valley)
• Gillian Siddall (Assistant Professor, Lakehead)
• Anne Quema (Sessional, Carleton)
• Keith Wilson (Full Professor, Ottawa)
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Shannon Hengen, President elect has asked to be
included in our emailings and Karen Manarin of
Mount Royal College in Calgary is also going to
participate because of her especial interest in the
implications of Learning Outcomes.
So far, the committee has shared one email conversation, so I will have more to report later in
· the year.
In his article for the June newsletter, Mervyn
highlighted twelve areas of interest to the committee. Those concerns seem to me to fall into
three general areas: our working conditions, the
future of English Studies, and the role and function of ACCUTE.
Working Conditions
Our working conditions have been an ongoing
concern for this committee ever since I was first
associated with it. They don't seem to improve.
Too many ofus do not have permanent work,
and even those of us who are tenured or have
regular contracts in colleges are being threatened
by mechanization and by demands that we work
"not harder but smarter" as I once heard one of
my Vice-presidents say.
The Future of English Studies
To what extent do we have a future as members
of independent departments? What should our
relationships be with departments who claim
they are just as well able to teach reading and
writing skills as we are? Just how will the whole
Learning Outcomes movement affect what we
do? Some institutions are already being threatened with having their funding depend upon

their students being successful in achieving the
appropriate outcomes. Just what are the outcomes of studying English, and how are they
measured? Are we vulnerable to cuts because
traditionally students in English courses tend to
earn lower grades in English than they do in
some of their other courses?
What sort of courses should we be offering?
Should we be rethinking what we do in our
graduate programs and how we offer them?

AC CUTE
Given that ACCUTE is the only Canadian professional association for all college and university teachers of English, increasing our membership is probably of prime concern. Othenvise,
how can we claim to speak for all teachers of
English at the post-secondary level. I'm personally quite concerned about how few members we
have from two year colleges.
Mervyn made some very challenging suggestions
in his article. Do we need to become more visible and, given the demands that such activities
as publishing handbooks, engaging actively in
public relations, and so forth, should we be looking at creating some more sub-committees to
free our President from what is already extremely demanding?
These issues will, I am sure, engage the committee's attention during the coming year. We
are very open to input, so if I've missed anything
out, please let me know.

••••••••••••••
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Part-timers, Contract Instructors, and

Sessioaals- Anybody Home?
.Anne Q,,ema (Carleton), Sessional Representative on the ACCU/'E Professional Concerns
Committee

Here is a revised version of a statement pub-

lished in the summer issue of the ACCUTE
newsletter. Your response is crucial:

On June 4 1999 during the AGM of ACCUTE,
members unanimously passed a motion to find
mechanisms to create a position to represent sessionals on the executive. The position is to be
created by January 2000. The motion was
amended to enable consultation with the sessional constituency to assist in the creation of
this position. In order to bring about a change
in your lives and your careers, we are now
asking you to contribute to the process that
will lead to the creation of a position representing you on the ACCUTE executive. Here
are some of the issues at the top of our agenda:
• Not all sessionals and part-timers have the intention of keeping a publishing record; at the
same time as teachers, they must be paid and
treated with respect and fairness. Conversions
from the status of sessional to that of instructor
that require instructors to teach a heavy load of
courses per year amount to an official entrenchment of labour exploitation. No doubt, this approach to teaching load will be quite attractive to
fiscally conservative governments.
• Sessionals, part-timers, and instructors who are
scholars publish books and articles, pay conference fees, and travel across the country with
practically no support from academic and governmental institutions.

• Sessionals and part-timers whose careers are
delayed by pregnancies and child education
should not be professionally penalized for
the rest of their lives. The idea that individuals
who for one reason or another have not achieved
their career goals by the age of 35 "are not on
the market" is a "phallogocentric" notion that
betrays "essentialist" reflexes concerning the
conception of"subjectivity" (as you can see ~cademic jargon can be put to work). If we apphed
the same reasoning to philosophy and fiction
writing, Kant and Penelope Fitzgerald would be
regarded as failures who did not make it until
they were in their seventies and fifties.
The above represent only some of the issues our
representative(s) will have to grapple with. We
need to create a position that will enable us to
lobby on behalf of these different constituents.
We should consider the possibility of creating a
position that would accommodate gender and
region representativeness. One particular task
the representative(s) will have to deal with is the
collection of data concerning the number, demographics, gender composition, age patterns, hiring patterns of sessionals, part-timers, and contract instructors. We hope to be assisted by ACCUTE in this project. All these tasks imply the
need not only to designate (a) representative(s)
of some sort, but also to create a caucus that will
assist with the tasks and decisions.
Send your suggestions and ideas at
quema@virtualwave.com. Not all sessionals and
part-timers are members of AC~UTE, so spr~ad
the word. I will be your uno:ffictal representative
until January 2000, at which point a mechanism
will be in place by which a representative will be
duly elected. It is now up to you to put this
mechanism in place.
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The Calgary Experiment
Donna Coates (Calgary)

r

They were now required to submit student
evaluations for every course they taught,
and the hiring process began to appear
more inconsistent than ever. Although the
Association assured sessionals they were
being assessed in the same manner as their
tenured colleagues, the assurance was inaccurate. Sessionals needed to maintain the
rank of"meritorious" in order to be rehired,
whereas "satisfactory" was good enough
for tenured faculty to keep their jobs, and
professors were certainly not required to
submit evaluations for every course they
taught.

Prior to 1994, the Faculty Association at the
University of Calgary had often informed
part-time sessionals that it was uneasy
about their exploitation, but it failed to act
upon these concerns until it learned that a
number of disgruntled sessionals were investigating unions. At that time, it invited
the approximately two-hundred and eighty
part-time sessionals to join the Faculty Association, arranged a vote, and then declared they had agreed to sign up. In spite
of pressure from sessionals, the Association
refused to make the results of the vote pub- Nevertheless, I'm happy to report that posilic. Shortly after, the Association contive changes have since taken place, beginducted another vote, this time asking sesning, as a result of the Association's barsionals to elect three representatives: one to gaining, with the Administration's request
sit on the Faculty Association Board of Dithat faculties calculate how many sessionals
rectors, and two others to be
they had been using to fulfill long-term
"departmental" representatives. More than teaching needs, and then "convert" those
a dozen sessionals put their names forth,
sessionals to instructors. By 1997, over
but while the Association announced the
fifty sessionals had been appointed Instrucwinners, it continued to keep the votes setor I or II (the major difference between the
cret. The Association also refused to give
ranks, aside from money, is that there is no
sessionals opportunities to meet among
process for an Instructor I to move up the
themselves, although it did agree to hold
ranks, while there is for an Instructor II),
information sessions; these gatherings
and given two, three, or five-year contracts.
tended to generate hostility because the Association gave sessionals little time to voice The English Department "converted" six
their concerns.
middle-aged women and men to instructors
for three-year terms, six at the rank of InBefore long, sessionals began to suspect
structor I and two at Instructor II. Three of
that joining the Association had not only
the six women are married to professors in
done little to improve their working condithe department; two have Master's Detions, but that it might have worsened them. grees. Five of the eight, including the two
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men, holds PhDs, all obtained at Calgary.
One man is a visible minority, the other disabled.
The "converted," while appreciative, nonetheless feel we are recipients of a mixed
blessing. It has been a tremendous relief
not to have to re-apply for jobs every few
semesters and then wait on tenterhooks.
Financial security, if only for three years, is
the greatest bonus, but there are many others: we receive a benefits package; we have
access to professional development funds;
and we contribute to a pension plan (not
matched by the university until we've contributed for five years, however). We're
asked to indicate what we'd like to teach,
invited to design new courses, or to teach
graduates if we've published extensively in
the area (we are not allowed to supervise
graduate theses, though). We're no longer
the "TBA" in course calendars, and we can
meet students in our own offices. Although
the manner in which we are represented on
the Board has changed-we now compete
for positions at large with tenured professors-instructors have consistently been
voted in, and one sessional is also elected to
the fifteen-member board. In addition,
English instructors are on departmental
committees other than those dealing with
graduate matters or hiring and promotion,
and a few serve on university-wide committees. We also submit annual reports and
are thus eligible for increments. At long
last, our scholarly and institutional contributions are recorded. We can also apply for

sabbaticals. Sometimes we are seduced
into thinking we are "real" professors, until
we're reminded by our tenured colleagues
that we do not carry the kinds of responsibilities they do. The best reply to that kind
of comment is simply, "Show us the money
and we'll gladly take on those responsibilities, too."
There are several detriments to being instructors, the most significant being that we
are required to teach far too many courses
to be optimally productive in the publishing
arena. Although the workload varies from
department to department, the English Department requires its instructors to teach
seven half courses over eight months.
Since most first-year courses have caps of
47, and senior course 50, an instructor can
find herself grading papers for nearly 200
students per semester, or 350 over two semesters, an untenable task by anyone's
standards. This also means, of course, that
instructors spend more hours per week in
the classroom than our tenured colleagues,
and that we also devote many more hours to
meeting with students. Under these inequitable conditions, we may be forced to teach
familiar texts and cut down on the numbers
and kinds of written assignments we require our students to produce. Ironically,
most of us were "converted" because we
were good teachers; now we're so besieged
that we don't have time to devise new
courses, maintain innovative teaching, or
provide students with the kind of instruction
they expect.
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Likewise, none of the "convertees" were
offered contracts that approached entrylevel salaries, so we're still carrying heavy
loads, yet being paid much less than our
tenured colleagues. For example, some instructors at the lowest rank were initially
making only a thousand dollars more than
they would have as sessionals had they
been allowed to teach seven courses (the
English Department limits sessionals to five
courses during the Fall/Winter semesters).
The low salaries rankle particularly with
those of us who have spent several decades
teaching and who have managed, in spite of
the wretched working conditions, to present
conference papers and publish as much as,
and often much more than, our tenured colleagues. We are reminded that we are
hired to teach and not to conduct research,
but the message is mixed, as only those of
us who publish were appointed at the .Instructor II level. Moreover, because we're
paid so poorly, most of us teach in the
spring/summer to bump up our salaries,
which means that we're teaching eight or
nine courses over ten months. One must
bear in mind that none of us are fresh young
recruits eager to make our mark in the profession. We are forty-and-fifty-somethings
who have often made our marks but who
have never taken a semester off, never received a paid leave. Already our numbers
are depleted: one superb instructor, increasingly worried about her ability to cope, was
lost to the university when she gratefully
accepted a job at a college which requires
her to teach fewer classes and students.

Another instructor, knowing he cannot fulfill the regular requirements, teaches halftime. He is in the classroom nearly as many
hours as his tenured colleagues, but his
paycheque remains a fraction of theirs.
What, then, has the so-called "Calgary Experiment" achieved for English instructors?
It has temporarily appeased a few middleaged sessionals, all of whom deserve better.
But so far it's done little for the profession,
for the discipline, for the students, or for the
sessionals who continue to be exploited. It
may also have created unwelcome divisions
between and among sessionals and instructors. Finally, the reprieve has been too
short. Since our contracts expire July 1,
2000, the old anxiety over job security has
returned.
Most of us are nonetheless hopeful that the
"experiment" will amount to more than
damage control. The Association is currently in bargaining, and the conversion
process is on the agenda. The Association
is aware of the need to make more conversions, and it recognizes that some sessionals should have been appointed Senior Instructors or awarded tenure-stream appointments. Depending upon the outcome of
these discussions, there may be additional
efforts made at the Faculty Promotions
Committee to achieve fairness. Stay tuned.
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Graduate Student Report
Batia Boe Stoia (Memorial), Graduate Student Representative
The Graduate Student Caucus has been
working on some exciting projects for this
year including compiling an unofficial survey of graduate programs in English across
Canada, establishing an annual prize award
for the best graduate paper presented at
ACCUTE, and a web page for ACCUTE
graduate student members that will include
notices of grad conferences and journals,
and other information that is of use to
graduate students-keep checking ACCUTE' s web site for our new web page!
We also welcome the participation of all
graduate students who want to get involved
with these or any other projects-we'd love
to hear your ideas and suggestions! The
Graduate Student Caucus is comprised of
all graduate students who are members of
ACCUTE, and it has representation within
the ACCUTE executive. In order to best
represent the needs, concerns and perspectives of all graduate students across Canada, we have set up an executive and a network of campus representatives. The current executive and campus representatives
are:
Dalhousie: Steve McCullough (Secretary)
Lakehead: Debbie Shannon
Manitoba: Kathleen Batstone
Memorial: Batia Boe Stolar (President)

Ohio: Andrew Coppolino
Saskatchewan: Luke Muller
Universite de Montreal: Doug Ivison (PastPresident)
University of Toronto: Elizabeth Shih
Western: Shelley Hulan (grad rep on the
Committee for Professional Concerns)
On behalf of all graduate students, I would
like to thank Doug Ivison for all his work
and dedication as President and Graduate
Student Representative last year. I would
also like to thank all the campus reps who
have since finished their programs for all
their work and input, and wish them all the
best in their academic careers.

If you would like to get involved with the ·
caucus, or if you would like to be a campus
rep, please let me know. It is crucial that
all programs are represented in order to be
able to more accurately represent the concerns and views of graduate students across
the country. I also invite you to write your
views for this column on any issue or concern that may be of interest to other graduate students. What follows is a piece by
Luke Muller, who is currently finishing his
M.A. at the University of Saskatchewan, on
an issue that is pertinent to most, if not all,
graduate students and professors who are
dealing with graduate students.
All the best for a most successful term.
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The Responsibilities of the Supervisor
Luke Muller (Saskatchewan)

The title of this short piece is partially borrowed from an essay written by Frank Norris, a nineteenth-century American naturalist writer, called "The Responsibilities of
the Novelist." In his essay, Norris describes what he considers to be the most
crucial responsibility of writers of fiction: to
portray modem life honestly and accurately.
It seems to me that graduate students' supervisors share a similar responsibility: to
portray academic life honestly and accurately to their graduate students. In my
view, this includes making clear to graduate
students the importance of presenting and
publishing academic work in a competitive
job market.
It is perhaps an understatement to simply
say that it is important to present and publish one's scholarship at conferences like
ACCUTE. It is more accurate, I think, to
say that it is crucial for graduate students to
conference and engage in scholarly activity
in order to professionalize and prepare
themselves for entry into an increasingly
anemic job market. And while many of you
may have heard all of this before, it doesn't
hurt to remind professors, as well as graduate students, that there is much work to be
done outside of the ground-breaking studies
that I'm sure graduate students are producing across Canada (particularly those MA
theses on Shakespeare). For there is a
world beyond attending seminars and

writing theses (I dream of it sometimes),
and I believe supervisors have a responsibility to their graduate students to emphasize the importance of professionalization
and to encourage them to present their
scholarship at conferences.
This is not to say that such mammoth responsibility resides solely with the supervisor. Although I have met scores of graduate
students who don't know what month it is,
most know what challenges a life in the
academy presents. This is a ridiculously
competitive profession that requires the
deepest commitment. So please, put down
this newsletter and write an abstract. If you
can't think of anything to write, just copy
one from an old thesis.
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Call for Papers

"Canadian Literature and the Business of Publishing"
A Special Issue of Studies in Canadian Literature/Etudes en litterature canadienne
We invite articles that offer a critical analysis of the relations between anglophone or francophone
Canadian literature and the publishing industry, both at home and abroad. Articles with a historical
or contemporary focus are equally welcome, as are those of a polemical or prophetic nature
(providing they are well argued and fully supported). Articles may have a broad focus or take a narrower, case-study approach.
Possible topics:
• how the publishing industry (or a segment of it) has served (or failed to serv.e) Canadian readers,
writers and critics
• how different literary genres are handled by publishers
• the role of the Canadian publishing industry in canon-fonnation
• the contributions of particular presses, imprints, editors, or publishers
• the role ofCanadianjoumals, newspapers, and magazines
• the construction of anthologies, literary histories, or reference books
• the influence of marketing and publicity systems and/or literary agents
• tastes and trends in book design and packaging
• the role of book reviewing, literary prizes, and/or bestseller lists
• the impact of foreign publishers and rights sales
• the role of government policies, funding agencies, and/or trade associations
• the impact of new technologies on the production and reception of Canadian literature
Manuscripts (not longer than 7,000 words) in either English or French should arrive by 1 December,
1999. The issue will be co-edited by Jennifer Andrews, John Clement Ball, and Robert Viau, and will
be published in 2000.
Please send two copies of manuscripts to:
Studies in Canadian Literature
University of New Brunswick
P0Box4400
Fredericton, NB E3B 5A3
Canada
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Blackness and the 49th Parallel
Papers are invited for a special issue of the Canadian Review ofAmerican Studies that examines aspects of Canada-U.S. border crossings and Blackness, both historically and in the present day..
Possible topics for consideration include but are not limited to:
• emigration and migration in early Black American culture and literature (eg. slave narratives, the
work of Mary Shadd and Martin Delany, etc.);
• intellectual and/or political identifications among Blacks in Canada and the U.S.;
• rhetorical and artistic constructions of either nation by members of the other nation;
• current cross-border exchanges and parallels in popular music, fashion, literature, and the media;
• how continental Caribbean and African presences in Canada and the U.S. influence cultural crossborder conversations about North American Blackness;
• historiography and literary history in Black America and Black Canada;
• the current state of African American and Canadian studies in the academies of both nations;
• how Blackness on both sides of the border is theorized within the academy.
Please send papers (6000 word limit) by January 1, 2000 to:
Blackness and the 49th Parallel
Department of English, Room 208 Strong College
York University
4700 Keele Street
North York, ON M3J IP3
Canada
Or email to: Richard Almonte (ralmonte@lpg.ca), David Chariandy (chariand@yorku.ca), Jennifer
Harris (jharris@yorku.ca)

Canadian Institutes of Health Research Seek Your Input
Humanists and Social Scientists conducting health-related research will soon be able to access a new
and important source of funding. The Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR), announced in
the 1999 Federal Budget, will be established on April 1, 2000.
In preparation, an Interim Governing Council (IGC) was appointed by the Minister of Health to advise on the implementation of this initiative. The IGC established Sub-Committees to examine specific areas of CIHR development such as "Ethics", "Institute Design", "Programs", "Peer Review",
"Knowledge Management", and "Partnerships and Commercialization". These Sub-Committees have
a keen interest in receiving broader input on various issues and have identified a series of key questions which will inform their deliberations.

,
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Please consult the questions posted on our web site (www.hssfc.ca) under "announcements" and send
your responses before October 12, 1999, directly to the Cllffi. secretariat at ihr_info_icrs@hc-sc.gc.ca
with a copy to the HSSFC at fedcan@hssfc.ca.
,,
Thank you, in advance, for your contribution. It will help ensure that the Cllffi. reflects the concerns
and interests of researchers in the humanities and social sciences.
Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada
Federation canadienne des sciences humaines et sociales
151 Slater Street, Suite 415, Ottawa, Ontario KIP 5H3
Tel: (613) 238-6112; Fax: (613) 238-6114
Email/Courrier electronique: fedcan@hssfc.ca

News of Members
Jared Curtis, Simon Fraser University (Emeritus), has published Last Poems, 1821-1851, by William Wordsworth (Cornell University Press). The eighteenth volume in The Cornell Wordsworth is
described on the series website at http://www.sfu.ca/-curtis/CorWor.html.

Norman Ravvin has recently taken the position of Chair of Concordia's Centre for Canadian Jewish
Studies. His recent publications include "Have You Reread Levinas Lately? Transformations of the
Face in Post-Holocaust Fiction," in The Ethics in Literature (St. Martins/Macmillan); "Landscape's
Narrative: Doing the Malcolm Lowry Walk," in SCL (23.l 1998); "Kateri Tekakwitha: Who Are
You?" in Cite Libre; "The Story of an Eye," in Fresh Blood: New Canadian Gothic Fiction
(Turnstone). He edited the summer fiction issue of The Fiddlehead (No. 200 1999).

Herb Wyile has recently published "Dances With Wolfers: Choreographing History in the Englishman's Boy," in Essays on Canadian Writing 67 (1999), "'Trust Tonto': Thomas King's Subversive
Fictions and the Politics of Cultural Literacy," in Canadian Literature 161/162 (1999), "'It's Just a
Story': Postmodernism, Politics, and Findley's Italics," in Journal of Canadian Studies 33.4 (199899), and contributed a short piece, "Laughs in the Desperate Hour," to the David Adams Richards
issue of Pottersfield Portfolio 19 .1 (1998). Herb is near completion of a book-length monograph,
Speculative Fictions: Contemporary Canadian Novelists and the Writing of History, and his article
'"The Opposite of History is Forgetfulness': Myth, History, and the New Dominion in Jane Urquhart's Away" is forthcoming in Studies in Canadian Literature 24.1.
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ESTABLISHING OUR BOUNDARIES
ENGLISH-CANADIAN THEATRE CRITICISM

Edited by Anton Wagner
F

Estnblishi11g Our Bo1111dnrics is a cultural history of Canada as
seen through the eyes of twenty-one of English Canada's
leading theatre critics commenting on the creation of an
indigenous Canadian national theatre and drama over
two centuries . Canadians have always had an intense
relationship to the theatre. As Canada has transformed
from colony to Dominion to independent nation, the
development of a national theatre and the public responses to it have both
reflected and affected how we know ourselves. Cloth $60.00.
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Benefits of Membership
As an ACCUTE member, you gain:
• a political voice in a nationally recognized society (the largest humanities
association in Canada)
• membership in the Humanities and Social Sciences Federation of Canada (HSSFC),
which funds our scholarly journals and lobbies on our behalf to SSHRC and Ottawa.
• access to the annual conference, next year in Edmonton
• eligibility for travel assistance to present at the conference
• a subscription to the quarterly ACCUTE Newsletter, which features articles
about current issues, scholarly and professional concerns, exchanges of opinion,
key announcements, calls for papers, and news of members
• a subscription to the quarterly journal English Studies in Canada
• access to ACCUTE's website resources, which include a listing of academic
employment opportunities in Canada
• access to ACCUTE's listserv, a forum that encourages discussions on a
variety of issues relevant to college and university English instruction and research
• a copy of the annual ACCUTE membership Directory

Additional Information
To Be Completed by Those Applying for Household Memberships
Second Householder's Name:
---------------~
D Renewal D New Member
Institution and Address:

-----------------~
Postal Code
~----------------------Phone (work): _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (home): _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Fax:

Email:

~-------------

Professional Designation: D Professor D Associate Professor
D Assistant Professor D College Professor D Graduate Student
D Sessional D Retired Faculty D Other: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Main Area of Specialization: - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Additional Areas:

~------------------~

ACCUTE 1999-2000 Membership Form
Member's Name: ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - O Renewal D New Member
Institution and Address:

~---------------

Postal Code
~-~--------~-------Phone (work): _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (home): _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Fax:

Email:

~-----------

Professional Designation: D Professor D Associate Professor
D Assistant Professor D College Professor D Graduate Student
D Sessional D Retired Faculty D Other: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Main Area of Specialization: - - - - - - - - - - - - - Additional Areas:

------------------

I enclose:
D The regular membership fee of $75
D The reduced membership_fee of $40 (sessionals, part-time faculty,
graduate students, retired faculty, underwaged)
D The household membership fee of $125 (two memberships, one
subscription to ESC). Please also complete the form on the reverse.
D The three-year membership fee (1999-2001) of $195
D A $5 donation to be directed to the Humanities and Social Sciences
Federation of Canada

Please detach and send to:
Stella Algoo-Baksh
Secretary-Treasurer
ACCUTE, Department of English
Memorial University ofNewfoundlarid
St. John's, Newfoundland AlC 587

