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President's Column

wards the millennium.

Transition -From Dal to MUN
I wonder whether we here ul the
new ACCUTE office will always feel in
transition. Perhaps it's the times in general
that make us feel this way: a little excited
about the newness of things, a little anxious
about where the association will be heading
in the next few years, where funding for all
of our professional needs might be found,
where SSHRC will steer itself, or be steered
by govenunents clearly obsessed with science and information technology, where the
HSSFC will stake its own position in the
clamor of calls for accountability and strategic planning, where our colleges and universities will navigate their English departments as enrollments shrink or stagnate, as
faculty complements dwindle, as resources
continue to shrink.
Fortunately, the success of the Ottawa Congress and the continuing recognition of ACCUTE' s role in the rich 1998 program has carried us over into this fall with a
strong sense of optimism. I began my term
this summer with an encouraging sense of
possibility already prepared for us through
the relentless and fruitful activity of the previous executive. Marjorie Stone, David
McNeil, and their competent staff at Dalhousie had certainly helped set an agenda for
the association by scrupulously attending to
the 1996 constitutional mandate, as it was
then recast by the AGM at Brock University.
I reprint that mandate here not only to refresh our memories but also to permit us to
keep its imperatives in mind as we edge to-

To promote the interests of those teaching
and studying English languages and ltteratures in Canadian colleges and universities
by facilitating the dissemination and exchange of research and the exploration of
professional issues, by organizing scholarly
and professional meetings, by seeking to
improve working conditions, by representing the Interests ofmembers before provincial and federal decision-making and funding bodies, and by supporting the interests
and aspirations of members entering the
profession.
All signs within the association are for especially increased attention to the latter half of
this mandate--that is, to the influential lobby
work that has come to characterize much of
the duties of the ACCUTE office as this association, like so many others, struggles to
resist the top-down pressures from government and government agencies to transform
ourselves into a clearing house of trends,
bureaucratic whims, and popular tastes.
Wisely, and through its strong executives of
recent years, ACCUTE has taken a forceful,
even imaginative role in the discussion of
the political and economic forces determining our lives as teachers, writers, and researchers. We would all much rather get on
with our duties and responsibilities as readers and talkers of books and culture, but the
times have demanded a more political response to the restrictions besetting our professional lives, not to mention the general
state of siege in which the Arts and Humani-
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ties find themselves.
No evidence of that state
is more compelling than the federal government's at1ocation earlier this year of
$800,000 million to the Canadian Foundation for Innovation, a strategic gesture from
which we are effectively excluded. Ian Lancashire, whose riveting remarks members
should recall from the Ottawa Congress,
offers his analysis of the situation in the following pages. Those who were there will be
reminded of Lancashire' s startling facts .
Those who were not will be startled. Two
other memorable presentations at the Ottawa
Congress on the 'Public Good' are printed
up in the following pages, one by John
Lepage (Mala,spina) and the other by Sherrill
Grace (UBC), both leading their departments in a province that has become a notable site of a wider and heated national debate about almost everything 1hat concerns
our professional lives. Both speakers, along
with panelist CACE Chair, Paul Stevens,
generated extended discussion in Ottawa
about the conflicts besetting our studying,
working lives: creeping corporatism; the
difference between private and public secondaty education, between colleges, university
colleges, and universities; the demands of
workload in different institutions; the future
of post-secondary education in the time of
rationalized restructuring.

Challenge '98
Partly to demonstrate that humanists and social scientists well serve the country's social, cultural, and economic development, partly to extend its own necessary pro-

motional strategy, the HSSFC proposed a
campaign which, in the words of President
Chad Gadfield, will 'inform policymakers
and the general public about the substantial
efforts and important contributions made by
humanists and social scientists.' The June
newsletter invited submissions from ACClfIE members whose research projects
could prove useful to this initiative. We received a number of these and have already
submitted two of them to the Federation' s
coordinator for further dissemination. Because ACClfIE is one of the largest asso·
ciations involved in the initiative, we are
being asked to submit at least five profiles;
most groups are submitting three. We are
still seeking reports from members involved
in research that might be considered of
widespread interest, as well as reports of
collaborative projects. The ACClfIE executive would very much welcome your participation so please do not be shy about your
work: submit an 800-word abstract to the
ACClfIE office and we will, in turn, pass it
along to the Federation.

Allied Associations Initiative
Another reason for our sense of
optimism stems from a recent puff of smoke
signaled by SJ-frlRC. You may recall that on
the strength of a motion passed at the AGM,
Marjorie Stone drafted and subsequently
submitted a hefty proposal to SSHRC calling for funding to establish an Allied Associations Secretariat. The motion itself
evolves from past president Frank Davey' s
own initial efforts to establish a collaborative network of allies, and more directly

Page 5

from the enormous labour exercised by the
Dalhousie office in the service of a shared
Congress programme. The application,
signed by ten allied executive representatives, was persuasive enough to appeal to
the president of SSHRC, Marc Renaud, who
now hopes that we can meet with him to
discuss the matter further. We may end up
teleconferencing instead of trying to manage
an expensive allied collective in Ottawa, but
the point is that we are obviously moving
forward with the initiative. I can already
foresee the lengths to which our own office
must go to accommodate a shared program,
and without SSHRC support for staff and
outreach activities it would be impossible to
satisfy everyone's needs, let alone maintain
the level of dedicated activity of the past.
Clearly the idea is timely: a modestly financed allied association secretariat could
help rationalize SSHRC's own mandate to
encourage collaborative programming and
wider community activity. We will certainly
do everything we can to carry this project
forward. Let's hope the momentum for such
a structure is sustained by SSHRC itself.
Congress 99 ·

Plans are already well underway
for the 1999 Congress of learned societies.
As most of you know, this time the HSSFC
Congress Secretariat is trying out something
different, not to say logistically challenging - a two-campus program shared by the
University of Sherbrooke and Bishop's University. Last June the ACCUTE executive
agreed to exploit the geographical opportunities and divide our own meetings between

the sites. We will therefore stage our sessions on June 2, 3, and 5th at the Sherbrooke
campus, the site of the book fair and larger
meeting rooms, and on June 4th at Bishop's
where several smaller associations with
whom we will share programming, notably
ACQL and AC1R, will be gathering to hold
their own meetings. Indeed, ACCUTE and
ACQL are seeking Canada Council funding
for a lively evening of readings featuring
four neighbouring anglophone and four francophone writers, including Doug Jones,
Louis Dudek, and Michel Garneau. Ken
McLean of Bishop's is our 'Readings Coordinator,' a new and necessary role designed
to assist the executive in locating suitable
writers and readers for the annual meetings.
Many campus reps have informally served
this role in past, so why not acknowledge its
significant function in the programme now?
Fittingly, because of the imminent
challenge of linguistic, social, and even
campus diversity, ACCUTE has offered to
help coordinate one of the three major colloquia on Space and Place. The fit, timing,.
and creative potential all seem right. You
will see that the September call for papers
appears following this column, but please
note, too, the special mention of the collaborative programming project involving
NASSR (North American Society for the
Study of Romanticism) which was mentioned in the June newsletter report. Tilottama Rajan is a founding member of
NASSR and initiator of this experimental
collaboration; we look forward to working
closely with her and Julia throughout the
year. This is a novel experiment which the
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executive hopes will lure romanticists from
all over the continent to the Quebec meetings. Both NASSR and ACCUTE see the
potential here for a fruitful exchange of
ideas, not to mention members.
Our Lcameds Congress meetings
of recent years have consciously reflected the
association's commitment to serving as
broad a range of our members' evolving and
sometimes eccentric interests as possible,
while still honouring traditional disciplinary
practices. It is difficult to satisfy everyone,
but the size and diversity of our association
demand that we at least attempt to find a
way to offer a wide choice of programing
without sacrificing quality. To date, our programming committee, mandated by the Ottawa AOM, consists of Joanne Norman,
Garry Retzleff, and Ken McLean at
Bishop's, and Winfried Siemerling at the
University of Sherbrooke. This committee
will soon be growing to include representatives of a variety of regions and fields who
will work towards a full and tempting programme, an irresistible one, we hope. The
member-organized sessions described in the
following pages certainly provoke possibilities. We hope that members will also take
the opportunity to submit a proposal on
some aspect of one of the conference themes
or on anything else that you would like to
present to the ACCUTE conference. Consider the call open and welcoming. And consider the call for suggestions of any kind
regarding the 1999 Congress to be met with
respectful interest. Tell us what you want.

Call for Papers and Proposals
The l999 ACCUTE Conference
June2-5
BJshop•s Un.lverslty

Un.tvenity of Sherbrooke
We now face the second year of the
meetings of the Learned Societies under the
fonnat of the Congress of Social Sciences
and Humanities. The executive is continuing
its practice of working with Allied Associations and Societies, although, as mentioned
above, we are counting on more support
from SSHRC to assist us in such consuming
collaborative programming.

Travel Funding
As with last year, the executive is strapped
for cash. More than ever we encourage
members of ACCUTE to seek alternative
forms of funding. Press your own institutions into as much service as possible,
please. Note that accepted presenters are
eligible to apply for travel assistance, as always, although at this time we cannot make
any guarantees about covering all travel
costs. In the case of members presenting in
joint sessions with other societies, the other
participating society may be asked to contribute 50% of the travel costs incurred.
(1) An Open Call for Papers and Proposals Related to Your Current Research
The ACClITE conference provides
an opportunity for members to communicate
important transformations in their own fields
of expertise to specialists in other fields, and
to learn about new developments in other
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fields themselves. Unlike more specialist
societies, ACCUTE seeks to promote the
general exchange of ideas, paradigms and
pedagogical and professional concerns
among Canadian university and college
teachers of English. To this end, we invite
members to submit their current research
projects and interests.
(l) A Call for Papers Related to the 1999
ACCUTE Conference Themes
There are detractors. Some members believe
that a theme-driven conference is a pathetic

way to pander to the agendas of government
agencies. Many more members have re·
sponded enthusiastically to the Congress
themes, with last year's Health Colloquium
coordinated by ACCUTE remaining an in·
spired example of how well things can tum
out. We encourage members to respond as
they see fit. We also encourage you to keep
the theme of Space and Place in mind. Feel
free to react to any one of the following thematic suggestions, reprinted here from the
June newsletter.
(Continued on page 9)

The 1999 Calls for Papers: Options
Members of ACCUTE are invited to submit proposals or papers
in response to our general Call for Papers, or to respond to the calls on
particular topics issued by members seeking to organize sessions or joint
sessions with other societies. Under the general Call for Papers, members can submit papers or proposals on topics of their choice, or alternatively, they can chose to address one of the following 1999 ACCUTE
Conference Themes.
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Proposed Themes for the 1998 Conference
We invite your input on these proposed themes.
Heritage & Identities

•
•
•
•
•

Literature and National Identies
Canonical Fonnations and Leterary Traditions
Heritage Movements and Their Critics
Renaissances in Leaming or the Arts
Dictionaries I Encclopaeias and Cultural
Heritages
• Editorial Traditions and Practices
• Languages and Cultural Identity
• Archeologies of Gender I Histories of
Women's Writing
Space & Place

• The Literature of Exploration and Discovery
• The Poetics of Space; Theorizing Literary
Space
• the Geography of Theatre
• Regional Literatures I Local Color Sriting
• Situated Knowledge and/or Positioned Research
• Borders, Teritory, Nation-space
• Literary Landscapes (the picturesque, the
sublime)
• The locus amoenus I The hortus conclusus
• Representations of Nature, the wilderness, the
frontier, the North

Education and Social Cohesion
Interpretive Communities & Canon Fonnation

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Humanities Research and Cultural Cohesion
Compositional Pedagogies and Social Practice
Teaching Social Subversion
Latin and the Languages of Leaming
Conduct Books and Class Cohesion
Commonplace Books and Cultural Values
Theories of the Imagination
The Idea of the University
Political or Corporate Cultures and the
Academy

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Race , Ethnicity and Literacy Production
Disguises, Masks, "Passing"
Pseudonyms and in cognitos
Social Class and Identity
Literary Subjectives
Oral Traditions
Nostalgia and the Passion for the Past
Genre and Literary Transmission
Multiculturalism and Hyphenated Identies
Globalization and Monoculture

•
•
•
•
•

Cartographers and Constructions of Place
The Pastoral Imagination
The Idea of Home
Travel Sriters I Writing
Literature and Archatecture; Literature and
Urban Planning
Reading I Writing the City
Literary Third and First Worlds
Public Spaces and Performance
Outer Space I the Final Frontier I Science
Fiction
Inner Space I Figurations of Interiority
Gothic Spaces and Places

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Model Republics; Utopias
The Dream of a Common Language
Plain Language and Communication
Civic Pageants and Political Imperatives
Coffee-Houses and Cultural Cohesion
Are your Being ListServed? Email and Social
Cohesion
Revolutionary or Anti-Revolutionary Literatures
Literary Propaganda I Propaganda as Literature
Liberty, Individualism and Social Hegemonies
Grammars of Dissent or Assent
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Professional Concerns and the CPC

Once again we welcome comments and suggestions regarding professional concerns you would like to see covered at the meetings. Technical writing
keeps surfacing as a hot and timely topic,
so we will likely attempt to organize at
least one session to present the subject,
possibly in collaboration with the appropriate allied society.
Procedures for submitting papers
or Proposals
If you are responding to our general call for papers, please send three
copies of your paper or proposal to the
ACCUTE office at Memorial. Submissions should be postmarked no later than
15 November 1998. If you are responding to the organizer of a proposed special
session please send three copies of your
paper or proposal directly to the organizer
by the same date. The organizer will forward copies of the proposals or papers
received to the ACCUTE office by 15 December, together with assessments of
each submission.
Unless otherwise indicated by
the organizer of a special session, proposals should be 300 to 500 words in length.
We also strongly encourage submission of
an electronic copy of all proposals by
email as well as three hard copies. This
rule applies in the case of memberorganized sessions as well as submissions
sent in response to the general call for
papers. Electronic copy will facilitate

the vetting of proposals and reduce the
costs of postage for the Association. By
saving postage, we hope to reserve more
money to support presenters' travel costs.
If you are submitting a completed paper, it should be no longer than
12 to 13 double-spaced pages
(approximately 20 minutes speaking
time). Please include a copy on disk,
clearly labeling the disk with your name,
the title of your paper, and the computer
program used. The ACCUTE computer
can handle electronic texts in just about
any format.
Each copy of your paper or proposal should be accompanied by a cover
page containing the following information: your name (in the form LAST,
FIRST), address, email, phone and fax
numbers, the title of your paper and a 50word bio-bibliographical note. Also include with each copy, on a separate page,
a 100-word abstract of your paper, including its title. Abstracts and bios exceeding
these limits will have to be cut for inclusion in the conference programme.
Please include electronic copies of your
bios and abstract as well. In order to permit blind reviewing by assessors, the papers and proposals themselves should not
include the author's name, position or
institutional affiliation.
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Vetting of Papers and Proposals
With the exception of presenta-

tions in executive-organized sessions, all
submissions for the ACCUTE conference
programme are vetted by at least two specialists in the field and read by the ACCUTE president. In the case of memberorganized sessions, the organizer acts as
the first vetter; the submissions to the
proposed session are then sent out to a
second vetter, with the names of the submitters withheld, as in the case of submissions received in response to the general
Call for Papers.
In the case of joint sessions with
other societies, ACCUTE has to be prepared to respect the other society's procedures for selection. But wherever possible, we also seek the opinion of a specialist reader who is a member of our own
Association as well.
The ACCUTE office will do everything within its power to ensure that
papers or proposals submitted in response
to the general call for papers and those
submitted to the organizers of special sessions have an equal chance of being included in the conference programme.
Assessors are asked to judge
each paper or proposal according to the
following criteria:
A. Guidelines for the Assessment of
Papers:
1. Significance: the paper should make
an originai contribution to scholarship, to

theoretical understanding, or to current
debates on matters of common interest to
ACCUTE members.
2. Accessibility: if focusing on a single
and little-known text, the paper should
address issues that would be of interest to
members unfamiliar with it, and indicate
these in its title. A good paper should
invite the interest of non-specialists.
3. Presentation: the arguments of the
paper should be made coherently and
with rhetorical polish.
4. Length: papers at the conference must
be effectively presented in 20 minutes or
less. Papers written without consideration of this time constraint (I.e. papers
over 3000 words in length) will need significant re-writing. In cases in which the
scholarly significance of the paper might
justify such re-writing, vetters may make
the case for it, but this remains a matter
of their professional judgement.

B. Guidelines for the Assessment of
Proposals:
l . A good proposal should have a clear
thesis. It should present some indication
of the evidence that will be put forward to
support it. It should take into account
published criticism relevant to the topic
being investigated. In short, it should
read like the abstract of an argument
written by someone knowledgeable in the
field concerned, not the description of an
interesting area for investigation.
2. As well, a good proposal should give a
strong indication that it will result in a
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paper meeting the criteria in ACCUTE's
guidelines for papers, above.

national, theoretical and critical interests
on the programme and the ways in which
the papers can be intelligently grouped in

Criteria for Selection

coherent sessions.

When making final decisions
about the programme, the conference organizers place most emphasis on the reports of the vetters. Any submission receiving two assessments of "Outstanding"
by our vetters is automatically included
on the conference programme. In the
small number of cases where a paper or
proposal is assessed as outstanding by
one vetter and poor by another, the organizers try, wherever possible, to obtain the
opinion of a third specialist vetter.
The organizers also consider the
necessity of including a range of period,

into account in deciding between equally
ranked submissions include the scholarly
achievement reflected in the biobibliographical note (particularly in the
case of proposals as opposed to completed
papers); regional representation; and
whether or not the submitter has presented at the preceding year's ACCUTE
conference. You will receive notification
of the decision concerning your submission in late February. A draft version of
the programme will appear in the March
1999 issue oftheACCUTE Newsletter.

Other factors taken
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Call for Papers: Special Sessions
ACCUTE I NASSR (North American Society for the Study of RomantJcism)
(Wordsworth, Coleridge, Southey), Joanna Baillie's
theory of drama and the dramatic works of Byron and
Shelley, the Revolution controversy (Paine, Burke) and
the political poems of Blake, Coleridge, Byron, and
Shelley, the influe.nce of Hunt, Tighe, and Moore on
Keats, etc. Please send 3 copies of proposals or papers,
along with a 100-word abstract and SO-word bio·
bibliographical sketch by November 30, 1998 to:

Reading Between the Canons
Papers that deal with the relationship
between traditionally canonical and newly canonical
writers in broad theoretical tenns, or in tenns of specific authors, genres, or works. E.g., how has the new
attention to Romantic prose fiction, political essays,
and contemporary literary schools such as the Della
Crusc311$ altered our conception of "Romanticism."
and how has "Romanticism'' shaped our reading of that
material? how has the category of "women's writing"
shaped the refonnation of a traditionally male Romantic canon, and affected the addition of male writers to
the new canon? Papers might also consider, e.g., 1he
relationship between the epistolary novel and the con·
versation poem, poets associated with the Lake School
Thelwall, Robinson) and the better-known Lake Poets

Dr. Julia M. Wright
Department of English
200 University Ave. W.
University of Waterloo
Waterloo, ON N2L 301
Fax: (Sl9-746-S788)
email: jmwright@watar1s.uwaterloo.ca

Thlrudng Between Englbh and European Romimttcbim
Papers on literature, aesthetic theory, philosophy, political theory etc. that explore how "English" romanti·
cism can be recollfigured by being read with Germani
French romanticism, or vice versa (e.g. reading Blake
with Schelling. or Mary Shelley with Mme de Stael);
specific coMections between English and European
texts that have a wider paradigmatic importance; border·crosSinl!$ (e.g. the relationship between British
empiricism and Oennan idea ism); border-violence (e.g.
conflicts between Englishness" and the foreign); the
pedagogical consequences of "english" versus
"comparative" romanticism (i.e. genres, disciplines, or

themes and topoi foregrounded or omitted by the segregationfcomparison of romanticisms).
Send 3 copies of proposals or papers, along with a l 00·
word abstract and SO-word bio-bibliographical sketch
by November JO, 1998 to:
TUottama Rajan
Professor ofEnglish
Director, Centre for the Study of Theory and Criticism
University of Western Ontario
London, Ontario
N6A3K7
Phone: (.519) 661 3442
Fax: (S19) 661-2020
email: trajan@iulian.uwo.ca

For further infonnation about the North American Society for the Study of Romanticism, please address
enquiries to:
Joel FaOak, NASSR Executive Assistant
Dept. of English
Univ. of Western Ontario
London, Ontario, N6A 3K7
(nassr@julian.uwo.ca)
or go to the NASSR website:
http://www.arts.uwaterloo.cat-Jmwrlght/nassr.html
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Member Organized Sessions
for the 1999 ACCUTE Conference
Trauma, 20th Century Literature and Collective Memory
At the millennium, historical trauma has become a privileged mode for the representation of
collective experience. This session invites papers from a wide range of areas to consider issues
at the intersection of historical representation, literature and trauma. An analysis of the nature
of collective memory will be paramount to the inquiry. Other significant consideration include
the relationship between literature and the collective memory, and literature's role in baring witness to historical limit-events. Furthennore, what role does public ritual and social renarrativization play in the struggle to mourn catastrophic events? Or conversely, how do fonns of historical revisionism implicate or disable the cultural transmission of exclusive focus on the dyad
of trauma survivor and witness, directing attention to those factors which configure the cultural
mediation, transmission and reception of traumatic knowledges defined in collective contexts.
Speculative papers which highlight the intersections between collective memory and existing
trauma theory, as well as papers which offer readings of specific texts in light of these concerns
are welcome. Papers may choose to explore, but are not limited to, the following topics:
• (post)modern fiction and thee historical archive
• transgenerational aspects of trauma: "postmemory"
• literature and historical commemoration; the epic genre
• mourning and public ritual; melancholic cultures
• post-Freudian models of mourning and collective memory
• trauma and race' trauma and nation; human rights
• cross-cultural fonnulations of trauma
• social catastrophe and the sublime
• the academy, cultural memory and canonization
Please send three copes of papers (12-13 pages) or proposals (300-500 words), clearly following
ACCUTE guidelines, accompanied by three copies of a 100-word abstract and 50-word biobibliographical sketch by November 15, 1998. Also include disk copies of the proposal or paper.
Marlene Briggs
Dept. ofEnglish
University of Ottawa
70 LaurierAvenue East
Ottawa, Ontario
KIN6N5
S057966@aix l. uottawa.ca
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Space and Place in Travel Writing
We are interested in papers discussing space and place in travel writing of any period
(ancient to contemporary) or national tradition, about any place(s) (inner city to Antarctica),
and from a variety of theoretical approaches. Please submit 3 copies of the following: a detailed 300-500 word proposal or 12-13 pages paper; a 100-word abstract; and a 50-word biobibliographical sketch. Please also submit your proposal via email or your paper on disk.
The deadline is 15 November, 1998. Please submit proposals or address queries to:

Justin Edwards I Douglas Ivison
Departement d'etudes anglaises
Universite de Montreal
C.P. 6128, succ. Centre-ville
Montreal, Quebec H3C 3J7
Fax: (514) 343-6443
Email: edwardsj@magellan.umontreal.ca I ivisond@magellan.umontreal.ca
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Violence in the 20Tif Century
We invite submissions on the theorization, representation, and/or perfoanance of
violence. ln particular, we are interested in approaches that consider the ways in which texts
can enact violence (on readers, viewers, audiences, populations) as well as the ways in which
texts can become part of the discourses of violence (colonialism, imperialism, canoni7.ation).
This session is open to the consideration of any literary text(s), but also to dramatic performance, film, video, photography, and music. We encourage submissions that consider more
than one text and that do comparative analyses. Papers must focus on the 20th Century.
Three copies of papers/proposals, accompanied by three copies of a l 00-word abstract and a 50-word bio-bibliographical statement must be sent to the organizers no later
than Nonmber 15, 1998. An email or disc copy of the proposal or paper should also be
submitted, if possible. Send to:
Danine Farquharson and Lisa Coulthard
c/o Department ofEnglish
Memorial University ofNewfowidland
St. John's, Newfowidland
AlC 5S7
daninef@morgan.ucs.mwi.ca

Humanltte1 Computing and Literary Crittcllm: Comidering the Implicit
A Joint ACCUTE-COCH/COSH panel at the 1999 Congress of Learned Societies

Is there a Hwnanities Computing that is, now, of direct relevance to literary
studies? Papers in this panel will work towards answering this question, in part: specifically, they will explore and comment upon (generally or in detail) the widerpinnings of the
increasingly interdependent relationship between extant literary critical discourses and humanities computing theory (hypertext, informatic semiotics, &c.) and practice -- in a context
which, though dependent upon earlier conceptions of what the computer can bring to literary
criticism and scholarship, is ultimately situated in the present and looks toward the future.
Paper proposals or completed papers should be sent to:
Ray Siemens <Raymond.Siemens@UAlberta.ca> or Andrew Mactavish
<mactavis@mcmaster.ca> by November 15, 1998 for consideration.
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Writing to T~ch/Reading to Leam?
Education through Literature in a "Post-Colonial" Context.
(A Joint Session of ACCUTE and the Canadian Association of Commonwealth
Literatures and Languages.)

"I would be quite satisfied ifmy novels(...) did no more than teach my readers that their
past -... - was not one long night ofsavagery from which the first Europeans acting on
God's behalf delivered them."
(Chinua Achebe, "The Novelist as Teacher")
"Let me find my talk so I can teach you about me."
(Rita Joe, "I lost my talk")
Given the failure of formal education in colonized societies (past and present) to teach
"the truth", writers of colonized peoples often consider it their "task" to "dispel
lies" (Jeannette Armstrong) resorting to traditional ways of teaching through storytelling.
Topics for papers in this session on education and literature might include: implications
for choice of genre; the postcolonial Bildungsroman in its function of Teaching the
reader; the audience(s) to be taught: "writing back" and/or "writing home"; the teaching
model in relation to reader-response theories; teaching through humour; the writer's construction of knowledge and the critic's deconstruction of the claim of truth-telling; themes
of lessons, schooling, formal education, informal learning; narrative devices
which invite learning rather than consuming.
Please send 3 copies of proposals (300-500 words) or papers (12-13 pages
double-spaced), 100-word abstracts, and 50-word bio-bibliographical
sketches by November 15, 1998 to:
Renate Eigenbrod,
Department of English, Lakehead University
Thunder Bay. Ontario
P7B 5EI
e-mail: geigenbr@flash.lakeheadu.ca
(e-mail submissions are welcome, but hard copy must follow)
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Canadian Fiction and ltl Relatioruhip to Popular Culture
From Thomas Chandler Haliburton's The Clockmaker to Mazo do la Roche's Ja/na series to the novels of Margaret Atwood, Canadian fiction has always reached a popular
market. This session solicits papers that examine Canadian fiction and its relationship to
popular culture.
Papers might address specific issues such as:
1. What market factors make Canadian fiction popular?
2. Does the new media shape a work's popularity?
3. Why do some works successfully straddle serious and popular markets?
4. How does popularity affect a writer's approach to his /her work?
5. Does popularity necessarily require international recognition?
Please send 3 copies of proposals (300-500 words) or completed papers (12-13 pages),
accompanied by 3 copies of a 100-word abstract and a 50-word bio-bibliographical
sketch, by November 15, 1998 to:
Ruth Panofsky
Department of English
Ryerson Polytechnic University
350 Victoria Street
Toronto, Ontario
M5B2K3
Email: tpgg@ican.net
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The Christianity and Literature Study Group (one of the Allied Associations) invites
proposals or papers on religion and literature for its meetings at the 1999 Congress.
Please send submissions or inquiries by November 15, 1998 to:
Barbara Pell
Department of English
Trinity Western University
Langley, B.C., V2Y lYl
pell@twu.ca

Geography Lessons: The Early Modern Cartographic Imagination

Recent interdisciplinary approaches to the cartographic revolution in the
early modem period have challenged the conventional mode of treating maps
as merely objective, scientific depictions of the land. The maps in the influential,
reissued atlases of Abraham Ortelius, Gerard Mercator, and John Speed, for instance, were rarely devoid of framing inscriptions and ornaments that served to
communicate culturally and historically constructed notions of space, place, and
race. This session seeks papers that respond to J.B. Harley's call for a
"cartographic semantics" alert to a map's "total image": that is, the geographical
image and the accompanying marginal emblems, descriptive notes, and decorations. How are notions of civility, national identity, and gender, for example, embodied on early modern maps? Particularly welcome are submissions that bring
the work of cartographers to bear on the cultural discourses of early modernity.
Please send *three* copies of either completed papers or detailed proposals, as
well as a 100-word abstract and a 50-word bio-bibliography, by November 15,
1998 to:
Chris Ivie
Department of English
University of Western Ontario
N6A3K7

civic@julian.uwo.ca
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Canadian Literary Collaboration.

I,

Submissions dealing with any literary period or genre are welcome. Three
copies of papers and proposals, accompanied by three copies of a 100-word
abstract and a 50-word bio-bibliographical sketch should be.,sent to the address below by November 15, 1998. An e-mail or disk copy of the proposal
or paper should also be submitted, if possible. Proposals should be 300-500
words in length, and should clearly indicate the originality or scholarly significance of the proposed paper, the line of argument, the principal texts the
paper will address, and the relation of the paper to existing scholarship on the
topic. Completed papers should fulfill these criteria, and should be no longer
than 12-13 double-spaced pages.
Professor Manina Jones
Department of English
University of Western Ontario
London, Ontario
CANADA N6A 3K7
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The Good, the Bad, the Imagined:
Utopian I Dystopian Spaces and the Canadian Imagination
Within the Canadian imagination, the concept of utopia has become layered
with meaning to include (at least) a literary genre, an inclination of spirit, and
an ideological programme. Almost inevitably, these projects involve a reconceptualization of Canada as a geocultural site particularly receptive t o the
imagining of a utopian space, as a place effectively distanced from the inhibitive structures (institutional and imaginative) of other places. This session
will focus on this intersection of the utopian impulse and the specificities of
Canada as place as it has come to be explored in the imaginative arts in this
country, including visual arts, literature, stage, and/or film. Topics might include Canada ass site of Arcadian or destination myths; secular versus religious utopias in Canada; dystopian revisions, responses, rebuttals in Canada;
utopias and margins; utopia; Canada as meta-topic or heterotopic space; utopia and migration; Canada as utopia and military conflict; utopia and technocracy; utopia as heaven below; nostalgia versus futurism. Offers of papers
are invited by November 15, 1998.
Proposals of 300-500 words will be acceptied, but full (12-13 pp) papers
with 100-word abstracts are preferred. Pleease send three copies of either
papers or proposals, accompanied by a SO-word biographical sketch t o:
Klay Dyer
Deparbnent of English Language and Literature
Bro c University
St. Catherines, Ontario
L2S 3Al
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Graduate Student Report
Douglas Ivison (Montreal)

With nearly 300 graduate student
members of ACCUTE (as of January 1998),
grad students represent approximately 30%
of ACCUTE's membership. It's obviously
difficult for one person to accurately repre·
sent the diverse opinions and interests of
such a significant segment of ACCUTE's
membership, yet that is the job of the graduate student representative. To make this job
easier, it was decided at the Ottawa graduate
student meeting that one of the main objectives for this year would be to establish a
network of graduate student representatives
in graduate programs across Canada. To
that end, I would like to encourage anyone
interested in serving as their department's
ACCUTE graduate student rep to contact
me (ivisond@magellan.umontreal.ca). I'd
like to welcome Kathleen Batstone
(Manitoba), Marlene Briggs (Ottawa), Shelley Hulan (Western), and Batia Boe Stolar
(Memorial) as graduate student reps.
The graduate student rep's basic
responsibility is to serve as a liaison be·
tween me, as ACCUTE grad student rep,
and the students in their programme: to
make it easier for me to let graduate student
members know what's going on at AC·
CUTE, to give me feedback on issues affecting graduate students, and to raise issues
that are important to their fellow students.
At the Ottawa meeting, we decided
that the major issues that the graduate student representative would focus on this year
would be tuition and funding, the addition of

an adjunct/sessionaVunderemployed rep to
the ACCUTE executive, and the reduction of
university travel funding budgets. which has
made it more difficult for many students to
attend the annual ACCUTE conference. If
you have any opinions on any of these issues, or think any other issues need to be
raised at the ACCUTE executive, please
contact me.
While I am a doctoral candidate at
the Universite de Montreal, in the fall term
I'm teaching at Memorial University. As a
result, until about December 15 my mailing
address is:
Box 1 Science Building
Memorial University of Newfoundland
St. John's NF
AIB 3X9.
After that date, my mailing address will be:
c/o Departement d'etudes anglaises
Universite de Montreal
C.P. 6128
succ. Centre-ville
Montreal QC

H3C 317.
I look forward to hearing from you.
Finally, on behalf of all graduate
students, I'd like to thank Jennifer Andrews
for her excellent work as graduate student
representative, and wish her the best in her
research and teaching.
Thanks, Jennifer.
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ACCUTE's WWW Future
Trevor Porter, Executive Assistant

Introductions
I am the new Executive Assistant,
and, by the ti.me you get this, I will have
officially submitted my thesis in English
Language. Additionally (and some say contradictorily), I am halfway through a diploma programme in Information Technology: a fancy way to say I enjoy computer
programming in my spare ti.me. Whatever
people may think of the marriage of Computer Science and Linguistics, the combination is a nice one for the position of Executive Assistant with ACCU'IE. For the next
two years, I will be in charge of things electronic at the ACCUTE office. During this
ti.me, I will focus on using our computer networks (the ones our universities and colleges
spend so much money on) to improve communication, both within ACCU'IE and in
ACCU'IE's correspondence with other associations and groups. For now, that means
improving and expanding the ACCU'IE web
page and getting the ACCU'IE-L mailing
list into full-gear. Most of all, I intend to
make these electronic resources useful and
accessible for aU members who have access
to the web.
http://www.mUJLcalaccute
This is the location of our new web
page. The site houses electronic copies of
the newsletter, job listings at Canadian universities and colleges, and general information about ACCU'IE.

Future of die Web Page
In the upcoming months, I hope to
have a searchable database of members'
names and areas of specialization, a chat
room for ACCU'IE meetings, and the most
recent newsletters on the web page. By
Christmas, you should be able to go to the
page and search the ACCU'IE membership
for people interested in feminist theory, Canadian immigrant writing or, say, the grammar of English place-names.
ACCUTE-L

What is a Llstserv List?
ACCU'IE now has a fullyfunctional Listserv mailing list established
at Memorial. For those of you not familiar
with a mailing list, it is simply an effective
method of sending email to many email addresses at once. To do this without a Listserv list would involve creating address
book entries (in Pine, Netscape or Internet
Explorer) for EVERY member! In practice,
it would mean that if 1 wanted to send an
email to everyone in ACCU'IE, I would
have to put I000 names into my address
book and let my computer handle the overhead of mailing them all at once ... OUCHI
With ACCU'IE-L, however, [ just send one
email to ACCU'IE-L@morgan.ucs.mun.ca
and it gets distributed to everyone who has
subscribed to the list. The responsibility of
signing up is distributed to the individual
members and the overhead of sending thousands of emails is handled by the university's computer.
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Who Can Join?
Not everyone can join ACCUTE-L.
When you send the message:

\

I

" Subscribe ACCUTE-L John F. Smith"
to listserv@morgan.ucs.mun.ca, you are not
automatically an ACCUTE-L member. Instead, the owner of the list gets an email
stating that you have applied for a subscription to the list. Because membership is
limited to members of ACCUTE, I check the
database to make sure you are there and then
I send a command to the list saying "OK, let
John F. Smith subscribe" (listowners and
network administrators are in it for the
power, not the money!). You then receive
notification and an instruction manual.
From then on, every time you send a message to ACCUTE-L@morgan.ucs.mun.ca, it
goes to everyone else on the list.

What's the Use?
Enough of the rigmarole about
processing memberships.
Essentially, a
Listserv list can be a great thing or a pain in
the neck. It can serve as a forum for discussion and debate and it can quickly and efficiently distribute information. On the other
hand, if people begin to send things to the
list that are meant for an individual, or if
members choose to take offense at some
slight or another and bombard the list with
nasty replies, everyone suffers. I've been a
member of lists that were interesting and
enjoyable ... I've also been a member of lists
which were incredibly boring or which
flooded my mailbox with useless bits of
trivia.

Should You Join?
My suggestion is to join up, try it
for a few days, and see if you like it. If you
do sign up, you are guaranteed to be privy to
all new ACCUTE information, passwords to
the web page, etc. The worst that can hap·
pen is that you decide that you don' t like it
and sign off. In order to join, just send the
one-line command:

"Subscribe ACCUTE-L Full Name"
to listserv@morgan.ucs.mun.ca. In a short
time, you will receive your membership information and you'll be able to write to the
list. Every email you then send to ACCUTE-L@morgan.ucs.mun.ca will be distributed to everyone else on the list. If
you're concerned about having your mailbox
flooded while on vacation or at the ACCUTE Congress (or both), there are commands that temporarily suspend your account.
The most important thing I need to
get all of this up and running is feedback
from you. If you have comments or questions about the page, the mailing list or how
long it takes to get your newsletter, please
let me know and I'll get right to it.
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Photo by Ann• Fors,y

SPRING -

Middle Cove, Newfoundland

Passwords for the ACCUTE Electronic Newsletters:
•
•
•
•
•

March 1998
December 1997
September 1997
July 1998 (to come)
September 1998

nl0398
fpagl297
sept97
jlyl998
spt1998

Please notify the ACCUTE office if you have any trouble accessing these pages.
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HSSFC's Reorganization of the Aid
to Scholarly Publications Programme

.,

Frank Davey,
ACCUTE representative to HSSFC
The Executive Committee of the HSSFC
nnounced this August 24th that it had
"eliminated" the position of ASPP Director and reassigned the responsibilities of
that position to the Executive Director of
HSSFC itself. This reorganization effectively dismisses Dr. Michael Carley, Director of ASPP since 1985, from the
Programme, ends the relative autonomy
the ASPP had enjoyed within the Federation, and brings the Programme under
the direct financial scrutiny of the
HSSFC Executive Director and Executive Committee. The operations of the
ASPP become a relatively small part of
the responsibilities of HSSFC Executive
Director, Dr. Louise Robert.
The lack of debate and consultation
surrounding the change has dismayed
some members of General Assembly, at
least one of whom has recommended that
his institution resign from the Federation
in protest, and provoked Raymond Hudon, President of the ASPP Management
Board, and member of the HSSFC Executive Committee, to resign both positions. Dr. Hudon appears to have good
reasons for his action -- the Executive
Committee was unable to schedule its

discussions of the ASPP for a time convenient for him, its only francophone
member, to participate. The other- expressions of outrage seem less credible.
lt is difficult to imagine how the Federation could have arranged for such a delicate and legally sensitive matter to be
more generally debated. Moreover, all
members of the General Assembly will
be able to examine the committee's actions at this fall's Board of Directors and
General Assembly meetings. For the
time being, however, we can have only
very general understandings of the situation the Executive Committee was attempting to deal with.
My own understanding is that the
semi-independence of the ASPP within
the Federation has been at the very least
a perceptual problem for some in the
Federation executive for the last two
years. This semi-independence was an
inheritance from its many years as a programme jointly operated by the old Humanities Federation of Canada and the
Social Science Federation of Canada.
The ASPP managed its own budget and
reported, in more or less detail, on its
activities to its two sponsors. The continuation of this structure after the two
federations merged to fonn the present
HSSFC caused a undercurrent of concern in the Federation's Board of Directors that the ASPP financial operations
might be less stable than they have ap-
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might be less stable than they have ap- ined by the Federation finance commitpeared to be, and that a more detailed tee, and receive the general scrutiny of
and transparent reporting of them should the General Assembly, I think it is welbe required.
come. I also welcome the possibility that
There was also among some members a greater proportion of the ASPP budget
of the HSSFC Executive Committee may now go to publication grants. I
whom I spoke with at Federation meet- doubt, however, that assigning the adings a concern that the ASPP appeared, ministration of the Programme to the porelative to other of the new Federation's sition of Executive Director will be a
ventures, to be overstaffed at its upper good decision in the long term. The
levels, and frustration that the Pro- HSSFC Executive Director is a busy
gramme's history of relative autonomy person, and is unlikely to have the time
made it difficult for the Federation to to give the Programme the attention it
alter its administrative and reporting needs. Moreover, an Executive Director
structures. To what extent these various cannot have the knowledge of Canadian
concerns were justified is difficult to scholarly publishing that a full-time
judge -- those who raised questions ASPP director accumulates, nor be exabout the ASPP at the Board of Direc- pected to begin acquiring it. For the next
tors meetings I have attended often ex- few years the operations of the ASPP
pressed unhappiness about they per- will need to be watched very closely.
ceived to be partial answers, while those
answering appeared to believe they were
responding as fully as they were able.
The ASPP is for many of us the most
visible and ostensibly most important of
the Federation's various activities. Without it or a similar program, the publication of scholarly books by Canadian
publishing houses would decrease dramatically, quite likely cataclysmically.
It is not surprising that a change to it
raises extreme disquiet. To the extent
that the new administrative relationship
between the ASPP and the Federation
means that ASPP finances will be exam-
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Presentations at the Ottawa Congress: The Future of English Studies and
the Public Good
Remarks presented to ACCUTE on the
May 28, 1998 panel.

I:

Sherril Grace
I would like to identify 3 hot-spots or
flash-points" in what I see as a general
erosion and ''corporatizing" of postsecondary education in Canada at the
tum of the century. These 3 are, I believe, alt related to each other and to others that can easily be identified (and no
doubt will be in continuing sessions).
None of these "flash-points" is a new
threat or a sudden development, and none
is unique to Canada. England has been
struggling with these changes, pressures,
and tensions for at least the past 25 years.
The USA is in a very similar situation to
us; the MLA has been studying these inter-re1ated issues, and recently issued an
extensive report on the problems facing
universities and the humanities as we
move into the new century. Australian
universities also report similar problems
and have experienced many of the consequences of the erosion and corporatizing
to which I have just alluded.
What has any of this to do with "the public good"? Who defines ''the public
good"? And what the impact of these

trends towards erosion and corporatizing
will be for English Studies, English Departments, the Humanities, and basic research in the Humanities, remains to be
seen. I do not have any answers, but 1 am
concerned by what I see and must handle
on a daily basis as a department administrator.
The 3 "flash-points" are "downsizing,"
"Roads Scholars," and "targetted r~
search":

•

Downsizing, otherwise known as
"survival of the fittest". Downsizing
is sold to us by governments, the private sector, certain politicians, and
increasingly the senior administrators of universities as a "public good"
which will facilitate paying down the
debt and other such irrefutably wise
actions. Downsizing is manifested
by reductions (also known as stabilizing) of government grants to education or transfer payments. It leads to
reductions in resources, thus to hiring freezes and, inevitably I would
argue to the erosion of tenure itself.
It also leads to reductions in so-called
"soft" money, the funds traditionally
used to hire non-tenure-track teachers or "sessionals." What ever the
real causes of or needs for
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CANAD/ANA: THE
NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY
Now on CD~ROM

National Library of Canada
Click onto more than 1.2 million
bibliographic and authority records!
Covering the years 1973 to 1997, Canadiana includes records for monographs, serials,
theses, microforms, government documents, sheet music and scores, sound recordings,
video recordings, CD-ROMs and much more. In addition, Canadiana lists titles published outside Canada that are of special interest because they are about Canadian topics
or are written by Canadian authors.
Also included on this comprehensive CD-ROM product:
•
Canadiana Authorities, a list of personal and corporate names that
appear on publications catalogued for the national bibliography.
•
Carto-Canadiana, a list of cartographic materials produced by Canadian agencies, both governmental and non-governmental. The list is held in the National
Archives of Canada. The file contains full cataloguing records for maps, atlases and
globes in a variety of formats, including microform and electronic.
Search with ease ...

•
•

using indexes such as name, title, subject, keyword, ISBN and other
control numbers, classification number and date.
using custom searching options and Boolean operators for more
complex searches.

Use search results to ...

•
•
•

download records in MARC format for copy cataloguing.
verify authorities and bibliographic information.
answer reference and research questions.
(Continued on page 29)
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downsizing (a subject I cannot begin
to address here), the public rhetoric
surrounding it is one of accountability, clients' and donors' needs and
wishes, even excellence. As an editorial in yesterday's Globe and Mail
put it: the expansion of Canadian
universities over the past 3 decades
has been selfishly professor-driven
and, thus, "Mediocrity has been the
academy's muse." (Never mind that
th~ logic of such verbiage escapes
one-the "public good" is seen as
under assault from a bunch of selfish
professors somewhere.)
Here are, as I see it, a few of the consequences of downsizing:
--larger and larger classes as enrolments increase while faculty decrease
--heavier work loads for all, less time
for individual students or colleagues
--downsizing of tbe curriculum to a
"core" or to partial coverage or, and
this may be the most worrisome for
English Studies, an equation of English with "skills-based" teaching and
learning, regardless of subjectmatter.
Do such consequences foster excellence or enhance the "public good"?
•

By "Roads Scholars" I mean those
younger colleagues, our own former
graduate students, who belong to the
current pool of post-doctoral sessionals and are unable to get tenure-track

positions. These colleagues receive a
minimal commitment from the university where they work; their salaries are low; they have no jobsecurity; and their working conditions vary considerably from place to
place.
The so-called "sessional problem"
goes
hand-in-hand with
"downsizing," and the wider impact
for English Studies is serious. I was
told recently that PhDs in English
have little "market value"; therefore,
the "soft funding" to pay them need
not be increased.
The consequences of the "Roads
Scholar" situation are far-reaching.
Clearly, this situation causes acute
demoralization for everyone, especially the "sessional," and leads to a
general devaluing of what we all do.
Departments are weakened by relying
heavily on people who are not really
full members of the unit and who
cannot be required to serve on committees or to participate in the life of
the department, although many of
them do. These aspects of the regular faculty member's work load fall
increasingly upon the shoulders of
the shrinking professoriate. Reductions in "soft" money will force departments to shift tenured faculty
into first year service teaching, in
larger and larger classes, or to reduce
this kind of teaching drastically. We
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can, and are, reducing our-gfaduate
programs, especially at the doctoral
level, but is this a matter of cutting
off our noses to spite our faces?
How does any of this serve the
Surely the
"public good"?
"sessionals" are part of the public
whose good is under consideration
here I Shrinking the numbers of faculty and parMime teachers, to whom
there is no institutional commitment,
will not serve the "public good" in a
democracy where each citizen needs
to know how to communicate well
and where we more and more need to
understand the range of literary cul·
tures that make up the country and
the world.
•

Targeted research and the measure of
value of research by the size of a
SSHRC grant are increasing pressures for English Studies. Mandated
SSHRC topics are increasingly goaloriented, focussed on problemsolving, and described as "relevant"
research. With shrinking SSHRC
budgets, the competition for scarce
resources mounts and we are faced
with the invidious category of
"Approved but not funded" research.
When this 3rd "flash-point" is added
to the other 2, the pressures on people and resources quadruples. How
· do you increase your research productivity or success rate on applications when you are a "sessional"?

How do you do so as a tenured faculty member when your teaching and
administrative duties increase steadily? Where do you tum for community/scholarly support when journals
are folding, publishers are in difficulty (or no longer publish "literary
books"), libraries are shrinking, and
professional societies are failing?
What impact, if any, does any of this
have on the "public good"? When it
comes to research, much depends on
how you define the "public good"
and on who does the defining.
However, I am more optimistic about
our ability to affect our futures on
this matter of research in English
Studies and, thereby, to have a small
impact on some of the other challenges facing us. We must, however,
be active and pro-active. We can
increase collaborative research, including "sessionals" in our research
teams; we can increase the hiring
and training of GRAs and thus sup·
port our graduate programs; we can
increase joint-publication, work with
alternative modes of publication and
research techniques, and push Promotion and Tenure committees to
recognize these alternatives-it is
we, after all, who sit on these committees. We can think more strategically about concentrating research
infra-structures in research intensive
universities, which are equipped to
manage research, and use these bases
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to reach out collaboratively to colleagues in smaller institutions.
I guess what I am suggesting is that we
can and must change some of things we
do and the ways in which we do them-

whether in arguing against "downsizing,"
fighting for the increase in tenured positions, or managing our research-for the
good of English Studies which is, incvita·
bly, part of the "public good."
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The Future of English Studies:
A BC Perspective

John Lepage
Malaspina University College

11

In the apology prefacing his translation of Ariosto, Sir John Harington tells
the story of Plutarch telling the story of a
learned orator who gave a peroration in
praise of Hercules. At the end of this
speech, a certain man asked who had dispraised Hercules. I am tempted to begin my
contribution to this panel by wondering
aloud, who is it I feel so constrained to defend English studies against?
In the abstract, English studies
may have few enemies in the academic sector. True enough, like Hercules, English
sometimes fights with a club in its methodologies rather than the slick rapier and dagger favoured in Harington's age. Indeed, it
is in the concrete that English finds enemies
in the academic sector. Because my small
institution has an English requirement, we
have some 2500 students in first-year English and thirty faculty to teach them. My
department is therefore considerably larger
than it might otherwise be. Institutionally,
this is a recipe for tension: other departments
come to resent the "power base" of English.
The study of literature has so much of the
amateur in it that, when we wade into other
disciplines for the sake of reflecting upon
our own, we seem like invasive weeds of
academe. There are so many multidisciplinary relations in the family of English studies,
that English often seems less like a discipline and more like a disposition.

At Malaspina, English faculty have close
links with media studies, women's studies,
first-nations studies, creative writing, theatre, and several other departments. Thete
are secondments all over the place. This
gives colleagues in more narrowly defined
disciplines pause for thought, and some chagrin. But, of course, the foremost enemies of
English studies do not lie within our own
institutions. They are the nameless multitude who have utilitarian expectations of
higher education. In British Columbia, their
detached voice is loud and public. It is also
the voice of fiscal conservatism. To put the
sentiment in its simplest of tenns, English
studies is a waste of public funds and an
expense of spirit and a waste of time. In
British Columbia, certainly outside the
Lower Mainland, English faculty must continually apologize for their livelihood. The
detached public voice has in recent years
found expression in politics, and most recently in the government of British Columbia. Needless to say, English is too small
and insignificant a thing for the New Democratic government to single out. But English
typifies the sort of thing our government has
confronted in the interests of responsible
management of public funds. There are ironies here. The old Social Credit governments of British Columbia hated the universities, and in those days there was hardly
anyone in the cabinet with a university education to speak of. But they tolerated the
universities, and in the end it was a Social
Credit govenunent that created the University of Northern British Columbia and the
university colleges. The current NDP government has a highly educated cabinet, one
of whom was a long-time member of my
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department. Yet this government has assumed the voice of utilitarianism. Not only
has it engaged in the rhetoric of demanding
fiscal r~sponsibility in higher education, it
has engaged in micro-management to
achieve that goal. The new teclmical university was conceived as a vehicle for experimentation with government control of higher
education, and the university colleges seem
destined for the same fate.
Things have perhaps got a little
better in the last few months. For the first
time in ten years, the ministry for advanced
education has "advanced" in its name. The
minister is a university academic. The govenunent has accepted its responsibility not
to cut higher education further than it has
done in the last four years. It claims even to
have given the sector additional funding,
although this claim is largely a public relations gambit. The ministry, in giving the
colleges, university colleges, and universities an additional 2% this year, has narrowly
defined the kind of programming qualifying
for such an increase. New programs of a
certain kind are a priority, and their implementation means a draw on the resources of
current programming. The ministry's mission statement, ridiculously called "Charting
a New Course", stipulates certain kinds of
emphasis, such as innovation and access
(access makes the heart grow fonder). And
the ministry seems squarely behind funding
for technological innovations, for example
(often regardless of the fiscal responsibility
of such innovations). But, most of all, the
ministry has tied its boat to the wharf of job
"outcomes". Education, the fiscal responsibility argument is, must generate skills use-

ful in the marketplace.
This is an old story, on the face of
it no more threatening to English than it
might have been twenty years ago. It comes
to haunt us, however, when we get strange
requests for lists of the "outcomes" of English studies. One arm of the ministry, an
outfit called the Centre' for Curriculum,
Transfer, and Technology, has dedicated
itself to the identification of "outcomes", in
part to an end of instituting prior learning
models designed to streamline university
and college coursework, making it less expensive for the government and less of a
burden to students in need of quick retraining". When the money is scarce, even the
universities look for ways of cutting comers
so as not to jeopardize the variety of their
programming. Malaspina's Education
Council, its equivalent to a senate, recently
asked the English department to indicate
what the "outcomes" of first-year English
are, with a view to assessing the institution's
continued need for an English requirement.
In the course of trying to accommodate the
Education Council, my department realized
that any statement of skills attached to English studies, could, if it got into the wrong
hands, and probably would, be used against
us. Our ministry might keenly embrace
"outcomes" as a way of bypassing such fiscal irresponsibilities as English. Who are the
enemies of English studies? At Malaspina,
other departments desirous of the student
base currently found in first-year English
may have good reasons for wanting an English requirement dismantled, and lists of
"outcomes'' may be a means to that end.
Should the English department define the
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"outcomes" of first-year English with too
literary a bias, the argument will be that
English has outlived its usefulness as a requirement.
Were we to look at the
''outcomes" of numerous disciplines as
found in their "outcomes" statements alone,
we would have to agree. An alternative
course of action might be to remove the English from English studies. To a certain extent, we have already done that. To go still
farther would make us miserable. We already see ourselves as potential enemies of
English studies. The ministry, if it thought
about it, would see English as the most visible symbol of all it mistrusts about higher
education. Fortunately, the ministry doesn't
have time for such petty thoughts. It does
have time for destabilizing. Whether this is
a deliberate course of action or simply an
accident growing out of its incompetence or
disorganization, or the instability of government bureaucracies, is hard to say. But the
ministry keeps us hopping (much more so
than it does larger institutions like UBC).
When the budget comes down in April we
have to re-plan our courses for the Fall.
When the ministry announces in October
that it may have found an additional 2% for
the following year, it gives us ten days in
which to prepare a detailed plan - and all too
specific an indication of what kind of plan
would find its favour.
Although an undergraduate degree
takes four years, there is essentially no such
thing as Jong-term planning in our world.
My suspicion is that the university colleges
are destined to be quick response teams.
They are lean and efficient and they can be

stopped on a dime. Various deputy ministers have had abrupt correspondences with
ACCUTE past-president Frank Davey and
current president Marjorie Stone on the subject of the university coJleges and on the
subject of the needs of the discipline. Even
so, I still don't believe that English studies
has been singled out. We should not feel too
relieved, however. There are still other enemies. There is, for example, the myth of the
new literacy - that reading and writing as
they have been traditionally defmed are dying skills, and that they must be replaced
altogether by something new and radical something truly innovative. I don't know
about you, but I remember a day when
"innovation" was a word for something bad.
It is a good thing I am of such a
positive disposition, for otherwise I might
feel persecuted.
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Making IT Pay for Itself and
EngUsh Studies
Ian Lancashire
President (English)
Consortiwn for Computing in the
Hwnanities I Consortiwn pour
Ordinateurs en Sciences Hwnaines
email: ian@chass.utoronto.ca
URL: www.chass.utoronto.ca/-ian/index.
html
If you do research and are at Toronto, you use information technology (11)
that you have likely paid for yourself. Working at the office, and away from it at home
and in far-off libraries, you own a desktop
computer and a laptop. To make them work,
you buy software, a printer, and a modem,
and you pay for hourly connect-time charges
from a home machine to an Internet provider, which could be the university. If you
replace everything in three-year cycles, and
buy clones, or if you buy and maintain
brandname technology for five years, your IT
research expenses will amount to about
2,000 a year, more than doubling what you
spend annually on research travel, photocopying, conference registrations, journals
and books, memberships, and stationery.
Over a 35-year career, IT will cost you about
$70,000 in today's money. If that does not
sound like much, consider IT as $2,000
earning compound interest for 35 years, plus
another $2,000 earning compound interest
for 34 years ...
Universities, governments, and
research granting agencies are reluctant to
pay for faculty IT. Still, if I used an undergraduate computing lab during the day, and

a humanities-social-sciences graduate lab on
evenings and weekends, I would have few
computing costs. Consequences would include foregoing IT-supported research outside Toronto, lining up with students for
always-busy PCs, and watching my personal
productivity decline. Recognizing these disadvantages, Toronto enables its faculty to
apply for peer-reviewed self-funded research
grants. A portion of salary, if spent on approved research purposes, is no longer subject to income taxation. For years, Toronto
faculty without other research grants have
wisely paid for IT research expenses in this
way.
Two years ago, when faculty email addresses appeared in Toronto's telephone directory, and our Provost encouraged
faculty, with grants, to transfer teaching in
part to the Web, IT expanded into non·
"optional" areas of faculty responsibility.
Now IT competes with the telephone and
with textbook publishers. Administrators
still tend to handle all teaching-related matters in person or by phone. To use e-mail
gives faculty more leverage to insist that the
institution should supply them (as it now
does staff members) with an office computer. Yct many instructors routinely consult with students - at their request - by email, which mediates many university activities that faculty already undertake as part
of salaried work. For instance, this year I
teach two courses, undergraduate and graduate, where student are required to make Web
pages. •smart~classrooms for lecturing with
Internet access are common. It is harder and
harder for universities to claim that IT is not
needed in a faculty member's office to carry
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out duties. Some Canadian colleges and wuversities do not make this claim any more.
Last year, the US-based National
Initiative for a Networked Cultural Heritage
(NINCH), led by the ACLS, CNI, the Getty
foundation, and about 70 other societies,
wuversities, and libraries -- including the
National Library of Canada ·- issued a reassessment entitled 111nfonnation Technology
in Humanities Scholarship.11 lhis report recommends that 11Those responsible for the
allocation of funds must ensure that support
for information echnology in the humanities
matches that expected in science and social
science faculties, and that the true costs of
using such technology are tecognized.11 IT
used to support only applications in the humanities such as concording, indexing, and
authorship attribution. NINCH recognizes
that the humanities now faces a very grand
challenge, many orders of magnitude
greater: moving our entire national heritage,
texts, images, audio, and film, into freelyaccessed digital libraries for preservation
and study.
lhis brutal b)sk cannot be shouldered by SSHRCC, university libraries, and
a few "computer profs" (we are, in any case,
adding to the conversion problem by publishing books). Placing the national heritage
on the Web, on an ongoing basis, needs us
all. IT also becomes a federal-provincial
responsibility, and we look to government
initiatives for support. What we find is disappointing, all around, so far. Although the
Canadian public ultimately funds nearly all
academic teaching and research, the public
would not have guessed that fact by looking
at what Canadian researchers put on the
Web. Clearly, to me anyway, the new

SSHRCC ''umbrella themes of Social Cohesion and Cultural, Social and Economic
Challenges of a Knowledge Society" must
fund the research necessary for the achievement of the grand challenge that NINCH
describes. Electronic text must be validated,
acceptable standards must be developed, and
we need new theories for a new mode of
reading and writing. It remains to be seen
whether the political context in which
SSHRCC exists will permit it to fund these
things.
That context includes other federal
and provincial research funding agencies.
The Canada Foundation for Innovation
(CFI) and the Ontario Research and Development Challenge Fund (ORDCF) give us
opportwuties to obtain "research infrastructure," that is, funds for IT, among other
things. The CFI has a huge budget of $800
million dollars. Its provincial counterpart
has much more modest resources, but at that
level even modesty is impressive. I have
been involved in applications to both funds.
On November 24, at the invitation
of Marc Renaud, I joined a tele-conference
among CFI executive members, SSHRCC
officers, and researchers across Canada and
from abroad. Our goal was to arouse the
academic commwuty that SSHRCC serves
to put in CFI applications. During that teleconference, CFI representatives warmly encouraged social scientists to apply but coolly
remarked that the groundwork did not exist
for submissions from the humanities. A defence of the scientific nature of research in
the humanities was met with silence. Some
weeks later CFI made clear that it would
concentrate on research infrastructure in sciences, health, engineering, and the environ-
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ment, and that applications from all disciplines would be welcome. At least two humanities applications went in, to my knowledge.

Recently, an institute of scientists,
social scientists, and humanities researchers
at Toronto applied for an ORDCF grant to
add staff to increase accessibility to knowledge media in the Metropolitan Toronto
area. After receiving a rejection letter, the
project head went to talk to the civil servant
who had written it. The applicants then
learned that ORDCF candidly admits a bias
towards the hard sciences among its reviewers, who are not naturally disposed towards
11
humanities11-based research. ORDCF sees
itself as an investment agency, not a granting agency. It assists the development of
new technologies for markets that can be
quantified in dollars. ORDCF does not want
us to study these technologies, or their users; it wants us to make new technologies.
Finally, ORDCF insists that industry support applications, not just with a letter or inkind donations, but with hard cash.
CFI and ORDCF did not negatively criticize humanities research. Both
agencies make the same point, though with
different degrees of candour. The humanities
has not done the groundwork needed: it has
not thought about the new technologies it
could create; and it has not discussed them
with industry. English studies in Canada
has a semi-controlling interest in one such
potential technology: networking the written
cultural heritage. We have a professional
stake in this. We can invent the means to
accomplish it. CFI and ORDCF do not support pure research, but they can support

some of our objectives.
If ACCUTE fonns a coalition to
develop the technology (by which I mean
"software" in its broadest sense, such as we
find emerging now -- such as the Orlando
Project or Stephen Reimer's Lydgate edition
at Alberta, or Donald Theall's James Joyce
or Zailig Pollock's E. J. Pratt Web sites at
Trent, and others -- to network our cultural
heritage -- editions, books, journals, images,
theses! -- the market for this vast resource
will emerge, and industry will see good reasons to court it.
A version of this article was delivered at the
ACCUTE Professional Concerns Forum on
Research Ethics, Agendas, and Funding, at
the HSSFC Congress in Ottawa, May 1998.
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News of ACCUTE Members

EVELYN J. lllNZ (U of Manitoba) has recently been appointed by The Executive Council
of the Modem Language Association of America to the "Committee on Honors and Awards"
for a 3-year tenn. This committee oversees 17 subcommittees involved in selecting winners
of awards in such categories as: best book, best edition, best article, best translation, best
innovative research, etc., plus making recommendations for Honorary Members of the Modem Language Association. The Committee, which is composed of internationally distinguished scholars, meets annually in New York.

I

Elizabeth Miller, Professor of English at Memorial University of Newfoundland, has
recently had two books published. One, Reflections on Dracula (White Rock, BC:
Transylvania Press, 1997), is a collection of ten of Miller's essays comprising discussions and analyses of Stoker's novel, its sources and its enduring influence. Topics
range from "Shakespeare and Dracula" to "Life as a Dracula Aficionado." The second book, Dracula: The Shade and the Shadow (Westcliff, UK: Desert Island Books),
is an edition of twenty papers given at the scholarly sessions of "Dracula 97" (Los Angeles, August 1997) of which Miller was co-organizer. It includes essays by established scholars (such as Nina Auerbach, Radu Florescu, Clive Leatherdale) ·as well as
graduate students.

Page40

I

Calls For Papers

I

The Canadian Association for American Studies and the American Studies Association invite proposals for papers and sessions for a joint meeting on the theme
Crossing Borders! Crossing Centuries in Montreal October 28-31, 1999. For complete
information on the conference and the format for proposals, visit our website at http://
www.caas.uwindsor.ca, or contact Bruce Tucker at tuckerl@uwindsor.ca, or at the
Department of History, Philosophy and Political Science, University of Windsor,
Windsor, ON N9B 3P4. Proposals are due by January 23, 1999.

THE THIRD GALWAY CONFERENCE ON COLONIALISM

DEFINING COLONIES
17-20 JUNE 1999
CALL FOR PAPERS
The aim of this multidisciplinary conference is to explore the meanings of the contemporary and historical entities which are categorised under the rubric of colony.
Historically, colonies were defined in a wide variety of ways, with varying relationships to the imperial centre, and with a number of widely differing forms of colonial
or imperial government. In like manner, there have been different kinds of colonizing and decolonizing processes. The modem discourse of colonialism is not equivalent to the earlier discourse of colonization and terms such as empire, charter colonies, crown colonies, dependencies, provinces, dominions, and commonwealths need
careful discrimination. Papers would address the question of how colonies have been
defined, politically, economically, socially, and culturally. Aie there any sure signs of
coloniality, postcoloniality?
What are the roles of ethnicity, race, gender, and social class in different colonial dispensations? Papers might consider the ever-present danger of generating colonial
theory from the specific experience of certain kinds of colonies and then conferring on
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(Continuedfrom page 40)

it the dignity of universality.
A central strand of the c:onference will address the question, 'Was Ireland a Colony'?
After the Act of Union in 1800, Ireland was constitutionally an imperial power, but in
many other respects was a colony in all but name. Many nationalists refused to see
Ireland as a colony and remained enthusiastic imperialists. Ireland was widely seen
as 'anomalous', resisting definition as either colony or empire. The wider theme of
this conference should illuminate this discussion, while the specificity of Ireland's
experience-might test the validity of colonial theories generated from different colonial situations.

Papers should be no longer than 20 minutes. If you wish to contribute to the conference, please send an abstract of not more than 300 words, preferably by email, to the
Conference Organisers:
Department of English
NUI

Galway, Ireland
before February 1, 1999.
There is a special conference email address: colony@bodkin.ucg.ie Details of the conference, which will be updated regularly, are available on the World Wide Web at:
http://www.ucg.ie/enl/colony/conference.htm

Deadline for the next issue of the ACCUTE Newsletter
ACClTIE welcomes submissions from members for inclusion in the next Newsletter.
Please send items (on disk or via email) to:

ACCVTE Newsletter
Department ofEnglish
Memorial University
St. John's, Newfoundland
AlC 5S7
accute@mun.ca
Copy must reach the ACCUI'E office by November 1~, 1998 to be included in the
December issue.
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Employment Opportunity
The Department of English, University of Victoria, invites applications for a
tenure-track position in the field of Postcolonial literature and theory, beginning
1 July 1999. Candidates should hold or be close to completing a Ph.D.; candidates should also be prepared to provide evidence of scholarly and teaching excellence or potential. The appointment will be made at the rank of Assistant Professor. Letters of application, CV's including all university transcripts, writing
sample, and letters from three referees should be sent by 15 October 1998, to Professor Michael Best, Chair, Department of English, University of Victoria, P.O.
Box 3070, Victoria, B.C., Canada V8W 3Wl. This position is subject to funding.
In accordance with Canadian Immigration requirements , this advertisement is
directed to Canadian citizens and permanent residents. Others are encouraged to
apply but are not eligible for appointment until a Canadian search is completed
and no appointment made. The University of Victoria is an employment equity
employer and encourages applications from women , persons with disabilities,
visible minorities, and aboriginal peoples.

A Note from Anne Quema
.
As the representative of sessional lecturers on the Committee for Professional
Concerns, I invite sessionals across Canada to submit their concerns, criticisms,
and suggestions to me. Where required, anonymity will be preserved. The aim of
this exercise is to compile and systematize areas of concerns and data so as to
provide a basis for representation, discussion, and action. My e-mail address is:
aquema@ccs.carleton.ca

Directory Correction
Jason Haslam was incorrectly listed in the 1998 ACCUTE Directory. His primary interest is 19th-20th century American literature, and his additional areas of expertise are
Prison Writings and Canadian Literature.

o Three-year (1999-2001) Membership Fee of $195

Second Member's Name:_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Second Member's Professional Designation:._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

o Regular Membership Fee of $75
o Reduced Student/Unemployed/Underemployed/Retired Fee of $40
o Household Membership Fee of $125 (two memberships, one subscription to ESC)

Please make cheques payable to ACCUTE

Please Detach and send to:
Stella Algoo-Baksh
ACCUTE, Memorial University
St. John's, Newfoundland
AlC 587
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