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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Spring greetings from la belle province, where 
the rites of spring have brought mixed blessings: 
one part, returning, colourful foliage and 
twittering song birds, and one part, red-square 
clad demonstrating students and flying rocks; 
one part, exhibiting naturally the balletic 
sensibility of Stravinsky, and one part,  
 

 
channelling the spirit of the ’80s hard-core punk  
band, Rites of Spring. 
 First, the rocks of the so-called “Quebec 
Spring.” It has been a difficult time for those of 
us who have been experiencing the student 
protests against the Charest-government’s 
proposed tuition fee increases; at both the 
English and French universities and colleges, 
there have been class attendance boycotts and 
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challenges for professors to accommodate 
rallying and demonstrating students, whose 
participation marks (which are especially crucial 
for graduate classes or undergraduate seminars 
and creative writing workshops) cannot be 
calculated, and whose final essays and exams 
were neither written nor submitted. The faculty 
unions have been vague in laying out guidelines 
for the accommodation of boycotting students, 
while flip-flopping about whether or how long 
the term should be extended, whether and if 
extra classes should be taught. The effect on 
professors and sessional instructors—the latter 
of whom are especially compromised and 
burdened, because their contracts are virtually 
finished—has been and continues to be 
profound, leading many to wonder whether they 
can travel for research and conferences, when 
they may still have to teach or confront the 
prospect of large numbers of late papers 
trickling in or supplemental exams being 
required through a chunk of the upcoming 
summer. No matter when the student 
organizations reach an agreement in principle 
with the Charest government, and it seems 
unlikely that CLASSE (Coalition large de 
l’association pour une solidarité syndicale 
étudiante) ever will agree to anything short of 
the full abolition of university tuition, the 
aftermath of the protests will be difficult and 
protracted. Spring might well be when a young 
man’s (or woman’s) fancy lightly turns to 
thoughts of publishing—to borrow from past 

ACCUTE President, Steven Bruhm, and his 
academic gloss of Tennyson—but the Quebec 
spring has emphasized the soldiers’ drear, 
leaving rather contracted the latitude for 
thoughts of love and/or publishing in the face of 
a horizonless term. 
 Now, the flowers. They are everywhere 
at long last, and the colour blast is heady for 
those of us who have been contemplating rock 
and frozen mud for far too long. And with the 
cheer of colour and revivification, comes our 
scholarly equivalent of tubers bathed with 
spring rain—the ACCUTE conference in 
Kitchener-Waterloo in a matter of weeks. There 
will be blooming plenaries delivered by Joan 
Copjec and Deidre Lynch; colourful analyses of 
academic citizenship and cynicism, courtesy of 
ACCUTE’s Committee for Professional 
Concerns; bourgeoning debates on rites of 
passage (yes, perhaps even on the rites of 
spring), thanks to the ESC roundtable; and, 
perhaps best of all, massively fruitful and 
germane papers on subjects as diverse as 
eighteenth-century cruelty and twentieth-
century comics, Asian-Canadian narratives and 
queer food, all courtesy of you, our members, 
and our allied associations. 
 I look forward to seeing you all in a few 
weeks. 
 
 

-Nicola Nixon 

 
 
 
UPDATE FROM THE FEDERATION 
 
Report on the Canadian Federation for the 
Humanities and Social Sciences (CFHSS) 
 
On March 29th, 2012, the CFHSS held its 
Annual General Assembly in Montreal. As 
many of you know, the Federation is the federal 
organization of which ACCUTE is a member, 
and the organization that performs crucial 
advocacy for the humanities and social sciences 
in Ottawa, acting as a national voice for diverse 
associations; it also organizes the annual 

Congress, in which those associations (ours  
among them) converge and enter into critical 
dialogue. You may also know that ACCUTE 
has been very active in the Federation over the 
years: our former ACCUTE President, Noreen 
Golfman (Memorial), was the President of the 
Federation from 2006 to 2011; our last 
ACCUTE President, Heather Murray (Toronto), 
is currently on the Board of the Federation; and 
our next ACCUTE President, Stephen Slemon 
(Alberta) is the Chair of the Federation’s ASPP 
(Awards to Scholarly Publications Program, 



formerly the Aid to Scholarly Publications 
Program) Academic Council. I was in 
attendance at the March General Assembly, as a 
representative of a large organization, and I 
want to report some of the items of particular 
importance to ACCUTE members. 
 
1. Big Thinking Breakfasts on the Hill: 
CFHSS President Graham Carr (Concordia, 
History) announced that the Big Thinking 
Breakfasts on the Hill have been a great success, 
significantly raising the profile of the 
Federation. Indeed, our own Smaro Kamboureli 
(Guelph) has been a prestigious speaker at one 
of those breakfasts. And many more of our 
members should follow suit. The Federation is 
looking into going beyond Ottawa and having 
Big Thinking breakfasts in other Canadian cities 
in the future. 
 
2. New Officers of the Federation: The 
next president will be Antonia Maioni (McGill, 
Political Science); the next Vice President, 
Development will be Doug Peers (Waterloo, 
History); and the next Vice President, Equity 
Issues will be Lynn Wells (First Nations, 
English) 
 
3. Copyright: You may know that the 
Conservative government has reintroduced 
legislation to amend the Copyright Act, which it 
introduced for the first time then tabled before 
the last election; the original legislation’s 
wording remains unchanged. In response to that 
proposed legislation, the Federation made a 
position statement, recommending the 
following: (i) making “fair dealing” more clear 
and flexible such that it does not impede 
teaching/learning and research at Canadian 
universities and colleges; (ii) outlawing digital 
locks (i.e. digital rights management or DRM) if 
breaking the locks is for infringing purposes; 
(iii) avoiding exceptions that would 
significantly disadvantage the CFHSS 
community in its educational work (e.g., digital 
interlibrary loan and educational use of the 

internet); (iv) ensuring that the Act is neutral 
and thus treats various media equivalently; (v) 
limiting the copyright term; (vi) providing for 
practical access to orphan works; and (vii) 
eliminating Crown copyright. 
 
4. Funding of Social Sciences and 
Humanities Health Research: In future, 
SSHRC will no longer be funding projects that 
deal with the intersection of health and the 
humanities; the funding for such projects will be 
transferred to CIHR (Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research). But there are problems with 
this transfer, for the CIHR is finding it difficult 
to get proper peer reviewers who have expertise 
in both health and humanities research. During 
the discussion at the March Assembly, a number 
of delegates who were directly involved in 
graduate student administration and 
programming expressed concern about the 
graduate students and researchers currently 
caught between the two organizations. The 
Federation has established a blue ribbon panel 
to develop a position statement on the proposed 
program changes at CIHR. 
 
5. Open Access/ Non-Traditional Theses: 
No doubt many of you have heard about the 
move to Open Access (OA), which has been 
bruited about by many of our university libraries 
and some of our journals. For historical context, 
it might be worth pointing out that Open Access 
originated with the Max Planck Society in 
Berlin in 2003 and was codified subsequently as 
The Berlin Declaration on Open Access to 
Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities; its 
stated goal is to “promote the internet as an 
instrument for knowledge dissemination and set 
out measures to consider in implementing OA 
(including sustainability, transparency, 
accessibility). OA contributions include original 
scientific research results, source materials, 
digital representations of pictorial and graphical 
material and scholarly multimedia material; and 
OA contributions must satisfy two conditions: 
(i) Authors and rights holders must grant users 



right of access to and a licence to copy, make, 
and distribute derivative works, subject to 
attribution of authorship; and (ii) An electronic 
copy of the work must be deposited in one 
online repository supported and maintained by 
an academic institution, scholarly society, 
government agency, or other established 
organization” (CFHSS documents for AGA 
March 2012, 13).  
 At the Federation’s Board Meeting of 
September 2011, the CFHSS Board members 
passed a motion “advising that the CFHSS join 
those who have signed the Berlin Declaration,” 
which was subsequently signed, with a caveat 
ensuring that Canadian social sciences and 
humanities journals qualify within the terms of 
the Declaration.  
 After the Federation’s meetings with 
SSHRC, on the subject of funding OA journals, 
SSHRC “has referred the question to a 
consultant.” 
 Since signing the Berlin Declaration, the 
Federation has continued to work towards OA 
publication support from funding bodies, 
established a Research Dissemination Advisory 
Committee, and committed itself to addressing 
specific issues around OA, two of which are to 
concretize the role of the Federation in relation 
to OA and to support the ongoing OA 
publication infrastructure. The Federation 
recognizes the current pressures researchers are 
under to publish with major (non-OA) 
publishers. 
 The third goal of the Advisory 
Committee, which strikes at the heart of a 
number of our members, not the least of which 
is our Graduate Caucus Representative, Heather 
Jessup (Toronto), is “the deposit of non-
traditional theses.” A graduate of Concordia’s 
M.A. in Creative Writing program, Heather 
discovered that her thesis, “A Derivative of 
Light”—deposited to the University and 

therefore to the Concordia Library in 2006—
was available in PDF form to anyone doing a 
simple Google search, even though that thesis 
would eventually become her published novel, 
The Lightning Field (Gaspereau 2011). Heather 
objected to the wide availability of a creative 
work-in-progress, and Concordia granted her a 
two-year, renewable stay on its public 
accessibility. And now, the Federation is 
looking to the “example set by Concordia” to 
investigate the pragmatics of the Berlin 
Declaration in the face of non-traditional theses. 
Way to set the bar, Heather! 
 
6. ASPP (Aid to Scholarly Publications 
Program): As our future ACCUTE President 
(and Chair of the Federation’s Academic 
Council), Stephen Slemon, announced, the 
ASPP Council approved the changes of the 
current title of the program from the Aid to 
Scholarly Publications Program to the Awards 
to Scholarly Publications Program. The change 
indicates, more accurately, that the ASPP 
subvention program, through which Canadian 
publishers are granted funding to facilitate 
publication of the monographs, editions, and 
collections of Canadian scholars through the 
ASPP’s peer review program, is a merit-based 
academic award, rather than an “aid”-implicit 
handout. There are a number of changes to the 
program—namely publisher eligibility 
favouring Canadian publishers, restrictions to 
the translation applications, and expansions to 
the criteria for what constitutes publication (in 
recognition of electronic publications)—all of 
which were approved by the Federation’s Board 
in September 2011. 
 
 

-Nicola Nixon 
ACCUTE Representative to the  

General Assembly of CFHSS 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES CANADA:  
A CALL TO ACTION 
 
As many of you are aware from reading your 
CAUT/ACPPU (Canadian Association of 
University Teachers/ Association canadienne 
des professeures et professeurs d’université) 
Bulletin and from the newspapers, the gutting of 
Library and Archives Canada (LAC) is currently 
underway. In the summer of last year, CAUT 
launched a campaign, “Save Library and 
Archives Canada,” drawing attention to the 
Harper government’s appointment of Daniel 
Caron, an economist, in 2009. Caron, who has 
yet to respond to the numerous, recent 
newspaper articles about the diminishment of 
Library and Archives Canada—in a silence 
shared by so many Harper appointees—has a 
mandate to “modernize” the LAC. 
 Seemingly, in the interest of such 
modernization, there has been and will continue 
to be a palpable change to services and the ways 
the LAC collections are managed: a reduction 
(by more than thirty percent) of the number of 
archivists and librarians and reduction (by more 
than fifty percent) of circulation staff available 
to scholars needing to access the LAC 
resources; a major depletion of the number of 
specialists dealing with the preservation and 
conservation of LAC documents; and a 
moratorium on acquisitions. The interlibrary 
loan service will also be terminated. The 
digitization program that was announced in 
2010 (scheduled to be completed by 2017) is a  
 

 
public/private partnership, which will overall 
decrease services around specialized research 
and ultimately result in the decentralizing of the 
archives from a collective national, heritage 
resource to the “housing of [the] documentary 
heritage under the [LAC’s] legal responsibility 
by a third party.” All such accessibility, 
preservation, and service reductions will have a 
profound effect on all of our members 
performing research in the LAC. 
 The CAUT “Save Library and Archives 
Canada” will be raised at the AGM in May 
2012, and I will propose a resolution in support 
of the campaign. In the meantime, though, you 
can all write your Members of Parliament or the 
Honourable James Moore, Minister of Canadian 
Heritage and Official Languages at 
James.Moore@parl.gc.ca. Given the current 
political hay being made of the 200th 
anniversary of the War of 1812—Stephen 
Harper invites us, for example,  to celebrate “the 
making of our great country ... to share in our 
history and commemorate our proud and brave 
ancestors who fought and won against enormous 
odds... [and] to pay tribute to our founders, 
defining moments, and heroes who fought for 
Canada”—it would be the right moment to 
remind our current government that the 
accessible archives of Canadian history make 
such fanfare possible. Someone has to, after all, 
check the historical records in order to respin 
them into “defining moments.”  
 

-Nicola Nixon 
 

NEWS AND NOTICES 
 

Society for Digital Humanities Workshops: Just before Congress 2012, on Friday, 25 May, the 
Society for Digital Humanities/Société pour l'étude des médias interactifs is offering two free, very 
introductory workshops on digital humanities.  In the morning, Aimée Morrison (U Waterloo) will 
answer the question, “What is Digital Humanities, and how do I get started?”  In the afternoon, Dan 
O’Donnell (U Lethbridge) will provide a gentle introduction to textual studies using TEI (the Text 
Encoding Initiative).  For more information, visit the SDH-SEMI website at http://sdh-
semi.org/category/activites/conference/.  To register for one or both of these workshops email Brent 
Nelson at brent.nelson@usask.ca before 15 May 2012.  Space is limited, so register early. 



IN MEMORIAM: ROBERT KESSLER MARTIN 

Robert Kessler Martin 

1941-2012 

Robert K. Martin died on February 20, 2012 of complications arising from Parkinson’s Disease – a 
malady of insidious and inexorable cruelty, rendering him incapable of doing what he loved most to do, 
to talk, to read, to write, to laugh.  On April 16, colleagues, friends, former students many of whom 
became both colleagues and friends, gathered on the Loyola Campus of Concordia University to 
remember, mourn, and celebrate this extraordinary and beloved man, a teacher and a scholar, a person 
who truly knew how to live in the world.  There were reminiscences, testimonials, readings, a great 
sadness in all our hearts, and yet at the end of the day, a feeling of satisfaction, so complete was our 
appreciation, so present was he in our minds. I am writing as one who knew him from close to the start 
of his life in Montreal, but I will do so by weaving in the words of those who spoke that day as they 
reflect our admiration, affection, and loss.  
 
Robert came from graduate studies at Brown University to Loyola College in 1967 (this is before 
Concordia University came into being in 1974) and remained in the English department, teaching also in 
Concordia’s Liberal Arts College, until he was recruited by the Univerité de Montréal in the early 1990s. 
From then to the early 2000s, he brought about an extraordinary transformation in the Département 
d’études anglaises. Working closely with his colleagues, he made it possible for students, undergraduate 
and graduate, to take courses in fields such as Women’s Literature, African-American Literature and 
Postcolonial Literature. He developed an impressive graduate program, fostered the department’s 
research profile, and cultivated its implication in a French institution.  “It’s English,” he liked to explain, 
“but with a French accent.” The Département d’études anglaises celebrates its 50th anniversary this year, 
and over ten of those years were Robert Martin’s. 

Robert’s pioneering work on the homosexual thematics in American literature was audacious and 
courageous. First with The Homosexual Tradition in American Poetry (1979) and then with Hero, 
Captain, and Stranger: Male Friendship, Social Critique, and Literary Form in the Sea Novels of 
Herman Melville (1986), and in about sixty essays that ranged from Hawthorne to Whitman, to E. M. 
Forster, Robert started something that has continued on in the work of countless scholars. Courageous, 
courage, audacious, these were words frequently uttered on April 16.  A former student, now chair of 
the Concordia English Department, whom Robert had taught in the Liberal Arts College, talked of that 
courage and emphasized as well his great sensitivity, pointing out his importance as a life changer, a 
great teacher, one who was deeply interested in his students as individuals, who taught them how to 
read.  A student whose PhD dissertation Robert directed at the Université de Montréal echoed these 
words. He spoke about how Robert was not only a truly gifted and inspiring classroom teacher and 
supervisor, he was also someone who cared deeply about his students and who followed their careers 
after graduation with an abiding concern. Meeting him in Copenhagen when Parkinson’s was beginning 
to develop, he saw how Robert continued doing the things he loved: dining in fine restaurants, drinking 
French wines, sharing not only his vast erudition and university experience but also giving another 
precious gift: his enduring enjoyment of life. 



Friendship, making friends, keeping friends, inspiring friends is the great key to who and what Robert 
was.  He and I were friends for more than 40 years, prodding each other in our work. I know how 
carefully he listened, always pushing one just a little harder and with the greatest generosity of attention. 
In and out of each other’s office for years we never stopped talking, laughing, giggling. Indeed, nearly 
everyone who spoke mentioned that giggle and the parties he gave where wonderful food, drink, and 
talk flowed so easily, how in one shared memory, he, like Mrs. Dalloway, offered a space that made it 
“possible to say things you couldn’t say anyhow else; possible to go much deeper.”  

We all remembered Robert with love that day. We celebrated his brilliance as a teacher, as a scholar, 
and as a friend.  He was important not only in the lives of those present but also in the larger 
community, of all of us in ACCUTE and in the entire profession. Robert was a wonderful human being 
whom we miss so much. 

 
-Judith Herz, combining her words with those of Eric Savoy, Lianne Moyes, Jason Camlot, 
Justin Edwards, and also with the echoes of other colleagues and friends who read and 
remembered Robert that day. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 


